MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 8 JANUARY 2008
Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




One Parishoner

At the outset Cllr Gilbert wished all present a Happy New Year.
07/184
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Graham James.

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Parishioners.

07/185
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

185.1
Cllr Chivers reported on crime statistics for December 2007.  A total of 25 crimes had been committed, compared to 44 crimes in December 2006.  The breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle one, criminal damage to motor vehicle one, burglary (non-dwelling) 3, theft 7, criminal damage 9, assault 3, and other offences one.  While he was concerned at the number of incidents of criminal damage; overall the crime figures showed a good reduction from the same period a year ago.  A local male had been arrested for a series of 4 burglaries and bailed to court.  Criminal damage had occurred at First Choice on New Years Eve and the free-standing advertising hoarding used in the incident had now been removed.  An assault on a male had also occurred on New Years Eve; the person had been a previous victim of assault in the town.  The Police were hoping to work with him on an individual basis to reduce the likelihood of such incidents re-occurring.  Finally, a motorcycle with speed detection equipment would be available by March in order to police speeding along the Embankment Road.

Cllr Rees reported that the Memorial Shelter was strewn with discarded bottles and cans of alcohol and there was much broken glass around.   Insp Chivers replied that Sgt Corkhill was aware of the issue and would be investigating. 
Cllr Lynn reported that the children’s play area in Duncombe Park was also covered in broken glass and discarded bottles of alcohol on the previous Saturday morning; and queried where the alcohol was being sourced.  Insp Chivers replied that CCTV on the town square had effectively dispersed people to other areas of the town.  Anecdotal evidence detailed that parents may be supplying children with alcohol and work was required with the Community College to stop this practice.  Cllr Gilbert enquired whether any progress had been made towards the external monitoring of CCTV.  Insp Chivers replied that he was aware of the benefits of live monitoring.  SHDC and Teignbridge District Council were working more closely together and the Kingsbridge system had the capacity to expand, so it was a matter of arranging a meeting structure to progress the proposal.  This could be discussed at the forthcoming council and Police liaison meeting.

Insp Chivers left the Chamber
185.2
County Cllr Brazil had attended the Highways & Traffic Orders Committee meeting in December 2007 which had considered the proposed Fore Street enhancement scheme.  The scheme had been approved for construction over 2 financial years with a qualification that no works took place 17 March to 20 October 2008 and during December 2008.  The town council’s Centre for Kingsbridge Community Working Group had met with DCC members and officers and the project was progressing well.  A dedicated bus from Kingsbridge to South Devon College was to commence on 10 January 2008.  A meeting was due between South Hams, Teignbridge and West Devon district councils to consider further joint working and shared services where he would encourage the monitoring of the town council’s CCTV system.  Following Exeter City Council’s failed bid for unitary status the Boundaries Commission was to review alternative unitary arrangements in Devon.  Finally, a tree warden in his own parish of Chivelstone had highlighted that a company in South Brent was giving away trees to community projects and he felt the town council’s Environment Working Group would wish to be aware. 
185.3
District Cllr O’Callaghan had been informed that the local Fire Service was concerned about access through Fore Street car park in relation to the proposed Tesco supermarket planning application.  Fire service personnel used the route as a short cut to the station and she was to look into it at SHDC.  She had asked 2 questions at the last SHDC full council meeting.  Firstly, she had asked for an assurance that the toilets in Fore Street car park were not to be closed as the toilets at the proposed new Tesco supermarket would obviously only be available during store opening hours.  She had been informed that there were no current plans for closure.  Secondly, she had asked whether it was correct for the managing director of Tone Leisure (contractor for district leisure centres) to also be a trustee of the group.  She had been informed that it was not a problem and the MD’s position was correct.  However, she had also noted no information on trustees at Quayside Leisure Centre or on the company’s website and was awaiting a response from SHDC Legal section.
Cllr Gilbert reported that he too had had an assurance from Cllr Hewitt of SHDC’s Executive Committee that the toilets would only be considered for closure when, and if, an equivalent service could be supplied at the proposed supermarket.  

Cllr Gilbert left the Chamber  
Cllr Romanos reported that it was part of charities law for organisations to publish names and information of their trustees.  Cllr Howarth reported that the trustees had had their photographs taken which would be positioned in the leisure centres alongside their contact details.  Finally, Cllr Williams confirmed that Tone Leisure held a 10 year contract for the management of the district leisure centres.
185.4
Cllr Howarth reported that there was only a single bay male and female toilet within the Tesco supermarket planning application.  The government grant settlement had been established for the forthcoming financial year and the average increase in the UK was 4%.  SHDC however, was to receive a 1% increase in financial year 2008/09, the lowest in the UK, 0.5% in FY 09/10 and 1.3% in FY 10/11.  The retail price index had increased at 4.2% therefore, in real terms, the grant represented a reduction per annum.  The local authority business incentive scheme, where SHDC had gained £100K last year, had now folded.  SHDC’s affordable housing policy document was at submission (final draft) stage.  A consultation was to follow and it was anticipated that the final version would become policy from 2009.  Details included:  a development of 6 houses or more would be required to include affordable housing, 55% of allocated sites in Kingsbridge would included affordable housing, other windfall development sites would be required to make a financial contribution to affordable housing at 10% for one dwelling, 20% 2-5, 35% 6-14 and 50% over 15.  A proposed residents’ parking scheme, to include free parking during mornings and on Sundays, had been halted due to significant financial risk as the cost may be up to £300K per annum.  It was feared that any change may alter residents’ habits and there were some sustainability issues too.  Income from parking was down £150K in the current financial year due partly to the bad weather.  He considered that the focus on parking issues should shift away from residents to traders.  There was however, a commitment to keep the situation under review.  There would be an impact on on-street car parking following delegation of traffic warden responsibilities to SHDC with effect from April 2008.  Fines would be aligned with SHDC’s off-street parking fines.  He noted that the parking watershed at 1800 was to be discussed at the meeting.

Cllr Rees queried how many other districts had their grants increased to 1% only; Cllr Howarth was not sure.  Cllr Gilbert reported that central government’s formula looked at the overall wealth of any given area and the South Hams was perceived as rich.  

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber

Cllr Yates asked whether there was a definition for ‘affordable housing’.  Cllr Howarth replied that there was indeed a nationally recognised brief.  

185.5
Cllr Gilbert had nothing to add to his fellow district councillors’ reports, save that on-street car parking fines collected by SHDC would be handed to DCC.
07/186
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  

07/187
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Gilbert had declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/185.3 during the discussion of Tone Leisure.
07/188
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 11 December 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
07/189
MAYOR’S REPORT
Members were in receipt of a report of Cllr Gilbert’s civic duties September to December 2007. 

07/190
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 2 January 2008.  


07/191
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 18 December 2007.  Members expressed disappointment that drainage and tarmacing of Quay House’s rear courtyard had not been completed to date and the Clerk would hasten Simon Proctor. 
07/192
CAR PARKING METERS

Cllr Rees reported that SHDC’s parking meters did not allow persons to pay for parking beyond watershed times of 0900 and 1800 should they arrive some time beforehand.  For example, a person in Quay car park at 1745 can pay until 1800 but is then directed to return at 1800 to pay for a longer stay.  In reality, people tended to ‘think on their feet’ and pay further monies into the meters at the time of arrival to encompass their entire stay.  However, it was questioned whether this was legally correct as there was no signage to highlight the vagaries of the system.  Cllr Howarth replied that he was aware of the matter and had sought the advice of Ian Hosking (SHDC Street Scene Officer). The latter had given an assurance that car parking attendants acted intelligently and inspected parking tickets for the amount of monies placed in the meters, in addition to expiry times.  It was RESOLVED to write to SHDC detailing the current situation, to question the legality of the same, and to query the way forward.
07/193
CLERK’S REPORT

193.1
Feedback from previous meeting.  All actions taken.
193.2
Christmas Lights Appeal.  £7,108.64 had been raised from donations making a total of £8,075.51 including the starting balance.  £6,740.00 was due to be paid thereby leaving a carried forward balance to next year of £1,335.51.  A wash-up meeting was to be held with the contractors Torbay Display.
193.3
Buses – Fore Street.  A meeting with bus companies’ operators was to be held at 1400 on Thursday 10th January to discuss bus routing via Fore Street.
193.4
South Hams Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  The next meeting was to be held in Quay House during Spring 2008.
193.5
KTC/Police Liaison Meeting.  The next quarterly meeting was to be held at 1000 on Thursday 24th January with Insp Chivers, Sgt Corkhill & PC Chesworth.   

193.6
Licensing of New Priest.  Members gave a show of hands for the attendance at the licensing of Reverend Prebendary A K Yeldham on Friday 25th January.
193.7
Quay House – Broken Window.  Two broken windows were discovered a.m. Friday 4th January in Room 8 (rear of Quay House at 1st floor) probably occasioned by air rifle shots.  The incident had been reported to the Police.  Council’s insurance excess was £250 however, the repairs had been conducted at less than this price therefore nil claim could be made.
193.8
Kingsbridge Community Garden – Public Signage.  KCG trustees had requested council to support their bid for public signage to DCC (akin to brown signs giving directions to Rural Life Museum & Reel Cinema).  Members considered this to be an excellent idea and the Clerk would send a letter to KCG lending its support.
193.9
Kingsbridge Farmers’ Market.  South Hams Farmers Market was to submit an application to hold a 2nd farmers market in Kingsbridge on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  Members felt this was a reasonable request but wished the Chamber of Commerce to be consulted too and for council to made aware of their decision.  The Clerk would request Carol Trant (SHDC) to consult with the Chamber of Commerce.
07/194
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

194.1   Cllr Freeman reported that he had not been able to attend the last 

meeting of the Saltstone Group.

194.2   Cllr Howarth had attended a recent meeting of the Chamber of
Commerce.  Interest had been shown in the production of a Kingsbridge

sustainable shopping bag and local ‘champions’ had been sourced in Alwyn &

Sally Milburn to take the project forward.  The Chamber was to write to its

members shortly highlighting a range of business which it was working upon in

partnership with the town council.

194.3   Cllr Yates had attended a meeting of the Estuary Boat Club; the

Harbourmaster had been present.  It was hoped that some old dinghies could

be supplied to the Kingsbridge In Bloom project for floral displays.

194.4   Cllr Griffin had held a most productive meeting with Jon Parkinson
(SHDC Leisure Officer) to discuss open spaces and youth issues.
Unfortunately, he was unable to attend forthcoming Friday Coffee Shops at the
Rest Centre and asked whether other members could make a spot visit
between 2030 and 2300.

194.5   Cllr Gilbert had attended the latest mobile skatepark event on Monday

7th January.  Cllr Williams reported that feedback detailed older skaters were

not using the facility and suggested different sessions for younger and older

skaters.  The Clerk would make NCDC supervisors and Karen Price (DCC
Youth Services) aware.
07/195
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 8 January 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,692.72 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/196
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/197
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.
07/198
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public left the Chamber

Confidential

07/201
CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY

Cllrs Griffin & Romanos gave a report to members on the current status of the Centre for Kingsbridge Community project.  It was RESOLVED to budget for £10,000 for pre-development costs for the CKC project; to be paid in 2 stages: £5,000 in the current financial year and £5,000 in financial year 2008/09.  
07/199
FINANCE COMMITTEES

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committees held on 12 December 2007 and 8 January 2008. 
07/200
BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009

Members were in receipt of a draft budget for the next financial year which would necessitate an increase in Precept of 8.6%.  This would require council’s proportion of Band D council tax to be levied at approximately £40.73; an increase of £3.21 per annum.  The amount of council reserves was considered to be fair and reasonable given anticipated income and expenditure.  It was RESOLVED to accept the budget for Financial Year 2008/2009, which is now re-produced at Annex A, and to set the Precept at £94,556.
The meeting closed at 2120.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Budget for Financial Year 2008/2009.

