
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Insp Phil Chivers




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

One Parishioner



Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/87

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr Gilbert confirmed that Cllr John Binns had been co-opted as a councillor and had made a Declaration of Acceptance of Office; he welcomed him to the town council.

08/88

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bob Freeman, Jim Romanos and Beryl Washington.  

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge parishioners.
08/89

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

89.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics.  A total of 37 and 36 crimes had been committed in July and August 2008 respectively; which exactly mirrored the number of crimes committed in the same period in 2007.  The breakdown for the 2 month period was: theft of motor vehicle/taken without owners consent (TWOC) 2, theft from motor vehicle 4, criminal damage to motor vehicle 10, burglary dwelling 2, burglary other 3, theft/fraud 18, criminal damage 14, arson 2, assault/violence 10, and others 8.  Two of the TWOC offences related to stealing boats; the boats had subsequently been recovered having been taken for joyrides.  Of the criminal damage offences, 6 incidents related to attacks to windows, doors and shop fronts of commercial properties.  Other incidents involved damage to public toilets and a door at Quayside Leisure Centre.  One youth had been awarded an £80 fixed penalty fine for damage to a hanging basket display.  The burglaries (dwelling) involved theft from an unoccupied home under repair where power tools had been stolen, subsequently recovered, and damage to kitchen units.  The second burglary involved a stolen laptop however, following enquiries a local male had been arrested and was on Police bail.  The burglaries (other) involved the thefts from the bowling club and Age Concern building and a charity box from a hair dressing salon.  Out of 10 assaults, 5 related to ABH and of these 4 had identified suspects.  The remaining 5 assaults were of a lesser nature.
The Neighbourhood team had changed shift patterns to work late every Friday and most Saturday nights to tackle anti-social behaviour (ASB) in the town.  This included members of the Special Constabulary also and officers out on foot to give high visibility.  Such operations would continue until further notice.  

Section 27 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act had made a tremendous impact over the past few months and 20 notices had been issued.  As a result, 2 persons had been cautioned, one reprimanded and one had been sent to court.  A further person had just been reported and he was awaiting a decision.  Certain persons in the town had actually stated to Police officers that this piece of legislation had really affected the way they behaved and were conscious that they did not wish to be banned or arrested.  Moreover, the Friday Night Coffee Shop had made a real difference to youngsters on the Quay giving them somewhere to meet and had made a noticeable difference in the amount of ASB calls received.

Relationships continued to be built with young drivers; the recent Show & Shine and visit by the Fire Service bus had been successful and were good examples of a multi-agency approach and community engagement.  Enforcement of speeding was ongoing and the ‘speed ace’ was deployed by his team to target areas where complaints had been received.  

Speed measuring equipment had monitored speed Church Street.  Over a period of 9 days the average speed over a 24 hour period was 20.5 mph with 3,935 vehicles per day using the road.  Most vehicles travelled between 16 and 21 mph and drove in a very compliant manner.  A couple of vehicles per hour drove over 20 mph between 6-7.00 a.m. and 5-10 p.m. and during the entire survey there were 25 vehicles which drove over 30 mph.  The process was to be repeated elsewhere in the town.

Numerous Section 27 Notices were issued during the Music Festival weekend with persons banned from the town.  One individual was arrested for a drug offence and one was arrested for being drunk and disorderly.  After the initial arrests on the first Saturday, which saw 3 persons placed in custody for breaches of Section 27 Notices and public order, the remainder of the week went very well with no issues.  

Finally, a drugs operation took place on Friday 5th September with officers working with a dog unit.  A number of town pubs were visited; all with a negative result.  It was a high visibility operation involving members of the town council.  A positive message was sent out around the town regarding the use of drugs and how such practice will not be tolerated in Kingsbridge.

Cllr Gilbert thanked Insp Chivers for his comprehensive report and the local Police’s good work.  There were no questions from members.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
89.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that there had been no DCC meetings during the summer recess.  He was pleased to report that a direct bus service from Kingsbridge to South Devon College had started; there had been a few teething problems but they were being sorted out.  Members and officers were spending much time considering the Local Government Review in Devon and the Boundary Committee’s proposal for a unitary authority.  A meeting was to be held on 16th September to discuss the disbursement of monies from the sale of Exeter airport monies to include a review of KTC’s application for the proposed community centre (CKC).  There were no questions from members. 

89.3
Cllr Howarth reported that he had attended numerous meeting to discuss the Local Government Review in Devon.  SHDC’s position was that the Boundary Committee’s proposal for a county-wide Devon authority was flawed due to its size and the rural nature of Devon.  He had canvassed on the town square and there appeared to be strong opposition to the proposal.  He further reported that recent information detailed that central government will have to consider retaining the status quo of 2-tier local government alongside the Boundary Committee’s proposal.  Moreover, there appeared to be concern that a Devon unitary authority would be a continuing council rather than a new one i.e.  DCC take over of current district and borough councils.  He announced that SHDC was to host a public meeting on the matter in Quay House on the following evening.

He further reported on a proposal for a residents’ concessionary parking scheme which would mean free parking before 1000 and after 1600.  Over night parking would also be free for residents.  There would be an administration charge of £10.00 for a permit which he felt was good value.  It was proposed to trial the scheme for 12 months.  Free swimming for over 60s was to be introduced following the award of a government grant for the next 2 years.  There was also an opportunity to gain free swimming for under 16s.  Finally, work had started on district wide issues relating to the South Hams Local Development Framework and community engagement on the Kingsbridge document was to commence shortly.

Cllr Balkwill asked when the concessionary parking scheme could be expected to start.  Cllr Howarth replied that SHDC was required to ratify the proposal in late September and it would take approximately 2 months to set up.    Cllr McGing queried the situation regarding multi-occupancy households and Cllr Howarth responded that the specific detail needed to be worked out.  Cllr Yates thanked Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth for their work on this matter, and Cllr Griffin welcomed the opportunity for under 16s free swimming.     
89.4
Cllr O’Callaghan reported that there was no fine detail regarding the concessionary parking scheme at present.  She noted that residents’ parking schemes was to be discussed that evening and alerted members to parking issues in West Alvington alongside Church & Duncombe Streets.  She had attended a Play Spaces Group meeting the previous day and had met with Mor Design; the appointed architects for the Open Spaces project.  A public presentation was to take place on 17th September at Quayside Leisure Centre.  A mural had been mooted to be painted within the Memorial Shelter, similar to Duncombe Park but with a different theme, in order to make it more attractive.  She had attended an on-site meeting in Totnes to review internal fittings to inform the refurbishment of the Quay public toilets.  While there was support to move the toilets to a different location this was a longer term project.  Cllr Howarth added that a CCTV camera was proposed to be included in the refit.  She had addressed the issue of speed calming measures in Quay Car Park with Cllr Terry Hewitt.  Action would be considered if speeding became worse however, she had assumed that a study was being conducted.  In any event, speed humps were not being considered.  There were no questions from members. 
89.5
Cllr Gilbert had nothing further to add to the reports made by his fellow district councillors.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
08/90

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.
08/91

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

08/92

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 22 July 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
08/93

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 5 August 2008 and 2 September 2008.  

08/94

POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 27 June 2008 and 2 September 2008.
08/95

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES

It was RESOLVED to appoint the following members to KTC committees and Outside Bodies:

· Cllr Binns – Finance Committee.
· Cllrs Binns & Griffin – Sunday Events Committee.
· Cllr Binns – Agenda 21 Kingsbridge & District Group.
· Cllrs Binns & Thorning – Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum.
· Cllr Binns – Kingsbridge District Special Interest Group for Old People.
08/96

TESCO

Cllr Gilbert reported that no further correspondence had been received from Tesco regarding the build of a new supermarket off Cookworthy Road.  He had however, spoken to both Mark Scoot (DTZ architects) and Melanie Chiswell (Tesco Corporate Affairs Manager) that day.  He had been informed that the build would commence either late 2008 or early 2009 and that KTC would be given regular updates.  The tower lift from the supermarket to Fore Street car park was not part of the current plans but had not been written off.  Members felt that it would have been courteous for Tesco to respond formally to KTC’s considerations and it was RESOLVED for a reply to be hastened.  
08/97

RESIDENTS’ PARKING SCHEME

Members were in receipt of notes from a meeting held with John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer) and Cllr Gilbert & the Clerk gave a situation report on the same.  Residents Parking Schemes (RPS) had only been approved at a few locations in the South Hams on an exceptional basis to combat localised issues e.g. Wallingford Road, Kingsbridge.  There was however, problems in a number of roads close to the town centre which tended to see all day commuter parking taking up available space.  Commuter permits (limited hours) could be purchased for the Cattle Market and Quay car parks for £139 per annum.  Moreover, full permits (all day) for all SHDC administered town car parks could be purchased at £279 for 12 months (£166 for 6 and £54 for one month).  It was noted that RPS does not reserve a parking space.  The key issue was that RPS required to be self-financing.  In areas such as Dawlish, Dawlish Warren and Teignmouth there were many RPS but this was balanced by lots of on-street pay and display car parking meters.  DCC had argued that home owners should have made themselves aware of local parking situations prior to purchasing their homes.  Moreover, RPS caused dispersal and may only ‘push’ the problem on to other roads.  Therefore if RPS was introduced to further roads in the town it would be difficult to know exactly where to stop and there may be a case for the whole town to be covered by RPS.  If introduced, it may be inevitable that RPS would require subsidising (to cover administration and enforcement costs) by on-street pay and display e.g. Fore Street.  It was noted that Totnes was to introduce pay and display meters to its own Fore Street in October 2008.  A full debate revealed that:

· There was much sympathy for local homeowners in areas such as Church Street, Duncombe Street and Westville.

· Car parking issues may ease with the forthcoming Fore Street enhancement works, proposed concessionary schemes for local residents, free car parking at Tesco of 3 hours duration and new car park at the Western Power site off Cookworthy Road.

· Commuter car parking permits could be better promoted.
· Commuters added considerably to the economic wealth of the town.

· The commuter permit fee could be reduced. 

· Totnes pay and display scheme had received the support of its Chamber of Commerce and objections from Totnes Town Council.

· Opposition to pay and display meters in Fore Street.
It was RESOLVED for:

· No further action to be taken at the present time to progress RPS.
· Notice to be taken of the success or otherwise of Fore Street, Totnes pay and display scheme.

· The situation to be reviewed in 9 months time.
The Press officer left the Chamber
08/98

SOUTH HAMS TREE PLANTING

Members were in receipt of information from SHDC detailing the South Hams Tree Planting Scheme.  While the Open Spaces Working Group had received the information it was considered that the early deadline for applications would not allow sufficient time for a full study to take place.  Cllrs Howarth, alongside Cllr Freeman (Tree Warden), volunteered to take up the matter and to review areas such as St Edmunds Churchyard for planting.
08/99

SOUTH HAMS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

Cllr Howarth detailed the workings of the South Hams Strategic Partnership.  It was RESOLVED for Cllr Binns to represent KTC.
08/100
CLERK’S REPORT
100.1
Fore Street Pedestrian Improvements.  The original plan to undertake the work in 2 stages (pre and post December) had been shelved.  The works were to be undertaken in one hit commencing 5 January 2009.  DCC had investigated options available to reduce the impact on the town during the works and had produced a draft programme to be presented to KTC & Chamber of Commerce at 1800 on Wednesday 24 September 2008.
100.2
Duncombe Street – Re-surfacing.  SWH Ltd was to undertake resurfacing work from 26 to 30 January 2009.  Local residents had already been informed.

100.3
Footpath No.15 – Situation Report.  DCC had acknowledged (letter dated 7 Aug 08) KTC’s application for a new modification order for the footpath along Crabshell Quay.  The application and user evidence forms, totalling 137 in number, was to be investigated and a report submitted to the Public Rights of Way Committee for determination as soon as is practically possible.

100.4
Derby Road – Street Lighting.  DCC had investigated a request from Kingsbridge Rugby Club for additional street lighting at the lower end of Derby Road.  Due to lack of an electrical cable along this route any provision would require the whole road to be trenched to install a service cable at a cost in excess of £30,000.  A possible cheaper alternative via Highfield Drive had also been considered but discounted.  It was deemed that DCC’s current budget did not allow for the street lighting to be installed.

100.5
Digital TV Switchover.  David Farwig of Digital UK will present and field questions on the transfer from analogue to digital TV at 1815 on 11 November 2008 in Quay House.  This will be a public meeting to be promoted via a press release, South Hams radio, notice boards etc. and other local parish councils will be invited.  Analogue TV signal for Kingsbridge was to be switched off in August 2009.  Moreover, a Digital Roadshow had been scheduled to visit the town square to coincide with a Farmers’ Market in June 2009.

100.6
Training Workshops.  A series of training workshops had been arranged by Community Council of Devon to be delivered by South West ACRE Network:

1. Getting Engaged (Involving people in building their community) – Tuesday 11 November 2008 at America Hall, Exeter.

2. Community Leadership (Inspiring people to make things happen) – Thursday 18 September 2008 at Clyst St George Village Hall.

3. Figuring out Finance (Managing your organisation’s money) – Tuesday 25 November 2008 at Bridestowe Village Hall.

4. Making Projects Happen (Making sense of project development and delivery) – Tuesday 30 September 2008 at Farringdon Village Hall.

5. Governance – What is it? (Rules and regulations demystified) – Thursday 23rd October at Poltimore Village Hall.

All the training sessions were free and offered a great opportunity to build on existing skills and to help engage with and support the local community.

100.7
KTC/Police Liaison Committee.  Cllrs Gilbert & Yates and the Clerk had met that morning with Insp Phil Chivers and Sgt Jane Corkhill.  Discussions had taken place on a range of matters including:  speeding, anti-social behaviour, CCTV and KTC/Police Surgery.  The Surgery was to take place bi-monthly on alternate Wednesdays in Quay House between 1000 and noon to commence on 24th September.  This would be a drop-in service for townspeople with either a local council or policing concern.   
100.8
Christmas Fore Street Event – Saturday 6 December 2008.  The Clerk had attended a meeting held on 3 September 2008 with Alison Marshall (organiser & Chamber of Commerce) and Shelly & Rick Worthy-Eveleigh (Bornhectic Events) who managed Dartmouth candlelit Christmas and Totnes late Christmas shopping events.  The Clerk was to investigate public liability insurance, licensing arrangements and liaison with the Police.

100.9
Meeting with Devon Primary Care Trust.  Further to the visit by Tim Deeprose (DPCT) on 10 June 2008, which addressed capacity issues et al at Kingsbridge Hospital, Dawn Collier (Assistant Director for Health & Social Care Delivery) was to visit at 1815 for 1830 on Tuesday 23 September 2008 prior to that night’s council meeting.
100.10 Sorley Cross – Road Safety.  Further to the Clerk introducing the matter at a recent council meeting he was to arrange a meeting with John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer), Insp Chivers, Martin Hartnell (Road Safety Officer) and surrounding parish councils in Quay House.  It was likely to be shortly after DCC’s HATOC meeting of 18 September 2008 which was to receive the matter as an agenda item.

100.11 Police Authority Liaison Meeting – South Hams.  To be held at 1930 on Monday 15 September 2008 at Dartmouth Town Hall.  The focus would be on ‘east district’ matters.

100.12 Unitary Government in Devon.  The Clerk promoted 2 forthcoming meetings:
· SHDC sponsored public meeting – 1900 on Wednesday 10 September 2008 in Quay House.

· DCC meeting – 1900 on Tuesday 16 September 2008 at the Watermark Centre, Ivybridge.

100.13 Thank You Letters.  The Clerk announced the following:
· Fair Week Committee (dated 5 August 2008) – thanking KTC for all input to Fair Week.

· William Turberfield (dated 11 August 2008) – thanking KTC for hosting the recent Town Criers’ competitions.

100.14 Sale of Land off Derby Road.  The Clerk announced that the sale of development land off Derby Road was completed on 26 August 2008 to Kingsbridge Town Lands Charity (Kingsbridge Feoffees).  Cllr Gilbert made the following statement:
“I am very genuinely pleased that we have now sold the Derby Road land for affordable housing to the Kingsbridge Feoffees.  The Feoffees have a long and good reputation for building affordable homes in Kingsbridge, and KTC look forward to seeing more being built in the near future.  Martin and I have worked tirelessly to achieve this ambition over some years now.  I also know Mike Howarth many many years ago worked hard in getting the lands released for development when he was Town Clerk. It has been a long road involving many obstacles, not least achieving planning consent for houses and the road access to them.  I should like to thank councillors for their trust and support in devolving authority to myself and Martin to achieve this sale.

It was for many of us a manifesto pledge to build affordable homes at the last elections, and I have every confidence this will now finally be achieved.  
I have to say for me, it is a relief to finally have this off my desk after so long, and I’m sure, indeed I know, that to be so for Martin.

Thank you.”
Cllr Howarth commented that the outcome was a superb solution for all and the mayor’s comments would make an excellent press release.
08/101
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
101.1   Cllr Lynn had attended a Rest Centre meeting in late July 2008; the group was in good order.

101.2   Cllr Lynn had also attended the first Fair Week meeting for the 2009 event.

101.3   Cllr Howarth promoted the Citizens Advice Bureau Annual General Meeting to be held at 1630 on Thursday 18 September 2008 in Quay House.
101.4   Cllr Williams had attended a recent meeting of Age Concern; the organisation was in good order.
101.5   Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge In Bloom to review the 2008 project.  She was perturbed that while a person had been caught and fined £80 for stealing a flower basket the monies went into Police coffers!  Graham Price and herself were to attend the Regional Awards Day in Plymouth on 18 September 2008.  Members agreed that their tickets should be paid for.  
101.6   Cllr Balkwill had also attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees. The release of SHDC funds to build affordable homes was ongoing.

101.7   Cllr Balkwill had also attended meetings with Mor Design, landscape designers contracted to the Kingsbridge Open Spaces project by SHDC & KTC.  A public consultation day was to take place on Wednesday 17 September 2008 between 1500 and 1930 at Quayside Leisure Centre.  The information would then stay up for a further 2 days prior to presentation at the South Hams Youth Fest 08 on Saturday 20 September 2008.  The consultation would be promoted in the Gazette.
08/102
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 September 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £32,152.49 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  
08/103
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN –


FINANCE COMMITTEE

There was no business to be brought forward.
08/104
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Williams asked the Cllr Gilbert if he was aware of an anti-social behaviour issue adjacent to Coronation Road & Ilton Way.  A trampoline had been placed on a plot of land, which used to be tended, and young people were making a lot of noise and neighbours had complained to Tor Homes and the Police.  Cllr Howarth, on behalf of the Chairman, stated he was content to take up the matter.
At the closure of the meeting Cllr Gilbert announced the passing of former councillor Joan Sloman; KTC had sent a card to her family.  Joan’s funeral was to take place at 1100 on Thursday 11th September at the Baptist Church.  Cllrs Freeman, Howarth & Thorning reported that they would attend.
The meeting closed at 2105.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

