
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

Three Parishioners



Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/105

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs John Binns and Kate Lynn.  

Public Open Forum
Statements were made by Mr Peter Roper and Mr Graham Price at Annex A.
08/106

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

08/107

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Howarth declared a prejudicial interest, and Cllrs Romanos and Williams declared personal interests, in agenda item 08/117:  “Finance Committee”; sub-agenda item 08/10:  “Grant Aid 2008”.
08/108

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
08/109

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16 September 2008.  

08/111
BOUNDARY COMMITTEE’S DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR A DEVON UNITARY AUTHORITY

Members were in receipt of a draft response to the Boundary Committee’s proposal for a county-wide Devon unitary authority.  The draft had been realised by meetings of the Policy Committee and information received from meetings and/or reports from the Boundary Committee, Devon Association of Parish Councils, Devon County Council, South Hams District Council, and other town/parish councils in Devon and Cornwall.  
Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk introduced the draft reporting that, while a number of key proposals had been Recommended, it remained however, to be realised whether KTC was to support the Boundary Committee’s proposal or not.  In particular, 3 options had been put forward:
· to support,
· to reserve support, or
· to object to the proposal.
A full debate followed, and members made statements for and against the options, during which a proposed amendment to the second option was heard.  Having been Proposed and Seconded, the following amended motion was tabled:

“As requested, we are commenting here on the proposal for a Devon unitary authority comprising the existing county of Devon (with no changes to Plymouth and Torbay).  In April 2008 we indicated our support in principle for the proposal for a South Devon & Dartmoor Unitary Authority.  We would be happy to comment on that or other proposals if requested.  Councillors do, however, have 6 areas of concern (as detailed in Specific comments below) which, if not addressed, would prevent Broad Support for the county-wide proposal.”
On completion of separate votes on the first, amended second and third options; it was RESOLVED to reply to the Boundary Committee’s proposal for a county-wide Devon Unitary Authority detailing that KTC:
· does not support the status quo of current 2-tier local government in Devon,
· supports the principle of unitary local government,

· has 6 specific areas of concern which, if not addressed, would prevent Broad Support, 

· does not support an Exeter & Exmouth Unitary Authority, and

· does not support the proposal for Community Boards (suggesting an alternative for Community Assemblies).
08/110
CLERK’S REPORT

110.1
Bus Stop Improvements – A379 at South Hams Hospital.  Minor improvement works had been proposed at bus stops 39 & 40 for the replacement of existing bus posts and flags with Bissell style posts, flags and timetables.  
110.2
Road Closure – Fosse Road, Kingsbridge.  Monday 24-26 November 2008 for the renewal of a communication pipe.
110.3
Pedestrian Enhancement Works – Fore Street.  John Halliday and Robert Richards (DCC Highways) would present the proposals to KTC and Chamber of Commerce at 1800 on Wednesday 24 September 2008 in the Council Chamber.
110.5
Sorley Cross – Road Safety Meeting.  John Halliday (DCC Highways), Insp Phil Chiver and Martin Hartnell (Road Safety Officer) had been invited alongside Buckland tout Saints, Churchstow, Loddiswell & Woodleigh Parish Councils to a meeting at 1000 on Thursday 25 September 2008 in Room 7, Quay House.
110.5
French Market – Town Square.  Marché de France from Normandy would visit 0900-1630 Friday 26 September 2008.
110.6
Meadow Project Open Day – Combe Royal.  Apple pressing, BBQ, green wood working, wild foods and felt making would take place 1100-1500 on Friday 26 September 2008. 

110.7
Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area – SHDC Parish Cluster Meeting.  The next meeting would take place at 1900 on Tuesday 21 October 2008 at Cliff House, Salcombe.
110.8
Harvest Thanksgiving Service.  Members had been invited to join Father Tony Kyriakides-Yeldham and guests from the farming community and Kingsbridge Show at 1100 on Sunday 28 September 2008 at St Edmunds Church.  Thanks would be given to the success of Kingsbridge In Bloom.
110.9
Town Mayor’s Civic Service.  This year’s service would take place 1015 for 1030 on Sunday 5 October 2008 at Dodbrooke Church.  Car parking would be available at Kingsbridge Primary School.  Cllrs Gilbert & Freeman requested all members to attend.
08/112
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
112.1   Cllr McGing had attended a meeting of the Police Authority Liaison Meeting at Dartmouth Town Hall on 15 September 2008.  Most matters were Dartmouth-centric with questions regarding drugs, car parking and the location of the new Police station.

112.2   Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of the Cookworthy Museum Management Committee.  The museum had benefited from the summer’s poor weather however, major expenditure had been committed to fire safety works.  The committee thanked KTC for the recent Grant Aid donation of £300.
112.3   Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Balkwill, had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees which had discussed the recent purchase of development land off Derby Road from KTC.  An agreement had to be realised with SHDC to apply for Section 106 monies and Cllr Gilbert commented that KTC had worked-up a similar report which could be made available.  
112.4   Cllr Balkwill had attended a presentation from Mor Design, alongside other members & the Clerk, on phase 1 of the Kingsbridge Open Spaces Design project which had been commissioned in partnership with SHDC.  The public consultation phase had gone well with a recent whole-day exhibition at Quayside Leisure Centre and plans exhibited at the South Hams Youth Fest.  Most people considered the plans to be very good.  The feedback would inform phase 2 to be presented to KTC and SHDC in Quay House on 13 October 2008, and for public viewing at the leisure centre again on 17 October 2008. 

112.5   Cllr Griffin had attended the South Hams Youth Fest 08 on Saturday 20 September 2008.  The weather had been very good and the turn out was excellent; it had been a super day.
08/113
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 23 September 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £7,648.47 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/114
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN –


FINANCE COMMITTEE

There was no business to be brought forward.
08/115
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.

08/116
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

08/117
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 9 September 2008.

08/118
CCTV

The Clerk gave a situation report on the proposal for monitoring KTC’s CCTV cameras by another authority.  It was agreed that the estimated costs were too high and could not be justified.  It was RESOLVED that CCTV monitoring by an external public authority should not be pursued at this stage and for alternative monitoring solutions to be researched.  
The meeting closed at 2100.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes dated

23 September 2008
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Mr Peter Roper

Mr Roper stated that he was the Clerk for 3 local parish councils and was attending the meeting to take note of KTC’s deliberations on the Local Government Review in Devon.  All the councils he served were capable of running their own services if the funding and resources were made available to them to do so.  He further considered that it was essential for all local councils to be represented on the proposed Community Boards 
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Roper for his statement.
2.   Mr Graham Price

Mr Price announced that Kingsbridge In Bloom had achieved a Silver Gilt Award for the town.  In the Neighbourhood Category, Kingsbridge Community Garden was awarded a Certificate of Outstanding Achievement and Redford Meadow a Certificate of Merit.  He felt this was an excellent achievement and thanked councillors for their support.

A celebration evening was to be held in the Ship Inn between 1700 and 2000 on Friday 3 October 2008 with award presentations at 1830; plans would also be announced for the 2009 competition.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that this was a fantastic result and congratulated Graham, his team and the whole community on their outstanding achievements. 
