
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2009

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Inspector Phil Chivers




Ten Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Yates extended congratulations, on behalf of KTC, to County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day for being re-elected as Devon County Councillors.  He offered his best wishes to Cllr Rufus Gilbert following his campaign to be elected as a county councillor.  
09/23

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Jax Williams.

Public Open Forum
Five Kingsbridge taxi drivers, Mr John Speed and Ms Amanda Bloomer made the statements at Annex A.
All taxi drivers left the Chamber on completion.  

09/24
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
24.1
Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for May 2009.  A total of 16 crimes had been committed, compared to 45 crimes in May 2008.  The

breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 2, criminal damage to motor vehicle 1, burglary (other) 1, theft/fraud 5, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 3, and other 2.  The incident of burglary (other) involved the theft of a bicycle and other items from a shed; most of the property had been recovered.  He advised the public to security-mark their bicycles.  The crimes of assault/violence involved 2 racist incidents: a dispute between neighbours and name calling.  He alerted members to an emerging issue regarding thefts of purses and handbags in public places by opportunist thieves; he advised the public to be on their guard.  Marine crime remained an issue particularly in the Salcombe area.  A kayak had been stolen from the top of a vehicle using bolt croppers to cut through a chain.  Sgt Corkhill was working alongside Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club, for example day-glo engine covers were to be trialled.  The current spell of good weather had encouraged homeowners to leave windows open and he advised the public to be mindful of home security.  He further reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s activities over the preceding month.  The enhanced Friday night patrols had been successful in limiting incidents of anti-social behaviour.  Constant patrols on bicycle and foot by PC Chesworth, PCSO Hawkes and SC Dunne-Barker were working well.  Two Section 27 Notices had been issued; personnel concerned had remained out of the designated areas and no arrests had resulted from the incidents.  Alcohol had been seized in Duncombe Park and letters sent to parents; the incidents had taken place on the last Friday of school for Year 11 pupils.  Traffic Police had issued 2 Section 59 Notices and had been progressing work with young drivers with the assistance of PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes.  Young people had been gathering at the rear of Jades Components and were being monitored by the factory owners and PCSO Hawkes.  An operation was conducted on Friday 5th June, using a combination of uniformed and plain clothes officers, to catch vandals causing damage to the Quay public toilets.  No damage was caused on the evening and the operation would be repeated.
Cllr Lynn commented that VOSA (Vehicle & Operator Services Agency) had been conducting vehicle checks in the area and asked if the Police were involved with such matters.  Insp Chivers replied that the Police did indeed work alongside partners.  
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
24.2
District Cllr Gilbert reported that an application by SHDC to alter the course of Footpath No.1, which ran along the western fringe of Quay Car Park, had not been approved by the Planning Inspectorate.  This would necessitate moving the proposed skate park by 1 metre but would not result in the absorption of further car parking spaces.  The skate park planning application would require amendment accordingly.  Kingsbridge Feoffees had been granted £82.5k from the Housing Investment Programme Budget for their Derby Road development project of 3 affordable homes; some negotiations were outstanding but he hoped that the matter could be concluded shortly.  The proposal to transfer Quayside Leisure Centre staff parking from Quay Car Park to the Cattle Market Car Park had been blocked on Health & Safety grounds due to lack of lighting in the evening to enable safe access to the centre.  SHDC was to negotiate further with Tone Leisure.  A proposal to allow a water skiing trial within the Kingsbridge & Salcombe estuary had been turned down by the Harbour Authority.  The proposal by KTC to introduce an extra 3 litter bins, previously agreed informally by SHDC, was being reviewed.  Chris Lucas (SHDC Business Development) had requested some further research into the proposal; it cost £600 per annum to manage a litter bin in the South Hams.  An answer was expected shortly.  
Cllr Yates asked if members of public who held Quayside Leisure Centre permits would also be transferred to the Cattle Market Car Park.  Cllr Gilbert replied that it was anticipated that public and staff would transfer at the same time.  Cllr Romanos remarked that the steps from the car park to Tumbly Hill were overgrown with vegetation; the Kingsbridge Feoffees had some other matters to discuss with SHDC regarding funding; and he requested further information on non-approval of the proposed diversion of Footpath No.1.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the Diversion Order had received objections from 2 people and the Planning Inspectorate had supported their representations; SHDC was to agree a way forward as it may affect a proposed  development at Tumbly Hill.  Finally, Cllr Binns asked if the Harbour Authority’s dredging trial had been successful; Cllr Gilbert replied that the environmental reports detailed that it had.    
24.3
District Cllr Howarth reported that SHDC had adopted a new Customer First initiative in order to made the council more open and accessible; it was a charter which would publicly outline the standards and level of service the council aimed to achieve.  He reviewed the Kingsbridge DPD site sustainability assessments; Leigh Cross had been assessed as ‘red’ (unsatisfactory) and Woodhouse Farm and Hurrell Road as ‘amber’ (some concerns).  Members of KTC and district councillors had been invited to a DPD workshop on 16th June facilitated by the Prince’s Foundation.  He had been appointed to SHDC’s Executive Committee and had been given the planning portfolio.  The Development Control department, following a recent survey of town and parish councils, was to conduct a review of its area of business with the aim of providing better relationships with local councils.  It was anticipated there would be more focus placed on enforcement matters, and planning officers’ reports on planning applications would be placed on the council website.  Finally, SHDC and West Devon Borough Council had appointed a joint management team to oversee both councils; the officers were Alan Robinson and Mark Seymour.  

Cllr Freeman commented that KTC had a good record of agreeing with SHDC’s decisions on planning applications.  However, he was aware of criticism from other local councils.
09/25

URGENT BUSINESS
The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business:  “Taxi Rank – Fore Street”; to be taken at agenda item 09/32.

09/26

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

09/27

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 12 May 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
09/28
PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 19 May 2009 and 2 June 2009.  Cllr Freeman, committee chairman, noted that the proposal for a wind farm at Goveton had been dismissed.
09/29

CLERK’S REPORT
29.1
Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area – Parish Cluster Meeting.  The Clerk had received Notes from the meeting held on 23 April 2009.

29.2
SHDC’s Magazine Issue 16.  Town & Parish Councils had been alerted to the following articles:
· Sill Waiting (page 7) – latest on future of local government in Devon.

· New Tree Planting Scheme (page 13) – a new initiative between SHDC and SH Tree Wardens to encourage tree planting.

29.3
Senior Council for Devon (Kingsbridge Branch).  A request had been received to make a presentation to KTC; members supported the proposal and the Clerk would arrange.   
29.4
Thank You Letters.  Received from:
· Saltstone Caring Ltd, on behalf of trustees, for Grant Aid of £100.

· SHDC Chairman’s PA, on behalf of District Cllr Basil Kane, for the Bishop of Exeter’s reception.

29.5
Asset Register Update/Insurance Renewal Review.  The Clerk reported:
· The Asset Register had been updated and incorporated into KTC’s insurance renewal.
· He had met recently with Mike Morris (WPS Insurance Brokers) to complete an insurance review with effect from 1 June 2009.

· An offer from Norwich Union had been accepted to extend the duration of the current 12 month insurance policy by a further 3 months to 31 August 2010.  One of the additional months cover to be provided free of charge thereby creating an overall saving of approximately £400.

· The original 12 months premium had been paid and a further invoice would be forwarded for the extension of cover.

29.6
SLCC Devon Branch – Meeting 5 June 2009.  The Clerk had attended however, the main speaker, Mark Bartlett (Audit Commission) had given his apologies.

29.7
South Hams Community & Voluntary Services – Annual General Meeting.  KTC had been invited to attend the AGM at 6.00 (refreshments) for 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday 23 June 2009 in the Rest Centre.
29.8
Community Centre – Presentation.  CKC Working Group would present the Business Plan to members at 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday 16 June 2009 (on completion of that evening’s Planning & Property Committees).  Also invited:  Chamber of Commerce, Kingsbridge Information Centre, St Edmunds Church, Kingsbridge Baptist Church, and Kingsbridge District Councillors.

29.9
CCTV Camera – Town Square.  KTC’s planning application for an additional camera in the town square adjacent to Quay public toilets would be received by SHDC Development Control on 17 June 2009.  Members agreed that SHDC should be requested to open the toilets 24 hours per day upon installation of CCTV.  

29.10
Youth Vision.  Agenda 21 Kingsbridge & District Group would present the “Youth Vision” report at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 10 June 2009 in the Council Chamber.  Projects identified by the report were one of KTC’s stated Priorities for 2009-2011.

29.11
Kingsbridge DPD.  An all day Prince’s Foundation workshop (8.45 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.) would be held on Wednesday 17 June 2009 at Kingsbridge Methodist Church.  District Councillors had been invited and KTC’s invitation now extended to 2 places.  Cllr Romanos would attend alongside Cllr Yates.
09/30
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
30.1 Cllr Binns had attended:

· recent Concerts on the Quay events and thanked Cllr and Mrs Romanos for their support.  The concerts were going well, new marquees were a bonus and publicity/flyers were proving effective in drawing good crowds.
· a meeting of the Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum.  No conclusions had been formed from a recent phosphate trial; during the last 2 years heavy rainfall there had been much run-off into the estuary.  Underwater photographs were to be placed on the website.
· a meeting of South Hams Strategic Partnership which had reviewed the previous Sustainable Community Workshop.  A shortlist of proposals had been realised from the latter workshop to take forward; the foremost item was that more assets should be transferred to town and parish councils from higher authorities.  However, the South Hams Citizens Panel had identified the top 3 priorities as: safeguarding local Post Offices; council tax raised from second homes to be spent locally; and affordable housing.

30.2 Cllr Griffin had attended the following meetings/events:
· Kingsbridge Music Festival

· Concerts on the Quay

· Kingsbridge Community Transport; £3,000 had been disbursed amongst 28 groups

· Home Start South Hams

· Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 “Youth Vision”

· Den Building Day at Rack Park 

· Twinning Society luncheon

· Walkers Are Welcome steering group

· Kingsbridge In Bloom working party

30.3
Cllr Romanos had attended Concerts on the Quay events and his first meeting as a KTC representative for Kingsbridge Feoffees.

30.4
Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees; the development of affordable housing at Derby Road had been discussed.

30.5
Cllr Balkwill reported on further Kingsbridge Feoffees’ activity; tenants were being sought for a 2 bedroom property and the group had received a large number of applications.  She also reported that Kingsbridge In Bloom work was forging ahead. 
30.6
Cllr Yates, alongside Cllr Lynn and the Clerk, had met with Claire Crew of Tor Homes that day.  Claire was conducting an appraisal of Kingsbridge.  He had also taken part in the Twinning Society’s French visit.  Cllr Binns and himself had hosted and Cllrs Griffin & Washington had also been involved.  A reception had been held in Quay House and the visit had included an estuary boat trip and dinner.  
09/31

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 June 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £14,196.42 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

09/32
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:

TAXI RANK – FORE STREET
The Public Open Forum had received representations from local taxi companies for a taxi rank in upper Fore Street to be re-instated.  It was RESOLVED to request DCC for a taxi rank to be provided in Fore Street at the nearest point to the north of the bus stop.      
09/33

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Washington commented that a disabled parking bay in Fore Street was being used throughout the day by an individual.  Cllr Gilbert added that the Chamber of Commerce had researched the issue and determined that this was legal as there was no signage which specified a time limit for Blue Badge holders.  Cllr Yates replied that the Chamber of Commerce had been requested to feedback on their proposals for time limits at loading bays and this could also be considered. 
The meeting closed at 2025.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes 

dated 9 June 2009

Public Open Forum

1.   Kingsbridge Taxi Drivers

Five taxi drivers (Steve’s Taxis, Kingsbridge Taxis and other local taxi drivers) made a strong request for re-instatement of a taxi rank towards the top of Fore Street.  The following submission was made to support their case:
· Taxi drivers did not voice any concerns during the public consultation period regarding the removal of the taxi rank at the top of Fore Street in early 2009; when safety works were implemented and road markings were altered by Devon County Council (DCC).  This was because an assurance had been provided to them by South Hams District Council (SHDC) that the plans would not affect taxi ranks.
· The mayor, Cllr Rufus Gilbert, had supported their case to have a taxi rank re-instated.  However, John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer) had subsequently met with members of the town council where it had been reported that the taxi ranks in Fore Street and Bridge Street were not well used.  This was definitely not the case.
· The taxi rank at the top of the town was used daily by all taxi companies.  In particularly, it was used by elderly and infirm passengers who needed to visit the Post Office to collect pensions and shop.  Taxi drivers often helped their passengers walk across the road.
· Since the removal of the Fore Street taxi rank the drivers have been verbally abused, fined by SHDC Enforcement Officers, and had held up traffic while double-parked.
· Passenger safety was of paramount importance to taxi drivers.  They considered that Health & Safety matters may be breached by the current traffic management configuration as it did not include a bespoke taxi rank which thereby necessitated taxis to negotiate alternative methods to pick-up and drop-off passengers.
· The loss of a taxi rank in Bridge Street was supported and the taxi rank at the bottom of Fore Street was no longer required.  
Taxi drivers had identified a parking space immediately to the north of the built-out bus stop, opposite the Shambles, which would be the preferred location for a taxi rank.  A secondary option would be to provide a 24/7 dual-purpose loading/taxi bay  
Chairman’s Response
Cllr Yates thanked the taxi drivers for their representations and replied that the matter would be debated that evening as an item of Urgent Business. 

Cllrs Gilbert reported that SHDC Enforcement Officers would not fine taxi drivers for picking up and putting down passengers in loading bays.  Cllr Romanos felt that a dual-purpose loading/taxi bay would probably only gain support from DCC if it were designated for usage at independent times i.e. loading bay during working day and taxis thereafter.  Cllr Howarth did not support re-instatement of a taxi rank in Bridge Street.  There was much support for the taxi drivers’ representation from members.
2.   Mr John Speed

Mr Speed stated that motorists were abusing the new traffic management scheme in Fore Street.  In particular, cars and vans were reversing on to the pedestrian crossings.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that he had already made the Police and SHDC Enforcement Officers aware of such matters.

3.   Ms Amanda Bloomer

Ms Bloomer stated that Kingsbridge had gained “Walkers Are Welcome” accreditation.  It was the first town in Devon to gain such status.  She was very grateful for the support of Cllr Robin Griffin and his work on the Kingsbridge Information Centre’s Steering Group.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates complimented the Kingsbridge Information Centre on their success which was a real coup for the town. 
