MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2008
Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




Inspector Phil Chivers




Claire Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Three Parishoners

07/215
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan and Cllr Jax Williams.

Public Open Forum

Mr Michael McGing made the statement at Annex A.
07/216
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

216.1
Cllr Chivers reported on crime statistics for January 2008.  A total of 38 crimes had been committed, compared to 33 crimes in January 2007.  The breakdown was:  criminal damage to motor vehicle 6, burglary (non-dwelling) 3, theft/fraud 7, criminal damage 10, assault/violence 7, and other offences 5.  The assaults were all linked to the night time economy.  Shoplifting gangs, from out-of-town, had been targeting the area and he was concerned at a recent burglary at the Community College where 2 data projectors and a laptop had been stolen.  He was due to attend a forthcoming meeting of the Licensed Victuallers Association where he was to address the serving of alcohol to people already intoxicated.  Finally, a proposed pilot scheme to prosecute Fixed Penalty Notices to the age group 16 to 18 years had unfortunately been withdrawn.
Cllr Gilbert thanked Insp Chivers for his report and gave KTC’s apologies for non-attendance at the Police Authority Meeting to be held on 18 February 2008 as members had their own meeting that evening.  Insp Chivers reported that the following Police Authority meeting was to take place in Ivybridge on 28 April 2008.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
216.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that DCC was to hold its budget meeting on 14 February 2008; it was likely for its proportion of council tax to rise by 3.9%.  The authority had received a more generous settlement from central government than had been anticipated.  Extra funding of £0.5m had been allocated to gully cleaning as a precaution against flood prevention.  Out of 149 education authorities Devon was 146th for funds awarded; this equated to £350 less per child than the average.  DCC had however, invested more monies into its central and youth services budgets; rising by 13% and 11% respectively.  Local youth initiatives in Kingsbridge such as the Friday Night Café and Leisure Centre Nights had been highlighted, at county level, as examples of good practice.  He had received a situation report on the proposed Fore Street enhancement works with John Halliday (Highways Area South); currently SHDC Conservation Officer had some issues with the proposals at the bus stop.  The works would be undertaken in 2 stages and would not commence before Easter 2008.  He was aware of a suggestion for car parking meters in Fore Street in order to gain income to fund the new car parking enforcement arrangements.  Totnes was in favour of meters as it believed it would provide a quicker turnaround of vehicles and thereby produce greater business.  However, it was not envisaged that introduction of meters was imminent and KTC and traders would be consulted.
Cllr Romanos entered the Chamber  

Cllr Balkwill asked if meters would be positioned per parking space or via ad hoc pay and display machines.  Cllr Brazil replied that it was likely to be the latter.  Cllr Howarth asked if the support for parking meters in Fore Street, Totnes came from traders or residents.  Cllr Brazil replied that the focus of the Totnes scheme in was on traders and proposed that it may be wise to consider what happens there.  

216.3
District Cllr Howarth reported that SHDC had received a 3% cut in funding from central government and that its proportion of council tax would rise by 4.5%.  To date SHDC had saved £0.5m from the existing budget due to efficiencies and joint working with West Devon & Teignbridge district councils.  A £100,000 contingency had been allocated towards next financial year’s budget to cover:  car parking, concessionary bus fares and waste collection.  The items were determined to be high risk due to their requirement to achieve specific targets.

216.4
District Cllr Gilbert reported that he had been involved with the Tesco reserved matters planning application as member for the ward.  The application may be received by SHDC’s Development Control committee in March however, it was likely to be later.  Fore Street car park’s public toilets were not part of the application and he distributed copies of an email he had received that day from Malcolm Elliot (SHDC Planning Officer) which confirmed this.  Cookworthy car park was to stay open throughout the build however, there would be a reduction in number of spaces.  Development of the car park on the Western Power site was to commence only when the Tesco build began.  Further to Cllr Howarth’s report, he highlighted that the lion’s share of council tax went to DCC at 74% in the current financial year, Police received 10%, SHDC 9% and Fire service 5%.  The Boundary Commission’s survey of Devon was due to complete by December 2008 and local council elections could therefore be held as early as May 2009.
07/217
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  

07/218
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Gilbert requested any interests for the items to be taken under confidential matters to be declared at that time. 
The Clerk noted that declarations of interest had been declared at the outset of the Planning Committee of 5 February 2008 and council was to receive and note the resolutions only that evening.  Therefore, unless matters were to be debated, members were not required to declare interests again.

07/219
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 22 January 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

07/220
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 5 February 2008.  Cllr Freeman reported that 2 resolutions on planning applications had been deferred.  One regarded the farmers’ market (28/0058/08/OU) which was an agenda item that evening.  The other was a proposed extension at 32 Lower Warren Road (28/0088/08/F); members had made individual site visits, had re-convened earlier that evening, and RESOLVED Approval. 
07/221
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 25 January 2008.  Cllr Howarth reported on the various recommendations.
07/222
TESCO SUPERMARKET – ASPIRATIONS

Cllr Gilbert reported that the agenda item was to be carried forward to a future meeting.

07/223
FORE STREET CAR PARK – PUBLIC TOILETS

Cllr Gilbert had alerted members to a SHDC situation report on the toilets which advised that they were not part of the Tesco supermarket planning application.  SHDC had also been made aware of the huge amount of opposition within the town should closure of the toilets be proposed.  It was RESOLVED that KTC remains implacably opposed to the removal of the public toilets in Fore Street car park; unless a similar facility can be provided at the top of town which would be in addition to facilities provided at the Tesco supermarket.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
07/224
POLICY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

It was RESOLVED that the vacancy be carried over until a new member had been either elected or co-opted.  An additional member for the Youth Working Group would also be considered at this juncture.
07/225
KINGSBRIDGE IN BLOOM

Members were in receipt of a paper from Cllr Rees detailing that hanging baskets were to be positioned in the town centre and a number in the area around Quay House: bus station, Quay House grounds, Library and Bandstand.  She requested councillor involvement in the planting and watering of the baskets.  Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth stated that they were content to sponsor 2 to 3 baskets and the Clerk suggested that staff could water during the working week.  It was RESOLVED for KTC staff to water the hanging baskets Monday to Friday and for the Clerk to action a councillors’ roster for weekend watering; the latter to incorporate a list of hosts for the Sunday Concert season. 
07/226
FARMERS’ MARKET

Cllr Gilbert reported that the previous week’s Planning Committee had received SHDC’s own planning application (28/0058/08/OU) for the Farmers’ Market to be held twice a month.  The committee had requested comments from the Chamber of Commerce which were now received by members.  Members noted that all comments were supportive.  It was RESOLVED to recommend approval for a bi-monthly Farmers’ Market to be held in the town square.  It was further RESOLVED that the town square pannier market should be an agenda item at the next Policy Committee. 
07/227
VAT ON INTERNET PURCHASES

It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to use his personal credit card to purchase a projector, via the internet, in order that VAT may be reclaimed.
07/228
CLERK’S REPORT

228.1
Feedback from last meeting.  The Clerk was awaiting feedback as to whether or not a power supply existed in the Memorial Shelter.
228.2
Police Authority Liaison Meeting – South Hams.  At the Cary Room, Follaton House, Totnes on 18 February 2008.  Cllr Gilbert had given KTC’s apologies at agenda item 216.1.

228.3
South Hams Youth Fest 08.  The Clerk informed members that District Councillors’ permission had been sought (SHDC’s CS/LB/EVENT of 4 Feb 08) for the event to be held on Saturday 20 September 2008.

228.4
Forthcoming meetings (public involvement) at Quay House.  The Clerk highlighted forthcoming meetings:
· Skate Park Working Group – Friday 15 February 2008 at 3.00 p.m.
· Centre for Kingsbridge Community (CKC) – presentation on Monday 18 February 2008 at 7.30 p.m.
· Union Road Mixed Use Development Study – landowners’ forum on Tuesday 19 February at 6.00 pm. 
228.5
Quay House redecoration.  The Clerk reported that the redecorating had been completed:  Health & Safety notices would be repositioned, new room numbers were required and the paintings would be reviewed.

228.6
Newsletter.  The Clerk reported the March edition of “Kingsbridge Matters” would feature, amongst others, a first page article on how council tax was to be spent and promotion of the Annual Town Meeting.
07/229
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

229.1  Cllr Rees had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge In Bloom.

229.2  Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice

Bureau; a new manager had been appointed following Chris Hole’s departure.
229.3  Cllr Howarth had also attended a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce
and reported that opinion appeared to be polarised regarding the participation of
fun fair, and thereby occupation of car parking spaces, during Fair Week.  Cllr
Gilbert added that SHDC realised the subject matter was emotive and 3 options
were being considered:  move of the fun fair from the Quay to the Cattle Market,
move of accommodation only to the Cattle Market and reduction of the fair’s
time in town.  Members felt that townspeople supported the fun fair.  Nil
decision had been made to date and SHDC officers were fully appraised of the
current situation.

229.3  Cllr Griffin had attended a meeting of the Music Festival Committee; this

year’s event was to be held 20-22 June 2008. 
229.4  Cllr Griffin had also attended a meeting of the Friday Night Café
Committee; it was possible that the café may open on Saturday evenings.  The

Police were very supportive of the venture and a hot chocolate machine was to
be purchased.

229.5  Cllrs Griffin & Lynn had been unable to attend a recent meeting of South

Hams Homestart; Cllr Thorning attended and was content to be dual-hatted and

also attend on behalf of KTC.

229.6  Cllr Washington, alongside Cllrs Balkwill & Thorning, had attended a

meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees which had considered new projects and

repairs of existing properties. 
Members of the press left the Chamber
07/230
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 February 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £11,301.32 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/231
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/232
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Romanos asked if KTC had received the community college’s consultation on trust status.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that it had and would be considered at the next Policy Committee.
07/233
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public left the Chamber

Cllr Yates declared a prejudicial interest in the following agenda item and left the Chamber for its duration.  Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth declared personal interests in the following agenda item.
07/234
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2008

Members were in receipt of nominations.  It was RESOLVED that Mrs Anji Chant be awarded Kingsbridge Citizen of the Year 2008.
07/235
CASUAL VACANCY

The Clerk gave a situation report on the vacancy for a councillor in North Ward.  Notification of whether, or not, an election had been requested would be known on 15 February 2008.  He had received 2 expressions of interest; one of whom had attended that evening’s meeting and made a statement during the Public Open Forum.  It was RESOLVED to interview the 2 persons who had expressed an interest in the vacancy and not to advertise the position further;  Cllrs Balkwill, Freeman and Lynn would form the interview panel and appoint on behalf of KTC.
07/236
DERBY ROAD DEVELOPMENT

Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk gave a situation report on the development.  A full discussion followed.  It was RESOLVED to place the Derby Road development land on the market with Luscombe Maye estate agents.
The meeting closed at 2115.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.
Annex A to

KTC Minutes

12 February 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
1.   Mr Michael McGing

Mr McGing stated that he was aware of a vacancy for a town councillor and wished to express a strong interest in the position.  He was shortly to retire from his current profession and was looking for new challenges.  He had lived in the town for some years, was passionate about Kingsbridge and would relish the opportunity to join the council in order to cement the future well-being of the town.

2.   Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr McGing for his statement and for attending the meeting.
