MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Alex Marwood




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




Brian Lowe, Chairman KSAP




Paul Dorey, Chairman Chamber of Commerce




9 parishioners/members of the public

06/112
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies.

Public Open Forum

Mr Michael Caddick, Mr Harry Warburton and Mr Ian Hodgson made the statements at Annex A.
06/113
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.
06/114
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Wingate declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/116: ‘Planning Committee’, sub-item 06/48.3: ‘Planning application - 28/1671/06/F alteration & extension to improve fire safety & to provide refectory at Masonic Lodge, Duncombe St, Kingsbridge’.
Cllr Hurrell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/127: ‘Property Committee’; sub-item 06/27 ‘Development of land at Derby Road’.

Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/127: ‘Property Committee’; sub-item 06/20 ‘Works adjacent to rear of Quay House’.

06/115
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

06/116
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 19 September 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  He reported that parishioners had made representations regarding 2 planning applications to be considered at the meeting.  All 7 planning decisions were in accordance with the council’s recommendations; in particular an application which the council had objected to had been subsequently Refused.

A pre-planning application consultation had been received from Turner & Co, on behalf of their client O2(UK)Ltd, which proposed a mobile phone radio base at the junction of Cookworthy Road & Lower Union Road, Kingsbridge.  It detailed the positioning of a 15m pole and adjacent equipment cabinet.  A local survey had been conducted which identified a number of other potential locations and members received this further information.  It was Recommended to invite a member of the mobile phone company to attend a council meeting to address questions from members. 
SHDC were due to carry out tree surgery to 7 trees on their own land and a TPO had been confirmed in Church Close.  

Six planning applications were considered individually:

· The committee had received several written objections and members were mindful of the statements made by a parishioner, the applicant and his architect during the Public Open Forum regarding application 28/1707/06/F (& 28/1708/06/CA) for alterations, extensions and change of use to form a hot food takeaway (sea food & fish bar) at 61 Fore Street, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1PG.  It was RESOLVED, on a recorded vote, to Object on environmental grounds of smell, noise and litter nuisances; that there was no adjacent car parking; and it would contravene conservation area regulations detailed within the South Hams Local Plan.

For:
Against:
Abstentions:


Cllr Child
Nil
Cllr Heavisides


Cllr Cowling

Cllr Thorning


Cllr Freeman


Cllr Hill


Cllr Holwill


Cllr Hurrell


Cllr Johnson


Cllr Marwood


Cllr Prowse


Cllr Washington

Cllr Wingate
Parishioners/members of the public left the Chamber.
· A Recommendation for application 28/1723/16/F for demolition of existing dwelling, and erection of 2 semi-detached dwelling houses with garages and on site turning facilities at 40 Embankment Rd, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LA had been deferred until a site inspection by committee members on 21 September 2006.  Subsequently, the site inspection had been carried out.  Further information (3D CAD model images of the development) had just been requested and received that day.  It was RESOLVED for the Committee to re-consider the application, mindful of their site inspection and newly received information, on 3 October 2006.

Cllr Wingate left the Chamber for sub-item 06/48.3.
· It was RESOLVED for the 4 remaining planning applications to be approved.
All business brought up under Any Further Current Planning Matters was noted.  

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report; to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC (as above); and to write to Turner & Co requesting a presentation to council on the proposal to position a mobile phone radio base in Kingsbridge.
06/117
COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN

Cllr Child thanked Brian Lowe, Chairman of the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership (KSAP), for his presentation on 19 September 2006 and members should consider any required action.  Additionally, members were in receipt of a paper from Cllr Johnson which suggested a letter be sent to the Town Consultation Panel requesting comments on the forthcoming South Hams Local Development Framework (LDF) and similar well-being matters which affected the town.  It was RESOLVED to continue dialogue with KSAP and to consult with the Town Consultation Panel on the LDF et al. 
Brian Lowe left the Chamber.  
06/118
PRAYERS

After much debate a consensus of opinion was agreed that prayers could take place in the Clerk’s Office before council meetings for those members who wished to take part.
06/119
COACH TRIPS TO KINGSBRIDGE

Cllr Child commented that a suggestion has been made to attract coach trips to the town at a recent public meeting in the Kings Arms and he asked the Chairman of Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce for comment.  Paul Dorey felt that it was practically achievable with space available to drop off passengers at the top of Fore Street, 4 coach spaces at the Cattle Market car park for parking up and the bus station available for pick ups on completion.  The geography of Fore Street lent itself to meandering downhill popping into shops along the way.  He felt that some businesses were keen, and some not, but doubted whether the town would see the large number of coaches that are attracted to Dartmouth.  An organisation in Torbay provided information to coach drivers and the information was being prepared ready for the next summer season.  In summary, he felt that it may worthwhile trialling for one season.  Members felt there were many positives in the proposal.  It was RESOLVED to support the proposal and for Paul Dorey to take this message back to the Chamber of Commerce.

Paul Dorey left the Chamber.
06/120
BRIDGE STREET TAXI BAY

Cllr Freeman stated that the taxi bays outside Barclays Bank were not used and taxi drivers utilised the nearby bays in the bus station.  Indeed, they appeared to be used as normal car parking bays.  Bridge Street was due to be re-surfaced in mid-October and he proposed that the bays be re-marked for 30 minute car parking.  Debate revealed that the rationale for the bays was for use as an overflow from the bus station.  It was RESOLVED to write to John Halliday (DCC Local Service Officer) requesting that the taxi bays in Bridge Street be re-marked for car parking of 30 minute duration; copy to SHDC as the taxi licensing authority.

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber.  
06/121
CLERK’S REPORT
121.1
Feedback from council meeting of 12 September 2006.  All actions taken.
121.2
SHDC Leisure Centres – Future Management update.  Members were in receipt of a situation report from Head of Landscape & Leisure detailing a start date of 1 December 2006 for the transfer of services to Tone Leisure (South Hams) Ltd.
121.3
DCC Notification of Temporary Road Closures:  Derby Road 9 October 2006 (5 days resurfacing) & Church Street/Bridge Street 16 October 2006 (5 days resurfacing).  The Clerk detailed the same.  Members were conscious that a road closure would affect Churchstow from 16 October 2006 and felt it was poor timing to coincide with the Church/Bridge St works.  The Clerk would make enquires to DCC. 

121.4
SHDC/Teignbridge District Council in-house training events for officers.  The district councils ran a number of in-house training events for their own officers which had been offered to local clerks.  There would be no charge for attendance.
121.5
Renaissance Funding Master Class – 0930-1415 on 4 October 2006.  Devon Rural Network in partnership with Devon Towns Forum & Devon Renaissance was hosting a half day workshop at Buckland-Tout-Saints for organisations developing significant community projects.  There would be no charge for attendance.
121.6
Devon & Cornwall Police Authority Liaison Meeting – 1930 on 2 October 2006.  At Wembury War Memorial Hall. The Clerk would request DCPA to send future calling notices direct to members nominated to attend.  
121.7
South Hams Shopmobility Steering Group – 1400 on 4 October 2006.  At Follaton House, Totnes.  The agenda included formulation of a business plan following successful trial days in Kingsbridge & Dartmouth.
06/122
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

122.1
Cllr Freeman had attended a Development Control & User Group meeting on 18 September 2006 which had been very worthwhile.  He intended to copy notes to members of the Planning Committee.

122.2
Cllr Johnson had attended South Hams CAB’s AGM recently and reported that whilst volunteers ran the one-to-one outreach service the organisation was backed up by highly trained professionals who carried out investigative work.
122.3
Cllr Cowling had attended a meeting of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.  The club consulted with Harbour Authority on pertinent matters and the Boat Watch scheme was working particularly well.

122.4
Cllr Heavisides, alongside Cllrs Freeman & Washington, had attended a meeting of the Dodbrook Feoffees.  The organisation remained buoyant and the meeting had discussed, amongst others, pension funds and the management of houses in Fore Street.

06/123
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 26 September 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £4,357.36 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

06/124
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward by the Chairman.
06/125
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

125.1
Cllr Child took the opportunity to announce that his charity, St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth, was to hold their annual Light Up A Life service at St Andrew’s Church on 30 November 2006.  This was a very well attended, moving event and he encouraged members to take part if they were able to do so.
125.2
Cllr Prowse asked if any action had been forthcoming with regard to county & district council maintenance issues in the town centre.  Cllr Child replied that he intended to discuss the subject at his Town Mayors’ Meeting on 5 October 2006.  Moreover, the Clerk reported that he had detailed the issue to both authorities and replies were awaited.  Cllr Prowse sighted copies of the letters. 

125.3
Cllr Johnson reported that Peacocks, Fore Street, had been vandalised again by people leaving Fusions in the early hours of the morning.  He had met with Police and detailed the issue as this had happened previously.

125.4
Cllr Cowling asked whether members were aware of water leaks in the town which had been reported but nil action had been taken to date.  Cllr Child replied that the Clerk had reported a leak that day, in Derby Road, to South West Water.
06/126
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

A resolution was not required as there were no members of the public and/or press remaining in the Chamber.
CONFIDENTIAL

06/127
PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Property Committee held on 19 September 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Wingate.  Reports and Recommendations had been made on current works; works adjacent to rear of Quay House; CCTV; Embankment Road Cemetery; New Cemetery; St Edmunds Churchyard; Trebblepark Allotments; further current matters; and the development land at Derby Road.  

Cllr Washington was requested to remain in the Chamber for sub-item 06/20 (despite declaring an interest at 06/114) as the subject matter was only a report.
Cllr Hurrell left the Chamber for sub-item 06/2.7

Cllr Heavisides suggested that research into enclosing the rear of the Bandstand should include an access door & Cllr Hill remarked that research in to other Bandstands around the country may signpost a way forward.  Cllr Cowling reported that he had received enquiries as to why the CCTV project was taking so long.  The Clerk explained that the Police firmly considered that only a monitored system was fit for purpose and any other system would not be worthwhile in the current climate.  Insp Morgan had attended a Teignbridge CCTV User Group that day and would report to council at the next meeting.  Members queried whether the repair of the railings at St Edmunds Churchyard was the responsibility of the council.   Cllr Wingate stated that only minor repairs were foreseen and Cllr Freeman commented that under ecclesiastical law, regarding closed churchyards, the railings did indeed belong to the council.  The Clerk would research a definitive answer.

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report and for the various actions to be undertaken.
The meeting closed at 2048.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
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of 26 September 2006

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
1.   Mr Michael Caddick.  Mr Caddick, of Boutique 144 Ltd, stated that he had worked in the town for 20 years and was concerned that a proposal for a Fish & Chip Shop at 61 Fore Street, Kingsbridge (planning applications 28/1707/16/F & 28/1708/06/CA) would affect the future of his business.  His concerns regarded the environmental impact of the development with increased levels of litter, smells, and highways issues.  The litter would encourage vermin, seagulls especially, to rip open discarded wrappings.  Despite an extraction system, he believed the smells from such a business would be uplifted into the atmosphere and be wafted downwind into surrounding properties.  The business would attract illegal parking; disturbances and noise pollution would be created by late night opening; and the pavement would be obstructed.  In summary, the proposal did not comply with the South Hams Local Plan for Kingsbridge which stated that any development within the Conservation Area should not detract from the appearance of the immediate area nor adversely affect the amenity of the surrounding area through consequent noise, smell, litter, congestion on pavements or disturbance from late night opening hours.  He urged members to support his objections to the proposal.
Mr Caddick’s remarks were supported by other parishioners present.

Chairman’s Response.  Cllr Child replied that the council was not the planning authority and made Recommendations only to the district authority.
2.   Mr Harry Warburton.  Mr Warburton stated that he was the applicant for the hot food takeaway which had been the subject of the statement by Mr Caddick.  

Although not a Kingsbridge elector, after consulting with members, the Chairman requested Mr Warburton to make a statement. 

He stated that he had listened carefully to the former statement and had copies of various letters of objection.  He had been in the trade for 50 years, the business had moved on considerably and that current objections related to a bygone image of fish & chip shops.  He requested that his architect counter the objections raised.

Chairman’s Response.  Cllr Child reminded parishioners/members of the public that this was not a planning debate but was content for Mr Warburton’s architect to make a statement.   
3.   Mr Ian Hodgson.  Further to the previous statements; Mr Hodgson had read through all the objections to date and offered the following:

· Smell.  He had discussed the proposal with SHDC Planning & Environmental Health departments.  Some amendments had been made to satisfy current requirements and the plans met with the legislation.
· Litter.  A system of clearing-up would be put in place and a litter problem would not be created which was not already present.
· Noise.  With regard to noise outside normal business hours there was one pub close by and a late-night shopper 2 doors up.  SHDC would impose the opening hours, probably closing at 2300, and arguments regarding rowdy behaviour were wrong.

· Precedent.  Mention had been made that the business would create a precedent for further A3 class businesses in the locale however, A3 users were already in Fore Street: a Chinese takeaway and a shopper which provided takeaway food.  Therefore the precedent had already been set.

· Car Parking.  Cars could use the parking bays provided in Fore Street or the street’s car park itself.  Car parking was a matter for the authorities and not his client similar to any other businesses.

· Conservation Area.  The outside of the building would not be altered; there would merely be a different business operating in the premises itself.
· Summary.  He believed that counter arguments had been made to all concerns raised and he requested members to support the proposal and recommend approval to SHDC. 
Chairman’s Response.  Cllr Child thanked parishioners and members of the public for their input.  Their comments would be taken into account when the subject matter was debated at agenda item 06/116.
