MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 23 JANUARY 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil

06/209
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Derek Hill.

Public Open Forum

There were no questions/statements from Kingsbridge parishioners.

06/210
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business:  ‘Policy Committee – Vacancy’; to be taken at agenda item 06/217.
06/211
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
06/212
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2007.
Cllr Johnson proposed an amendment to the minutes at agenda item 06/203.2 ‘Business Brought Forward – Correspondence from Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership (KSAP)’ regarding deletion of part of the resolution:  “Not make any funds available to KSAP at this juncture however, the situation may be reviewed as their projects developed”.  It was RESOLVED that the latter part of the resolution, “however, the situation may be reviewed as their projects developed”, be deleted.

Cllr Wingate proposed an amendment to the minutes at agenda item 06/207 ‘Budget for Financial Year 2007/2008’ and reported that he had questioned the anticipated interest vis-à-vis the proposed increase in precept, and level of reserves.  He requested that his representation be annotated and attributed to him.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr Wingate’s representation be added to the minutes.
Cllr Child stated that the minutes could not be authorised piecemeal.  The minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2007 would be revised, to include 2 amendments, and be placed as an agenda again for authorisation at the council meeting of 13 February 2007.
06/213
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee of 16 January 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Of 7 decisions received, 6 were in accordance with council’s Recommendations.  SHDC had approved change of use of a property in Church Street from residential to office use which the council had objected to on the grounds of loss of accommodation.  Two items of correspondence had been received: a planning appeal against SHDC’s refusal to install a mobile phone mast and ancillary equipment at Kingsbridge Telephone Exchange had been allowed.  There were no tree works and/or correspondence to consider.  All 5 planning applications received were Recommended for approval.   Any further current planning matters were noted.  In particular, a fresh planning application would be submitted for the Southwater Court development, Embankment Road, as A Block was higher than the plans by 220mm; the architect had proposed that a reduced roof pitch would retain the original ridge height.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

06/214a
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Finance Committee of 9 January 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Johnson.  The internal audit report had made recommendations for good housekeeping and highlighted that council’s Financial Regulations required updating; which the Clerk was currently undertaking.  In particular, council had no procedure for emergencies above £1,000 to rectify.  The receipts and payments report for the 3rd quarter of financial year 2006/07 had been considered with no further action required.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.  It was further RESOLVED to introduce an Emergency Committee of Council comprising the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Chairman of Finance with powers to incur expenditure from £1,000 to a limit of £5,000 for immediate repairs.
06/214b
CLERK’S REPORT
214.1
Feedback from council meeting of 9 January 2007.  All actions taken however the Clerk highlighted that much property related business was ongoing.

In addition, a draft of revised Council Standing Orders including Appendices of Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct & Terms of Reference for Committees was to be presented to the next Policy Committee.  
214.2
SHDC’s acknowledgement of ‘Off-Street Parking Places Order’ consultation.  Council’s objection to the proposed increase in car parking charges was to be considered at a full SHDC meeting on 8 February 2007.
214.3 French Market proposal – Friday 8 June 2007.  The Clerk had been 
contacted by the market organisers to hold a market in summer following previous markets in the last 2 years.  Members supported the proposal provided that the event took place in the town square and the required applications were made to SHDC.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
214.4 Town Consultation Meeting – Review of SH Local Development 

Framework & Neighbourhood Policing (to include Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) review & CCTV).  Council had already agreed to hold a Town Consultation Panel meeting to review the implications of the LDF for Kingsbridge.  Insp Williams had requested the opportunity to address groups on the new Neighbourhood Policing strategy which could include a review of ASB following last summer’s meeting; a council update on CCTV and request for volunteer assistance to monitor cameras.

214.5 Victim Support Devon – Request for Room.  Victim Support had
requested use of an interview room in Quay House, on an ad hoc basis, for their staff to counsel local victims of crime.  This would add to the range of community groups that used the council offices i.e. CAB, YES, Relate.
214.6 Report of Budget Meeting with Town & Parish Councils at Follaton

House, Totnes – 1900 Thursday 18 January 2007.  Members received a report from the Clerk following his attendance at the Budget Meeting.  Presentations were made by representatives of the Fire, County Council and Police authorities.  It was anticipated that all authorities would be required to increase their proportion of the council tax between 3.6% and 5% in order to fund services.  In particular, members were concerned with DCC’s comparatively poor government finance settlement in comparison to shire counties which was £49 per head below the average.  Moreover, DCC’s provision for highway maintenance had been frozen at 2005/06 cash level; which in real terms, when inflation is taken into account, may mean less actual maintenance.  The Clerk would contact County Cllr Brazil and DCC Highways to highlight the issues and glean further information.  Cllr Child commented that next year it may be wise to send a deputation of members to the meeting so that questions could be asked during the event.  
214.7 South Hams Local Development Framework – Adopted Core

Strategy.  The Clerk had received 2 copies of the Core Strategy which were available in the Clerk’s Office and Reception.
214.8 SHDC Public Bench Survey.  A survey was  to take place to investigate
the provision and ownership of all benches in the town.  This was an outcome from the recent meeting between South Hams mayors and SHDC senior officers and had been raised specifically by Totnes town council.  The initiative was to identify whether there would be benefits by working more closely together in the overall management of benches.
214.9
DCC Public Rights of Way.  Modification Orders for Footpaths nos. 14,
18 & 6 and Byway Open to All Traffic nos. 16 & 17 had been confirmed following the Definitive Map Review, council’s recommendation for approval and subsequent public consultation period.  Footpath No.15 (Embankment Rd, Crabshell, Kings Court, boatyard, Embankment Rd nr. Moorings) had been the subject of objections and was to be submitted to the Secretary of State.
214.10 Request for Additional Bus Stop – Warren Road, Kingsbridge.  The Clerk reported that a parishioner had contacted both DCC and First Bus to provide a bus stop at Warren Road.  Currently there is no official bus stop on route 93 (Plymouth to Dartmouth) between Derby Road, Kingsbridge & Curlew Drive, West Charleton however, drivers make request stops en route if it is deemed safe to do so.  It was considered that bus stops were usually placed opposite each other however, there was no space on the opposite side of the road to the proposed location.  It was agreed for the Clerk to request DCC to review the current situation.    
06/215
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 



AUTHORITIES

215.1 Cllr Washington had attended a recent meeting of the Dodbrook Feoffees
which had discussed administration matters.

215.2 Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Child, had also attended a Twinning

Society concert which had seen a good attendance of around 80 people.  Piaffinite had played music by Edith Piaf and the evening was very enjoyable.

215.3
Cllr Child, alongside the Clerk, had attended a Neighbourhood Policing Seminar at Seale Hayne Police College on 11 January 2007.  The event had been very informative.
06/216
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 23 January 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £7,838.40 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/217
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD – POLICY COMMITTEE VACANCY
Cllr Child reported that following Cllr Marwood’s recent resignation there was a

vacancy on the Policy Committee.  There was only one meeting remaining before the elections and Cllr Freeman had volunteered to fill the vacancy.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Freeman to the Policy Committee.
06/218
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

218.1
Cllr Wingate asked what action was being taken on the collapsed wall in Western Backway as it represented a safety issue and it appeared no one was taking responsibility for its repair.  Discussion revealed that no party was claiming ownership indeed, there was a similar issue in the Eastern Backway at the bottom of Wisteria Place.  The Chairman replied that the Clerk would write to both DCC & SHDC raising the matter as a Health & Safety issue and requesting a solution.
218.2
Cllr Prowse asked the Chairman why an agenda item he had requested for the Clerk to place on the agenda, on completion of the council meeting in December, had not featured at the previous or current meeting.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that Cllr Prowse had stated he would produce a report on the matter to be distributed with the agenda to his fellow members, but the Clerk had not received it to date.  Cllr Prowse denied the latter.  The Clerk reiterated that a report had been promised.  Cllr Prowse stated he would re-issue the agenda item to the Clerk.
The meeting closed at 2015.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date 
