MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




Ruth Nickson (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette)




District Cllr Mike Saltern




District Cllr Isobel Steer




Paula Brooks (Strategic Director (Operations), SHDC)




1 Parishioner

At the outset Cllr Child welcomed District Cllrs Saltern & Steer to the meeting.
06/236
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from District Cllr Jeff Beer and Cllrs Dennis Holwill & Ken Prowse. 

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge electors.

06/238
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business: ‘Review of Flower Planters, The Promenade, Embankment Road’; to be taken at agenda item 06/246.


06/239
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Cowling declared a personal interest in agenda item 06/241 Planning Committee; sub-agenda item 06/105.3: ‘Amendments to approved application 28/0745/06/F (omission of approved flat roofs and enlargement of porch) at 32 Linhey Close, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LL’.

Cllr Hurrell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/241 Planning Committee; sub-agenda item 06/106.1 ‘Any further current planning matters – Derby Road development site’.
06/240
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
Cllr Hurrell left the Chamber for Planning Committee sub-agenda item 06/106.1 

06/241
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee of 20 February 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Of 3 decisions received, 2 were in accordance with council’s Recommendations and one which the council had noted had been refused.  An application for tree works was Recommended for approval.  Of 2 decisions received, regarding tree preservation order works, one was in accordance with council’s Recommendation and one which the council had noted had been refused.  Of 6 planning applications received, 5 were Recommended for approval, and one (DCC’s infilling of covered area at Kingsbridge Library) was noted, with a suggestion for further enhancements.  Any further current planning matters were noted.  In particular:

· Cllr Freeman reported that council currently had outline planning permission at the former Rack Park allotment site for 3 houses, 3 garages and 12 car parking spaces on one half of the site.  New sketch plans by Andrew Lethbridge detailed 8 houses and 14 parking spaces on the entire site with vehicular access remaining from Derby Road.  It was Recommended that the new plans may be attractive to would be developers, and that Tor Homes and Kingsbridge Feoffees be contacted to ascertain their interest.

· Salcombe Harbour Board’s consultation document on Whitestrand Pontoon management had been forwarded to Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club (KEBC) for comment.  The response was felt to be well considered and it was Recommended that KEBC’s paper be forwarded under cover of a supportive letter to Salcombe Harbour Authority.
It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

06/242
POLICY COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee of 16 February 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Cowling.  Recommendations were made regarding a revision of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations & Terms of Reference for committees; Commission for Rural Communities inquiry paper ‘Strengthening the Role of Local Councillors’; and amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.  
06/243
CLERK’S REPORT

243.1
Feedback from council meeting of 13 February 2007.  All actions taken.
243.2
Situation report on town centre CCTV project.  Police Beat Command Unit analysts at Paignton were to obtain official Force statistics in order to located preferred camera locations.
243.3
Declaration of members’ interests.  Members were requested to review their Notices of Registerable Interests in accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct.
243.4
Local Council Elections May 2007 – election count.  The election count was to take place on Friday 4 May 2007 as it was impractical to conduct the count overnight Thursday p.m. to Friday a.m.
243.5
DCC Notification of Temporary Road Closures.  The Clerk reported on the following:
· Church Street/Bridge Street, Kingsbridge – 14 to 16 & 19 to 23 March 2007 (resurfacing works).

· 9-11 Mill Street, Kingsbridge – 23 to 26 April 2007 (utility work). 

243.6
Kingsbridge Conservative Branch reply to council’s enquiry - February newsletter & questionnaire.  Mr Ian Bramble’s letter dated 14 February 2007 detailed that a small number of copies were delivered before the matter of the proposed developments was brought to the Branch’s attention.  Subsequently, alterations and reprint of the questionnaire took place.  It was acknowledged that the wrong figure for parish councils’ share of council tax was detailed.

243.7
SHDC’s Public Open Space Strategy – Consultation Workshops – 1930 on 8 & 15 March 2007 at Ivybridge Town Hall.  Following Policy Committee’s careful consideration of the Strategy in December 2006; members had been invited to workshops to discuss the use of public space in the South Hams.

243.8
Slapton Line Advisory Forum – 1830 on Thursday 12 April 2007 at Stokenham Village Hall.  The Clerk alerted members to the same.
243.9
Kingsbridge Music Festival – weekend 29 June to 1 July 2007.  Peter Betteridge had formed a committee to plan a summer music festival.  It was agreed that a supportive letter should be sent. 
243.10 Council & Police Joint Consultation Event – 0930 to 1200 on Saturday 3 March 2007 on the Bandstand.  This would be an excellent opportunity for the public to ask questions outside the confines of the Council Chamber.  In particular, it would allow promotion of the Local Council Elections in May 2007 and the March edition of Kingsbridge Matters ‘Election Special’ was to be distributed.  
06/244
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

244.1
Cllr Johnson had attended a recent meeting of the South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau.  A worker had been sourced with expertise in debt counselling which would add value to the service.
244.2
Cllr Cowling had attended the annual general meeting of Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.  The club had 120 members and members expressed an interest in helping to monitor a CCTV system.

244.3
Cllr Heavisides had attended a South Hams Homestart meeting on 26 February 2007.  It was intended to hold a charity art auction in order to raise funds.  

244.4
Cllr Heavisides had also attended a South Hams Freight Quality Partnership meeting.  Debate had taken place on routes for large vehicles in the area; standards of vehicles and drivers; DCC’s future management of traffic warden business; local detection of nitrogen dioxide; and the encouragement of greater representation at such meetings.

06/245
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 27 February 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £1,282.38 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/246
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD:  REVIEW OF FLOWER 

PLANTERS, THE PROMENADE, EMBANKMENT ROAD

Cllr Heavisides commented that despite council’s objection to the 8 wooden

flower planters in The Promenade, and support for replacement with iron

bollards, the structures were now well planted, very green and pleasant.  He 

suggested it would incur unnecessary expenditure for replacement and that

they should remain in situ.  Moreover, the rationale to keep cars off the

pavement had been achieved.  Members agreed that the planters now looked 

attractive but would require maintenance.  It was RESOVED to:

· Contact DCC immediately to put on hold the proposed replacement works.
· Consult with local residents as soon as possible.
· Clerk to report to council on the consultation at the next meeting.
· Members to make a resolution on the way forward on 13 March 2007.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber

06/247
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions.
06/237
REPORT FROM MEMBERS OF SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT 


COUNCIL’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Cllr Heavisides asked what value SHDC placed on consultation and cited that numerous parish councils, local organisations and individuals had objected to the new car parking charges to take effect from 1 April 2007, and yet the scheme was approved.  The result would be the clogging up of local roads overnight as people tried to avoid payment and common sense had been ignored in order to gain £36,000 income.  
Cllr Steer responded that SHDC placed great store in consultation and undertook lots of it.  Forty seven letters had been received regarding car parking charges; 16 of those had specifically objected to the overnight charge.  To raise £36,000, council tax would have to have been increased by 0.75% and in order to pay for required services either car parking charges or council tax needed to be increased.  An increase in car parking charges ensured that the income was shared by visitors as well as locals.  Members asked several questions and Cllrs Saltern & Steer responded that:
· Car parking charges at SHDC offices, Follaton House had been discounted to date as many staff had to travel long distances to work due to the high cost of homes locally; many private employers had car parking facilities; charging could lead to on-street parking in the vicinity; any change would require a subsequent change in staff terms and condition.  However, charges remained under investigation.
· SHDC paid £130,000, equivalent to 3% council tax, towards concessionary fares as free bus travel was part-funded.

· Following the Gershon Review, SHDC had to save £1m in the last 3 years, the authority faced a deficit year on year and may be required to make more savings.

· £36,000 income reflected a net gain following the relaxation of some charges.

· Free parking for the first 30 minutes was agreed because of strong arguments made by local councils.

· Totnes had overnight charging imposed 3 years ago.
· Studies had been done throughout Devon & Cornwall on local authority car parking policies and charges.

Cllrs Saltern and Steer gave a situation report on the following:

· Compost giveaway event to take place in Kingsbridge on 31 March 2007.

· Recreation Ground toilets would be closed until Easter following much recent vandalism.  A review of the situation would be conducted over the summer months.
· Following consultation with the town council SHDC had refused an application for an extra takeaway facility on the town square.
· The collapsed wall in Western Backway did not belong to SHDC but had been referred to Building Control as it may represent a dangerous structure.
· Ken Carter (SHDC) had conducted a worthwhile walkabout with the Clerk of the Quay area.  

· An electricity supply at the end of the Quay would be investigated.

· New affordable housing development at the old Council depot had settled in well and SHDC were keen to hear council’s plans for Derby Road.
· A new officer was to be employed to deal with 106 agreement business for new developments.

The meeting closed at 2048.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date 

