MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Graham James




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




District Cllr John Tucker




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




3 Parishoners

At the outset Cllr Gilbert welcomed Cllr John Tucker, Leader of SHDC.  Cllr Tucker reported that he was aware of a perception that SHDC was remote from the residents it served and his aim was to visit as many parish councils and community groups as possible to improve communication.  Indeed, he had recently met with the 5 town mayors and a policy was to be produced shortly which would detail how SHDC officers would communicate with the electorate.  He commented that the Local Development Framework (LDF) action plan for Kingsbridge would not be ready for 2 years; Totnes was currently being studied, with Dartmouth to follow, and then Kingsbridge.  SHDC’s finance budget was a real issue with a requirement to find £0.5m savings this financial year as directed by central government.   Services could not be cut and it was proving difficult to identify further efficiencies.  A consultation with residents would take place in the New Year to research this matter.  

Cllr Tucker answered a range of statements and questions from members:

· Sunday and overnight car parking charges were perceived as a tax on the poor moreover, drivers had been displaced from parking overnight in car parks and now clogged up the town’s streets: 

Cllr Tucker replied that new car parking charges had been introduced in the previous year.  The Federation of Small Businesses had felt that a reduction in the 30 minutes rate would be beneficial to retailers but this loss in revenue had to be balanced by the overnight charging.  Only 52 letters of concern had been received following consultation.  Charges were due to be reviewed again shortly and a further consultation would take place.  The Police were to relinquish traffic warden duties at the end of the financial year and control of on-street car parking was under review by SHDC, alongside 2 other district councils.

· It was disappointing that Kingsbridge was 3rd in the LDF process as, in particular, members were currently in dialogue with SHDC officers regarding the Public Space Strategy and a feasibility study was underway to research the future development of the Lower Union Road area. 
Cllr Tucker replied that plans for Sherford were taking up much SHDC resources and therefore the original timetable had slipped.  He was pleased that the town council was keen in participating in the Public Space Strategy and actively reviewing areas of the town.  The LDF was a rolling process however, a final report would not be ready until 2010/11.
· Council’s CCTV system was due to be delivered shortly with the anticipation of expansion to other parts of the town centre; would SHDC be willing to sponsor a camera to oversee the Quay car park?
Cllr Tucker replied that SHDC actually removed their own CCTV cameras some 3 years ago due to monitoring issues however, he would ensure the request was investigated. 

· Cookworthy car park permit holders were to be displaced shortly for a 6 month period until a new car park was opened.  Some elderly people were concerned and could they use their permits to park closer to their homes?
Cllr Tucker replied that SHDC would look at the issues regarding residents’ car parking.
· Council was attempting to address some youth issues in the town.  A key age group was the mid-teens who seemingly had little to do; would SHDC be able to offer support?
Cllr Tucker replied that the district leisure centres were developing well and offering more holistic programmes.  He cited Ivybridge Youth Centre as an example of good practice; it was managed by several agencies and offered a range of worthwhile activities.

· Council was committed to realising a new community centre and was currently researching lessons learned from other projects; what support could SHDC offer in financial terms and others and were Section 106 monies available?
Cllr Tucker replied that he recognised Kingsbridge required a new centre.  Capital funding was possible but nil revenue support was available.  SHDC officers had assisted Ivybridge during a similar process.   Section 106 agreements differed from site to site and strict criteria determined what monies could be spent on.

Cllr Gilbert thanked Cllr Tucker for his report.
07/103
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Dennis Holwill, Mike Howarth & Kate Lynn.

The Clerk reported that Cllr Holwill had tendered his resignation that morning due to personal reasons.  Cllr Gilbert stated that Dennis Holwill was one of only 4 remaining re-elected councillors after the recent elections.  He had unselfishly given his time to attend meetings over many years and the council wished him well.  Members fully supported the despatch of a letter of thanks.
Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge electors.
07/104
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert proposed 2 items of urgent business to be taken under agenda item 07/113: ‘Outside Bodies – Skatepark Working Group’ and ‘Outside Bodies – South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau Trustees Board’.
07/105
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Gilbert declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/107: ‘Planning Committee’; sub-agenda item 07/56.3: ‘Planning Application – 28/1876/07/F’.

Cllr Rees declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/107: ‘Planning Committee’; sub-agenda item 07/56.6: ‘Planning Application – 28/1912/07/F’.
07/106
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 11 September 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/107
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committees held on 18 September 2007 were received and adopted.
07/108
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations made in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 18 September 2007.
07/109
UNION ROAD FEASIBILITY STUDY

The minutes of the Lower Union Road Feasibility Study Steering Group held on 4 September 2007 were received and adopted.
07/110
CLERK’S REPORT

110.1
Feedback from council meeting of 11 September 2007.  All actions taken.
110.2
SHDC Executive Forward Plan commencing 4 October 2007.  A copy of the latest plan was included in members’ bundles.

110.3
Kingsbridge Christmas Lights Appeal 2007.  £3,232.91 had been banked to date with several promises due to be collected.  The Clerk was to give a radio interview with Rob Wheeler of South Hams Radio on 1 October 2007.  Cllr Freeman reported that Dodbrook Feoffees had committed £500 to the appeal at its recent meeting and Cllr Gilbert recorded his thanks to everyone who had given so generously.
110.4
Recruitment of a Town Councillor to fill Casual Vacancy.  The Clerk had included a memorandum on the procedure to recruit a new member in members’ bundles.
07/111
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

111.1   Cllrs Freeman & Washington had attended an interesting meeting of the 

Dodbrook Feoffees.

111.2   Cllr Griffin had attended a whole day seminar on Community Land 

Trusts in Totnes; which had considered the provision of affordable housing.  He

had produced a report and picked up information leaflets which were available 

in the Clerk’s Office.

111.3   Cllrs Gilbert, Griffin & Rees, alongside County Cllr Brazil & District Cllr 

O’Callaghan, had attended a Police Liaison Meeting at the Rest Centre the 

previous evening.  A lively, well attended meeting identified that a car speeding 

study was to commence in Church Street, and the town’s Police Community 

Support Officer was due to conduct further training to increase his powers of

engagement.
111.4   Cllr Howarth’s report of his attendance at South Hams Citizens Advice

Bureau’s annual general meeting was included in members’ bundles.

111.5   Cllrs Gilbert, Howarth & Washington, alongside the Clerk, had attended 

Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership Limited’s (KSAP) annual general 

meeting on 13 September 2007.  It had been agreed for KSAP to cease

operating as a limited company and to revert to an unlimited association with
the same constitution and objectives.  

07/112
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 25 September 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £1,236.96 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/113
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

113.1

OUTSIDE BODIES - SKATEPARK WORKING GROUP

Cllr Gilbert reported that the group had commenced operation as an informal body, which had always seen councillors in attendance, and it was now required to be adopted.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the Skatepark Working Group as an official Outside Body moreover, Cllrs Griffin & Williams were appointed as council’s representatives.  

113.2
OUTSIDE BODIES - SOUTH HAMS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU TRUSTEES BOARD

It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Howarth as council’s representative on the South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau Trustees Board.  
07/114
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

114.1   Cllr James reported that he had received an enquiry from a parishioner stating that signage at Stumpy Post roundabout forbade loads in excess of 7.5 tons gross weight to drive through however, SHDC waste collection trucks did so.  The Chairman replied that the Clerk would enquire whether the trucks had an exemption.

114.2   Cllr Balkwill stated that she had thoroughly enjoyed Beating the Bounds however, Darky Lane was full of dog faeces.  The Chairman replied that thanks should be afforded to Joan Pearce for organising the event and the Clerk would alert DCC to the dog faeces issue.

114.3   Cllr James requested a situation report on the footpath at Manor Park.  The Chairman replied that the path had been formally adopted by DCC and was in the process of being upgraded.

114.4   Cllr Williams asked what councillors’ commitments were likely to be over the Christmas period.  The Chairman replied that he planned to hold a drinks party at Quay House, and the Clerk commented that a coffee morning was held with invites sent to organisations which had assisted council during the preceding year.     
07/115
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.
Members of the public left the Chamber

07/116
DAMAGES CLAIM

It was RESOLVED to forward a damages claim for personal injury to DCC for action; under cover of an explanatory letter.
The meeting closed at 2020.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

