MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 23 OCTOBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette



One Parishoner

07/130
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Graham James & Beryl Washington and District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge electors.

07/131
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert proposed one item of urgent business to be taken under confidential matters at the end of the meeting.
07/132
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
07/133
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 9 October 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/134
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16 October 2007 be received and adopted.  In particular, Cllr Freeman reported that DCC’s Modification Order for footpath No.15 had been submitted to the Secretary of State for determination to be dealt with by written representation, local hearing or local public inquiry.  Members gave their unanimous support for the footpath to be formally adopted as a public right of way.
07/135
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations made in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 9 October 2007.

07/136
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations made in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 19 October 2007.
07/137
UNION ROAD FEASIBILITY STUDY

The minutes of the Lower Union Road Feasibility Study Steering Group, including the consultants’ Stage One report, held on 11 October 2007 were received and adopted.

07/138
REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES

It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Freeman as council’s representative on the Kingsbridge Age Concern Committee to fill a vacancy.
It was further RESOLVED to adopt the local Youth Enquiry Service as a council outside body, and for Cllr Griffin to be council’s representative.  It was anticipated this would further heighten council’s involvement with young people.  
07/139
CLERK’S REPORT

139.1
Feedback from council meeting of 9 October 2007.  All actions had been taken.
139.2
Remembrance Day Parade – Sunday 11 November 2007.  Members were requested to assemble in the Town Square at 1030 for the parade to the War Memorial and thereafter to St Edmunds Church for the annual church service.
139.3
Situation report on Kingsbridge CCTV system.  The Clerk had briefed members of the Policy Committee and Sgt Corkhill & PC Chesworth on the new CCTV system.  Signage had been positioned the previous day and the system was now operational.  There was some internal administration to complete.  Members agreed that after a bedding-in period discussions should take place with businesses to roll-out the system further around the town.
139.4
SHDC Budget Challenges for 2008/09.  Members received a copy of District Cllr Tucker’s (Leader of SHDC) letter JT/NR dated 19 October 2007. It detailed the requirement to find a 3% reduction in spending across all services each and every year; it further announced that SHDC would avoid a reduction in services but to find £500,000 per year without doing so appeared an impossible task.  Cllr Yates was to attend SHDC’s budget consultation meeting on 29 October 2007.
07/140
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

140.1   Cllr Howarth has attended the Chamber of Commerce’s annual general

Meeting at the Thurlestone Hotel.  The Chamber had just signed up its 100th 
member.  

140.2   Cllr Yates had attended an enjoyable Twinning Association film night.

140.3   Cllr Yates had also attended a meeting of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat 
Club which received a presentation from Tim Bass of the Salcombe Harbour

Board.

140.4   Cllrs Robin Griffin & Jax Williams had held a meeting with staff at the
local newspaper to promote the forthcoming Friday evening coffee shop project

at the Rest Centre.

140.5   Cllr Lynn had attended a recent meeting of the Fair Week Committee.
140.6   Cllr Griffin had attended a meeting of the Youth Enquiry Service; 3 

£1,000 cheques were presented to local good causes.

140.7   Cllr Balkwill had attended the Cookworthy Museum’s photographic

exhibition at Harbour House which was also showing works by local artists.
07/141
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 23 October 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £21,790.52 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/142
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was one item of business brought forward to be taken under confidential matters.
07/143
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

143.1
Cllr Griffin asked “was it a try?” the Chairman responded that indeed it was.

143.2
Cllr Griffin asked, via the Chairman, whether any members wished to form a council team to take part in a forthcoming quiz.  The Chairman replied that he was very willing to take part and he was sure other members would also.

143.3
Cllr Howarth queried the style of the 3 new bollards adjacent to the Library car park and considered that a standard style throughout the town may be more appropriate.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that he was unsure of the actual make but that they had been supplied and installed by DCC with nil cost to council.  
143.4
Cllr Williams queried a broken bollard in the town square; the Chairman replied that the Clerk would hasten action.

143.5
Cllr Balkwill enquired how the decision to hold the recent circus at Duncombe Park was reached.  The Chairman replied that he and his fellow 2 district councillors for the town had been asked for comments and all 3 had supported the event.  Members however, considered that it had created a lot of wear to the area and it could have been better managed or held at an alternative location.  Cllr Gilbert responded that the circus had felt it had gone very well, it wished to return and, as mayor, he had been invited to one of the evenings.  Moreover, the circus had provided evidence to issue the respective licence from SHDC.  However, he too was shocked at the enormity of the event and high density of vehicles. 
07/142.1
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public left the Chamber

Confidential

07/142.2
STAFF TERMS AND CONDITIONS
It was RESOLVED to agree a way forward regarding staff terms and conditions.
The meeting closed at 2020.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
