MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 27 JUNE 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Alex Marwood




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




Jane Fitzgerald, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




One parishioner     

06/55

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs John Cowling and David Thorning.

Public Open Forum

Mrs Cynthia Marwood made the statement at Annex A.

06/56

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Mr Marwood read out his declaration of acceptance of office and undertaking to observe the authority’s Code of Conduct and was welcomed as a town councillor by the Chairman.  Cllr Marwood stated that this had been his third bid to join the council and thanked his fellow councillors for co-opting him.  He looked forward to taking a full part in debates. 
06/57

URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Child proposed one item of urgent business to be discussed later in the meeting: ‘Bandstand Sunday Concerts’.
06/58

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Hurrell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/67 ‘Property Committee’; sub-item 06/14 ‘Development of land at Derby Road’.
Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/60 ‘Planning Committee’; sub-item 06/19.2 ‘Planning Application 28-59/1100/O’.  Cllr Child noted that all members of the Planning Committee had declared a personal interest in the same application as Cllr Washington was the applicant.

06/59

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

06/60

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 20 June 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  The one planning decision received was in accordance with the council’s recommendations.  Three items of correspondence detailed the withdrawal of planning applications.  There had been no tree works and/or correspondence to consider.    The Committee had Recommended that of two planning applications received: one be approved.  The remaining application originated from a town councillor, all members had declared a personal interest and it was Recommended to make nil comment.  There had been no other planning matters to consider.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC. 

06/61

CLERK’S REPORT

61.1
Feedback from council meeting of 13 June 2006.  The Clerk reported that the ITV documentary series ‘West Eye View’, due to be screened on 18 July 2006, would include a 5 minute slot on Kingsbridge skatepark.  The TV crew had only spoken to SHDC officer Drew Powell, District Cllr Beer and PC Steve Bond (Youth Crime Prevention) and no requests had been made to speak to the town council due to the aforementioned time constraints.  Members agreed that the documentary should be watched before making any judgement.
61.2
Police cycle marking – 12 July 2006.  The Police were due to hold an event on the Bandstand to security-mark young people’s bicycles.
61.3
Bandstand concerts.  The first two Sundays had gone well, with good crowds and raised collections of approximately £35 on both dates.  There had been a Police presence during the latest event due to the showing of an England football match in town centre public houses. 
61.4
Kingsbridge Matters – council newsletter.  The newsletter was due to be delivered this week; to be followed up in quick succession by September and December editions.
61.5
SHDC Community Involvement Policy.  Kay Dawson (SHDC Community Development Officer) had been very grateful for the council’s feedback on the policy document.  The role of town & parish councils and elected representative community leadership role was to be highlighted and expanded further.
61.6
Councillor Handbook.  Members received updates to the Handbook.  
61.7
Anti-Social Behaviour Forum – 1900 on Tuesday 4 July 2006.  The Clerk reminded members of the same.
06/62

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

62.1
Cllr Heavisides had attended the recent AGM of South Hams Council for Voluntary Service which had been succinct.  

62.2
Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Freeman, had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees which had considered routine business matters.

62.3
Cllr Wingate mentioned that he had not heard from South Hams Homestart despite being elected recently as a council representative.

06/63

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 27 June 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £1,499.85 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  Members queried the variance in costs of recent concerts.  The Clerk explained that one band was made up of local members, played for one hour and were particularly good value while another band had to hire a large PA system, travel by coach from Exeter and played two sets. 

06/64

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN – BANDSTAND SUNDAY CONCERTS
Cllr Child detailed that on Sunday 18th June he and Cllr Freeman, with their wives, and Cllr Johnson had laid out 100 chairs for the concert.  On completion he and Cllr Freeman, with their wives, and Cllr Hurrell had returned all the chairs.  On Sunday 25th June he and his wife had laid out 100 chairs and on completion he stowed them away by himself.  He informed members that the Caretaker was not available to carry out the task despite doing so in previous years.  It was intended to advertise for paid assistance but realised that it may not be successful.  He recognised that members may have commitments on Sundays but appealed for help in setting up, to initially welcome and introduce the bands on stage. 
06/65

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

65.1
Cllr Holwill understood that Totnes was to lose its Police Inspector and was to share with either Ivybridge or Dartmouth.  He asked the Chairman whether he was aware of the situation.  Cllr Child replied that he was not; but would make some enquires.  

65.2
Cllr Johnson requested that a file be held of all outgoing letters detailing council resolutions.  Cllr Child replied that the Clerk would action.

65.3
Cllr Johnson suggested that the letter detailing the Anti-Social Behaviour meeting on 4 July 2006 should have announced the requirement for the council to consult with local community groups in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000.  Cllrs Freeman, Holwill & Wingate felt that such an approach may appear too formal.  Cllr Heavisides suggested that it would be sufficient for the Chairman’s introduction to detail that central government approves of local councils consulting.  Cllr Child thanked members for their input and replied that he would the latter in his opening remarks.

65.4
Cllrs Hurrell, Prowse & Hill enquired what action was being taken regarding the broken gate at the head of the estuary, the broken seat outside Peacocks and the lack of seating in the town square.  The Clerk replied, on behalf of the Chairman, that the matters had been reported to SHDC and acknowledged members’ frustrations however, the responsible officer received concerns throughout the district and ultimately had to decide on priorities.  The Clerk felt that the policy behind public realm issues probably needed revisiting and more partnership working encouraged as evidenced by good practice in Teignmouth and Exmouth.  Finally, Cllr Johnson suggested that SHDC may wish to erect a new bench dedicated to District Cllr Beer.

06/66

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted; it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

The public and press left the Chamber.

CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

Cllr Hurrell left the Chamber for the following Agenda item.
06/67

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Property Committee held on 13 June 2006 which were delivered by Cllrs Wingate & Freeman.  At this point, Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in a sub-item but was requested to remain in the Chamber as it was a report on an ancillary matter which did not affect her.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report with the exception of a proposal for investigation into tree surgery at the Embankment Road Cemetery.  It was further RESOLVED that a survey be commissioned to report on the 7 Holm Oaks bordering the highway in the Embankment Road Cemetery before any further action is considered. 
Coda:  Cllr Child informed members that the Members Code of Conduct is more than the declaration of personal or prejudicial interests.  He recommended that members refreshed their memories of what they had sworn to obey.
The meeting closed at 2019.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council


Minutes 27 June 2006

Public Open Forum – 27 June 2006

Statement by Mrs Cynthia Marwood:
Mrs Marwood stated that a crash barrier had been erected adjacent to Abbots Mews. 

At this point Cllr Wingate declared a prejudicial interest, as he was working on the project, and left the Chamber for the duration of the Public Open Forum.
She had concerns as she believed it to be at a ‘pinch point’ in the highway, the lines of sight were poor and queried whether it was going to happen elsewhere?

Chairman’s response:
Cllr Child responded that he had observed the building of the development with interest but he would have to check the original planning application to see if it was included.  Debate revealed that a requirement for disabled access had necessitated a change in the plans which had been passed by DCC & SHDC.  Cllr Child summarised that it did narrow the road and the council would look closely at all such future developments. 
