MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 22 JANUARY 2008
Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Four Parishoners

07/202
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin & David Thorning.

Public Open Forum

Mrs Rosalind Spears made the statement at Annex A.
07/203
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  

07/204
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Washington & Rees declared prejudicial interests in agenda item 07/205: “Tesco Supermarket – Planning Application”.
Cllr Howarth declared a prejudicial interest, and Cllr Romanos declared a personal interest, in agenda item 07/209: ”Saltstone Caring – Grant Funding”.

Cllrs Rees & Washington left the Chamber for the following agenda item:
07/205
TESCO SUPERMARKET – PLANNING APPLICATION 
Members were in receipt of the Planning Committee’s Recommendation, from the meeting held on 15 January 2008, for Tesco’s Reserved Matters planning application 28/2685/07/RM for the erection of a 3,716sqm Food Retail Store plus car parking, service access & pedestrian links to Fore Street (outline approval 28/2431/06/O) at Industrial Trading Estate, Poplar Drive & adj Low Level Town Centre Long-stay Car Park, Cookworthy Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QN.
After thorough consideration, it was RESOLVED to recommend approval  subject to the following conditions being met:

· Children’s Play Area – all town’s play areas are under current review to feed into South Hams District Council’s Open Space Strategy policy.  It is considered that the earmarked children’s play area should be situated at a different location in the town and KTC can signpost Tesco to the local group which is managing this project.  

· Recycling Centre – current recycling unit in Cookworthy Car Park to be re-located at either the Tesco site or former Western Power Distribution site.

· Car Parking – specific detail on car parking management regime to be provided in particular, it is considered that a stay of up to 2 hours should be free. 

· Deliveries – current arrangements for deliveries is considered to be inadequate in particular, the location of an off-road ‘holding zone’ for delivery lorries awaiting unload is to be provided.

· Landscaping – current plan considered to be inadequate and a more creative scheme is required to provide year-round colour.

· Fore Street Car Park - pedestrian-friendly strip between top of steps and  Fore Street Car Park to include an avenue of trees for the length of the walkway.

· Lighting – all external lighting to be ‘white light’ technology which Devon County Council has already earmarked for the town centre.

· Highway Matters – better access to and from the store should be achieved in particular, a ‘right-hand turn lane’ from Cookworthy Road and bus stops on the Cookworthy Road.

· Litter – large containers to be positioned outside the store for wrappings from customers’ produce. 

· Cycle Racks – location of bicycle racks to be provided.

· Addendum:

KTC recognizes that the question of pedestrian access to the upper car park is not a reserved matter and that the proposals have already been approved in principle.  

There remains however, widespread concern as to the adequacy of these proposals and it is requested that the applicants be strongly urged to re-consider this matter and give further consideration to the provision of a lift or escalator in addition to the ramps and steps proposed.

We trust South Hams District Council will support this request and negotiate alongside this council.

It was further RESOLVED that a future meeting of either the Planning or Policy Committee realised a list of aspirations, outside the current scope of planning reserved matters’ considerations, which council would request Tesco to adopt.  The listing to be sent to Tesco alongside an invitation to meet with council to consider further.

County Councillor Brazil & one member of public left the Chamber


07/206
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 8 January 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to minor amendment.

07/207
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 January 2008.  It was noted that a recommendation on planning application 28/2681/07/F had been deferred until the next committee meeting.
07/208
REQUEST FOR FUNFAIR
Members were in receipt of a SHDC letter (CS/LB/EVENT dated 10 January 2008) advising that permission had been sought by David T Rowland & Sons to site a funfair on Quay Car Park 17-26 July and 20-22 November 2007 for Kingsbridge Fair Week and Extravaganza respectively.  Although addressed to district councillors, Cllr Howarth welcomed the opinion of his fellow town councillors in order to inform his own recommendation.  Discussion revealed much support for the funfairs.      
Cllr Howarth left the Chamber, on completion of making a representation, for the following agenda item: 
07/209
SALTSTONE CARING – GRANT FUNDING

Members were in receipt of a copy of Saltstone Caring’s application to SHDC’s Community Fund and Cllr Howarth reported on the company’s aims and ambitions.  It was RESOLVED to send a letter of support to Saltstone Caring Limited.   
07/210
CLERK’S REPORT

210.1
Feedback from previous meeting.  The Clerk reported there were 2 outstanding actions from the meeting of 8 January 2008.

210.2
French Market.  “March de France” had requested to hold a French Market on the town square on Friday 11 April 2008.  Members were supportive and the Clerk would contact the company to request it made formal application to SHDC.
210.3
South Hams Local Development Framework – Affordable Housing DPD (Submission Stage).  SHDC had published the DPD on its website for comment over a 6 week period to run from 25 January-7 March 2008.

210.4
Consultation on Orders & Regulations Relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in England.  Council had received a consultation paper from the Department for Communities and Local Government which sought views on a revised more locally-based ethical framework for the conduct of local councillors.  Deadline for replies was 15 February 2008.

210.5
Utilities Works – Fore Street.  The Clerk had received several enquiries regarding extensive work by South West Water (SWW) in Fore Street.  Council had not received prior notification of the works and he would contact SWW for an explanation.   
210.6
Councillor Vacancy.  The Clerk had received Cllr Graham James resignation from the town council (letter dated 14 January 2008); he sent his kindest regards to members.  A Public Notice would be published in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette of 25 January 2008 informing electors of Kingsbridge North Ward of their rights regarding an election; the deadline for submissions was 14 February 2008.
07/211
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

211.1  Cllr Freeman had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.

211.2  Cllr Lynn had attended a recent meeting of Kingsbridge Fair Week
Committee; plans were forming up for next year’s event.

211.3  Cllr Rees, alongside Cllrs Balkwill & Freeman, had attended a meeting of 

Kingsbridge In Bloom; which would be promoted under the banner of “Growing

Pride In Our Town”.  
211.4  Cllr Yates had attended SHDC’s Parish Council Budget Meeting which

had received reports from Devon & Somerset Fire Service,  Police & DCC.  The
Fire Service anticipated a rise in their share of council tax by 4.9%.  The Police
anticipated a similar rise and was still required to make savings of £4.5m 

which would mean ‘backroom’ manpower having to be reduced by around 10%.
DCC would also require a similar increase to provide its services.  This financial

year the weekly Band D proportion of council tax was: DCC £19.64, Police 

£2.53, Fire Service £1.22 and parish councils £0.67.  Cllr Yates had also

attended 2 meetings of the Twinning Association and a meeting of the

Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.
211.5  Cllr Williams had attended a Year 9 Citizenship class at the Community
College which was to produce posters advising people to stop dropping

chewing gum.  The class would contact the Clerk in due course.
07/212
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 22 January 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £1,784.90 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/213
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/214
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Yates asked if the Chairman was aware of the amount of discarded alcohol cans and litter at the Memorial Shelter following last Saturday night.  Cllr Gilbert was indeed aware however, he had witnessed the area as clear at 2245 on the Friday evening.  Members suggested a range of measures such as spot lighting from nearby street lamps and vandal-proof lighting within the Shelter itself as a way of countering such anti-social activity.  Cllr Gilbert reported that the introduction of CCTV in Quay House grounds had effectively dispersed such activity to other areas of the town, the matter was an agenda item for the KTC/Police liaison meeting on 24th January, and the Clerk would request SHDC to research power sources for lighting. 

Finally, Cllr Gilbert requested a show of hands for attendance at his Civic Service to be held at the Catholic Church at 0915 on Sunday 3rd February.  
The meeting closed at 2020.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A to

KTC Minutes
  23 January 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Mrs Rosalind Spears

Mrs Spears promoted a trolley to hold shopping bags which she suggested would be well suited to the topography of Fore Street.  She was at pains to express that she was not receiving remuneration for its promotion however, the said item could be purchased for £45 and she distributed flyers.

Mrs Spears further stated that she was a member of Buckland-Tout-Saints Association which was lobbying hard to combat a proposal for a wind farm to be located in their community.  She considered that wind farms were not very effective and did little to serve central government’s green energy ambitions.  She urged all councillors to support the Association by writing to SHDC to object to the latest planning application.     
2.   Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mrs Spears for her statements.
