MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 26 JUNE 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Graham James




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




9 Parishoners

07/49

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr David Thorning & Ruth Nickson (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette).

Public Open Forum
Iris Sumption & Roger Symcox made the statements at Annex A.
07/50

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

07/51

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Howarth & Washington declared prejudicial interests in agenda item 07/54: ‘Policy Committee’; sub-agenda item 07/16: ‘Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership (KSAP)’.

07/52

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 June 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/53

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee of 19 June 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Six out of 7 decisions received were in accordance with council’s Recommendations.  There was no tree works or correspondence to consider.  One planning application received was Recommended for approval.  Members had been alerted to a proposal to give delegated powers to the committee which was due to be discussed that evening.
It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

Cllrs Howarth & Washington left the Chamber for sub-agenda item 07/16 during the following agenda item:

07/54
POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee of 19 June 

2007; which were delivered by Cllrs Howarth & Yates.  Recommendations were 

made on:  adoption of Working Groups’ Action Plans, revision of the town plan,

requests from KSAP, Kingsbridge Community College’s proposal for

trust status, Exeter City Council’s bid for unitary status, councillor training,
Citizen of the Year, and the Civic Dinner.  An action plan for the ‘Safety & Security Working Group’ was to be produced on completion of forthcoming meeting with DCC Highways personnel on 5 July 2007; regarding Fore Street pedestrian and traffic issues.  

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.

07/55
PLANNING COMMITTEE – ALLOCATION OF DELEGATED POWERS

Members were in receipt of a report from Cllr Freeman detailing a proposal for 
the delegation of decision making powers to the Planning Committee; rather

than the current system of making recommendations to be considered at full

council.  Such powers to be subject to the following safeguards:  a call-in procedure for decisions made and major developments to be resolved by full council.  Terms of Reference would be required to be amended, and committee agendas would include a listing of planning decisions and applications in order to give requisite notice to members and parishioners alike.  It was RESOLVED to delegate decision-making powers to the Planning Committee.
07/56
PROPOSAL TO CLOSE KINGSBRIDGE JOB CENTRE

Members had previously been distributed a letter from Phil Weeks, Devon & 

Cornwall Job Centre Plus Manager, proposing the closure of the Kingsbridge

Office and transfer of services to Totnes.  Members were mindful of comments

made during the Public Open Forum and were unanimous in their opposition to the proposal.  The job centre helped not only those seeking jobs but, amongst others, advised on claiming benefits and offered a face-to-face service on complex issues.  Many people still did not have access to IT equipment to make enquires and the nearest other centres, at Plymouth and Totnes, were time consuming to reach.  It was considered that closure would hit some of the most vulnerable people in the community.  It was RESOLVED to reply to Mr Weeks stating council’s very strong opposition to the proposal for the closure of Kingsbridge Job Centre; copies to be sent to Anthony Steen MP and Stephen Timms MP.     
07/57
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2007
Members were in receipt of notes from a Christmas Lights meeting held on 11 June 2007.  Cllr Gilbert reported that unfortunately once again the lights were in jeopardy as the Chamber of Commerce had been unable to find anyone to organise.  It was Recommended that council facilitated the provision of Christmas lights for 2007 which would involve providing banking facilities, office support and some financial support.  Over £5,000 was required to be raised locally and members showed their appreciation to Sandy Gilbert who had offered to co-ordinate the fundraising however, a huge team effort was required.  It was RESOLVED for council to facilitate the administration and fundraising effort to realise the town’s Christmas Lights for 2007.
07/58

CLERK’S REPORT
58.1
Feedback from council meeting of 12 June 2007.  All actions taken.
58.2
DCC’s Temporary Road Closure – Baptist Lane, Kingsbridge from 23-25 July 2007 for utility work.  The Clerk announced the same.
58.3
Election of Cllr Freeman to DAPC’s County Committee 2007-2011.  The Clerk announced the same.
58.4
Appointment of new Kingsbridge Police Inspector.  Inspector Phil Chivers had been appointed as the new Sector Inspector with effect from 2 July 2007.  
58.5
Kingsbridge Youth Market – 0900-1300 on Saturday 30 June 2007 at the town hall.  The Clerk promoted the same. 
58.6
Devon Primary Care Trust & Devon County Council – Public Conversation Events.  DPCT & DCC in partnership were to conduct a strategic review of health and social care in Devon.  The review was to take place in 2 main phases.  Firstly, an initial fact finding phase to access needs, take stock of services and listen to views of local people.  Then a secondary development phase commencing in September 2007 to propose the strategic direction for health & social care for the next 5 years followed by appropriate consultation.  A series of local conversation events was to take place throughout Devon, run as ‘drop ins’, including:  Tuesday 5th July 1430-1600 & 1830-2000 at Thurlestone Hotel, nr Kingsbridge.  

 58.7
South Hams Local Development Framework – Consultation Events July 2007.  SHDC was to publish the following development plan documents (DPDs) as part of the Local Development Framework (LDF):

· Rural Areas DPD (Issues & Options Stage)

· Affordable Housing DPD (Preferred Options Stage)

· Development Control Core Policies DPD (Preferred Options Stage).

Formal consultation periods ranged from 6 to 9 weeks.  A public information day was to be held 1400-1830 on Wednesday 18th July at Quayside Leisure Centre, with displays explaining the main elements of the documents.  SHDC had also arranged a number of meetings and focus groups specifically to discuss the Rural Areas document which is at its initial Issues and Options stage.  All parish & town councils, along with appropriate stakeholders, were invited to these:
Wednesday 18th July 1930-2030 at Quayside Leisure Centre Creche Room (briefing followed by Q&A session).

Focus groups were intended for more in depth discussion:

Thursday 19th July 1000-1300 or Thursday 6th September 1900-2030 
at Follaton House (Cary Room), Totnes.

58.8
Kingsbridge Town Crier – Devon Champion.  Roger Pinder had won the Devon Championships at the weekend.
07/59
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
59.1   Cllr Lynn had attended a recent meeting of Kingsbridge Fair Week; the 
committee was looking for carnival participants.

59.2   Cllr Rees had attended a recent meeting of South Devon AONB; which had been most informative.

59.3   Cllr Griffin had attended meetings of the Kingsbridge Music Festival committee; and had been appointed as the event’s Health & Safety Officer.  Volunteers were required to act as stewards.

59.4   Cllrs Freeman & Washington had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees; the group was progressing well. 
07/60

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 26 June 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £1,864.79 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 



    
07/61

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/62

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Griffin enquired whether there had been any feedback from council’s objection to the new hospital transport scheme ‘Transport Access for Patients’.  Cllr Gilbert replied that no further news had been heard to date.  He was hopeful that the position would be re-considered as it was a disgrace to disadvantage the elderly and less fortunate in the community.
The meeting closed at 1950.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council Minutes


of 26 June 2007

Public Open Forum

1.   Iris Sumption

Iris Sumption stated that 4 or 5 years ago it was proposed for the Kingsbridge Job Centre to close.  A campaign was fought to retain the centre which was successful however, the proposal was now being revisited.  She asked the council for help to ensure the service remained in the town.   

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the topic was an agenda item to be discussed at the meeting.
2.   Roger Symcox

Roger Symcox stated that a development company had purchased moorings along the Embankment Road and local people who tied up their boats/dinghies had been informed that they would have to pay very high prices to retain their moorings.  He asked if the council could help in any way.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that he was a member of the Salcombe Harbour Board and had spoken to the Harbourmaster regarding the issue.  The freehold had been sold and therefore there was nothing that could be done however, he agreed that the situation was very unsatisfactory.  If Mr Symcox was to supply the Clerk with the freeholder’s details, council would write to the company requesting that discretionary prices be afforded to local people.

