MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2008
Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan


Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




Claire Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Twenty Five Parishoners

07/237
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

Public Open Forum

Cllr Gilbert made a statement prior to the Public Open Forum and several members of public made statements which are now précised at Annex A.  
07/238
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed 2 items of urgent business:  “David Rowland’s Fun Fair – Way Forward” which he would take immediately; and “Unitary Status for Devon” which he would take later in the meeting.

07/246.1
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:

DAVID ROWLANDS FUN FAIR – WAY FORWARD
On completion of a full discussion, it was RESOLVED to recommend to SHDC that David Rowland’s Fun Fair arrived in its entirety Friday evening 18 July 2008 and departed Sunday morning 27 July 2008 during Fair Week.
Majority of members of public left the Chamber  

07/239
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
07/240
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 12 February 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

07/241
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 19 February 2008.  
07/242
TESCO SUPERMARKET – ASPIRATIONS
Members were in receipt of a draft letter to Tesco Stores Limited, presented by Cllrs Romanos, Rees and Howarth, which invited Tesco to meet with KTC to discuss several matters under the headings of Access, Environment and Products.  It was agreed to send the letter subject to some minor amendments.
07/243
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk had nothing to report outside normal procedural business.
07/244
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

244.1   Cllrs Freeman & Williams had attended a meeting of Age Concern 

Committee; a special meeting was to be held shortly.

244.2   Cllr Lynn had attended a meeting of Fair Week Committee; matters

were progressing towards this year’s event.

244.3   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of Lower Union Road Landowners;

alongside 3 other members.  Alan Welch had agreed to be the lead for the

group.

244.4   Cllr Howarth had also attended a meeting of DAPC’s Larger Councils

Sub Committee which had discussed the Local Government & Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007, Quality Councils and the Commission on Local
Councillors.
244.5   Cllr Griffin had attended a recent meeting of Home-Start South Hams 

and subsequently had completed a review of its data protection policy.

244.6   Cllr Yates had attended a meeting of Estuary Boat Club; the Boatwatch

scheme was doing particularly well and had received favourable comments

from the local Police.
244.7   Cllr Washington had attended the Twinning Society’s annual general 
meeting; the organisation had several new members and was in excellent 

condition. 
07/245
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 26 February 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £3,395.27 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/246.2
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:



UNITARY STATUS FOR DEVON

Members received a draft KTC policy statement, presented by Cllr Howarth, on the current local government review which was to consider unitary councils within Devon.  It was agreed that the statement should be considered by the Policy Committee.
07/247
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

247.1   Cllr Balkwill asked whether it was true that VAT for Christmas Lights expenditure could not be reclaimed.  The Chairman replied that Customs and Excise had confirmed that it was so and the Clerk reported that the matter was due to be discussed at the following week’s Finance Committee.

District Cllr O’Callaghan left the Chamber
247.2   Cllr Romanos enquired whether it would be diligent to maximise the use of Cookworthy car park during Fair Week given the debate earlier that evening.  The Chairman agreed.

247.3   Cllr Griffin asked if the Chairman was pleased with the Awards For All funding of the mobile skate park events.  The Chairman replied that he was delighted.

247.4   Cllr Yates asked if SHDC had responded to KTC’s letter regarding the legality of parking meters; and if DCC had responded to a request for a survey of street lighting adjacent to the Memorial Shelter to ascertain if spot lights could be positioned there.  The Clerk replied, on behalf of the Chairman, that he had hastened the former but nil reply had been received to date; and he understood the latter was ongoing.  The Chairman reported that the Police were taking a keen interest in behaviour at the Memorial Shelter and were managing the situation as best possible.  Cllr Rees highlighted the concerns of local residents and the Chairman acknowledged the same.  
The meeting closed at 2040.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes

26 February 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Members of the Chamber of Commerce, Estuary Rotary Club and Fair Week Committee had been alerted to the agenda item of urgent business:  “David Rowland’s Fun Fair – Way Forward” and been invited to make  statements regarding the fun fair’s participation during Fair Week 2008 and its use of Quay car park.

2.   Cllr Gilbert thanked members of public for turning out in such numbers.  He was content to extend the normal time limit of the Forum in order to allow as many people as possible to have their say.  He reported that any use of the Cattle Market car park was not permitted for legal reasons.  Moreover, Cookworthy car park would not be closed while Tesco was being built, although inevitably some parts may periodically have to be.  Finally, he realised that KTC’s recommendation that evening would not please all and appealed for people to be magnanimous if the outcome did not accord with their wishes.  

3.   The following persons made statements:   
Peter Trembath (Chairman of Fair Week Committee)

Keith Wingate (WM Construction)
Peter Betteridge (Chairman of Kingsbridge Information Centre & Fore Street trader)

Julia Wingate (Fore Street trader)

Hannah Goff (Fore Street trader – she also read a statement from Paul Dorey, Chairman of Chamber of Commerce, who was unable to attend that evening)

Rose Stainton (Kingsbridge Information Centre)

Roger Trembath (President of Estuary Rotary Club)

Neil Gurning (Kingsbridge Information Centre)

David Rowland (Rowland’s Fun Fair)

Carol Horton (Fair Week Committee)

Jinx Martin (Kingsbridge Information Centre)

Irene Jeeninga (Fore Street trader)

4.   Salient comments from the above statements follow:

· The presence of the Fun Fair was an essential part of Fair Week for both locals and visitors alike.

· If the commencement of Fair Week moved then the whole event may come under pressure and have the potential to lead to the loss of the town’s premier community event.
· A few vocal Fore Street traders had been heard over a silent majority.

· The Extravaganza had been scrapped leaving Fair Week as the sole whole community event in the calendar.

· It took an all-year round effort to organise Fair Week activities.

· A temporary car park in West Alvington and hopper buses ought to be investigated in order to transport people to the town centre.

· First Sunday morning of Fair Week hosted Rotaproj for 500-600 handicapped persons who enjoyed Fun Fair rides; loss of the main attraction may jeopardise the event.
· Chamber of Commerce requested the Fun Fair did not come this year: David Rowland made monies and Fair Week Committee received a small contribution while traders lost money; Fun Fair was not deemed essential to Fair Week; may be possible to hold Rotaproj elsewhere in the district. 
· Chamber of Commerce found the drop in income occasioned by Fun Fair’s closure of Quay car park unacceptable.
· Members of public did not feel the Chamber’s comments were a fair representation of all traders and that its Chairman did not have a mandate to authorise such views as the matter had not been discussed amongst all members.

· Traders present accepted there was a drop in takings but reported people tended to shop the week previously and came back the following week. 

· David Rowland confirmed that arriving on Friday evening would allow total set-up and for Rotaproj to go ahead; arrival on Saturday evening would not enable Rotaproj to take place.
5.   Cllr Gilbert thanked everyone for their constructive comments.

