
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 24 JUNE 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette



Steve Peacock, Herald Express




4 Parishioners



Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/45

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mick McGing, Jim Romanos and Philip Yates. 

Public Open Forum

Mr Graham Price made the statement at Annex A.

08/46

URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Gilbert proposed 2 items of Urgent Business to be taken at agenda item 08/56:  “Policy Committee – Delegated Powers” and “Location of Farmers’ Market”.
08/47

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/50:  “Property Committee”; sub agenda item 08/07.1:  “Rear Courtyard”.

Cllr Gilbert declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/56.2:  “Business Brought Forward – Location of Farmers’ Market”.

08/48

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the annual general meeting held on 10 June 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.

08/49

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 17 June 2008.


  

08/50
PROPERTY COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 17 June 2008.

08/51

PARISH TREE WARDEN
It was RESOLVED for Cllr Williams to be appointed as a Parish Tree Warden, alongside Cllr Bob Freeman.
08/52

QUAY PUBLIC TOILETS
Cllr Gilbert reported that SHDC had started to close the Quay public toilets at 1830 due to persistent vandalism.  It had been suggested for a local restaurant or public house to takeover the task of providing toilet facilities for the public from that time onwards.  A similar policy had been successful at other locations in the UK.  It was understood that the Creeks End would be content; signage on the Quay toilets and a formal agreement between the pub and SHDC would be required.  Members commented that there was no disabled access to the Creeks End toilets; had some misgivings regarding young teenagers, who may not be accompanied by adults, entering licensed premises; and considered that the public toilets should be locked later than 1830.  Cllr Griffin had locked the public toilets during the weekend’s Music Festival and had been accompanied by a fellow Steward due to safety/policing concerns.  It was RESOLVED to support, in principle, a suggestion for the Creeks End pub to provide a public toilet facility from closure of the Quay public toilets in the evening however, SHDC would be requested to address KTC’s concerns regarding disabled access, minors and closure times. 
08/53

CLERK’S REPORT
53.1
Sunday Concerts.  On behalf of the Sunday Concerts’ Group, the Clerk thanked members for their offers of assistance towards hosting and setting up for the Concerts’ season.   
53.2
Town Crier News.  Roger Pinder was to compete in the European Championships at Almelo and Hellendoorn in the Netherlands.  Roger had applied to Kingsbridge Community Transport for a grant towards his travel costs however, if he was unsuccessful the budget for town crier business may be in deficit by financial year end.  Gifts would be required for the host towns.  Kingsbridge, alongside Dartmouth & Newton Abbot, had bid to host the 2010 European competition.  Finally, Roger had won the “Devon Championships” for the 2nd year running at the weekend which would be promoted in the Gazette and on South Hams Radio.

53.3
Digital TV Roadshow.  The closest roadshow was Ivybridge to take place on 25 & 26 June and the programme for Devon & Dorset was booked until the end of July.  However, the Clerk was attempting to have the roadshow come to Kingsbridge for a half/one day visit. 

53.4
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  The Clerk promoted the Neighourhood Watch Scheme which seemingly was not as active in Kingsbridge as in other outlying towns.  The Scheme was looking for a town councillor to be a local champion.  
53.5
Christmas Lights 2008.  Cllrs Gilbert & Yates, and the Clerk, had held a meeting on 13 June 2008 to consider 5 tenders for the town’s Christmas Lights. The exercise had proved very worthwhile and the appointed contractor had met with Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk that morning to fine tune the display for Christmas 2008.  A confirmatory letter detailing the terms of the contract had been despatched.
08/54
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

54.1   Cllr Gilbert reported that he had recently met with the Harbourmaster and 

the new visitors’ pontoon adjacent to Quayside Leisure Centre was to commence the following week.  

54.2   Cllr Freeman had attended the opening of “Lunch at Eddy’s” at St Edmunds Church the previous day.  The new venture had started well and the building was a restful location to enjoy a lunch break.  There was no ulterior motive and townspeople were encouraged to make use of the lovely building.  Reverend Kyriakides-Yeldham, who was present, commented that coffee and tea was provided free of charge.

54.3   Cllrs Balkwill & Washington had attended a recent meeting of the Kingsbridge Feoffees.

54.4   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of DAPC’s Larger Councils’ Sub Committee which had addressed, amongst others, the current Local Government Review in Devon and re-launch of the Quality Parish Council Scheme.  In particular, the capping of parish council precepts was aired.  Seemingly, such precepts had doubled in the past few years while senior authorities had been capped.  Central Government was aware of the situation but did not propose to cap parish councils at present.

54.5   Cllr Williams reported that Kingsbridge Show & Shine 08 was progressing well.  Alongside a 1st prize of an Advanced Driver’s Day, the Police had also donated a 2nd prize of a Skid Pan session.  The event was to take place between 1230-1530 on Sunday 6 July 2008.
54.6   Cllr Griffin reported that, alongside Cllrs Romanos & Yates, he had met with DCC officers recently to progress the CKC (Centre for Kingsbridge Community) project.  Moreover, he had been in attendance at the Music Festival throughout the weekend and complimented the Stewards on their professionalism.  Monies would be donated to the Devon Air Ambulance, The Triangle and Youth Enquiry Service.  Cllr Balkwill commented that she was aware of some anti-social behaviour issues and would be interested to hear the Police report on such matters at the next full council meeting.

54.7   Cllr Thorning had attended a meeting of South Hams Homestart, as Vice Chairman, and reported that the organisation was making preparations for a forthcoming inspection.  Further meetings were to follow. 
08/55

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 24 June 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £6,684.43 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/56

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
08/56.1 
POLICY COMMITTEE – DELEGATED POWERS
Given the time constraints of the Open Spaces Project, which was progressing with SHDC and CABE enablers, it was RESOLVED for the Policy Committee to be afforded delegated powers to approve the design brief which would subsequently be sent out to tender.
08/56.2
LOCATION OF FARMERS’ MARKET
Cllr Howarth reported that a Farmers’ Market now took place on both the 1st and 3rd Saturday forenoons of the month on the town square.  The latest one had coincided with the weekend’s Music Festival and had been moved to the Promenade.  The location was unpopular with both traders and townspeople, and had caused traffic problems on set up and pack away alongside damage to grassed areas and flower borders.  The traders had requested use of Quay Car Park and had been willing to pay in order to compensate for the loss of parking fees however, the request had been refused by SHDC.  However, at mid-morning only 4 cars were parked at the Cattle Market Car Park and he suggested that it could have used as an overflow from the Quay.  The Clerk had already raised the matter with SHDC however, a similar situation would occur during Fair Week.  Cllr Lynn was to attend a Fair Week Committee meeting the following evening, would highlight the issue and feedback to Cllr Howarth.       
08/57

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
57.1   Cllr Williams stated that a bollard had been missing for a considerable time near the Creeks End which allowed vehicles to enter the town square.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the Clerk would request SHDC to replace the bollard.
57.2   Cllr Washington enquired why the flower beds were so poor and lacked imagination e.g. at the junction of Cookworthy and Ilbert Roads.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he was aware that SHDC had cut the budget for bedding plants in the towns.
57.3   Cllr Washington further stated that she recently used the NHS out-of-hours service and had to visit Totnes to see a GP however, the only other people there were also from Kingsbridge.  She requested more beds and better facilities at the Kingsbridge Hospital.  Cllr Gilbert replied that KTC was pressing hard for a better service, had met with Tim Deeprose, Devon Primary Care Trust, recently and would bring up the matter at the next meeting.  
08/58

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

08/59

DERBY ROAD DEVELOPMENT
It was RESOLVED to approve an amendment to the terms of sale of the development land off Derby Road subject to a deadline for closure.

Cllr Gilbert proposed 2 further agenda items to be taken within the Confidential session:  “Youth Matters” and “Councillor Vacancy”.
Cllr Williams declared a prejudicial interest at the outset of the following agenda item and left the Chamber for the duration of the discussion.  
08/56.3
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN - YOUTH MATTERS

It was RESOLVED to alert Devon Youth Services to the necessity for a street-based outreach service on Friday evenings.
08/56.4
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN - COUNCILLOR VACANCY

The Clerk reported that SHDC Electoral Services had confirmed that it had not received any requests for an election to be held following the vacancy for a town councillor in East Ward.  He had received 3 firm expressions of interest in the position.  It was RESOLVED for the vacancy to be advertised via a Public Notice in the Gazette with a deadline for applications of 11 July 2008.
The meeting closed at 2049.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex: 

A.   Public Open Forum.










Annex A to

KTC Minutes dated


24 June 2008
Public Open Forum

Mr Graham Price.  Mr Price stated that he had thoroughly enjoyed the previous weekend’s Music Festival.  However, it may have been wise to schedule the event on completion of Kingsbridge In Bloom, to take place on 8th July, as grass banks had been damaged by vehicles and equipment.  He realised that no malice had been intended but felt that the organisers should be mindful of his observations.

Chairman’s Response.  Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Price for his statement.  It was the first year for the In Bloom event and his remarks would be taken onboard when planning for 2009.
