MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 24 OCTOBER 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Alex Marwood




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Jeff Beer




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

06/142
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Lesley Hurrell & Police Inspector Paul Morgan who would be visiting Quay House at 1100 on Friday 27 October 2006 to address any enquires from members.
Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from parishioners.
Cllr Child asked Cllr Beer if he wished to make a report.  District Cllr Beer welcomed the opportunity as he was unable to attend the next council meeting.  The planning application for a Fish & Chip Shop in Fore Street had been refused by SHDC following a passionate debate however, an appeal may be lodged.  The proposal for an ice rink had been approved following some cross wires; originally SHDC was under the impression that the rink was to be positioned in Quay car park and had concerns regarding insurance matters.  However, the result was a happy ending and a discount for hire of the town square had been given.  The Harbour Board would be coming to Kingsbridge soon and town councillors would be welcome to come along.  The PC1 Housing Team was now in place and would be reviewing affordable housing; this was a new team that was content to look at all avenues and Cllr Heavisides suggestion for park homes was to be considered.  SHDC was to establish a Social Inclusion Policy for Gypsies & Travellers and was looking for a location to house an interim site.  
Cllr Beer left the Chamber.

06/143
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Child proposed one item of urgent business to be discussed later in the meeting:  ‘Proposed letter to the Chief Constable, D& C Constabulary’.  
06/144
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Wingate declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/150 ‘Finance – Payment of Accounts’.
06/145
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 October 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
06/146
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Cllr Freeman informed members that, subsequent to issue of the council meeting agenda, the Planning Committee of 17 October 2006 had been cancelled.  The Committee had met at 1845 that evening and therefore he would give a verbal report only.   
Two planning decisions received had both been in accordance with the council’s recommendations.  Two items of correspondence had been received:  an appeal had been lodged following SHDC’s refusal of a development at Springfield Drive (28/0071/06/F) and an application had been withdrawn.  The former application had been supported by the town council subject to a qualification regarding the finished rendering however, SHDC had refused on highway grounds.  There was no tree works/correspondence to consider.  Two planning applications received were Recommended for approval; one had a qualification attached regarding vehicular access.  Members noted 2 matters brought up under Any Further Current Planning Matters.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in Cllr Freeman’s verbal report and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

06/147
PARISH CLUSTER MEETINGS

Members were in receipt of an invitation to a  Parish Cluster Meeting on 21 November 2006 (SHDC’s CS/RM of 11 October 2006); which requested attendees and identification of issues to be discussed during an open discussion.  It was RESOLVED for Cllrs Child & Johnson to attend on behalf of the council and for the following matters to be discussed:

· A unified approach to Policing
· Review of car parking charges for 2007/08: new fees after 1800 and reduction of the 30 minute fee

· Response times for replies to letters from the town council. 
06/148
CLERK’S REPORT
148.1   Feedback from council meeting of 10 October 2006.  The Clerk had already updated members on some matters via e.mail on 16 October but gave a full précis on current matters:
· Following SHDC’s refusal of a proposed mobile phone mast at Telephone Exchange, Fore Street, and an appeal by the applicant Three Ltd; a site visit was due to be conducted by the Planning Inspectorate on 31 October 2006.
· Following O2(UK)Ltd’s proposal for mobile phone equipment at the junction of Cookworthy/Lower Union Rd; representatives had agreed to  attend the next council meeting on 14 November 2006. 

· An ice rink for the town square on 15/16 December 2006 had been given the ahead by SHDC, as detailed in District Cllr Beer’s report.
· SHDC was closely monitoring environmental & planning concerns at 2 properties in Duncombe St.
· The Young Leisure Nights at Quayside Leisure Centre had seen attendances of thirty plus on 13 & 20 October; many were faces which had not been previously seen.  Devon Youth Services had identified that greater publicity was now required.  NBM PC Paul Chesworth had reported that a large number of young people congregated on the Quay on the latter date where a number of confiscations of alcohol had taken place.  Cllr Johnson suggested that members should see for themselves what took place; Cllr Child had attended the inaugural session and supported the proposal.  Members commended the initiative as a worthwhile facility being provided for young people and hoped that in time the project would lead to a decrease in anti-social behaviour in and around the Quay area.  However, there were some concerns that there may be people who would not be motivated to attend such events and continue to cause vandalism. 
· Graffiti on the town square bus shelters had not been removed by SHDC despite making contact on 3 occasions.  The council’s caretaker had therefore been tasked to paint the shelter walls.  The Clerk was conscious that effectively this had led to double taxation, albeit that the sum concerned was small, and members considered that SHDC should be invoiced for the work.
· The Clerk was content that the Reception team was aware of a recent change in postal charges and procedures.
· Nil response had been received to date from SHDC to council letters regarding public realm issues.  The Clerk had sent copies of the letters to the Chief Executive of SHDC.  
148.2   DAPC’s Local Government White Paper Technical Workshop for Clerks – 1000-1600 on 21 November 2006 at Exminster.  The Clerk was to attend this free event to examine the implications of the forthcoming White Paper. 
148.3   Annual Audit FY 2005/06.  The audit had been signed off by the external auditor with nil issues arising.
148.4   Premises Licence for the Bandstand.  SHDC’s Licensing Dept had been very helpful in producing a draft premises license for the Bandstand which was nearing completion.  
148.5   Remembrance Sunday - 12 November 2006.  Members were requested to muster in the town square at 1030 for the annual parade to the War Memorial.

148.6   Thank you letter from Devon Youth Service of 12 October 2006.  A kind thank you letter had been received following the council’s recent Grant Aid award of £1,000.00.

148.7   Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership (KSAP) presentation on the ‘Centre for Inspiration’ project.  Following Brian Lowe’s recent presentation to council on KSAP projects a request had been received for Alan Stapleton, alongside Nigel Mortimer (SHDC), to present the new Centre for Inspiration project.  Members considered this to be worthwhile and the Clerk would arrange.  
148.8   Saffron Park Traffic & Car Parking Survey.  Following residents’ concerns regarding traffic issues in the Saffron Park area; John Halliday (DCC Local Service Officer) had requested the council to conduct its own survey.  The Clerk had been on site during ‘off-to-work’ and ‘school-run’ times the previous week and reported that he had not witnessed any real issues.  The only area which he considered may present a problem was around the junction of Saffron Park and Beckets Road where parked cars effectively narrowed the road to one lane of traffic.  Cllrs Freeman & Wingate confirmed that the area was no worse than others in the town and the Fire Service were able to navigate the roads.  The survey would be forwarded to DCC.
148.9   Councillor Marwood’s resignation.  The Clerk read out verbatim a letter from Cllr Marwood dated 23 October 2006 detailing his resignation due to his relocation to the North; the resignation would take effect on completion of the council meeting of 14 November 2006.  Cllr Holwill proposed a vote of thanks for his work on the council and Cllr Child added that although Cllr Marwood had only been a town councillor for a short time he, and his wife, had taken a keen interest in council affairs for a number of years.  
06/149
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

149.1
Cllr Child, alongside the Clerk, had met with Kingsbridge Community College’s school council as part of Local Democracy Week.  They had held discussions with students, sat-in on a lesson and had lunch in the school canteen.  It had been agreed to make the school council aware of town council matters which required input from students; subject matter could be placed on the College’s internal intranet website for comments which could then be fed back to the Clerk.  Students had also been given the opportunity to use the Council Chamber for occasional meetings of the school council.  It had proved a very worthwhile exercise.

149.2
Cllr Cowling had attended a recent meeting of Agenda 21 where, amongst others, the recent Food Fair had been discussed.
149.3
Cllr Cowling had also attended a meeting of the Twinning Association and thanks had been given to the council for hosting the reception of the visitors from Germany.  The council had been presented with a high quality plaque which, it was agreed, would be hung in the council chamber.
149.4
Cllr Washington had attended the Twinning Association Dinner on 10 October 2006 which had been very well organised and the Kingsmen Quartet had played.

149.5
Cllr Johnson had attended a public meeting concerning Global Warming which had seen attendance by Anthony Steen MP and Friends of the Earth.  It had been very informative.

149.6
Cllr Marwood had visited the new betting shop in Prince of Wales Road and had been pleased to find it clean, bright and cheerful with no signs of disorder. 

Cllr Wingate left the Chamber for the following agenda item. 
06/150
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 24 October 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £6,061.29 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/151
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

151.1
Cllr Child asked County Cllr Brazil if he wished to make a statement.  Cllr Brazil reported that at the last county council meeting the loss of traffic wardens was announced.  The issuing of parking tickets would be transferred to DCC who in turn may pass onto district or local councils.  DCC were also reviewing other areas of their remit including footpaths which he knew would please Cllr Prowse.  
Cllr Johnson enquired if his report, at the last meeting, of £34m expenditure following a DCC job evaluation was to be put in writing.  Cllr Brazil replied that the job evaluation process had been a mandatory requirement and the council may have been taken to court had it not gone along with project.  Moreover, the 3 year protection for those salaries to be reduced compared favourably with some other authorities who had given 5 year and sometimes whole lifetime protection.  

Cllrs Heavisides & Prowse made enquires regarding parking fines.  Cllr Brazil, in reply, stated that monies received would go to whichever authority collected them.  It was not supposed to be a money-spinning exercise and would be self-financing.  DCC may wish to retain the authority to collect or other authorities could multi-task their staff e.g. waste collection personnel could issue tickets.     
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber.
151.2
Members received a draft letter to the Chief Constable, D&C Constabulary, voicing concerns at Inspector Morgan’s report at the last council meeting of a change in Police Inspectors at Kingsbridge and alterations to district sector management.  The letter was firmly supported by members.

Cllr Child added that, alongside the Clerk, he was to meet with the new inspector, Insp Roger Williams, on 30 October 2006.
06/152
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

152.1
Cllr Holwill asked if a representative of the Post Office Delivery Service could attend a future council meeting.  Cllr Child felt this would be an excellent idea and the Clerk would arrange.
152.2  Cllr Hill was dismayed to hear of SHDC’s lack of response to recent letters from the council and asked whether it would be worthwhile copying letters to the Chief Executive after an appropriate timeframe.  Moreover, he enquired whether, following John Halliday’s (DCC Local Service Officer) recent visit to the town, any improvements would be made to the Fore Street traffic management system.  Cllr Hill was supported by other members.  

Cllr Child replied that he shared members’ concerns and a meeting was being arranged with SHDC’s Leader of the Council & Chief Executive, alongside other South Hams town councils, where such issues could be raised.

The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that John Halliday had made it clear that DCC considered the new road markings’ system in Fore Street to be very workable.  Mr Halliday believed that any current problems rested with motorists not paying heed to the new system, that illegal parking was an individual matter that DCC could not be held responsible for, and it was for the Police to enforce.  
Finally, Cllr Marwood noted that loading bays were not long enough and the largest lorries overhung into adjoining bays.  The Clerk would draw this to DCC’s attention.   
152.3
 Cllr Johnson made members aware that Anthony Steen MP would be attending the Remembrance Day parade on 12 November 2006.
Finally, Cllr Child proposed a social gathering for members and families on a forthcoming ‘blank’ Tuesday evening with a nominal charge for catering.  The proposal gained much support from members.
The meeting closed at 2010.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................ 
