MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 22 MAY 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




1 Parishoner
07/22

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from County Cllr Julian Brazil & District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan, however reports had not been anticipated, and Cllrs Robin Griffin, Graham James & David Thorning.
Public Open Forum
Mr John Speed made the statement at Annex A.
07/23

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

07/24

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Freeman & Howarth declared prejudicial interests in agenda item 07/26: ‘Planning Committee’; sub-agenda item 07/06.2: ‘28/0916/07/F - Erection of greenhouse in courtyard at The Barn, New Parks Farm, Belle Hill, Kingsbridge’.
07/25

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
Cllr Howarth left the Chamber for the entirety, and Cllr Freeman immediately on completion of giving evidence, of the following sub-agenda item 07/06.2. 

07/26

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee of 15 May 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Seven decisions received were in accordance with council’s Recommendations; there was no planning correspondence to consider.  There were no trees works or correspondence to consider.  Of 7 planning applications received, 5 were Recommended for approval and one was Recommended to be noted.  An application to construct an external balcony at the Regal Club, Church Street, Kingsbridge (28/0987/07/F) was Recommended for Refusal on the grounds that the proposal would lead to noise pollution and have a negative impact on the local community.  Regarding the latter, and subsequent to the committee meeting, a letter of objection had been received from a member of public.  Within current planning matters, DCC’s Minerals & Waste Development Framework Consultation on Statement of Community Involvement (Submission Draft) was Recommended to be noted.  It was Recommended that Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club be requested to review Salcombe Harbour Board’s consultation on its Strategic Business Plan, on behalf of council.  

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.





  

07/27
POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee of 15 May

2007; which were delivered by Cllr Howarth.  It was Recommended to establish 4 working groups (Community Centre, Environment, Safety & Security and Youth) their topics of interest, membership, terms of reference, and administration.  Recommendations were also made regarding new councillor training; content of next newsletter; town plan; mayoral entrance to the chamber; and frequency of committee meetings.  

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.
07/28
ELECTION OF DAPC COUNTY COMMITTEE FOR 2007-2011

It was RESOLVED to nominate Cllr Freeman for DAPC’s County Committee for 

2007-2011.
07/29

CLERK’S REPORT
29.1
Feedback from council meeting of 8 May 2007.  All actions taken.
29.2
Spiritulized’s proposal for a mobile skatepark in the town square on Saturday 8 September 2007.  After successful installation of an ice rink in December last year Spiritualized were seeking permission of the town council & SHDC to arrange another youth event in the town square.  The mobile skatepark consisted of much equipment, operations staff, all necessary insurances and was owned and operated by North Cornwall District Council.  It was proposed to open for 6 hours, with either nil charge or a small nominal fee to offset the hire cost.  The proposal gained very strong support from members and it was suggested that the town square hire charge be waived.
29.3
DCC’s Community Roadshow – at the town square on Wednesday 20 June 2007.  The Clerk announced the same.
29.4
Quayside Judo Club – thank you letter for council’s Grant Aid funding.  The Clerk announced the same following council’s grant of £100.
29.5
Devon Towns Forum – Community Engagement in Practive Seminar 1000-1530 on Thursday 14 June 2007 at Okehampton.  The Clerk announced the invitation.
29.6
South Devon and Dartmoor Pilot Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership event – 1330-1630 on Thursday 24 May 2007 at Follaton House, Totnes.  A presentation was to be held on the pilot merger of the South Hams, Teignbridge & West Devon CDRPs to create the South Devon and Dartmoor Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership.  The Clerk would attend.
29.7
CCTV Visit to Bovey Tracey Town Council – leave Quay House at 0900 on Friday 25 May 2007.  The Clerk announced the same; he was hopeful that another site visit could be arranged on completion of Bovey Tracey.  
29.8
Town Inspection – leave Quay House at 1800 on Tuesday 29 May 2007.  The Clerk announced the same.
29.9
New Councillor Training Day – 0930-1600 on Wednesday 13 June 207 at Follaton House, Totnes.  Council was to fund £50 towards the event (alongside SHDC & other South Hams’ towns).  Cllrs Lynn & Yates would attend.
29.10
Councillor Biographies.  The Clerk requested outstanding biographies which were required to update the website and Quay House noticeboard.
29.11
Town Plan.  A proposal for council to adopt the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership-led Community Action Plan & Kingsbridge Feasibility Study was to be an agenda item at the next Policy Committee on Tuesday 19th June.  Copies of both documents were available from the Clerk.

29.12
Temporary Wooden Flower Planters – The Promenade, Embankment Road.  The Clerk and Cllr Gilbert gave some history on the subject matter, and that council had requested they be retained on economic grounds.  A request had now been made by DCC for assistance in their upkeep, particularly in the matter of watering.  It was agreed to reply to DCC stating that council could request its own garden maintenance contractor to takeover the planters’ weeding, watering and general upkeep.  However, any additional costs incurred by amending the current contract would have to be borne by DCC.   
07/30
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
30.1   Cllr Howarth had attended the annual general meeting of the Saltstone 
Group on 21st May.  Simon Wright had been appointed as Chairman for the 2nd 
year and Richard Fosse was Vice-Chairman.

31.2
Cllr Yates had attended a meeting of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club which had received a presentation from Ian Gibson, Harbour Master, on the harbour board’s strategic business plan.
07/31

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 22 May 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,955.24 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 



    
07/32

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.
07/33

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
33.1
Cllr Holwill enquired whether a thank you letter had been sent to the previous mayor.  The Chairman replied that it had.

33.2
Cllr Yates enquired whether SHDC’s overnight car parking charge of £1 was being monitored by wardens indeed, he queried the whole viability of the issue.  Cllr Howarth, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that it was intended for the new charge to be cost neutral less inflation and effectively it was to pay for the reduced half hour parking fee.  Cllr Gilbert commented that the question could be posed to Chris Lucas (Head of Business Development, SHDC).

The meeting closed at 1948.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council Minutes


of 22 May 2007
Public Open Forum

Mr John Speed

Mr Speed stated that he was frustrated that there appeared to be no easy method of relaying non-urgent information to the local Police other than telephoning the Police enquires line or actually visiting the station in Fore Street.  He had recently witnessed some youths firing a ball-bearing gun and felt this was the type of information the Police would want to know about.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the issue would be taken up when a Police representative attended the next council meeting.  
