MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 25 JULY 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Alex Marwood




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




District Cllr Jeff Beer




Police Inspector Paul Morgan




Ian Gibson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Harbour Master




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Thirty Two parishioners  
At the outset Cllr Child welcomed the large number of parishioners to the meeting and commented that it was a shame that high attendance was limited to protest issues.   

06/84

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Dennis Holwill.

Public Open Forum

Mrs Denise O’Callaghan & Mr Graham Cummins made the statements at Annex A.
District Cllr Beer introduced the new Harbour Master, Ian Gibson, who had been in post just 2 days and stated that his business did not just involve Salcombe.  Ian Gibson stated that he was delighted to have been appointed Harbour Master.
Mr Gibson left the Chamber.
06/85

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

06/86

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

06/87

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
06/88

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 18 July 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  All 9 planning decisions received were in accordance with the council’s recommendations.  One item of planning correspondence was noted.  An application for work to a tree with a Tree Preservation Order was supported.  The Committee had Recommended that 4 of 5 planning applications received be approved.  An application (28/1343/06/F) for off-street parking on land adjacent to 93 Church Street, Kingsbridge, was not supported.  It was Recommended that the committee be awarded delegated powers to meet during the summer recess and make resolutions on planning applications received 19 July to 23 August 2006.  Any further current planning matters were noted.

In particular, the Committee considered the appeal by Three Ltd to SHDC’s refusal of planning permission for application 28/2196/05/F:  installation of a 3.99m high flagpole incorporating 3 no. trisector antennas & 2 no. equipment cabinets on the rooftop of the Telephone Exchange, Fore Street, Kingsbridge.  It was agreed that no further representation should be made.  Members had         

heard Mrs O’Callaghan’s statement at the Public Open Forum and Cllr Child requested input from District Cllr Beer.  Cllr Beer reported that nothing had changed regarding SHDC’s position to the mast proposal.  He believed the company had acted in an arrogant manner; had failed to consult properly;  Stephen Munday (SHDC Planning & Building Control) on the day of the development committee had produced a map which showed that the company’s information was inaccurate; and the visual impact was important.  He was not against mobile phones per se but the company should have asked where the mast could have been sited.  He had recently bought a Three phone for his son, and himself, and reception in the town was fine indeed, better than his normal phone.  The people of Kingsbridge did not want the mast and he stated that they should work hard to maintain their stance.  Cllr Child invited parishioners to make comments:  there were concerns regarding health issues; that the mast would be in a conservation area; and the inspectorate based in Bristol would not be aware of the force of local concern.  Members responded that local opposition had indeed seemed to have increased; that the planning inspectorate was likely to be very experienced in such matters and be made aware of all the relevant information; and that local people should be encouraged to write individual letters to support their opposition.

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report; to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC; and to write to SHDC & Planning Inspectorate, Bristol repeating the council’s opposition to Three Ltd’s proposal for the installation of a radio mast in the town centre.
Cllr Child requested Police Inspector Morgan to make a report is he so wished.  Insp Morgan stated that he recognised the gap in council meetings until early September and was grateful to report on Fair Week and recent issues in the town.  From a Police perspective Fair Week had been successful and Friday night had been busy.  Police had attended Quay House grounds/town square area on 3 occasions that day.  He felt that the vast majority of young people were law abiding however, 3 or 4 individuals were being targeted and he was hopeful that they would be placed before the criminal justice system in due course.  Cllr Heavisides wryly enquired whether inflatable police cars could be used as decoys in the fight against crime; Insp Morgan replied that they would not able to chase after a suspect as he had that day and assured all present that the Kingsbridge Police force was up to full strength.
District Cllr Beer & Police Insp Morgan left the Chamber. 
06/89

CLERK’S REPORT

89.1
Feedback from council meeting of 27 June 2006.  All actions complete save enquires regarding overgrown vegetation.

89.2
Saffron Park residents’ traffic concerns.  Members had heard Mr Cummins’ statement at the Public Open Forum.  Debate amongst members, and input from parishioners, revealed that on-street car parking issues were not exclusive to Saffron Park and also affected other areas including Rack Park Road, Highfield Drive, Vincents Road, Kenwith Drive and Beckets Road.  Problems were caused by numerous cars parking up thereby effectively narrowing the roads and making them difficult to navigate.  It was RESOLVED to detail the issues to John Halliday (DCC Ivybridge Local Services), copies to SHDC and local Police, and inviting him to tour the town during a weekday morning to witness the problems.     
89.3
SHDC recycling bins.  Members received notice from SHDC Waste Management Services (WM/OW dated 12 July 2006) detailing the placement of recycling bins at the Recreation Ground by the Promenade entrance, in Fore Street car park, and on the Promenade next to the first litter bin on the quayside.
89.4
Planning course.  The Clerk detailed a DAPC training course ‘Introduction to Planning’ on Thursday 14 September 2006 at Cardinal Newman Centre, Exeter.
89.5
MCTi.  Following the MCTi presentation by Mark Goodman (MCTA) on 18 July 2006 it was intended to place the topic as an agenda item for the next Policy Committee.
06/90

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

90.1
Cllr Washington had attended a recent meeting of the Kingsbridge Feoffees.  Much good work was ongoing and the town clock had been fixed.

90.2
Cllr Heavisides had attended the South Hams Freight Quality Partnership on 17 July 2006 and members received notes from the meeting.  In particular, a review of the town’s road signage was to take place and DCC had produced detailed maps of the major towns identifying industrial areas and advisory routes.  
06/91

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 25 July 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £942.47 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/92

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.

06/93

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

93.1
Cllr Heavisides commented that the Fair Week receptions had been successful; and Cllr Wingate felt it had been the best Fair Week he had attended.  The Chairman responded that he had taken part in 2 to 3 functions per day throughout the week.  Individual letters of thanks would be sent to key Fair Week personnel from the town mayor; and letters sent to the President of Fair Week and the Gazette commending the zeal, energy and enthusiasm of all those who had organised the event.
93.2
Cllr Hill queried the format of the town inspection on 1 August 2006.  The Chairman replied that he was to consult with the Clerk and a programme would be promulgated shortly.

93.3
Cllr Washington queried the standard of flower beds in the town.  She felt that it had been a poor display to date with few bedding plants and little colour.  The Chairman replied that the Clerk would take up the issue with SHDC.

93.4
Cllr Marwood commented on graffiti at St Edmunds churchyard; that he had spoken to SHDC street cleaners who were unable to carry out their tasks because of obstacle; that the Kingsbridge Garden Walkabout which saw 22 gardens open to the public had been successful; and a recent Gazette article had detailed SHDC would be policing recycling in the town.  The Chairman responded that the churchyard was being monitored by Cllrs Freeman & Wingate alongside the Clerk; a thank you letter would be sent to the organisers of the open garden weekend and Cllr Heavisides, on behalf of the Chairman, stated that the policing of recycling was a fallout of the recent Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act.
The meeting closed at 2012.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council


Minutes 25 July 2006

Public Open Forum – 25 July 2006

1.   Statement by Mrs Denise O’Callaghan:
Mrs O’Callaghan represented Kingsbridge Against Masts (KAM) and stated that the mobile phone company 3G had made an appeal against the district authority’s decision to refuse planning permission for the build of a flagpole with antennas on the rooftop of the Telephone Exchange in Fore Street, Kingsbridge.  The appeal had been launched on 28 June 2006 and representations had to be made to the Planning Inspectorate at Bristol within 6 weeks from the start date.  She listed a number of reasons for the rejection of the proposal:

· the company had refused to take part in a public meeting to discuss the proposal
· all local schools had objected

· a petition had been raised to object with over 600 signatories

· alternative sites had not been explored/explained

· it was within a conservation area

· it would spoil the skyline

· the beams of greatest intensity would fall on Treetops pre-school

· beams would also fall on Northville & Saffron Park; areas of the town containing young families

· SHDC had been misled by the company as their maps were incorrect which detailed the above mentioned beams

· KAM was supported by Anthony Steen MP & the South Hams Society

She urged the council to oppose the mast and was supported by a large number of parishioners present at the meeting.
Chairman’s response:
Cllr Child replied that the subject was due to be discussed under agenda item 06/88:  ‘Planning Committee’.
2.   Statement by Mr Graham Cummins:

Mr Cummins stated that he had sent a petition to John Halliday (DCC Ivybridge Local Services) regarding traffic issues in Saffron Park, Kingsbridge.  The road was particularly narrow, of two passing vehicles width, at just over 5.5m.  A continuous line of cars parked on the west side of the road which left only a single lane to drive along.  Further down the road motorists parked on the east side of the road.  Motorists drove over the kerb and along the pavement in order to pass each other.  He proposed this could be prevented by positioning 3 bollards at 19 and 16 metres apart on the higher sections in front of the gardens.  A no waiting restriction should be extended from Abbeyfield home to 59 Saffron Park on the east side of the road to prevent dangerous parking.  Finally, white lines should be painted across residents’ driveways to prevent inconsiderate parking.  If such measures were not implemented he felt that those in authority should be held responsible for any resulting injury or fatality.

Chairman’s response:
Cllr Child replied that the subject matter was due to be discussed later in the meeting.
