MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 23 MAY 2006

Present:

Cllr Bob Freeman (Chairman)




Cllr Tony Child




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




Jane Fitzgerald, Kingsbridge Gazette




Alex Marwood, Kingsbridge Advertiser

06/24

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Eric Heavisides, Lesley Hurrell, Beryl Washington and Keith Wingate.
Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge electors.

06/25

URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Child proposed one item of urgent business to be discussed later in the meeting.
06/26

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

06/27

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 May 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.  Cllr Thorning mentioned that the Road Safety Committee was due to meet shortly and the Kingsbridge Feoffees were upset that only one member had attended their recent meeting.  Cllr Prowse replied that he had been made aware of the meeting late and Cllr Child stated that the other two members had been on vacation at the time.
06/28

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16 May 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Four of the 5 planning decisions received were in accordance with the council’s recommendations; the remaining decision had been refused on similar grounds to the qualification for approval placed by the council.  Cllr Hill queried whether refusal of a proposed mobile telephone radio mast in the town centre would be the end of the matter and Cllr Freeman responded that there had been no appeal to date.  There was no planning correspondence.  There had been no tree works and/or correspondence to consider.  The Committee had Recommended that all 8 planning applications received be approved.  Any further current planning matters were noted.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC & DCC respectively.  

06/29

POLICY COMMITTEE

Cllr Child introduced the subject by stating there were different schools of thought regarding the Policy Committee.  Items of major importance were likely to be fully debated at full council in any event and may lead to duplication of effort; and the committee did not deal in technical matters so there was an argument to subsume into council meetings.  On the other hand, it may be wise to afford dedicated time to, for example, large consultation documents at committee level and deliver a précis to full council; moreover, the committee was a most effective filtering device.  Debate revealed that the committee was a useful tool; had been very effective under the chairmanship of Cllr Hill; that committee’s may also slow processes down; and committees made recommendations not decisions.  It was RESOLVED to retain the Policy Committee; that it should meet on an ‘as & when basis’ as demand necessitated; and the committee for 2005/06 be re-elected.
06/30

ANNUAL TOWN INSPECTION
Cllr Child reported that the town inspection had been a useful device historically with a social element incorporated but that it had diminished in stature through the years.  The Policy Committee had made some suggestions for its future profile and the Clerk had recently e.mailed a ‘starter for 10’ proposal to members.  It was RESOLVED to retain the annual town inspection; for the Chairman & Clerk to devise a meaningful itinerary; and to hold the event on a non-council meeting Tuesday evening on a date to be confirmed.

06/31

CLERK’S REPORT

31.1
Feedback from council meeting of 9 May 2006:

· Anti-social behaviour issue.  The Clerk reported that he had discussed the issue with Insp Morgan that day, amongst other business, and that 2 PCSOs were due to be employed in the autumn which should assist policing in the town.  DCC Youth Services had been informed of the council’s support for their project to introduce a Friday evening Quay Leisure Centre event for young people.  Debate agreed for a meeting to be held on ASB at a later date with invitations to local groups, DCC Youth Services, Police et al.  A date was being arranged for Cllr Child & the Clerk to meet with District Cllr Jeff Beer, SHDC members & representatives of other South Hams towns at Follaton House, Totnes.  Finally, a supportive letter had been received from Roger Pope, Kingsbridge Community College.     
· Fore Street traffic management.  The Clerk had researched DCC’s  original proposal, approved by council, with the system implemented for parking bays et al alongside Neil Oxton (Project Manager, Ivybridge Local Services Group) and there appeared to be little difference.  Mr Oxton felt the real issue was that drivers were disregarding the new system and it was being enforced inadequately.  He would introduce more signage to make drivers aware of the changes and a request had been to Insp Morgan for greater enforcement.  
Cllr Johnson thanked the Clerk for organising meetings but enquired whether an elected member should also be present.  Cllr Child replied that often such meetings are convened at short notice but the Clerk would endeavour to give early notice to members for them to attend also.  
31.2
Devon & Cornwall Police Authority public meeting at 1930 on Wednesday 24 May 2006 at the Civic Hall, Totnes.  The Clerk promoted the same.
31.3
DEFRA’s ‘Getting to grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005’ a parish council guide to environmental enforcement.  The guide had been received and would be placed before the next Policy Committee.
31.4
South Hams Strategic Partnership’s ‘Sustainable Community Strategy’ consultation paper.  Received and to be placed before the next Policy Committee.
31.5
Feedback from Saltstone Group of Parish & Town Councils AGM of 16 May 2006.  Cllr Johnson was to de-brief.
31.6
Consultation on the revised Devon Rural Strategy & SHDC Community Involvement Policy.  Received and to be placed before the next Policy Committee.
31.7
Promotion of World Environment Day & Kingsbridge event Saturday 3 June 2006.  Representatives from the Environment Agency, the Met Office, SHDC and a street entertainer would be making townspeople aware of environmental issues, ‘green promises’ and presenting information on recycling and composting in Quay House grounds to coincide with the Farmers Market that day.
31.8
Property maintenance issues – SHDC.  The Clerk had chased up a number of property issues in the town centre/Recreation Ground and was to arrange a site visit from a SHDC official.
31.9
Feedback from the Society of Local Council Clerks South West Regional Conference – Thursday 11 May 2006.  Cllr Child & the Clerk had attended the conference which overall had proved most beneficial.
31.10
South Hams Community Development Committee – to discuss coach parking issues at their next meeting.  The Clerk commented that he realised a number of members, in particular Cllr Heavisides, would welcome this information.
06/32

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

32.1
Cllr Johnson had attended the annual general meeting of the Saltstone Group of Parish Councils on 16 May 2006.  He reported that Simon Wright (West Alvington) was elected as Chairman and Linda Goggins (Aveton Giffored) had been elected as Deputy Chairman.  It was an effective pressure group however, there may be some anomalies within the constitution.

32.2
Cllr Cowling reported that he had attended a recent meeting of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.  The group had 75 members and a Boat Watch had been formed.

32.3
Cllr Thorning had attended a recent meeting of the Kingsbridge Feoffees and reported that unfortunately the Chairman had been unavailable due to illness.

06/33

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 23 May 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £2,276.01 be approved and signed by Cllr Child. 

06/34

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Child proposed to discuss one item under confidential matters.
06/35

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

35.1
Cllr Cowling requested a situation report on the planters in the Promenade, Embankment Road as they were full of weeds.  Cllr Child replied that the council had heard nothing further to County Cllr Brazil’s report at a previous meeting.

35.2
Cllr Hill commented that the town’s streets were well cleaned and commended the SHDC Operations team for their good work.  He asked whether a letter of thanks should be sent to them.  Cllr Child gauged the opinions of members who agreed with the proposal and the Clerk would write to the operatives themselves thanking them for their diligence and effectiveness.

35.3
Cllr Prowse asked whether the Chairman of the Chamber of the Commerce was sent agendas for council meetings and whether the council were aware of their campaign to remove the planters from the Promenade, Embankment Road.  The Clerk replied, on behalf of the Chairman, that the Chairman was sent agendas.  Cllr Child replied that he was unaware of the Chamber of Commerce’s campaign.
06/36

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted; it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

The public and press left the Chamber.

CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
06/37

DERBY ROAD DEVELOPMENT LAND

Cllr Child read out a letter received from Luscombe Maye estate agents   It detailed an enquiry from a company which had tendered for the site regarding the affordable housing covenant.  It was RESOLVED that the affordable housing element should be retained and that the relevant party be informed via Luscombe Maye.    
The meeting closed at 2015.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
