MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 9 JANUARY 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Jeff Beer




Sgt Jane Corkhill




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




2 Parishioners

06/193
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Dennis Holwill, Ken Prowse & David Thorning and District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight.  

Public Open Forum

Mr Graham Price made the statement at Annex A.

06/194
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

194.1 Police Sergeant Jane Corkhill introduced herself as the new Town

Sergeant with effect from 1 December 2006.  She had 11 years service, and had served in Brighton for 6 years before joining Devon & Cornwall Constabulary.  She announced she was really looking forward to her new role.  The town’s December crime figures, which required to be verified, detailed 14 motor vehicle crimes following a spate of activity in Fore Street; 4 public order incidents which had necessitated fixed penalty notices; 1 arson; 5 criminal damage; 4 burglaries; 7 thefts; and 5 assaults.  The town’s new Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) was Jordan Mitchell, who was currently undergoing an induction programme alongside the Neighbourhood Beat Manager PC Paul Chesworth.  The PCSO would ensure high visibility policing and would be patrolling the town on foot.  Mindful of the statement by Mr Price at the Public Open Forum, she was aware that anti-social behaviour in the town centre was a big issue and in particular, vandalism to the Age Concern building.

Cllr Johnson stated that he had been made aware of a website, aimed at young people, which highlighted the Age Concern building as a target for vandalism.  Sgt Corkhill replied that she was unaware of the same and Cllr Johnson agreed to provide details.

Sgt Corkhill left the Chamber

194.2 County Cllr Brazil reported that Barnardos would manage the new care 

centre at Kingsbridge Primary School and the development would commence in April 2007.  DCC had received its final government support grant settlement which had not been good.  In real terms, it meant that each person would be £49 worse off than in the average shire county.  A study into ‘Education in the 21st Century’ had questioned the viability of smaller schools and he gave an example of West Charleton Primary School which was struggling to attract a new headteacher.  Closure of smaller schools may not realise cost savings, as children would need to be transported to other schools in the district.  Kingsbridge Community College had Beacon status and was not under scrutiny.  The Police was to transfer management of Traffic Wardens to DCC with effect from April 2008; the matter was due to be discussed by DCC at a meeting in March.  He would not wish to see Traffic Warden business being handed over to a private company.

194.3 District Cllr Beer reported that a public meeting to debate the proposed 

02(UK)Ltd mobile phone radio base was to be held on 16 January 2007 in Quay House.  The Harbour Board was also to meet in the Council Chamber on 20 March 2007.  He thanked the council for use Quay House.  He had met earlier with Cllr Freeman, as Chairman of Planning Committee, to share some background information on the supermarket planning application, as there had been a seasonal time delay between council meetings.  He considered this right and proper given the circumstances.  The application itself may raise some old chestnuts: need within the town, car parking, quality of realm issues and the requirement to work alongside townspeople who lived and worked in the locale.  It would be undoubtedly an expensive site to develop and would require the very best retailer to come onboard.  He had discussed the application the previous day with SHDC officers, architects and landowner.  Town council input was vital and he wished to bring the landowner and architect to a forthcoming Planning Committee meeting to discuss.

Cllr Child commented that he was very pleased the Harbour Board was to hold a forthcoming meeting in Quay House.

Cllr Freeman welcomed the opportunity for further discussions of the proposed supermarket and encouraged all members to attend.  Cllr Heavisides enquired whether a public meeting would be held to debate the proposed supermarket.  Cllr Beer replied that if the outline application were approved then the real work would commence in order to establish the detail.

Cllr Johnson reported that the Southwater Court development in Embankment Road appeared to be considerably higher than the approved plans and he did not wish to see retrospective planning permission being granted.  Cllr Beer replied that he would follow up the enquiry with SHDC officers.

Cllrs Brazil & Beer left the Chamber

06/195
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed 2 items of urgent business: 

· A request for council support by Kingsbridge Bowls Club regarding car parking facilities; to be taken at agenda item 06/203.1.

· Correspondence received from Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership; to be taken under Confidential Matters at agenda item 06/203.2.


06/196
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Hurrell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/208 ‘Property Committee’; sub-item 06/41 ‘Development of Land at Derby Road’.

Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 06/208 ‘Property Committee’; sub-item 06/33 ‘Works Adjacent to Rear of Quay House’.

06/197
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.  

06/198
TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities. 

06/199
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee of 3 January 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  All 10 decisions received were in accordance with council’s Recommendations.  Two items of correspondence had been received: a planning appeal against SHDC’s refusal to demolish and rebuild Quay Cottage, The Promenade had been dismissed, and a previously submitted application had been withdrawn.  Two decisions for works to TPO trees were in accordance with the council’s Recommendations.  An application for work on 4 protected trees was supported.  Of 6 planning applications received: 5 were supported and one was noted.  Within the former, an application for a new Food Retail Store in Cookworthy Road, which had already been discussed at the meeting, was noted as being outline permission only with all matters reserved relating to layout, scale, access, landscaping and appearance.  Any further current planning matters were noted.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

06/200
CLERK’S REPORT

200.1 Feedback from council meeting of 12 December 2006.  All actions
taken.
200.2 Bandstand Premises Licence.  SHDC had issued the Premises 
Licence with effect from 7 December 2006.
200.3 South Hams Sustainable Community Strategy 2007-11.  The Clerk 
reported receipt of the new strategy.
200.4 DCC Highway Management - Area South – Arrangements from

January 2007.  The highway service structure had changed from 8 local service groups to 3 area based teams for the north, south and east of the county.  Area South covered Teignbridge, South Hams & West Devon with Brian George as Area Engineer South and John Halliday as Chief Assistant Engineer.  Area South was based at Newton Abbot; the Ivybridge office had closed.

200.5 Police Authority Liaison Meeting – South Hams – 1930 on Thursday

25 January 2007.  The Clerk announced the same; Cllrs Johnson & Wingate had been notified direct.

200.6 Recreation Ground Toilets – Vandalism & Proposal for Closure.

SHDC Property Services had proposed closure of the toilets following continual
persistent vandalism and making improvements to the toilets in the café, which

would be available during opening hours.  Members felt very strongly that the
proposal represented a defeatist approach and that other options should be
explored including closure outside daylight hours, security via steel doors and
replacement with vandal-proof facilities.  It was agreed to make SHDC aware
of council’s strong opposition to the proposal, to suggest other options and
request re-consideration of the situation.
200.7 Mobile Phone Base Station Planning Proposal – Public Meeting at 

1930 on Tuesday 16 January 2007 at Quay House.  The Clerk had promoted the same via council notice boards, a Public Notice in the Gazette and South Hams radio. 

200.8 Salcombe Harbour Board – Meeting at Quay House on 20 March 

2007.  The Clerk re-affirmed Cllr Beer’s report of the same.

200.9
Local Council Elections – 3 May 2007.  The Clerk reported that the March edition of the council newsletter would be an ‘election special’ and he had already been interviewed by South Hams Radio. 

The member of the Press left the Chamber

06/201
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

Cllr Johnson had attended a recent meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau.

06/202
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 December 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £6,394.78 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/203.1
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD – KINGSBRIDGE BOWLS CLUB – CAR PARKING FACILITIES

Cllr Child reported that Kingsbridge Bowls Club had requested council support

for SHDC to provide car parking in Duncombe Park for away teams during 16

home match fixtures.  Previously the issue had been resolved on a temporary

basis but a permanent solution was now required.  It was RESOLVED to write

to SHDC requesting car parking for 5 cars in Duncombe Park during all Bowls 

Club’s home fixtures.

06/204
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Cowling requested a situation report on the town centre CCTV project.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that council was to receive a Recommendation from the Property Committee during Confidential Matters.

06/205
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public left the Chamber

CONFIDENTIAL

06/206
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Finance Committee of 12 December 2006; which were delivered by Cllr Johnson.  Recommendations were made to:

· Make a Grant Aid (Community Projects) disbursement of £1,000.00 to South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau to run the weekly Outreach Centre at Quay House.

· Increase all fees relating to Embankment Road Cemetery by 10%.

· Alter the definition of ‘non-residents’ for burials and inform the relevant authorities accordingly.

· Retain current Quay House fees for leases, room rentals and casual room hire.

· Increase the fee for weddings in the Council Chamber from £16.00 to £30.00.

· Retain current Trebblepark allotment rents.

· Retain current Bandstand hire charges.

· Introduce all new charges with effect from 1 April 2007.

· Draw up a new grounds maintenance contract for Embankment Road Cemetery, St Edmunds Churchyard and Quay House grounds, rather than the current split between contractual and salaried work, to take effect from 1 April 2007.  The Clerk would seek expressions of interest.

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.  

06/207
BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2007/08

Members were in receipt of a draft budget for the next financial year, which would necessitate an increase in Precept of 2%.  The amount of council reserves was considered to be fair and reasonable given anticipated income and expenditure.  It was RESOLVED to accept the budget for Financial Year 2007/08; which is now produced at Annex B.  It was further RESOLVED to set the Precept at £87,102.  

Cllr Hurrell left the Chamber for the following agenda sub-item 06/41.

06/208
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Property Committee of 19 December 2006; which were delivered by Cllr Wingate.  Recommendations were made to:

· Note all completed, ongoing and future works.

· Update the Quay House works programme to include findings from a Fire Safety survey to be completed by Cllrs Freeman & Wingate.

· Commission architect drawings for installation of a lift to the 1st floor of Quay House

· Survey the exterior of Quay House for re-decoration and to place on hold any internal re-decoration until the outcome of the lift project was known.

· Gain estimates for the renovation of Council Chamber furniture.

· Continue liaison with local Police to realise a CCTV system for the town centre including camera locations and operational requirements; consult with the Town Consultation Panel to gauge the extent of volunteer support to monitor cameras; announce council’s intentions to SHDC and request support; and to review the project once further information had been gleaned.

· Request Devon Tree Services Ltd to carry out tree surgery to 4 Holm Oaks in Embankment Road Cemetery.

· Request John Fallon Sound to install an induction loop system in the Council Chamber (Standing Orders suspended as only one estimate gained).

· Liaise with Tor Homes, Andrew Lethbridge and DCC Highways to realise the future development of land off Derby Road.

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report. 

06/203.2
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD – CORRESPONDENCE 



FROM KINGSBRIDGE & SALCOMBE AREA PARTNERSHIP



(KSAP)

Members received 2 letters from KSAP dated 29 December 2006 and 6 January 2007 respectively.  The former welcomed council’s support for a community hall in the town and requested funding for their work.  The latter isolated KSAP from the private opinions of one of its members, who had expressed criticism of the council in a letter to the Kingsbridge Gazette of 5 January 2007.  The letter was at pains to express KSAP’s ethos of partnership working with the town council.  It was RESOLVED to:

· Not make any funds available to KSAP at this juncture however, the situation may be reviewed as their projects developed.

· Note KSAP’s disassociation from the personal opinions of one of its members and take no further action regarding the same.

The meeting closed at 2040.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date 

Annexes:

A.   Public Open Forum.

B.   Budget for Financial Year 2007/08.


Annex A to Council Minutes


dated 9 January 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1. Statement by Mr Graham Price.

Mr Price of Waterside Park, Kingsbridge, stated he supported the planning application for a new supermarket in the town, which was to be received by the council that evening.  He felt it was long overdue and would bring much needed extra trade to the town centre.  He hoped the council would support the proposal.

He was concerned at the continuous mindless vandalism to the Age Concern building and hoped that the Police would be able to eradicate the problem.  Moreover, new graffiti had appeared over the course of the last 2 months in the town square bus shelters and he queried what was to be done about it. 

2. Chairman’s Response.

Cllr Child replied that the council was indeed, to consider the planning application for a new supermarket that evening.  

Previous bus shelter graffiti had been painted over by the council’s Caretaker on behalf of the district council and an invoice for reimbursement had been paid.  The condition of the bus shelters would be re-considered. 

