MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 8 APRIL 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




Sally O’Dwyer, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Sixty Parishoners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

07/276
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

It was RESOLVED to co-opt Michael McGing as a town councillor; following a casual vacancy in North Ward.  Cllr McGing read out his declaration of acceptance of office and undertaking to observe the authority’s code of conduct.  
07/277
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Anne Balkwill.

Public Open Forum

Several questions and statements were made from Kingsbridge parishioners at Annex A.

The majority of members of the public left the Chamber on completion.

07/278
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

278.1
Cllr Chivers reported on crime statistics for March 2008.  A total of 22 crimes had been committed, compared to 38 crimes in March 2007.  The breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 4, burglary (dwelling) 1, theft/fraud 4, criminal damage 3, and assault/violence 9.  Of the 9 assaults reported, 8 suspects had been identified and the majority of offenders were actually known to the victims.  The burglary (dwelling) offence concerned a foster child returning to a previous address.  Operation Quickstrike took place during March which dealt with traffic offences; to this end 130 tickets were issued for parking offences in Fore Street alone.  Interestingly it was mainly local people who were committing the offences.  On 4 April 2008 the Fire Service’s “Education Bus” attended the Quay and along with the Police Neighbourhood Team targeted local ‘boy racers’ with shock tactics showing them disturbing footage of fatal road traffic collisions.  There was a very positive response from young drivers.  When stopped for speeding on the night they were taken to the Fire bus rather than being given a ticket.  Insp Chivers thanked town councillors for attending on the evening.  Officers were also employed on the Embankment Road using the Speed Ace camera.  Speed data had been collected from Church Street from 30 October to 7 November 2007.  It identified that the issue of speeding was a perceived one and not an actual speed problem.  The mean speed, from 3,935 vehicles per day using the road, was 20.5 mph.  There were only 25 vehicles over 30 mph with most vehicles travelling between 16 and 21 mph.  Overall, drivers were very compliant and the area was deemed to be ‘low risk’.  Finally, the traffic warden had been moved to other tasks, and Insp Chivers hoped that members agreed that the Police had greater issues of concern and parking issues should be a second priority. 

Cllr Gilbert commented that Saturday evening/Sunday morning had witnessed a number of unsavoury incidents in the town including rowdy behaviour, broken shop windows and fights.  Insp Chivers replied that his team were reviewing CCTV footage and other leads however, the investigation was in its early days and he would feedback in due course.

Cllr Yates reported that the public toilets in the town square had been vandalised with doors broken on Saturday evening.  He had also noticed signage in Plymouth detailing it was illegal to purchase alcohol to pass on to persons under 18 years however, he had not seen similar signage in the town.  Insp Chivers replied that he would follow-up on the latter point via the Licensing Victuallers Association however, he was aware that the larger corporations highlighted such issues moreover, letters had been sent from the Community College warning parents/guardians of under age drinking.  Cllr Yates also asked if there was news from the incident of 14 March 2008 when an ambulance had attended the Memorial Shelter.  Insp Chivers replied that he would hasten the matter.  

Finally, Cllr Williams suggested that a ‘show and shine’ competition could be held for young drivers to show off their cars.  The suggestion gained much support from members.

278.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that he would be taking a keen interest in the progress of Footpath No.15 issue.  Regarding the current local government review in Devon, DCC had announced its preferred option based on 3 councils:  Plymouth, Torbay and a new unitary authority to take responsibility for services currently provided by the County and District Councils.  He supported this proposal.  The latter would devolve powers to clusters of parishes around 28 market and coastal towns in the county, of which Kingsbridge would be one.  The communities would be headed by Community Boards consisting of town and parish councils, and key pubic service partners chaired by a unitary councillor.  However, personally he would only wish to see a board represented by democratically elected members i.e. a unitary councillor alongside local parish councillors.  Finally, he believed the key issue locally was to ensure no loss of the South Hams to either Plymouth or Torbay.       

278.3
District Cllr Gilbert reported that Salcombe Harbour Board had recommended the installation of a visitors’ pontoon at Kingsbridge adjacent to Quayside Leisure Centre.  The Harbour Board meeting had also co-opted Peter Waring as a new member.  Cllr Romanos asked if the Harbour Board would be likely to write to KTC regarding the loss of Footpath No.15; Cllr Gilbert replied that this was likely to be the case. 

278.4
District Cllr Howarth reported that SHDC held a different perspective than DCC regarding the local government review in Devon and had proposed a South Devon and Dartmoor unitary authority to combine the current responsibilities of South Hams District, Teignbridge District and West Devon Borough Councils.  This would encompass a population of 250,000 people and WDBC had approved the proposal however, TDC had several concepts which it was to put forward.  A DCC sponsored Listening Event was to take place on 10 April 2008 in Ivybridge.  Finally, Quayside Leisure Centre had received a higher grading following a recent assessment and he was pleased to report that the town had a fantastic leisure centre. 

278.5
District Cllr O’Callaghan had attended SHDC full council meeting of 27 March 2008 where she had posed 2 questions.  Firstly, she had asked what action was being taken to counter the risk posed by boy racers in council car parks endangering their own safety and that of other drivers and pedestrians.  Cllr May had informed her that SHDC was working closely with the Police to address the issue however, speed bumps were not considered to be effective.  A meeting had been arranged at Quay House on 15 April 2008 to discuss the matter with KTC members, SHDC officers and the Police.  Secondly, she had asked what safeguards were in place to prevent further public confusion over when overnight car parking charges should apply.  In response, Cllr Hewitt advised that information would be displayed next to or on the pay and display machines to explain the conditions of use for the car parks.  The conditions would also include the level of charges, when the charges were to be made, if overnight charges were in place and what the charge would be.

The new national bus passes for over 60 years were late in despatch however, townspeople could still use the current ones until mid-April.  She had been approached by parishioners in Westville requesting a residents’ car parking scheme or restricted car parking at specific times in order to prevent all day parking.  She intended to raise the matter at SHDC.  Finally, she was aware of a planning decision at Tumbly Hill which had been communicated to KTC’s Planning Committee at its last meeting.  The development had been approved in October 2006 but the delay was due to the production of a S106 agreement and land swap issues regarding Quay car park.  The latter had diverted a public footpath but nil car parking spaces had been lost.

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber

07/279
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert agreed to take an item of urgent business:  “Centre for Kingsbridge Community” under confidential matters.

07/280
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/281
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 25 March 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

07/282
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1 April 2008.  

07/283
MEMORIAL SHELTER

Cllr Yates reported that anti-social behaviour and drinking of alcohol at the Memorial Shelter, Embankment Road had been brought up at a recent meeting of the Policy Committee.  The Police were very aware of the matter.  He felt however, that this was not purely a policing issue and should also be of concern to DCC’s Social Services and Youth Service.  Cllr Rees and Romanos further reported that a flowerbed had been vandalised and bottles were thrown at nearby boats.   

Cllr Freeman was concerned at concentrating too much at one particular location and alerted members to issues at Dodbrooke Church and Duncombe Park. The key issues were that an arrest required 2 Police officers to escort an offender to Torbay thereby diluting numbers on the beat in Kingsbridge and to attempt to cut-off the supply of alcohol.  Cllr Lynn agreed and reported that Plymouth and Torbay had huge ASB issues; she considered that parents and older friends could assist.  Cllr Williams commented that it was DCC Youth Service’s intention to carry out detached youth work around the town but unfortunately due to sickness, and requirement of 3 staff at the Friday night leisure centre nights, it had not been possible to date.  It was agreed that a letter requesting manpower support be sent to Devon Youth Service.  The Clerk reported that DCC had surveyed the positioning of spot lights from 2 adjacent street lamps and he was awaiting costs etc.  Finally, Cllr Howarth mentioned that a mobile CCTV camera could be used to tour different locations.  
Members agreed that the situation required careful monitoring.
The Press left the Chamber

07/284
OPEN SPACES

Cllr Yates reported that the upkeep and maintenance of open spaces in the town had also been brought up at a recent Policy Committee.  He considered that the town’s open spaces e.g. parks and play equipment were in a poor condition.  Moreover, bare grass verges, dead trees, litter and poor flower beds all painted a grim picture.  He felt it would be beneficial to know what finances SHDC had allocated this financial year and what action was planned.  In particular, he wished to know the plans for Trebblepark which was outside the report commissioned from CABE (the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment).  Cllr Howarth endorsed his comments and felt that this had been the case for a long time.  He complimented Cllrs Balkwill & Rees on their excellent work within the Environment Working Group and felt they had made significant progress with SHDC.  In the medium term the CABE report would produce an overall plan for the town.  Furthermore, Kingsbridge In Bloom was a superb open spaces initiative which had become a whole community venture.  Cllr Rees commented that the CABE report would provide coherence, which was currently lacking e.g. 6 different types of seating along the Embankment Road.  Cllr Howarth and herself were due to hold their first meeting with CABE officers on 11 April 2008; it was likely that a report would be produced in 6 months time.  Cllr Gilbert summarised that matters were improving with the CABE report initiated, works to take place in the town square shortly, and the Kingsbridge In Bloom project.

Cllr Romanos queried the way forward regarding the Recreation Ground toilets which were to be closed from hereon.  Cllr Gilbert detailed that this was due to spiralling costs for SHDC in order to keep repairing damage caused by vandalism.  It was RESOLVED to write to SHDC requesting for the Recreation Ground toilets to remain open.   

07/285
CLERK’S REPORT

285.1
Nomination Forms for Deputy Town Mayor.  Members received the forms; the deadline for nominations was Friday 18 April 2008.

285.2
Grant Aid – Thank You.  A kind thank you note had been r
received from David Lavender of Kingsbridge Community Garden for KTC’s funding of £150 towards production of promotional leaflets.

285.3
Parish Cluster Meeting – Notes from meeting of 22 January 2008.

The Clerk had received Notes from the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Parish Cluster meeting (SHDC’s CS/KSW dated 27 March 2008).  KTC had had to give apologies due to a council meeting the same evening.  

285.4 South Devon Coastal Local Action Group – consultation meeting at

6th Form Lounge, Kingsbridge Community College – 6.00 p.m. Wednesday 16 April 2008.  The Clerk announced the same.

285.5 Local Government Review in Devon – Listening Event at Ivybridge

Town Hall – 7.00 p.m. Thursday 10 April 2008.  The Clerk announced the same.

285.6 Police Authority Liaison Meeting – South Hams West Sector

– meeting at Ivybridge Town Hall 7.30 p.m. Monday 28 April 2008.  Cllr McGing would attend.

285.7 Citizens Advice Bureau – Temporary Suspension of Outreach

Service in Quay House.  Unfortunately there would be no CAB Outreach Service for 4 weeks with effect from 9 April 2008 due to staff resource issues.  However, the new CAB manager had reported that it may be possible to provide cover for the last 2 weeks in April.

285.8
Graffiti Walkabout.  The Clerk had conducted a town walkabout with PC Paul Chesworth on 2 April 2008 to observe graffiti; “Name that tag – for a cash reward” posters had been placed around the town.

285.9
Mayor’s Report – January to March 2008.  Members received the town mayor’s report of his recent duties.

285.10   Garden Party 2008.  Each year DAPC was asked to select via ballot 6 places (3 couples) for the Garden Parties at Buckingham House and in accordance with tradition the Chairman and his consort had been put forward.  The good news was that Kingsbridge had been selected this year.  Cllr Gilbert expressed his pleasure at selection.
07/286
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

286.1 Cllr Lynn had attended a recent meeting of Fair Week Committee.

286.2 Cllr Yates had attended the Plastic Bag meeting; matters were

progressing well.

286.3 Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

286.4 Cllr Griffin had organised, alongside Jon Parkinson (SHDC Recreation 

Officer), the inaugural meeting of the Community Sports Hub.  The meeting had not been very well attended however, it had been positive and matters were progressing.

286.5 Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.

07/287
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 31 March 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £9,050.73 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/289
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.

07/290
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public left the Chamber

07/291
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Clerk reported that it would not be necessary to suspend Standing Orders in order to hold a secret ballot for the election of town mayor as only one nomination had been received.  The nomination was for Cllr Gilbert.

07/292
ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR MAYORAL YEAR 2008/2009

Cllr Gilbert thanked members for their continued support and he was looking 

forward to a second year in office.  

07/288
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:



CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY (CKC)

Cllr Romanos proposed that KTC entered into 2 contracts:

· Kensington Taylor Architects – for architect and support services

· De Facto Business Planners – for production of a business plan

It was RESOLVED for KTC to have contracts with Kensington Taylor Architects and De Facto Business Planners.

The meeting closed at 2100.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.
Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes of

8 April 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Lawrence Townsend made a statement as the Christian Aid representative for Kingsbridge & District Churches Together.
Members were in receipt of a Christian Aid fact sheet.   He requested support in their fundraising for Christian Aid Week 11 to 17 May 2008.  Last year’s campaign saw an increase over the 2006 collection of 35% to £11,500.  Christian Aid depended on the Red Envelope door to door collections which brought in 80% of income, alongside street collections e.g. at Somerfield.  This year it was planned to have 4 collection points in town.  He was canvassing for collectors and would be pleased with moral support and delighted with practical help.  Christian Aid Week was an opportunity to bring communities together, raising awareness and cash for people in the 3rd world to have a better life.  

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Townsend for his appeal.  
2.   Alan Bardsley (Carlton Management Kingsbridge Ltd), Bruce Kemp, Tim Noyce, Roger Simcox, Roger Trembath, W.H. Burgoyne, Yvonne Kerslake-Brameld, Jinx Martin, County Cllr Julian Brazil, and others, made statements regarding the decision by the Planning Inspectorate not to confirm the Modification Order 2006 (Definitive Map Review) for Footpath No.15 Kingsbridge.

The salient points follow:

· The footpath was not actually closed – adjacent landowners acknowledged public usage but there were concerns regarding the line and width of the path - the current situation was that the footpath remained undefined.
· It had come as a major surprise to townspeople, landowners and DCC that the Planning Inspectorate had not approved the Modification Order – no one was expecting this decision.
· Without the protection of a Modification Order there would always be a fear that the footpath could be closed.
· Passage through the boatyard was currently difficult.
· Landowners could change and therefore the attitude towards the footpath could change – it was no good in relying on the goodwill of current landowners.
· The Boatyard had made a planning application in the past to develop its site.
· The lack of public support for the footpath was due to the fact that no one felt it was in danger.
· The large number of members of public at the meeting that evening showed what an emotive subject it was.
· There was much evidence from townspeople detailing rights of access had been allowed and used by generations of Kingsbridge families.
· The Rights of Way Act 2000 introduced a ‘cut-off date’ of 2026 by which time claims for rights of way to be added to the definitive map must be made.
· The footpath should be enhanced as it could be difficult to negotiate in the dark particularly for elderly or young people.
· If the footpath was lost it would mean a stretch of some 80 metres along the Embankment Road without a footpath.
Cllr Gilbert responded that KTC would be discussing the matter as a formal agenda item at its next meeting on 22 April 2008.  The options proposed by DCC were:
· To pursue a formal application for a further Modification Order however, as the review had already been undertaken in Kingsbridge any new claim would have to be deferred until the rest of the district was complete.  Although exceptions may be made if the route is likely to be lost i.e. through development.
· In the event of any future redevelopment it may be possible to achieve a public path through the planning process at the appropriate time.
· An approach to the affected landowners to seek an agreement for formal dedication of a path which would meet the approval of all parties.
Cllr Gilbert asked County Cllr Brazil for his comments.  Cllr Brazil reported that he would do everything he could to retain the right of way and would investigate taking the matter to Judicial Review or attempt to obtain another Modification Order.  He urged townspeople to write letters, rather than signing petitions, and to be as explicit as possible.  

Cllr Gilbert summarised that the matter would be a formal agenda item at the next meeting of council on 22 April 2008.  In the meantime, the issue would be detailed on council’s website and all letters of support to retain the footpath should be addressed to the Town Clerk.
