MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 9 OCTOBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




2 Parishoners

07/117

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill, Graham James, Kate Lynn & Jax Williams.
Public Open Forum

Mr John Speed made the statement at Annex A.

07/118
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
118.1
Insp Chivers reported on the crime statistics for September 2007.  A 

total of 28 crimes had been committed, compared to 36 crimes in September 2006.  The breakdown was:  vehicle crime and criminal damage 18, burglary 1, theft 4 and miscellaneous 5.  The figures included 3 assaults however, this was misleading as 3 personnel were involved in one incident which led to the necessity to report separate crimes.  There had been some car parking issues at Kingsbridge Primary School which would require an education programme for parents.  On Friday 5th October his own force was supplemented by officers from outside the town, and Special Constables, to conduct a pro-active campaign to halt underage drinking and anti-social behaviour in the Quay area.  Three £50 fines were awarded and 4 young persons taken to the Police station to await collection by adults.  The exercise had been well received by parents and/or guardians.  It was intended to repeat the operation on a fairly regular basis.  He was aware of traffic issues in Church Street, where analysis of traffic flow and speeds would be conducted, and Embankment Road where speeding was to be checked. 
Insp Chivers left the Chamber 

118.2
Cllr Brazil commended the Police on their recent good work.  He had met with Brian Greenslade (Leader of DCC) recently to discuss the proposal for a community centre in the town.  It was hoped that the project could dovetail with DCC’s ambitions regarding its own property portfolio and another meeting was to take place shortly.  DCC’s management of traffic wardens, to commence in April 2008, was ongoing with much detail to sort.  Finally, the Police Community Support Officer initiative was working well.  

118.3
Cllr Gilbert reported that the Skatepark Working Group, a partnership of KTC, SHDC, DCC and the Police, had agreed a way forward following successful mobile skatepark events held in Quay car park.  Subject to some final criteria being confirmed the group would shortly be seeking funding to continue to rent a skatepark similar to the one used recently.  The frequency of future events being dependant on available funding however, he was hopeful that a weekly or fortnightly provision would be possible.  He reiterated that the group was still very committed to providing a permanent facility when a site could be found, and hoped that young people would enjoy the interim service.  The next meeting of the group was Friday 26 October 2007.

The Batson Slipway Pontoon project was to be brought forward and undertaken in the current financial year.  Discussions were taking place between DCC and SHDC regarding civil car parking enforcement, as the Police were to withdraw its traffic warden service from 1 April 2008; there were some issues to sort but it was hopeful that a solution could be found.  Cllr Rankin had resigned from the Executive and Cllr Hewitt was her replacement.  Finally, SHDC’s Budget meeting was to take place on 29 October 2007; Cllr Yates reported that he was to attend.

118.4
Cllr Howarth thanked Cllr Brazil for his efforts regarding the community centre project.  He considered that a detailed planning application for a new supermarket may be imminent given SHDC’s agreement for 70 long term parking spaces on the Western Power Distribution site.  The outline planning consent, granted in March 2007, provided a Section 106 agreement for £30,000 to enhance the pedestrian link across Fore Street car park to the top of Fore Street itself.  He was concerned however, that access from the food store may involve climbing 34 steps to reach the car park.  He had been very impressed with the Monday evening mobile skatepark events and congratulated all those involved.  In particular, the high levels of participation, positive spirit by young people, excellent supervision, and acceptable noise levels contributed to the benefits of the time-constrained events.  However, he believed that a permanent skatepark was essential; while thought had been given to the Western Power car park site it did not have the support of SHDC due to the need for long stay car parking.  Indeed, the proposed 70 spaces represented a loss of around 30 spaces from the Cookworthy Road car park.  The final version of SHDC’s Public Space Strategy had been recommended for approval.  This important framework contained benchmarks and standards for public spaces and he anticipated that the town council would play a key role in its development.  Closer working between South Hams, Teignbridge and West Devon District Councils was being explored under the banner of South Devon and Dartmoor.  For example, savings had been from the sharing of a Chief Executive with West Devon.  The agenda was driven by financial pressures and Exeter’s bid for unitary status.  Finally, Totnes and Dartington’s development plan had been published including site specific proposals for 400 dwellings with at least 200 designated affordable housing.
118.5
Cllr O’Callaghan reported that a new food waste collection scheme was to be piloted to investigate more frequent collections.  Gull-proof litter bins were also to be considered.  The Development Control Committee was to consider the application for a second mobile telephone mast at the Kingsbridge Telephone Exchange on 10th October.  The Community College had fenced off part of their land bordering Badgers Close; occupants were content with this as it provided greater security.  However, it meant that a proposed new footpath may not come to fruition.  Finally, although she was not a member of the Prosperity Committee she was to attend its meeting on 25 October 2007 as concessionary car parking charges were to be discussed.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
07/119
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  
07/120
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/121
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 25 September 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/122
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 2 October 2007.

07/123
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations made in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 21 September 2007. 
07/124
TOWN PLAN

Members were in receipt of the Clerk’s report detailing the progress of the town plan revision exercise.  Following 2 meetings held in September 2007, members had agreed to submit their final findings via an internally produced report to SHDC, for inclusion in the Kingsbridge Area Action Plan, rather than producing a new town plan which would require outsourcing, be resource intensive and costly to produce.  Consultation on council’s proposals would take place during the Local Development Framework process itself.  It had been further agreed for Cllrs Freeman and Rees to be the points of contact with SHDC planning officers.    
07/125
CLERK’S REPORT

125.1
Feedback from last council/committee meetings.  The Clerk reported that the majority of actions had been completed from the council meeting of 25 September 2007 and 50% of actions were outstanding from the Property Committee of 18 September 2007.
125.2
Christmas Lights Appeal.  Approximately £3,800 had been raised to date and a window display with fundraising ‘thermometer’ was to be placed in Windeatts Solicitors offices in Fore Street.   
125.3
Code of Conduct.  Training had been conducted by Kevin Williams (SHDC Monitoring Officer) on 2 October 2007.  The Clerk distributed further information: copies of the Standards Board’s Occasional Paper dated August 2007 and a presentation by North Somerset Council.
125.4
Councillor Training.  The Clerk alerted members to an invitation from Stokenham Parish Council to participate in their forthcoming training weekend.
07/126
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

126.1  Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce on 

12 September 2007.  A meeting was to be arranged for November to discuss the roll-out of council’s CCTV system.  There was enthusiasm for inclusion in the Britain In Bloom competition and monies were available to sponsor hanging baskets.  A car parking survey of the town was to be carried out from a retailers’ point of view.  Finally, the group was to investigate re-usable shopping bags. 

126.2
Cllr Rees promoted the Kingsbridge In Bloom meeting on 18 October 2007.  She had attended the South Hams Strategic Partnership Forum on 2 October 2007; Tor Homes personnel had shown an interest in the aforementioned competition.  She had also met recently with Ken Carter (SHDC Head of Landscape & Leisure) regarding the Public Space Strategy which was moving forward well.
126.3
Cllr Griffin had attended a recent Centre for Kingsbridge Community meeting and thanked Cllr Brazil for his input.  He had also attended the Skatepark Working Group meeting of 5 October 2007 which had been very productive and he re-iterated Cllr Gilbert’s earlier comments of the ambition to deliver more mobile skatepark events to the town.  

126.4
Cllr Washington had attended a recent interesting meeting of the Kingsbridge Feoffees.

126.5
Cllr Yates reported on the Twinning Association’s visit to Germany between 27 September and 4 October 2007.  The programme had been extensive and very enjoyable.

126.6
The Clerk had attended the West Devon and Dartmoor Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership Community Safety Forum event on 27 September 2007 which had highlighted, amongst others, projects to engage positively with young persons.  He had also attended the SLCC’s South West of England Region one day conference on 4 October 2007 which had proved very worthwhile.  

07/127
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 October 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £964.76 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/128
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/129
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

129.1
Cllr Freeman asked whether the Chairman was aware that buses often left their engines running in the bus station and at times drivers left their cabs unattended.  This created a poisonous environment indeed, Cllr Washington stated that she had received complaints from people using the bus station coffee shop.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he too had witnessed such practice and the Clerk would write to the bus companies requesting that it stopped forthwith.

129.2
Cllr Rees noted that S106 agreement monies of £30,000 had already been agreed for the new supermarket development and enquired whether any further monies were likely to be released due to sale of land.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he would request Nick Hodgson (SHDC Head of Property Services) to supply an answer.  
The meeting closed at 2012.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A. Public Open Forum.









Annex A to KTC







meeting minutes of

9 October 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

 Mr John Speed

Mr Speed stated that the area around the bottle bank in Cookworthy Road car park was often strewn with plastic bags and there was no litter bin in the vicinity.  He also asked where the bottle bank was to be moved as the car park was due to be closed shortly.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the Clerk would request SHDC to sort out the cleanliness issue and also to ascertain where the bottle bank was to be moved. 
