MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 24 APRIL 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




Jane Fitzgerald, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette



7 Parishioners

06/290
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Ken Prowse. 

Public Open Forum

Mr Rufus Gilbert, Mr Graham Price and Mr Lawrence Townsend asked questions, and made statements, at Annex A.
4 parishioners left the Chamber
06/291
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business. 

06/292
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

06/293
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 April 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
06/294
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee of 17 April 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  

Two of the 3 decisions received were in accordance with council’s Recommendations.  Determination by the local authority, to install a 15 metre telegraph pole containing 3 antennas at the junction of Cookworthy and Lower Union Roads, was not required to be approved by SHDC as a central government directive allowed it under permitted development.  Members considered that the objections of local people, and council, should have been taken into account and the Clerk would send a letter to the required authority expressing council’s dissatisfaction.  One application for tree works was Recommended for approval.  Two planning applications were Recommended for approval.  Within current planning matters, Kingsbridge Rugby Club had sought council’s views on the future of its old club house.  It was Recommended that the most appropriate action was to demolish it and plant trees to screen the area from neighbours.  
It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.
06/295
CLERK’S REPORT
295.1
Feedback from Council Meeting of 10 April 2007.  The Clerk was investigating companies to manage unauthorised car parking at Quay House..

295.2
Unauthorised Car Parking at Quay House.  A white Bedford van had been illegally parked in the car park for 10 days.  The Clerk, having taken Police advice, had written to the driver that day requesting its removal.
295.3
Use of Garage by Air Training Corps.  Cllr Wingate and the Clerk had met with ATC representatives the previous week regarding use of the garage for their build-a-plane project.  The ATC were very grateful for council’s support.
295.4
New Members’ Code of Conduct.  Following government’s consultation a new Members’ Code of Conduct had been promulgated to come into force on 3 May 2007.  The code was required to be formally adopted by council however, it was the Clerk’s intention to re-produce it in the forthcoming Members’ Handbook 2007/08 in its current unadopted state.
295.5
Annual General Meeting Format.  Local election results were to be announced p.m. Friday 4th May prior to council’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Tuesday 8th May.  Therefore, in order to meet legal requirements, the   AGM agenda was to be despatched on 2nd May to all 15 candidates of East & Westville Wards and the 5 councillors of uncontested North Ward (2 current members & 3 new members).  A covering memorandum would highlight, amongst others, the routine for declarations of acceptance of office and format for election of town mayor.
295.6
Thank You Letter.  A thank you letter had been received from the  the Basement Youth Club for council’s grant aid funding of £200 towards their refurbishment project; it had been signed by all members.

06/296
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

Cllr Cowling had attended a meeting of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.  The club was to respond to a SHDC consultation regarding future use of the estuary and council would be forwarded a copy.

06/297
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

There was no schedule of payments to approve.  Cllr Child reported that the Internal Auditor was to carry out his inspection of the end of financial year accounts the following day.

06/298
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.
06/299
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

299.1
Cllr Johnson gave a progress report on a proposed location for a new skatepark at the Cattle Market car park.  He had received a recent email detailing that DCC & SHDC officers had been tasked with researching the proposal.
299.2
Cllr Heavisides reported that this was his last council meeting after 14 years.  He wished his fellow councillors, standing for re-election, good luck.  He hoped that a group of candidates who wished to invigorate the town would work in unison with current councillors.  Finally, he felt assured that the council would continue to do its best for the town.  Cllr Hurrell offered a vote of thanks, supported by fellow members, for Cllr Heavisides efforts throughout his time on council.  She too hoped that the next council would do as good a job.  Cllr Hill reported that this was his last meeting also.  He had received nothing but support from his fellow members and it had been a privilege to serve the town, it was an extremely good council and members should feel proud of their achievements.  He offered his prayers, support and friendship to members.  Finally, Cllr Wingate reported that this was his final council meeting, thanked his fellow members for their support and stated that he would return in the future.  

06/300
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND  PRESS

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

3 remaining parishioners and the press left the Chamber

CONFIDENTIAL

06/301
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Finance Committee of 17 April 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Johnson.  It was RESOLVED to:

· Re-deposit the total repayment of the Abbey Time Deposit of £75,788.27 due on 8 May 2007 for a further 6 months.
· Note the 4th quarter receipts and payments report and that no further action was required.

· Make Grand Aid disbursements to the following:

a.   Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club - £nil (reply to state that an application to actually purchase security marking equipment may be favourably considered in the future).

b.   Kingsbridge Music Festival Committee - £375 (reply to state that council had waived fees for hire and electricity usage of the Bandstand, and funded the Glorious Chorus and Morris Men; therefore in effect the contribution was circa £1,100).
06/302
IMPROVEMENTS TO, AND RETENTION OF, QUAY HOUSE

Cllr Child reported that a consultant engineer’s report had estimated the cost for installation of a lift to the first floor at £25,000 (lift £13,000 and ancillary works £12,000).  However, formal quotations were required.  Members recognised that re-decoration of the hall and stairs would be an additional expenditure.  It was RESOLVED for council to proceed with the installation of a lift and further improvements to Quay House.  

Cllr Child concluded that while this was the final council meeting before the local elections the Planning and Finance Committees were to meet on 1st May.
The meeting closed at 1950.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council Minutes


dated 24 April 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Question by Rufus Gilbert

Mr Gilbert asked why agenda item 06/302 ‘Improvements to, and retention of, Quay House’ was to be taken under Confidential matters as Quay House was a public building and therefore any discussion should be open to the public.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Child responded that a report had been received from a consultant engineer regarding installation of a lift in Quay House, and likely costs had been detailed.  Therefore there were financial implications to consider and it would be improper to discuss in the public domain however, tenders had not been sought.
2.   Statement by Graham Price

Mr Price noted that the Police were not present at the meeting.  He was the Chairman of Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club and the club’s Boat Watch carried out patrols on foot, by car and by boat.  On the previous Friday evening much anti-social behaviour was witnessed in Quay car park.  People were drunk, defamed litter bins and fireworks were let off in the toilets and around the Age Concern building.  Four members of the patrols received verbal abuse.  Between 2030 and 2300 not one Police officer was seen.  He challenged the view that the town was safe and suggested that the town centre was a no-go area during a weekend evening.  He urged the town council to put pressure on the Police to combat anti-social behaviour as he believed the situation was worse than ever.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Child responded that the Police were only invited to the first meeting of the month rather than both.  He asked Mr Price whether the Police had been called on the Friday evening.  Mr Price replied that they had not as it would have been pointless.  Cllr Child reported that he would pass on a copy of Mr Price’s statement to the local Police.

3.   Statement by Lawrence Townsend

Mr Townsend reported that he was the Area Co-ordinator for Christian Aid Week which was to take place 13th to 19th May.  He was hoping to promote the event as widely as possible locally including: door to door envelopes, banner across Fore Street, posters, window display in a Fore Street shop, collection boxes, and information point at the Bandstand in order that townspeople were fully informed of Christian Aid’s business.  

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Child responded that a new council would be in post shortly and he would ensure that it was aware of Christian Aid Week.
