MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 12 JUNE 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Graham James




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Sgt Jane Corkhill




PC Kate Dure



Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




8 Parishoners

07/34

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin & Dennis Holwill.

Public Open Forum
Mr John Speed & Mr Graham Price made the statements at Annex A.
07/35
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
35.1   Sgt Corkhill introduced PC Dure who had been attached to the Neighbourhood Team.  PC Dure reported on crime statistics for May 2007; 26 crimes had been committed compared to 16 in April: 2 criminal damage (one detected), 6 vehicle crime (4 involved the same incident and a suspect had been identified), 1 assault, 2 burglaries, 6 shoplifting (suspects identified), 1 theft, 1 other, and 9 miscellaneous crimes (drugs/drink driving).
Sgt Corkhill responded to a number of questions.  The South Hams Alcohol Designation Order was policed under Section 13(2) of the Criminal Justice & Police Act 2001.  There must be ample signs up around the area to warn people that it is a non-alcohol zone.  It commenced in Kingsbridge in August 2005 and remains in force unless revised by SHDC and the Police.  Adults, aged 18 years and over, are given a verbal warning if found with alcohol.  It is recorded at the Police station.  If found in possession again they are issued with a £50 penalty fine.  A fine cannot be issued if the person is under the influence of alcohol, but may be issued at a later date when sober.  The penalty fine itself is issued under Section 12 of the Criminal Justice & Police Act 2001: “consuming alcohol in a designated public place contrary to requirement by a constable not to do so”.  Juveniles, aged 17 years and under, cannot be issued with penalty fines unless the person is in custody.  Letters are sent to their parents/guardians at home detailing the incident.  All alcohol is seized.
‘Boy racing’ on the Quay, for example handbrake turns and wheel-spinning, was deemed anti-social driving and driving without due care and attention which is policed under Section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002.  A letter is sent to the driver of vehicle and if the driver is caught again within 12 months then the vehicle that he/she is driving at the time is seized.  She had recently met with DCC Highways officers to attempt to combat speeding in the town however, the 20 mph limit in Fore Street et al could not be enforced.    
There were 5 Special Constables active in the Kingsbridge area and others could be brought in from Ivybridge and Dartmouth.  Specials had the same powers as regular officers.  A covert van which had been monitoring activity on the Quay via a fixed camera had now gone elsewhere.  Finally, 2 ASBOs were being administered in the area and a third had been applied for.

Cllr Gilbert thanked Sgt Corkhill & PC Dure for their comprehensive reports and for the positive action which was being taken to combat anti-social behaviour.
35.2
Cllr Brazil had attended a recent meeting of the DCC Executive, council had a potential bidder to take over services to elderly people which would mean the transfer of housing stock and home visit services.  He reported that services to the elderly were a real issue because of the change in demographics.  Also, the town’s new Childrens Centre had opened the previous week and it had set itself numerous targets.  

35.3
Cllr Howarth congratulated Cllr Brazil on his appointment as Chairman of the Salcombe Harbour Board.  He hoped that he would act wisely in his new position.  He himself was to serve as Chairman of SHDC’s Audit Committee.  This was a brand new committee established to oversee the financial reporting process, internal control and risk management systems.  He had also been appointed to the Community Policy Development Group which related to securing a safe, clean and healthy community.  He reported that Cllr Gilbert had been appointed to the Salcombe Harbour Board and SHDC Scrutiny Committee which reviewed decisions taken by council.  

David Incoll had been appointed as interim SHDC Chief Executive for 9 months.  David was currently Chief Executive of West Devon District Council and would share his time between West Devon and South Hams.

Joint working with neighbouring district authorities Teignbridge and West Devon was a growing pattern with functions such as payroll, building control and purchasing being operated on a joint basis.  This permitted economies of scale and enhanced the expertise available to the partners.  SHDC was required to generate efficiency savings of 3% each year to absorb new services which were not fully funded; joint working was one way to achieve the savings.  He informed members that while the population of the South Hams was approximately 80,000, West Devon was 40,000 and Teignbridge 120,000.

Finally, he reported that Bayview Estates had recently received outline planning permission for a supermarket in Cookworthy Road; the plans were available in the Reception office.  Work was continuing to enable SHDC to acquire alternative car parking on the Western Power Distribution site.  Arrangements were also being made to transfer the bank between the Cookworthy and Fore Street car parks in order to create a link from the supermarket to the town centre.
35.4
Cllr Gilbert added that, alongside Salcombe Harbour Board and Scrutiny Committee, he had also been appointed to Sport South Hams and Devon Playing Fields Association.

35.5
Cllr O’Callaghan reported that she had been appointed to SHDC’s Development Control Committee, Environment Policy Development Group and Kingsbridge & Salcombe Estuary Conservation Forum.  She then reported on several recent matters from SHDC.

At a recent Executive meeting a part time debt advisor had been appointed.  A satisfaction survey with district services during 2006/07 revealed that, amongst others, improvements had been made in complaint handling, sport and events however, there was a growing dissatisfaction with household waste services.  SHDC’s calendar of priorities detailed a review of waste services to be carried out in the autumn and a new trade waste project to be established.  Moreover, implications of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act were to be piloted with town & parish councils.  The Community Safety Action Plan, a partnership with the Police and numerous other bodies, had achieved much including Friday night youth events to combat anti-social behaviour.  Locally, she had been alerted by Carling Court residents to a dangerous bend along Ropewalk and DCC had been contacted.  Several parents had also contacted her regarding concerns with local playgrounds, for example, graffiti and the poor condition of play equipment at Duncombe Park.  
07/36

URGENT BUSINESS
The Chairman proposed 2 items of urgent business to be taken under agenda item 07/45:  ‘Skatepark’ & ‘Hospital Transport’.  
07/37

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 07/42 ‘Clerk’s Report: Insurance claim – damage to rear courtyard’.
07/38

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/39

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee of 5 June 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  One decision received was in accordance with council’s Recommendation.  There were no trees works or correspondence to consider.  Of 8 planning applications received, 7 were Recommended for approval.  A re-submitted application (28/1031/07/F) for provision of off-street parking at land adjacent to 93 Church Street, Kingsbridge, was Recommended for Refusal. 

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.



 

07/40

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the special meeting of the Property Committee of 29 May 2007.  It was RESOLVED to accept the Recommendation made in the report.

Cllr Gilbert detailed that council would shortly be making a planning application for 10 affordable homes on the old Rack Park allotment land.  He hoped that nobody would be of a mind to oppose the application thereby possibly denying local people the chance of a home to live in.
07/41

CCTV

It was RESOLVED to install up to 3 CCTV cameras to allow coverage of the town centre.  

Cllr Gilbert detailed that this was further good news.  A system would be installed to cover Quay House, Age Concern, bus station and town square, Quay shops and Bridge Street.  It was hoped to grow the system to cover Mill Street.  The system itself would have sufficient capacity for more cameras if necessary in future.  A planning application would be required.      

07/42

CLERK’S REPORT
42.1
Feedback from council meeting of 22 May 2007.
· John Halliday (DCC) had replied regarding maintenance of Embankment Road flower planters and the proposal for a sponsored gateway at Stentiford Hill.  Both items required further investigation and the Clerk would keep members informed.
· Chris Lucas (SHDC) had replied regarding overnight car parking charges and was to review the financial implications of the new charge later in the financial year.
42.2
D&C Police Authority Liaison Meeting (South Hams) – Cliff House, Salcombe on Tuesday 12 June 2007 at 1930.  The Clerk made members aware that the invitation had been received.
42.3
South Devon AONB Annual Forum – Flavel Centre, Dartmouth on Wednesday 20 June 2007 at 1830.  The Clerk announced an invitation to the forum.
42.4
South Hams CVS Annual General Meeting – Townstal Commuity Hall, Dartmouth on Wednesday 27 June 2007 at 1230.  The Clerk announced an invitation to the meeting.
42.5
DCC Temporary Road Closure Notice – Ledstone Cross to Belle Hill, Kingsbridge from 18 to 22 June 2007 (utility works) and Mill Street to Prince of Wales Road from 13 to 15 June 2007 (utility works).  The Clerk detailed the same. 

42.6
Kingsbridge Twinning Association – thank you letter dated 22 May 2007.  The association thanked council for its input into a successful French visit.
42.7
Job Centre Plus Kingsbridge office – proposed closure and relocation of services to Totnes office.  The proposal had caused much concern locally and would be an agenda item at the next council meeting.  A copy of the proposal from Job Centre Plus’ Exeter office had been placed in members’ in-trays for consideration.
42.8
Management Committee of the Cookworthy Museum – co-option of council member.  Cllr Balkwill had been nominated at council’s AGM.
42.9
Insurance Claims – damage to Quay House rear courtyard and Embankment Road Cemetery.  The Clerk detailed that he was administering 2 insurance claims and would keep members informed as the situations progressed.
42.10
Beating the Bounds – Friday 14 September 2007.  The Clerk & Cllr Gilbert alerted members to a walk around the parish boundaries.  Joan Pearce (Reception) would make all the necessary arrangements and details would be available nearer the time.

42.11
New Councillor Training – Wednesday 13 June 2007.  The Clerk alerted members to some spare places at the following day’s training event at Follaton House, Totnes.
07/43
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
Cllr Gilbert reported on a recent Twinning Association BBQ which had been 
attended by 60 people.  The evening had been most enjoyable and the association was in a vibrant condition.
07/44

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 June 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £7,962.62 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/45

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

45.1
SKATEPARK

Cllr Gilbert reported that the Skatepark Working Group had met on 8 June 2007 and he had been elected as the new Chairman.  The group was hoping to commence a mobile skatepark for approximately 2 evenings per week at the end of Quay car park.  Firstly, it was hoped to arrange a trial run which was to be conducted for up to 6 evening sessions commencing on 8 September 2007 in conjunction with Spiritualized; this was subject to the availability of the skatepark equipment.  He commented that this presented a ray of light for the town’s young people whom had waited for so long.  
45.2
HOSPITAL TRANSPORT

Cllr Gilbert reported that the West Country Ambulance Hospital Car Service had been stopped and replaced by Transport Access for Patients.  The new service commenced on 4 June 2007 at 40 pence per mile in addition to pick up and waiting time costs.  This left the elderly, and those without transport, having to pay an increase in costs from £8.00 to £30.00 return or use a taxi or bus service.  It was RESOLVED to write to Devon Primary Care Trust detailing council’s strong objection to the closure of the hospital car service.   
07/46

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Howarth enquired when the Virginia creeper on Quay House was to be cut back.  Following discussion, Cllr Gilbert replied that the Clerk would action as soon as possible.
07/47

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business about to be transacted, that it was in the public interest for the press and public to be temporarily excluded.

The press and public left the Chamber

CONFIDENTIAL

07/48

CCTV

Further to agenda item 07/41, members received 3 estimates to introduce a CCTV system.  It was RESOLVED to:

· Accept Sound & Visual Systems Limited’s quotation for 2 CCTV cameras; one camera to be installed on a pole in Quay House grounds adjacent to the town square, and one on the corner of Quay House adjacent to the Library at first floor level.  Both cameras to have full pan, tilt and zoom facilities.  A planning application and listed building consent would be required.    

· To budget up to £16,000 for the installation, to include ancillaries such as signage.

· To review the system in due course mindful that it would have the capacity to expand.
The meeting closed at 2030.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
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A.   Public Open Forum.
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minutes of 
12 June 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

 1.   Mr John Speed
Mr Speed stated that Kingsbridge Community College were trying to find work placements for their students during Citizenship classes.  The Community Garden accepted 4 students; they also visited charity shops in Fore Street and nursing homes.  The point of contact at the college was Wendy Olsen.  Any suggestions would be well received.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Speed for his statement and alerted members to the request; he further replied that the town council took 2 students on Monday mornings.

2.   Mr Graham Price

Mr Price stated that Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club had organised a cruise on the Rivermead on Saturday 30th June leaving the Embankment Road boatyard at 6.00 p.m. for 3 hours duration.  All were welcome.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Price for his kind invitation.
