MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 25 MARCH 2008
Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Clare Action, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette 

Steve Peacock, Herald Express




Seven Parishoners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

07/261
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Griffin, Rees, Thorning, Williams and Yates.
Public Open Forum

Statements were made by members of the Kingsbridge Music Festival Committee and Mr John Speed at Annex A.

Five members of public left the Chamber

07/262
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert had been alerted to one item of urgent business:  “Car Parking Meters” following a reply received from SHDC to KTC’s enquiry regarding legality issues.  However, District Cllr O’Callaghan was to ask a question on car parking matters at SHDC’s full council meeting on 27 March 2008 and he suggested that KTC should await the response before debating the matter further.  
07/263
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 07/267: “Property Committee”; sub-agenda item 07/58: “Damage to Rear Courtyard”.
07/264
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 11 March 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
07/265
PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 18 March 2008.
Cllr Freeman highlighted that Footpath No.15 (alongside the creek from Crabshell Quay, through the car park to the Crabshell Inn and thence through the Boatyard onto Embankment Road), which had been subject to DCC’s Definitive Map Modification Order 2006, had not been confirmed by the Secretary of State.  Objections had been raised by the owners of the Crabshell Inn and the Boatyard.  Cllr Freeman further reported that in her reasons for this unbelievable decision the Inspector questioned the validity of the written representations as to its long existence and use by the public for many years.  Ironically, use was not disputed by the complainants.  If there were doubts regarding the evidence submitted a Public Inquiry should have been held where the veracity of the representations could have been tested.  He submitted that there was abundant evidence of the existence of the footpath over many years,  he himself had personal knowledge stretching back to 1953, and the matter had not been properly dealt with by the Secretary of State.  There was unanimous agreement from his fellow members.  It was RESOLVED that DCC be requested to instigate a Judicial Review in order to seek to overturn the unreasonable and flawed decision to not confirm the Definitive Map Modification Order 2006 for Footpath No.15 Kingsbridge. 
07/266
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 14 March 2008.

Cllr Howarth highlighted that KTC’s policy statement on “Unitary Status for Devon” was a working document which could be amended as matters progressed.  Moreover, SHDC had been requested for a ‘concept statement’ and it was agreed for KTC to write a letter in support of South Hams, West Devon and Teignbridge district councils combining to form a South Devon unitary authority.

07/267
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 18 March 2008.
Cllr Gilbert highlighted that West Alvington Parish Council wished to place a new bench midway on the footpath between West Alvington and Kingsbridge and had requested a 50% financial contribution.  Cllr Romanos queried the bench design; the Clerk would investigate.  Cllr Howarth suggested the public notice sign adjacent to the rear hall, on the entrance to Quay House, had been damaged and required to be re-newed.  Members agreed; the Clerk would action.   

07/268
CLERK’S REPORT

268.1
South Devon & Dartmoor Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) Forum.  To be held 1300-1630 on Thursday 22 May 2008 in the Council Chamber, Follaton House, Totnes

268.2
Boundary Commission’s Review of Local Government in Devon.  
Town & Parish Councils’ Listening Event – 1900 on Thursday 10 April 2008 at Ivybridge Town Hall.  The Clerk would send a calling notice to members to establish interest/attendance.  
268.3
Kingsbridge Information Centre – Kingsbridge Extravaganza.  An  letter (dated 10 March 2008) had been received from KIC explaining the rationale for the demise of Kingsbridge Extravaganza.
268.4
Elections of Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor for Mayoral Year 2008/2009.  Members received a Memorandum (dated 25 March 2008) explaining the administration for the forthcoming elections.  
268.5
Proposed Tesco Store, Kingsbridge.  Mark Scoot (Director, DTZ) planning consultant for Tesco’s proposed development in Kingsbridge had been working up detailed plans of the proposed pedestrian linkage from the store to the centre.  He had been invited to make a presentation to members at 1800 on Tuesday 8 April 2008 (prior to the council meeting that evening).  The Chamber of Commerce had been invited to send 2 representatives.  
07/269
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

269.1   Cllr Freeman had attended a special meeting of Age Concern.  A new 
Chairman, treasurer and secretary had been elected.

269.2   Cllr Lynn had attended a recent meeting of Fair Week Committee;

matters were progressing well towards this year’s event.

269.3   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce

which had discussed plastic bags, Kingsbridge In Bloom and a Christmas town

centre event to take place on Saturday 6 December 2008.

269.4   Cllr Romanos had attended the Plastic Bag Committee meeting chaired

by District Cllr O’Callaghan; the group remained very focussed. 

269.5   Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Balkwill, had attended a meeting of

Kingsbridge Feoffees.  The group was supporting Kingbridge In Bloom and
would hold a special meeting to discuss KTC’s Derby Road development 
project.  
07/270
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 25 March 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £7,673.89 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/271
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.
07/272
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.
07/273
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public and press left the Chamber

07/274
CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY
Cllr Romanos gave a situation report on the Centre for Kingsbridge Community (CKC) project.  It was RESOLVED to:

(i)   Form CKC Co; a company Limited by Guarantee with Charitable Status to supervise the development of CKC, and to appoint  first trustee directors Rufus Gilbert, Mike Howarth, Jim Romanos, Philip Yates and secretary Martin Johnson.
(ii)
 To carry out a pre-development design and business plan for CKC up to submission of a planning application.

(iii) Subject to successful outcome of (ii), to carry out a detailed specification, contract award and supervision to complete the development of CKC.
07/275
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Cllr Howarth gave a situation report on SHDC’s affordable housing ambitions.
The meeting closed at 2045.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to
KTC Minutes dated

25 March 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Kingsbridge Music Festival Committee

Committee members Richard Telby, Peter Betteridge and Penny Hibbert made statements regarding KTC’s grant aid contribution towards the 2008 Festival.  The salient comments from the above statements follow:

· The committee was disappointed that KTC had been unable to make a Grant Aid award towards this year’s event.

· In 2007 KTC had offered much support and it was felt that this year councillors were not supportive of the event.
· Following the demise of the Extravaganza the Music Festival had taken on an even greater significance in the town’s entertainment calendar.
· The 2007 Festival was so successful, the committee was able to make charity donations to the RNLI, Youth Enquiry Service and Devon Air Ambulance Trust.

· KTC had sponsored the Glorious Chorus at the end of last year’s Festival; unfortunately bad weather dictated that only a small audience was present.

· The Festival had presented some well known bands in the past however, the current policy was to promote local bands. 
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert, and Cllrs Romanos, Washington, Balkwill & Freeman made the following comments:

· KTC was providing the Bandstand free of charge and unrestricted use of electricity.

· KTC had handed management of its own summer Bandstand events to a local volunteer group: the Sunday Concerts Committee.  The Committee had been made aware of the current scenario and had pledged £150 to the Music Festival to part-sponsor a band.

· There had been a large number of requests for Grant Aid this year; not all of them had been successful.  The funding of £2,000 was to be distributed in 2 tranches; the next tranche was due in September 2008.

· KTC was very supportive of the Music Festival as evidenced by the donation from the Sunday Concerts Committee.

· The Glorious Chorus had been booked prior to organisation of last year’s Music Festival.

In summary, Cllr Gilbert reported that he was sorry that the Committee was disappointed with KTC’s response to their bid for Grant Aid.  Taking everything into account he was willing, on an exceptional one-off basis only, which would not set a precedent, to donate £150 from his own mayor’s allowance towards the 2008 Music Festival.  Peter Betteridge, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the Chairman for his generosity.
2.   Mr John Speed

John Speed stated that the Youth Market on Saturday 29th March was to increase from 14 to 25 stalls; the market would open from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that this was excellent news and he would look forward to it.
