MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Sixteen Parishoners




Justin Martyn-Smith, Bayview Estates Limited




Simon Hurst, Burgess Architects




John Mottram, Burgess Architects



Tim Robinson, Tesco Stores Limited




John Forsyth, Roger Tym and Partners




Jacqueline Chester, Roger Tym and Partners




Peter Sandover, Sandover Associates Limited
07/159
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill, Graham James and Philip Yates.

Public Open Forum

Representatives of Bayview Estate Agents, Burgess Architects and Tesco gave a situation report and took questions on the proposed supermarket development off Cookworthy Road.  District Cllr O’Callaghan, Liz Lee, Alan Welch, Irene Jeeninga and Graham Price asked questions and made statements.

The Public Open Forum is an Annex A.
07/160
LOWER UNION ROAD FEASIBILITY STUDY

John Forsyth of Roger Tym & Partners presented the final report of the Union Road Mixed Use Development Study.  He reported that members of the Steering Group had received 3 presentations as the study had progressed and a meeting had been held with landowners.  Copies of the final report would be made available to members on completion of the meeting.  Three options had been achieved, one of which was quite radical involving a new road into the area from Cookworthy Road to allow better access.  The ideas could not be imposed upon landowners and they would be reliant on individuals or groups to invest for the future.  Indeed, the majority of change could only be realised by private investment however, Section 106 monies could be sought from private residential development to pay towards improvements in the street scene.
Cllr Gilbert thanked the consultants for their comprehensive report and asked Mr Alan Welch, who had raised a question during the Public Open Forum, whether his question had been answered.  Mr Welch supported the option which incorporated a new road and allowed access into the proposed SHDC car park on the former Western Power depot.  John Forsyth recognised that other matters had to be considered too however, the consultants felt that the ‘new road’ option may be the best possible action.  Cllr Gilbert recognised that there was a synergy with the Tesco supermarket development.
It was RESOLVED to receive the final report of the Lower Union Road Mixed Use Development Feasibility Study.

07/161
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert proposed one item of urgent business which he would take immediately.  
07/170
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN - REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES  

Cllr Gilbert reported that council had one representative on the Chamber of Commerce, Cllr Graham James, who found it difficult to attend meetings.  He suggested that Cllr Mike Howarth, already part of the group, could be dual-hatted and attend to represent council also.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Howarth as an additional council representative on the Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce.
07/162
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/163
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 13 November 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/164
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 20 November 2007 be received and adopted.  
07/165
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations made in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 16 November 2007.

07/166
FORE STREET CAR PARK – CLOSURE OF EXIT TO FORE STREET

Cllr Gilbert reported that the Chamber of Commerce was not opposed to the 

proposal to close the exit from Fore Street car park to Fore Street and the 

town’s 3 district councillors were in agreement; the entrance was to remain open.  The final decision rested with SHDC and may be the subject of legal issues.  Cllr Howarth supported the proposal detailing exit closure would be safer for pedestrians and would stop the current ‘rat run’ from Cookworthy Road to Fore Street.  It was RESOLVED to request SHDC to close the exit from Fore Street car park to Fore Street; subject to the resolution of legal matters.
07/167
CLERK’S REPORT

167.1
Feedback from council meeting of 13 November 2007.  All actions taken.
167.2
Disabled parking bay – 58 Rack Park Road, Kingsbridge.  DCC was to mark a disabled parking bay at the location in order to assist the occupant.
167.3
DCC Temporary Road Closure Notice – Ebrington Street 26 to 30 November 2007 for utility works.  The Clerk announced the same.  Members commented that the works may have been completed.
167.4
Budget Meeting with Town & Parish Councils.  To be held in the Council Chamber, Follaton House, Totnes on Thursday 17 January 2008 at 1900 (refreshments from 1830).  The meeting would receive reports from Devon County Council, D&C Police Authority and Devon Fire & Rescue Service and was limited to a maximum of 2 representatives per council.
167.5
Public Space Strategy for Kingsbridge.  To be held at the Common Room, 6th Form Block, Kingsbridge Community College on Monday 10 December 2007 at 1800 and chaired by Cllr Anne Balkwill.  Invitations had been sent from Ken Carter (SHDC Head of Landscape & Leisure) to all local community groups to explore opportunities for future management of the town’s public spaces and review how interested parties can realise an action plan together
07/168
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

168.1   Cllr Freeman, alongside Cllrs Gilbert, Griffin & Lynn, reported that council had taken part in the South Hams Quiz event in Totnes and had not come in last.

168.2   Cllr Rees reported that she had attended a recent meeting of the Local Agenda 21 Group where, amongst other topics, the new supermarket had been discussed.

168.3   Cllr Howarth reported that the next meeting of the Saltstone Group was to be held at 1900 on Monday 17 December 2007 in Quay House.  Unfortunately he was unable to attend.  Cllr Freeman commented that he could be available.

168.4   Cllrs Williams and Griffin had attended a recent meeting to discuss the  Friday Night Coffee Shop in the Rest Centre.  The previous Friday had seen over 30 young people enjoy the facility.  Free hot chocolate and coffee was served and it was proving to be a well utilised meeting place for young people.  The Police were very supportive of the venture.  Cllr Gilbert, on behalf of council, congratulated them on their efforts.
168.5   Cllr Griffin, alongside Cllr Thorning, had been a judge at the town criers’ competition during the Extravaganza celebrations.  The event had proved very popular and had been well organised by Roger Pinder, town crier.
168.6   Cllr Washington had attended a Local Actions & Rural Connections Group meeting which had been interesting.  Alan Stapleton was to make a presentation to council at its meeting of 22 January 2008.

07/169
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 27 November 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £24,062.44 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/171
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

171.1   Cllr Williams asked what could be done regarding recycling of boxes from traders in Fore Street.  Cllr Gilbert replied that trade recycling was the subject of current discussion at SHDC; a scheme was likely to introduced however, traders would probably be required to pay.

171.2   Cllr Griffin commented that a string of Christmas lights was not working.  Cllr Gilbert reported that lights were out at 3 locations at the bottom of Fore Street and had been reported however, overall the lights looked very good.  Cllr Washington felt that council may be able to improve the Quay area or place lights in trees.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the Clerk would place as an agenda item for the Property Committee.

Cllr Gilbert commented that it would be worthwhile to have a council social evening in early January 2008 to start the year.  Cllr Griffin was nominated as point of contact and members were requested to liaise. 
The meeting closed at 2025.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A to


Council Minutes of

 27 November 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Justin Martyn-Smith (Bayview Estates Limited), Simon Hurst & John Mottram (Burgess Architects) and Tim Robinson (Tesco Stores Limited)
Mr Martyn-Smith, following his visit 2 weeks previously, reported that he and his colleagues had met with SHDC officers that day and were keen to press on with a detailed planning application for a new supermarket following the approval of an outline application earlier in the year.  He introduced Tim Robinson (Acquisition Executive) of Tesco.

Mr Robinson reported that Tesco was delighted to come to Kingsbridge.  While there had been some hesitancy in the past, the company was now firmly committed to developing a new store in the town.  Consultation with local people was to take place and a public exhibition would be held.  

Cllrs Griffin, Howarth, Rees & Williams asked questions regarding the development.  The representatives of Bayview, Burgess and Tesco answered as follows:

· Sustainability and care of the environment were key issues for Tesco.  For example, all new stores were built to re-use rainwater and the Kingsbridge build would be the current lead store as environmental solutions/impact progressed.
· Tesco acknowledged council’s request for the store to incorporate as much ‘green’ technology as possible and the local community college was a science centre which may wish to become involved.  It had environmental programmes with Manchester University and Tesco’s Chief Executive had made it policy for all their buildings to be environmentally-friendly.  For example, some stores used wind turbine energy and combined heat power supply was standard.  There had been a huge leap forward in the last 2 years in such matters and the architects reported that the store would be virtually 100% sustainable.
· Tesco acknowledged that the link between the store and the town centre was pivotal, that the town had a high percentage of people of retirement age who may have concerns with negotiating a large number of steps to the town centre, that the number of steps was a real issue and that an outdoor escalator should be considered.  

· An outdoor escalator from the supermarket to Fore Street car park had not been included in the plans to date.  Integrating the 2 different levels required work alongside SHDC who owned Fore Street car park.  Fore Street car park was not suitable for shopping trolleys due to its gradient of 1 in 20 and trolleys required to be stopped from being taken there. 

· 175 car parking spaces had been included in the initial outline planning application and a new long stay car park on the former Western Power Depot was to be developed.  Free car parking, and any time limit for the same, was to be researched.  Tesco was mindful that the town should benefit from the store too however, it could not have free all day parking and therefore some form of management was required to realise a correct balance between the store and the town centre.

· The current notice to vacate Cookworthy car park was December 2007 but this was likely to move to February 2008.  The new 70 space long stay car park would be provided in lieu.  It may be possible to keep parts of Cookworthy car park open as the build progressed and there was a 6 month period to deliver the new car park from the date of closure of the old.  
Chairman’s response   
Cllr Gilbert thanked all 4 representatives, and in particular Tim Robinson, for addressing council and giving such a detailed situation report.  This was the beginning of a good relationship and he hoped the public would be kept informed as matters progressed.  Council requested the best access possible between the store and the town centre and looked forward to seeing much innovation in the store’s design particularly concerning environmental issues.
Messrs Martyn-Smith, Hurst, Mottram & Robinson left the Chamber alongside several members of public
2.   District Cllr O’Callaghan
Cllr O’Callaghan welcomed the report on Tesco.  She noted that members of the public had not had the opportunity to ask questions and the detailed planning application may be received shortly.  She requested that a public meeting be held with representatives of Tesco to gauge the feelings of townspeople.  She also noted an agenda item which proposed the closure of the exit to Fore Street from Fore Street car park and enquired whether this was to tie-in with mooted closure of the public toilets in the car park.
Chairman’s response

Cllr Gilbert replied that a public meeting with Tesco could be considered however, closure of the exit to Fore Street had nothing to do with the location of toilets.  
3.   Liz Lee
Ms Lee noted that at the last council meeting Mr Martyn-Smith had reported Tesco would supply 35% of non-food goods and enquired how such goods were defined.
Chairman’s response

Cllr Howarth, on behalf of the Chairman, responded that it was up to 35% so may be a lot less.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he could supply her with a SHDC paper which reported on such matters.  He also reassured Ms Lee that council would try its utmost to protect the livelihood of the town.  
4.   Alan Welch
Mr Welch felt the Lower Union Road Feasibility Study was a good concept which placed the initiative with freeholders to take forward.  A key issue was access to Orchard Industrial Estate which was adjacent to the new car park being supplied to SHDC by Bayview Estates.  However, the latter plans would mean that some of the ambitions for Union Road could not be realised which would be a shame.

Chairman’s response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the consultants’ final report on the Feasibility Study was to be heard shortly at the next agenda item.
5.   Irene Jeeninga
Ms Jeeninga enquired how the dates for free car parking days had been agreed with SHDC as she was aware that traders were not in favour of them and could they be changed.

Chairman’s response 
The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that the dates had been agreed between an officer at SHDC and himself.  Two free car parking days were allowed and one evening from 5.00 p.m. (the latter to allow parity with another town in the district).  The dates were on the same occasions as the 2 previous years and he had not been made aware of any misgivings in the past, they had been announced in council’s newsletter and SHDC had sanctioned – they could not be changed.  Next year he would ask the Chamber of Commerce for their preferred dates.
6.   Graham Price
Mr Price asked what impact the new CCTV system was having.
Chairman’s response 
Cllr Gilbert replied that it was still early days but the Police were very supportive of the system.  The Clerk added that it was council’s ambition to roll-out the system to other parts of the town centre and preliminary discussions had already been held with the Chamber of Commerce.  The local CID had recorded theft/damage of over £9,000 since September in the Fore Street area.  While he was not suggesting that CCTV could have prevented this he proffered that it was a most valuable tool for the Police and they had viewed CCTV film to support their current operations.
