
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 

9 DECEMBER 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers

Steve Peacock, Herald Express

Four Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/167

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr David Thorning.  

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge parishioners.

08/168
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

168.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for November 2008.  A total of 23 crimes had been committed compared to 35 crimes in November 2007; which was a significant reduction.  The breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle 1, theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 4, burglary (dwelling) 1, burglary (other) 2, theft/fraud 4, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 7, and others 1.  The burglary (dwelling) was one of a series of 18 along the A379 corridor; a male had been arrested and had admitted responsibility to all the offences.  The assaults related to 4 offences of ABH; all persons had either been arrested or identified and were being sought.  The remaining 3 assaults were offences of Common Assault and the offenders had also been identified.  PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes had continued their high visibility foot patrols in and around the town centre and they had built up some very good working relationships with townspeople.  The passive drug dog had again entered a number of licensed premises in the town with a negative result; this was excellent news.  The school surgery continued to work very well and there was a much improved relationship with the Community College.  The Neighbourhood Team had had access to a flashing matrix sign for 2 weeks which had been used in the Embankment Road.  It was a highly visible proactive piece of equipment which reported driving speed to oncoming motorists.  The operation had received positive feedback from the community.  The Traffic Department had attended twice in the past month in plain and marked traffic cars.  The results were:  no seatbelt 31 tickets issued, excess speed 1 ticket issued and 17 verbal warnings, no MOT 1 ticket, no road tax 1 ticket, use of mobile phone 1 ticket and 18 verbal warnings for other matters.  It transpired that 90% were local drivers who considered themselves familiar with the road.  

Cllr Balkwill queried the speed checks at 0900 when the road was busy and as such did not allow for higher speeds.  Insp Chivers responded that this was indeed the case however, it did allow for more drivers to see the signage and witness the Police in high visibility clothing.  Cllr Binns commented that he had raised the issue and had suggested the operation be completed in the morning and evenings.

Cllr Gilbert thanked Insp Chivers for another comprehensive report.

Insp Chivers left the Chamber
168.2
County Cllr Brazil had attended a meeting to discuss the proposed community centre that day.  He had also attended the opening of the refurbished Library and it was good to see it so busy.  He highlighted that the South Devon Coastal Local Action Group was a good opportunity to make funding bids for local projects.  Finally, the Boundary Committee’s recommendation from their Local Government Review in Devon had been delayed until mid-February 2009.  This was due to a High Court proceedings elsewhere but unfortunately it impacted nationwide and everyone was suffering.

168.3
District Cllr Howarth agreed with County Cllr Brazil that the delayed decision on the Local Government Review in Devon was not helpful.  He reported that SHDC’s budget had been announced for financial year 2009/10.  Car parking charges had been frozen at current prices and there was to be no increase.  He considered that Kingsbridge’s district councillors and County Cllr Brazil had played a key part in the decision.  The pilot scheme for concessionary residents’ parking permits, for South Hams’ residents to park in council-operated car parks between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m. for £10 per year, was anticipated to commence in February 2009.  Kingsbridge had been allocated £300k  for parks and open spaces and £60k had been agreed for a new skate park.  SHDC’s Government Grant had been increased by only 0.5% which equated to approximately £28k which was well below current rates of inflation and considerably out of line with other authorities.  He construed this to be part of an anti-district council agenda.  In reality the grant was around £65 per head which, alongside East Devon, was the lowest district council grant in Devon.  Budget pressures had been made worse by the loss of interest on investments.  There was an overall £1m deficit in a £10m budget.  However, council tax had also been frozen for the next financial year and SHDC was hopeful to make efficiency savings.

Cllr Freeman proposed a vote of thanks to all local district and county councillors for their help in freezing car parking charges which was supported by his fellow members.       
168.4
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that 2 small speed limit signs had been introduced to Quay Car Park.  The planning application for refurbishment of the Quay public toilets had been delayed as the planning notice had to remain on site for a further week.  The Development Control Committee was to meet the following day and would consider the application for new housing at the Widegates site in Embankment Road.  KTC had supported the application however, the Planning Officer had recommended Refusal.  The Children’s Centre at the primary school was due to open fully in January 2009 and advisors from the Totnes Job Centre had visited to give information to parents on job-related matters.  Anthony Steen MP had bought a Kingsbridge Bag during the “Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas” event on Saturday 6th December.  The Prosperity Policy Development Group had met that day; 120 affordable homes had been planned for the following financial year however, this could fall to 35 due to current economic conditions but a phased development to include both affordable and open market housing may be considered.  
168.5
District Cllr Gilbert reported that the proposed Tesco supermarket had some issues which may require a new planning application to incorporate environmental and exterior changes.  This would be a much improved design to include a tower lift to Fore Street car park.  The projected build start date was June 2009 however, there may be slippage.  The key message was that Tesco still wished to come to Kingsbridge.  The Scrutiny Committee had recently discussed health issues with the Chairman of Devon Primary Care Trust; it was anticipated that the 2 new beds at Kingsbridge Hospital would be operational by end January 2009.  There was however, much pressure on the DPCT with 33% more patients being referred to consultants from local GPs; this appeared to be a county-wide phenomenon.  The Minor Injuries Unit at the hospital would open until 7.00 p.m. from April to September.  He had received a number of complaints from local people regarding on-street car parking fines.  He recognised that a £70 fine was painful and this was an emotive and difficult issue.  The Kings Arms Hotel had closed recently and he had concerns about the Woolworths store.  Kingsbridge was not a boom town and many traders may struggle to survive the current economic climate; he felt that difficult times were ahead.  He confirmed that Fore Street enhancement works and refurbishment of the Quay public toilets would commence in the New Year.  Finally, he considered the previous Saturday’s “Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas” to have been a really enjoyable day and great success.  
Cllr Romanos enquired regarding the number of Kingbridge residents placed in Dartmouth and Totnes Hospitals as the statistics had been promised by DPCT.  Cllr Gilbert replied that it was anticipated the extra 2 beds would help such people however, the figures would be hastened from DPCT. 
Cllr Howarth left the Chamber
08/169

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

08/170

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

08/171

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 25 November 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/172

MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a report on the town mayor’s activities from 29 July to 30 November 2008.

08/173

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 2 December 2008.

08/174

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – MODEL




PUBLICATION SCHEME

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Model Publication Scheme with effect from 1 January 2009; to incorporate a listing of information to be made available and a schedule of charges. 

08/175
CLERK’S REPORT

175.1
Unauthorised signs on or adjacent to the highway.  A number of traders had placed unauthorised A-frame type advertising signage on the highway in the town centre.  Letters had been sent recently explaining DCC’s responsibility to highway users and enclosing all relevant information.  Unfortunately, the reminders appeared to have had little effect and offenders would now be reported to DCC for enforcement action to be considered.

175.2
Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area – Parish Cluster Meeting.  The next meeting was scheduled for 1900 on Wednesday 14 January 2009 in Quay House.  

175.3
Local Government Reorganisation – Boundary Committee announcement.  As previously mentioned, the recommendation for Devon Local Government had been postponed from 31 December 2008 to 13 February 2009.
175.4
“Shop Locally” Campaign.  Maggie Breton had announced her campaign at the last council meeting and had been given the opportunity to request funding from KTC.  The printing costs were circa £35 only and members supported a suggestion for the invoice to be paid direct by KTC rather than making application for Grant Aid.

175.5
Citizen of the Year 2009.  Next year’s award was to be promoted shortly i.e. posters, Gazette and website with a deadline of 20 February 2009.  The presentation to be made at the Civic Dinner on 27 March 2009.

175.6
Police Management Team.  An invitation (letter of 4 December 2008) had been received from Superintendent Sarah Sharpe (South Hams & West Devon BCU) to a drop-in session with the Police Management Team and other partners who worked in the area; at 1130-1400 on Wednesday 17 December 2008 in Follaton House, Totnes.

175.7
Public Toilets – Refurbishment.  Fore Street Car Park public toilets were to be painted over the following week and, as previously mentioned, Quay toilets refurbishment was due to commence early in the New Year.

08/176

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES

AND AUTHORITIES

176.1
Cllr Binns had attended a recent Concerts on the Quay meeting and would make a presentation to council in February 2009.

176.2
Cllr Binns had attended a meeting of South Hams Strategic Partnership on 8th December  which had received a presentation on the Local Development Framework and a Strategy Action Plan Workshop had taken place.
176.3
Cllr McGing had attended a Police Authority Liaison Meeting in Yealmpton on 1st December.  A presentation had been made on the role of police dogs and it had been detailed that 200 Specials were to be recruited with 18 earmarked for the South Hams.  The next meeting was to be held in the Rest Centre, Kingsbridge at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 26 January 2009.
176.4
Cllr Griffin had also attended the Concerts on the Quay meeting and plans were evolving well for 2009.

176.5
Cllr Yates, alongside Cllr Balkwill & County Cllr Brazil, had visited Kingsbridge Community College recently to explain their roles in the community to students.  It had been a most enjoyable session.
08/177

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 December 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,576.79 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/178

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business to be brought forward.
08/179

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Binns asked whether it would be prudent to revise the time of council meetings from 7.00 to 7.30 p.m. due to the large number of pre-council presentations to members.  Cllr Gilbert asked members for comments.  It was proposed and seconded, and RESOLVED for:

· presentations to be subsumed into short council meetings only (the second meeting of each month),

· the start time of 7.00 p.m. to remain, and 

· a time limit of 30 minutes to be imposed.
The meeting closed at 1952.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

