
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 22 JULY 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




One Parishioner



Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/74

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Beryl Washington and Jax Williams. 

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from parishioners.

08/75

URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Gilbert proposed 3 items of Urgent Business to be taken at agenda item 08/83:  “Boundary Review”, “Centre for Kingsbridge Community” and “Quayside Public Toilets – Refurbishment”; the latter item to be taken early out-of-turn. 
08/83.1
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:
QUAY PUBLIC TOILETS - REFURBISHMENT
Cllr Gilbert reported that SHDC proposed to spend approximately £8,000 on a complete refurbishment of the Quay public toilets to include new internal fittings and fixtures, and re-location of the entrance; subject to ratification at that week’s SHDC full council meeting.  It was RESOLVED to write to SHDC supporting the proposed refurbishment; with requests for:

· a dual entrance on the northern side facing the town square,
· liaison with PC Flatman (Architectural Liaison Officer),
· a disabled access and facility to be incorporated,
· a steel-type single entrance gate,
· a baby-changing facility, and
· the plans to be sighted by KTC prior to implementation.

08/76.1
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest within the public section of the meeting.  Declarations of interest for agenda items within the confidential section of the meeting were to be recorded at that time.
08/77

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 July 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/78

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 July 2008.


  

08/79
MAYOR’S REPORT
Members received Cllr Gilbert’s report on his mayoral civic duties from April to 
July 2008.
08/80

CLERK’S REPORT
80.1
DCC Control of Waiting & Parking Places Amendment Order.  The Amendment Order was displayed on the Council Chamber notice board for members and was to be published as a Public Notice in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette of 25 July 2008.  DCC had requested any comments on the proposals by 15 August 2008.  There were no representations from KTC.
80.2
DCC Temporary Road Closure.  The Clerk detailed that Church Street would be closed from Monday 1 to Wednesday 3 September 2008 for utility works.

80.3
Fair Week – KTC Events.  The Clerk requested members to attend the Glove Hanging Ceremony at 1845 for 1900 on Wednesday 23 July 2008.  A Reception would take place on completion in Quay House.  The Town Crier Competitions were to take place on Saturday 26 July 2008 at 1030 to 1130 in the Recreation Ground and 1330 to 1430 on the Bandstand.  Award of trophies would take place on completion.

80.4
Memorial shelter – Additional Lighting.  The Clerk gave a situation report.  KTC had proposed spot lighting at the Memorial Shelter to deter anti-social behaviour.  DCC had suggested re-use of second hand lanterns to be fitted to existing street light columns either side of the shelter.  Such lights would be added to DCC’s inventory as “private, KTC lights”.  There would be no installation/start up costs for KTC; thereafter the lights would become KTC property with responsibility for ongoing maintenance and repairs.
80.5
BT Phone Box – Bus Station.  Members had received a listing of phone boxes in the South Hams earmarked for disposal.  The phone boxes adjacent to the bus station in the town square were included.  After discussion, it was agreed that no representations should be made by KTC.  
80.6
Thank You Letters.  Letters had been received from:
· Reverend Tony Kyriakides-Yeldham for KTC’s contribution of reclaimed tiles from the rear courtyard to Dodbrooke Church.

· Tony Child, former mayor, for KTC’s efforts for facilitating the Kingsbridge In Bloom project.
· The Kickstart Club for Cllr & Sandy Gilbert’s hosting of the 37th Torbay Run.
80.7
CCTV.  The Clerk gave a situation report.  Following recent visits to, and from, Torbay Council (TC) a week-long monitoring trial was to be conducted via Broadband connection with ancillary equipment being provided by KTC’s contractor (Sound & Visual Systems) and monitoring via TC’s CCTV Control Room.  Police radio links would also be tested.  The trial was a technological test only and was non-operational. There would be no costs to KTC.  If the images were deemed suitable for evidential usage at court proceedings then TC  would research costs for a formal contract.  A visit to view Exmouth town centre’s CCTV operations, managed by volunteers, had also been arranged for 12 August 2008.  On completion of both studies KTC would be able to make an evidence-based, informed decision on the way forward for monitoring services. 
80.8
Residents Parking Scheme.  Residents of Duncombe and Church Streets had lobbied for a Residents Parking Scheme (RPS) similar to that operated in Wallingford Road.  The Clerk had recently addressed the issue to John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer) and his email reply was received by members which highlighted that any such scheme may have to be funded by an On-Street Parking Scheme elsewhere in the town.  Members considered that parishioners in other roads/streets in the town may also wish to have a RPS.  Moreover, it was felt that on-street parking charges was an emotive issue which may displace motorists further.  It was agreed for Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk to hold an exploratory meeting with DCC.   
08/81
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

81.1   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of Devon Primary Care Trust (DCPT) and had aired KTC’s concerns at the under use of bed space at Kingsbridge Hospital.  He felt he had been afforded a sympathetic hearing and a written response had been promised.  Cllr Gilbert added that Anthony Steen MP had also written to DCPT supporting KTC’s case.
81.2   Cllr Lynn reported that Fair Week had been successful to date.

81.3   Cllr Griffin reported that the Music Festival had been able to increase their contributions to local charities by 25% following a successful weekend.
81.4   Cllr Balkwill reported that the Kingsbridge In Bloom judging day had gone well and she offered her thanks to KTC’s Reception team.
08/82

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 22 July 2008 amounting to £14,284.14.  Cllr Romanos reported that he considered the invoice for “CKC Architect Services” to be incorrect and he would enquire and feedback to the Clerk.   It was RESOLVED that the payments, save one to Kensington Taylor Limited, be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/83.2
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:


BOUNDARY REVIEW

Members were in receipt of a discussion paper from Cllr Howarth regarding the Boundary Commission’s draft proposals for the re-organisation of local government in Devon and its support for a whole-Devon unitary authority.  It was RESOLVED for:
· The Policy Committee to draw up a draft response to the Boundary Committee’s proposals for consideration by full council in September (noting the closing date for consultation replies of 26 September 2008).
· Representations to be made to DCC and SHDC, in the interim period, regarding the role of the proposed Community Boards and devolution of responsibilities, assets and resources to KTC.
08/84

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
84.1
Cllr Romanos asked if a response had been received from SHDC following a request for the rationale, and lack of consultation, regarding the recent refurbishment of the Memorial Shelter in Embankment Road.  He was aware that senior citizens enjoyed sitting in the Shelter which was now open to the full force of the elements.  Cllr Gilbert acknowledged that consultation should have taken place prior to the works however, he was also aware that a number of people supported the new arrangement.  Cllr Howarth had requested an explanation and he would pursue it.  

84.2
Cllr Balkwill had been contacted by residents of Kiln House detailing that the Fun Fair, during Fair Week, created much noise and nasty fumes from the rides.  She acknowledged that many people enjoyed the Fun Fair but asked how much monies SHDC received for use of Quay Car Park.  Cllr Gilbert replied that there had been considerable debate on the Fun Fair earlier in the year and as members were aware there were many other factors to consider.  He therefore proposed that the question be held in abeyance for next year.  Cllr Balkwill was content with the proposed way forward.  
08/85

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

08/76.2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Freeman, Gilbert, Griffin, Howarth, Lynn and Thorning declared personal interests in agenda item 08/86:  “Casual Vacancy”.

08/83.3
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:



CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY (CKC)

Cllr Romanos gave a comprehensive situation report on the progress of the CKC project.
08/86

CASUAL VACANCY

Members were in receipt of 4 applications for the vacant position of town councillor in East Ward.  It was RESOLVED for:
· Three applicants to be invited for interview on Tuesday 12 August 2008.
· The interview panel to comprise of:  Cllrs Freeman, McGing and Yates.

· The Clerk to draft interview questions to be reviewed on completion of the Planning Committee of 5 August 2008.

Future agenda items:

It was proposed for “Tesco response to KTC requests” to be discussed at the next council meeting on 9 September 2008.
The meeting closed at 2108.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

