
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)



Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan





Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Steve Peacock, Herald Express

Four Members of Public

Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/157

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr Philip Yates.  

Public Open Forum

Mrs Maggie Breton and Mr John Speed made the statements at Annex A.
08/158
URGENT BUSINESS

There was one item of urgent business to be taken at agenda item 08/165:  “Hanging Basket Posts - Fore Street”; the item to be taken early out-of-turn.

08/165
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN – HANGING BASKET POSTS - FORE STREET
Cllr Balkwill reported that Kingsbridge In Bloom had approached DCC regarding the installation of posts in Fore Street to hold hanging basket flower displays.   The posts to be located on the pedestrian courtesy crossing points (to be introduced by March 2009) and positioned in ground sockets so that they could be stored outside the summer season.  It was RESOLVED to support Kingsbridge In Bloom’s proposal for hanging basket posts to be positioned in Fore Street.
08/159

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
08/160

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
08/161

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 18 November 2008.

08/162
CLERK’S REPORT

162.1
Christmas Free Car Parking Dates.  The Chamber of Commerce had been consulted and the 2 days’ free parking had been agreed as Saturdays 6th & 20th December.  In addition, an extra free hour was provided on another day (to provide equity with a historical arrangement in Totnes).  SHDC had however, agreed to increase to 2 hours to provide free parking for churchgoers at St Edmunds’ Carol Service on Christmas Eve i.e. free parking from 4.00 p.m. (service at 4.30 p.m.).

162.2
Light Up A Life Service.  St Luke’s Hospice was the Town Mayor’s appointed charity for 2008/09.  It’s annual Light Up A Life service was at 2.00 p.m. on Thursday 4th December in St Edmunds Church.  
Cllr Gilbert reported that on completion a charity event would take place at his home.  
162.3
Disabled Parking Bay.  DCC had received an application for an advisory ‘disabled’ parking bay from the occupant of 3 Welle House Gardens.  The Police had confirmed that there was a parking problem in the area and the occupant’s GP had confirmed that he had a serious mobility problem.  Members had no objections with the proposal.
162.4
Kingsbridge Methodist Church – Grant Application to CCD.  The  Church had applied to the Community Council of Devon for £15,000 towards the installation of a lift and refurbishment of the kitchen at a projected cost of £75,000 (the church to fund the balance of £60,000).  Written support had already been provided by District Cllr Howarth and Cllr Thorning.  Members considered the project to be very worthwhile and agreed that KTC should also provide written support to CCD.
162.5
SHDC Forward Plan.  The plan for the 4 month period to commence on 4th December had been copied to members’ pigeon holes.
162.6
South Hams – Magazine.  The Winter 2008 edition of SHDC’s magazine had been published recently.  Town & Parish Clerks had been alerted to the following articles:  residents’ parking pilot scheme, recycling statistics, delivery of services so far in 2008/09, Local Government re-organisation and the annual report for 2007/08.

162.7
Website.  KTC’s website had been out-of-action since late Saturday 22nd November due to a hard drive problem at Vision Websites.  It was anticipated that normal service would be resumed shortly.
162.8
Silver Lining Annual General Meeting.  An invitation had been received to Silver Lining’s AGM at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 2nd December at Kingsbridge Evangelical Church.

08/163
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
163.1
Cllr Binns had attended a Concerts on the Quay meeting on 13th November.  Dates for 4 themed events had been planned:  Local Vocal (choirs et al), Theatre, Folk/Jazz and World Music; and the programme was progressing well.
163.2
Cllr Binns had attended South Devon & Dartmoor Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership Forum (CDRP) in Ivybridge on 19th November.  While the agenda was wide-ranging, attendance was down from previous events.  Crime figures for the South Hams had reduced by 28% which was the best statistic across Devon particularly as the South Hams was already a low crime area.  Priorities for the CDRP to address in 2009 were:  alcohol misuse, anti-social behaviour, fear of crime and speeding traffic.  Presentations were received on matters including domestic violence, Safety Camera Partnership (car speeding) and Learn to Live (young drivers’ safety).  In particular, “Safe Places” currently operating in Totnes, was a scheme where a number of shops are highlighted as a refuge for people who may require a safe haven due to anxiety etc.  It was considered that there may be mileage in introducing a similar operation to Kingsbridge.  
163.3
Cllr Binns had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group on 20th November.  Topics included the new Grassroots website, funding bids to the South Devon Local Area Action Group, sustainability events and the transition town initiative.  In particular, the South Hams Strategic Partnership’s forthcoming workshop on Local Area Agreements was discussed to which KTC will have an input.  
163.4
Cllr Griffin had attended a Concerts on the Quay meeting.  Two new members had joined the committee.

163.5
Cllr Washington, alongside Cllrs Balkwill and Thorning, had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees.  Plans for housing on former KTC land off Derby Road were progressing well.

163.6
Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Binns and the Clerk, had attended the Kingsbridge branch meeting of the Senior Council for Devon on 18th November.  Maggie Hogarth (DPCT Cluster Manager) had given a presentation on “Ageing Well in Devon” a joint initiative between DPCT and DCC.  It was hoped that the paper’s aims and ambitions could be realised.

163.7
Cllr Williams had met with John Speed and PCSO Hawkes to explore next year’s Show & Shine event to take place on 5 July 2009.  Funding had also been discussed with Sgt Corkhill.

163.8
Cllr Gilbert commented that he had been informed by DPCT that the 2 extra beds promised at Kingsbridge Hospital would be available by the end of January 2009. 
08/164
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 25 November 2008.  It 

was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £522.85 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/166
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Griffin stated that Job Centre surgeries were to taking place twice weekly in the new Children’s Centre however, he considered this to be a poor venue.  He asked if the Job Centre at Totnes should be requested to re-open its shop in Kingsbridge or hold the outreach service at a more central location e.g. Quay House.  The Chairman gleaned support for the proposal from members and it was agreed for the Clerk to contact Job Centre Plus. 
The meeting closed at 1940.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to KTC Minutes


dated 25 November 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Mrs Maggie Breton

Mrs Breton stated she was the joint owner of Nonsuch in Fore Street and taught IT and Business Studies in Paignton.  She was very aware of the current downturn in the economic climate and was attempting to encourage local people to shop locally thereby retaining the money flow within the local economy.  She highlighted the New Economics Forum’s website www.pluggingtheleaks.org which addressed such matters.  She aimed to produce a poster “Shop Locally” with graphics to signpost that fruit bought from the local greengrocer, enabled the greengrocer to visit the hairdresser, the hairdresser to visit etc. etc.  A positive message to be added that every pound spent locally kept several local businesses afloat and maintained the vibrancy of the Kingsbridge community.        
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert asked for comments from members.  The proposal received much support and several suggestions:

· that supermarket deliveries and on-line shopping may be affecting trade at local shops

· for the poster to contain tradesmen rather than purely retail shops e.g. a plumber

· for all photos/graphics to be Kingsbridge orientated

· for the slogan to be along the lines of: “make every pound, a Kingsbridge pound”.
Cllr Howarth proposed that the Chamber of Commerce should be involved and a bid should be made to the South Devon Local Area Action Group for financial assistance.  Cllr Gilbert summarised that there was a synergy with a pre-meeting presentation to members from David Shephard (Policy Chairman of the Federation of Small Businesses in Devon).  He thanked Mrs Breton for her efforts and she should contact the Town Clerk if she sought financial assistance towards her project.  
2.   Mr John Speed

Mr Speed stated that the Youth Market continued to be very successful and 4 stallholders, soon to be 5, supplied local shops in Fore Street with their products.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Speed for his statement which highlighted the skills of the town’s young people.
