
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 13 MAY 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




County Cllr Sir Simon Day




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Two Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/01

ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR
Cllr Gilbert was elected as Town Mayor for 2008/2009 and read out his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Cllr Gilbert thanked members for placing their trust in him by election for a second year.  He would continue to drive forward many projects and of course to represent KTC and the community at various civic occasions.  Much had been achieved in year one and he could already see that much would be achieved in year 2.  He felt it time to express his own, and he was sure all members, thanks to Cllr Mike Howarth.  Mike tirelessly worked away for the community and had helped him whenever necessary over the past year.  His workload, like his own, was as he alluded to at the Annual Town Meeting, somewhat surprising.  Finally, he thanked town councillors and staff for their support and hard work.
08/02

ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR
Cllr Philip Yates was elected as Deputy Town Mayor for 2008/2009 and read out his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
Cllr Yates stated it would be an honour to hold the office and thanked members for the trust they had placed in him.  He looked forward to working with his fellow members and townspeople for the betterment of Kingsbridge as there was still much work to be done.   

08/03

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Appointments to membership of the Finance, Planning, Policy and Property Committees were agreed; now reproduced at Annex A.  


08/04

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES
Appointments to Outside Bodies were agreed; now reproduced at Annex B.  

08/05

DEEDS AND TRUST INSTRUMENTS
The Clerk had reviewed the file of Deeds and Trust Instruments, which had been checked as up to date, to be signed by the Chairman.  

08/06

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from parishioners. 
Cllr Gilbert however, thanked Lawrence Townsend, present in the public gallery, for his organisation of the Christian Aid event on the Bandstand on Saturday 10th May.  It had been a great success. 

08/07
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
07.01   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for April 2008.  A total of 21

crimes had been committed, compared to 38 crimes in April 2007.  The

breakdown was:  criminal damage to motor vehicle 4, burglary (dwelling) 1,
burglary (other) 2, theft/fraud 3, criminal damage 5, arson 1 and assault 5.  The 

same offender had been charged with the arson and burglary (dwelling) offences and was currently on bail.  A burglary (other) offence concerned theft of alcohol from a public house and 2 persons had been charged.  The assaults’ statistics were misleading as 2 people had been attacked at the same time.  Two offences of actual bodily harm had been linked to the same offender and one offence of grievous bodily harm (broken collarbone) had resulted from horseplay.  On 4th April partnership work with the Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service had seen a road safety presentation in Quay Car Park aimed at ‘boy racers’.  The Neighbourhood team had altered duty rosters to provide additional cover, particularly on Friday and Saturday evenings.  Moreover, Regulation 27 Orders which removed persons from a specific area for 48 hours was working well as a preventative power.  Operation Everest, a traffic enforcement exercise, had been in operation that day.  Finally, it was planned to engage with ‘boyracers’ by the organisation of a show and shine show to be linked with South Hams vintage car club.

Cllr Balkwill stated that the Kingsbridge In Bloom working party had reported lots of broken glass around the public toilets in the Recreation Ground.  Insp Chivers noted that good practice in other areas of the town had resulted in displacement to places such as the park.  Cllr Gilbert further reported that he had received emails that day regarding the subject.
Cllr Lynn congratulated the Police for arresting a shoplifter, with the stolen goods intact, on the previous Friday evening within 5 minutes of the offence occurring.

Cllr Gilbert reported that Quay House Reception had had a side window broken over the weekend and Insp Chivers confirmed that he was aware that a person had been arrested and the matter was being dealt with.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
07.02   County Cllr Sir Simon Day congratulated Cllr Gilbert for his election as

town mayor for a second year.  He reported that he and County Cllr Brazil worked well together albeit that they did not always agree on matters.  The Liberal Democrats held DCC for a further year.  He was a member of the Standards and other committees.  He served on the Devon & Cornwall Police Authority Liaison Committee; the Police share of the precept had increased by 7.9% which would only cost 20 pence per family per week in order to provide extra Police and Community Support Officers.  The authority had many duties including the appointment of senior officers.  He was also a member of the Regional Assembly which, although due to be axed in 2010, had responsibilities for planning, housing and transport.  Indeed, he was to attend a meeting in Brussels the following day.  Recently, he had been very pleased to donate monies from his locality budget to KTC.  Finally, he reported upon the Local Government in Devon; he had witnessed 2 previous re-organisations and believed the current one to be a waste of time and money.  The Boundaries Commission, which was to receive numerous proposals including a greater DCC or SHDC, would report direct to the House of Lords thereby missing the democratic process.  He felt the adage “if it ain’t broke, don’t mend it” was apt; and he suggested that the current system was not broke.
Cllr Gilbert thanked County Cllrs Day & Brazil for their generous locality budget donations towards the community centre project.
07.03   County Cllr Brazil congratulated Cllrs Gilbert & Yates on their appointments.  He also agreed that Cllr Day and himself sought to work well together.  He too considered the Local Government Review to be a complete waste of time and that it was a policy for intertia.  The current system worked well in South Devon but it appeared that it would have to change.  He had met with Helen Buckingham, DCC Public Rights of Way Officer and her senior, regarding Footpath No.15 at the Crabshell.  DCC had not covered itself in glory over the issue but it had believed that the footpath would be awarded a modification order; which it had not.  Legal advice had been sought but it was not considered that there were grounds to challenge the decision by a judicial review.  DCC was expecting a new submission from KTC and the objective was for the topic to be aired via a public inquiry.  Sheer weight of evidence would be required in order to gain success.  A similar issue at Burgh Island occasioned 200 representations from members of public; the Clerk reported that almost 100 had been received by KTC to date.
07.04   District Cllr O’Callaghan had received enquires from parishioners regarding the use of bus passes which could only be used between certain  times of day however, in order to reach specific destinations, requiring later connections, an earlier start time was required which necessitated full payment.  She considered that the current system was inflexible, had investigated the matter with the authorities concerned and the system was to be reviewed on completion of the summer period.  Parking enforcement had transferred from the Police in early May to DCC/SHDC; one member of staff had transferred across and 4 new recruits were to be employed.  A recent meeting between SHDC, KTC and the Police had resulted in Ian Hosking (SHDC Street Scene Officer) to undertake a review of Quay Car Park to seek an engineering solution to current speeding issues.  The Cattle Market car park was also an issue but a long-term solution may be the development of the community centre.  The Community College’s art department was to arrange the painting of a mural in Duncombe Park at the children’s play space.  Finally, the Tesco reserved matters planning application for a new supermarket was due to be received by the Development Control Committee in June.

Cllr Romanos enquired whether Salcombe Harbour Board had been consulted regarding the review of Quay Car Park, to ensure adequate access would be available to the slipway/moorings.  Cllrs O’Callaghan & Gilbert responded that the matter had been mentioned.
07.05   District Cllr Howarth reported that District Cllr Basil Cane was the newly elected Chairman of SHDC.  The Local Government Review had been placed on authorities and therefore it was essential to make the best of the situation.  SHDC supported a South Devon & Dartmoor unitary authority which would be a continuation of current joint working practices and was a sound proposal from a critical mass and shared interests’ angle.  While it had some conditional support from North & East Devon it was however, just one of 22 schemes to be considered.  Alongside Cllrs Gilbert & Freeman, he had attended the South Hams Hospital League of Friends’ (SHHLF) annual general meeting.  Two critical issues had been aired.  Firstly, the opening hours of the Minor Injuries Unit was deemed to be inadequate.  Secondly, SHHLF had raised £0.5m for refurbishment of the wards and work had been completed in April 2007.  Nine of 20 beds were re-opened in August 2007 and this had increased to 12 by January 2008.  However, 8 beds still remained closed.  

Members were very disappointed to hear the latter news.  The Clerk had requested a member of Devon Primary Care Trust’s senior management team to meet with members prior to a forthcoming council meeting.  It was agreed that Anthony Steen MP should also be alerted to the situation and Cllr Gilbert would write to him. 

07.06   District Cllr Gilbert had nothing further to add to his fellow district councillors’ reports.
08/08

URGENT BUSINESS
The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business:  “Affordable Housing” to be taken at agenda item 08/18; under confidential matters at the end of the meeting.  
08/09

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

08/10

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 22 April 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor addendum.

08/11

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 6 May 2008.


  

08/12
FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 22 April 2008.
08/13   
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the unaudited Annual Accounts for financial year 2007/2008 ending 31 March 2008 and the Annual Governance Statement.  It was agreed to amend the reserves to read “Revenue Reserves”.
08/14

DEVON FLAG

It was RESOLVED to fly the Devon flag on 4th June each year on St Petroc’s Day.   

08/15

CLERK’S REPORT
15.1
Diary for Council and Committee Meetings 2008/2009.  Distributed to members; timing of the Finance and Policy Committees to be agreed in due course.
15.2
Footpath No.15 Situation Report.  Almost 100 ‘user evidence forms’ had been received to date which evidenced extensive use of the Crabshell footpath.  These would be collated and despatched to DCC under cover of a request for a new modification order.

15.3
Request for Room Rental – Kingsmen.  The Kingsmen (letter dated 26 April 2008) thanked KTC for its generous offer of rooms and storage at Quay House however, the group had found other premises.

15.4
Parish Cluster Meeting.  6.45 for 7.00 p.m. Thursday 15th May at Malborough Village Hall to be chaired by District Cllr John Tucker.  Agenda items to include:  Local Government Review and Waste Review.  A Planning Officer would also be in attendance to feedback on matters from the previous meeting.  Due to the nature of the agenda items there was no limit on the number of representatives who could attend from town/parish councils.

15.5
DCC Community Listening Event – Local Government Review in
Devon.  7.00 to 9.00 p.m. Monday 19th May at Quay House.  DCC had sent 
invitations to local voluntary groups, churches, Chamber of Commerce etc. and town councillors were invited to attend the meeting.  To be hosted by County Cllrs Julian Brazil & John Hart alongside officers Roger Gash & Roger Grainger.

15.6
KTC/Police Liaison Meeting – 1 May 2008.  A roundtable meeting held between Cllrs Gilbert & Yates and the Clerk with Insp Chivers, Sgt Corkhill & PC Chesworth had been held to review current policing matters.
15.7
Town Crier – Roger Pinder.  Already Devon Champion, Roger had won the South of England Town Crier Championships the previous weekend.  Members agreed for a letter of congratulations to be sent.
08/16
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
16.1   Cllr McGing had attended a Police Authority Liaison Meeting at Ivybridge Town Hall on 28th April.  Neighbourhood policing has been championed and crime in general was down.  Two hundred extra Police Constables were being provided for the force.

16.2   Cllr Balkwill had attended the opening of the re-furbished Duncombe Room on 7th May and she encouraged members to visit.  A public seat outside the museum had been provided via KTC some years previously and required re-varnishing; the Clerk would look into the matter.

16.3   Cllr Rees had attended meetings of the Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum and the Play Spaces Group.  The latter was exploring a project in partnership with the Eden Project.  She had also attended a meeting with CABE (Commission for Architecture & Built Environment) enablers who were to conduct a review of Duncombe Park and the Recreation Ground.  Cllr Howarth proposed thanks to Cllr Rees for her sterling work with CABE.   

16.4   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of the Citizens Advice Bureau; the outreach service had recommenced in Quay House.  He had also attended a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce; 80% of Fore Street traders had committed themselves to taking part in Kingsbridge In Bloom and a sign to direct drivers to Fore Street Car Park from Fore Street had been requested.  He would contact SHDC regarding the latter.

16.5   Cllr Williams had been liaising with Mr John Speed, present in the public gallery, and the Police regarding a ‘show and shine’ car show.  She had also attended the annual general meeting of Age Concern; a constitution was under investigation.

16.6   Cllr Griffin had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Community Transport; the group had monies available to be awarded to deserving causes.

16.7   Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of the Rest Centre on 1st May; repairs were to be conducted to the building shared with Age Concern.
08/17

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 13 May 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £16,612.02 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  Cllr Griffin proposed thanks to Cllrs Balkwill and Romanos for their sterling work, alongside SHDC, in providing new litter bins in the town centre. 



    
08/19

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
19.1   Cllr Balkwill asked the Chairman if he was aware that the Play Spaces Group had organised a Den Building Day on Friday 30th May to be held in Duncombe Park; 2 sessions would be provided by the Eden Project.  SHDC had allocated a raft of forms to be completed regarding insurances and child protection and the group required assistance.  Cllr Gilbert responded that he would liaise with Cllr Balkwill to sort the matter.
19.2   Cllr Howarth reported that the rear courtyard had accumulated much rubbish, looked awful and enquired to the way forward.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, reported that Cllr Washington and himself had met with 4 contractors on site and had now received estimates for re-surfacing.  Cllrs Gilbert & Washington and himself were to meet shortly to agree action.
08/18.1
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

08/18.2
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN -

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

It was agreed to receive all relevant information at the next meeting of council.  
The meeting closed at 2048.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annexes:

A.   Membership of Committees.

B.   Representatives on Outside Bodies.

