
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 8 JULY 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Insp Phil Chivers




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

Five Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/60

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mike Howarth and Jim Romanos. 

Public Open Forum

Mr Peter Trembath and Mr John Speed made the statements at Annex A.

08/61

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

61.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for June 2008.  A total of 38
crimes had been committed compared to 43 crimes in June 2007.  The
breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 2, criminal damage to motor vehicle 1, 

burglary (dwelling) 1, burglary (other) 5, theft/fraud 7, criminal damage 5, arson

1, assault/violence 8, and others 8.
The dwelling burglary had involved a forced entry however, a search of the property revealed that nothing had been stolen.  Three of the other burglaries had been committed at the Community College where high quality electrical items e.g. laptop and projectors had been stolen; investigations were ongoing.  The number of assaults and violence had increased however, 5 assaults had arisen from the interventions of the local Police team.  Three persons had been arrested for grievous bodily harm and had been reprimanded.  There had also been an increase in theft related offences across the South Hams.  Scrap metal, fuel, pedal cycles, satellite navigation systems and car radios were the most common thefts.  Crime prevention warnings were being increased now that the summer holiday season had commenced.  Once again, there had been a noticeable reduction in reported anti-social behaviour incidents at weekends.  Last June there were 19 reports of ASB however, this year there were 10.  An arrest had been made regarding damage to McColls newsagents and a fixed penalty notice was given to another person at the scene for drunk and disorderly behaviour.  PCSOs had carried out some very good pro-active work regarding drugs and a young person had been arrested for possession with intent to supply.  During June, outside the Music Festival, one youth had been arrested for being drunk, one for breach of an ASBO, one for breaching a Section 27 Notice and finally, one for a Section 5 public order offence.  During the Music Festival 3 Section 27 Notices were issued which resulted in one arrest for breaching the notice and the person was subsequently reprimanded.  A 15 year old male from Dartmouth had supplied youngsters with alcohol, was arrested and is due to appear in Court.  A local shop had supplied alcohol and had been dealt with in a positive manner.  Finally, there were plans to conduct alcohol test purchasing in the town and also to educate parents who were giving their youngsters alcohol in the evenings and then sending them outdoors.
Cllr Griffin thanked Insp Chivers for the support and guidance they had given to the Music Festival Committee.
Cllr Lynn asked Insp Chivers whether it was an offence to serve alcohol to a person who was already intoxicated.  Insp Chivers replied that it was within any premises which held an appropriate licence.  Cllr Lynn believed some establishments may therefore be breaking the law.  Insp Chivers accepted that there may be some such occurrences and he would take the matter up at the next meeting of the Licensed Victuallers Association.  
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
61.2   County Cllr Brazil reported that he was very impressed with the local Police force and the work conducted by Insp Chivers and Sgt Corkhill and their Neighourhood Police Team.  He also applauded the recent work conducted by Cllr Williams for young drivers.  It was a good team effort all round.  He had attended a recent Highways and Traffic Order Committee where safety concerns had been raised with Sorley Cross following a number of recent road accidents.  Some proposals had been heard, for example flattening out the hump at the crossroads however, costs were deemed to be too high.  Further afield, the pavements in Warren Road were to be repaired in the next financial year and the Digital Switchover Roadshow was due to visit Dartmouth and Salcombe and may be prepared to visit Kingsbridge.  The Boundary Commission had announced its option for unitary status in Devon the previous day favouring a Devon-wide unitary authority with a second option of a greater Exeter.  He believed that energies now needed to be focussed on the proposed Community Boards; town and parish councils had been requested for their comments.  

Cllr Washington reported that traffic concerns at Sorley Cross had been discussed previously and proposals such as an offset cross road had been suggested.  Cllr Brazil replied that the location was unique with a ‘B’ classification road having priority over an ‘A’ road.  Seemingly, satellite navigation systems did not pick this up.  Cllr Balkwill commented that the road surface from the Churchstow direction was much improved which encouraged motorists to drive at high speed and Cllr Williams suggested a roundabout at the location.  
61.3   Cllr Gilbert reported that the Tesco reserved matters planning application had been approved with various conditions.  He was the ward member for the location and would lobby for a tower lift to be included.  A new application could be expected shortly for signage.  The Boundary Commission had reported its findings from the Local Government Review of Devon and it would be interesting to follow the proposals as the matter progressed.  A new pontoon near Quayside Leisure Centre would be provided shortly, the visitors’ pontoon would be renewed in this financial year and the Batson pontoon in the next financial year.  A reduction in waterborne speed limits was planned for 2009.  He confirmed that Paula Brooks, Director of Operations, had now left SHDC.  Finally, joint working between South Hams & Teignbridge District and West Devon Borough Councils was operating well with joint Heads of Property Services, ICT and Legal Services being appointed.    
61.4 Cllr O’Callaghan reported that the Tesco reserved matters application had

been approved by a vote of 8 versus 4 at the Development Control Committee; she had voted against on the grounds of poor design.  Furthermore, she considered there had not been sufficient information provided on the links between the store and the town centre nor on the management of car parking. However, the Tesco representative had reported at the meeting that parking would be free for 3 hours.  There was also an issue over signage but this would be the subject of a further planning application.  She was hopeful that the store would be plastic bag free and had discussed the matter with a Tesco representative.  Tesco may be prepared to consider the initiative as a precedent had been set at the new Bovey Tracey store.  There had been a lack of consultation regarding the early closure of the Quay public toilets which SHDC had announced was an oversight.  Finally, the Duncombe Park mural had been completed and needed a protective coating of glaze.  Cllr Brazil was content to fund the glazing from his DCC locality budget however, volunteers would be required to apply and any offers of help would be gratefully received.  

Cllr Gilbert reported that he had been informed of the decision to close the public toilets early at 1830 but he had not been consulted.  Operational reasons had necessitated the earlier closure and it had been proposed for the Creeks End toilets to be used after that time.  He acknowledged that use of a public house was not ideal and KTC had already forwarded its reservations to SHDC.  A solution was required.

08/62

URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Gilbert proposed one item of urgent business:  “Finance Committee” to be taken at agenda item 08/72.

08/63

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

08/64

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24 June 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
08/65

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1 July 2008.  
08/66

POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 27 June 2008.  
All members gave their opinion on the Quality Parish Council scheme and the consensus was that there was little benefit to accreditation.  While the committee’s recommendation had been to make re-application for Quality status; it was RESOLVED for KTC’s Quality Parish Council status to lapse and not to make re-application.  The scheme however, would be closely monitored to ascertain whether it would be beneficial to re-apply at a later date.
All members gave their opinion on a proposal to split the duties and responsibilities of the Town Mayor (which would require an amendment to Standing Orders).  It was proposed, and seconded, to overturn the Recommendation to conduct a one year trial of the splitting of the mayor’s role between a Town Mayor and Leader of the Council with effect from May 2009; the former to undertake civil duties, the latter to undertake business tasks.  On being put to the vote, the proposal was lost.  It was noted however, that there was some unease with the matter and further discussion was required at the Policy Committee. 
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 27 June 2008; save item 08/05 (Quality Parish status).
08/67

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES

It was RESOLVED for Cllr Balkwill to be appointed to the Policy Committee; to fill a vacancy.
08/68

OPEN SPACES PROJECT

Cllr Balkwill gave a comprehensive situation report on the Open Spaces project.  Expressions of interest had been requested from 12 landscape designers and the response had been excellent.  CABE (Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment) enablers were helping to produce a design brief which would been sent to shortlisted designers.  On receipt of tender packs a number would be invited for interview on 4 August 2008.  Cllr Gilbert thanked Cllrs Balkwill, Howarth and McGing for their efforts to date.
08/69

CLERK’S REPORT
69.1
Local Government Boundary Review – Public Meetings.  SHDC was to hold a series of meetings in the South Hams to inform the public of the Review.  Kingsbridge was to host a meeting at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 29th July in Quay House.  Due to the pace of the Review a further meeting had been ‘pencilled’ for 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 10th September should it be required.
69.2
Sorley Cross – Road Safety.  Further to County Cllr Brazil’s report at agenda item 61.2, members received a letter Loddiswell Parish Council (LPC) had written to DCC detailing its concern regarding road safety at Sorley Cross following 4 collisions in 14 days to 5 June 2008.  LPC had suggested the installation of traffic lights to safeguard against further accidents.  Members  considered that the matter required attention and for KTC to host a meeting with relevant parish councils and to request John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer) to attend.
69.3
SHDC Chairman – Thank You.  A kind letter had been received from District Cllr Basil Kane.  He had thoroughly enjoyed attending the council meeting on 10th June, in particular he was grateful for the opportunity to attend the pre-meeting with Devon Primary Care Trust and on completion to have the time to talk to members.
69.4 Youth Matters.  Devon Youth Service was to review its Friday night outreach service in the Kingsbridge area shortly to ensure the best use of resources.  It was aware of young women who appeared to be drinking large amounts of alcohol at weekends.  An application was to be made for funding to provide a residential course to look at aspects of personal safety, self respect, first aid and educate them on the dangers of excessive alcohol consumption. 
69.5 Digital Switchover Roadshow.  The Clerk would ensure that the Roadshow visited Kingsbridge.
08/70
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
70.1 Cllr Lynn had attended a meeting of Fair Week Committee; matters were progressing well.

70.2 Cllr Balkwill had attended meetings of Kingsbridge In Bloom, alongside

other members, and reported that the judges were to visit on Thursday 10th July.  The project had enthused the whole community and special thanks went to the co-ordinator Graham Price.

70.3 Cllr McGing had attended the Friday night Drop-In Café.  It had an

excellent atmosphere and he commended the project to other members.
70.4 Cllr Williams reported on the previous Sunday’s “Kingsbridge Show & Shine 08”.  The event had been first class with 30 cars taking part.  The Police had supported the event throughout however, their cars were deemed to require a good clean!  Cllr Gilbert congratulated Cllr Williams for her excellent work on behalf of young persons.

70.5 Cllr Griffin had attended a training event for Drop-In Café volunteers

which had been most successful.

70.6   Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of the Rest Centre Committee.  Presentations had been made to Cllr Thorning and Jane Stephenson.  Cllr Gilbert congratulated Cllr Thorning on his achievements.
08/71

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 8 July 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,100.94 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/72
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN –

FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 8 July 2008.

08/73

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.
The meeting closed at 2035.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to


KTC Minutes dated


8 July 2008

Public Open Forum

1.   Peter Trembath
Mr Trembath, Fair Week Committee, stated that he was aware of a proposal that any promotional banners displayed across Fore Street had to be fixed by Torbay Display and this would incur a charge of £90.  Fair Week was a charitable organisation which knew how to fix the banners and could carry out the task themselves.  Local businesses had paid for the eye bolts attached to buildings, and ancillary equipment, and he was therefore aggrieved at the proposal.  Each advert in the Fair Week programme cost £30 so the cost represented 3 adverts.   
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the cost was for placing the banners up and taking them down.  It would ensure that all insurance was covered.  The contractor had explained that only certain eye bolts could be utilised as a recent banner by KATS had pulled out one of the bolts which would necessitate repairs.  The town council had taken over the Christmas Lights from 2007, paid the contractor and effectively owned the bolts and wires.  In addition, the eye bolts were required to be load tested every 3 years which cost in the region of £700.  He believed the cost represented good value when all matters were taken into account.  

Cllr Balkwill reported that she was currently negotiating a banner for the Kingsbridge Show and she explained that the cost included all permissions required by higher authorities.  Moreover, Lawrence Townsend commented that he had recently requested a banner for Christian Aid Week, had received a good service and considered the cost to be fair. 

Finally, Cllr Gilbert reported that the Town Clerk would speak to Torbay Display and feedback to Mr Trembath.
2.   John Speed
Mr Speed commented that Cllr Jax Williams had done a tremendous job in organising the “Kingsbridge Show & Shine 08” car event the previous Sunday which had been a real success.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Speed for his statement and agreed that the Show & Shine had been an excellent event.  
