MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 22 APRIL 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Steve Peacock, Herald Express




Eleven Parishoners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

07/293
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Wendy Rees and Beryl Washington.
Public Open Forum

Several questions and statements were made from Kingsbridge parishioners at Annex A.

07/294
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.
07/295
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/296
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 8 April 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

07/297
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 April 2008.  Cllr Romanos noted that the committee had received a report regarding reserved matters for the proposed Tesco supermarket, which had been noted, and enquired what further action was intended.  Cllr Gilbert reported that KTC had written to the company and members had made representations at the Tesco presentation on 8 May 2008.  He proposed that the matter be placed before the next Policy Committee. 
07/298
KINGSBRIDGE HOSPITAL

Members were in receipt of Devon Primary Care Trust’s (DPCT) letters to District Councillor Pannell (regarding opening hours of the Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) at Kingsbridge Hospital) and KTC (regarding discharge of local residents to outlying hospitals and bed space at Kingsbridge Hospital).  District Cllr O’Callaghan gave a situation report on recent matters and stated that she was not content with the responses from DCPT.  Members were also unhappy and felt that several matters required addressing, for example: data on number of injuries, availability of bed space, and reasons for different MIUs’ opening hours in the South Hams.  It was RESOLVED to invite a representative of Devon Primary Care Trust to address KTC.
07/299
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL (FOOTPATH NO.15, KINGSBRIDGE) DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 2006  

Members were in receipt of DCC’s reply to KTC’s request for a Judicial Review 

in order to challenge the Planning Inspectorate’s decision not to approve a

modification order for Footpath No.15.  DCC did not consider there was any

basis for such a review given that, while parties may not agree with the

Inspector’s decision, it had to be accepted that it was technically sound, based
on the evidence available to the Inspector and judged by the relevant legal
tests. 

Cllr Gilbert reported that prior to the meeting KTC had received an address from

the architect and developers proposing to develop Moule’s Boatyard.  The plans 

would include 2 footpaths; one along the waterside and another raised path

along the Embankment Road which was anticipated to be adopted by DCC. 

It was RESOLVED to adopt a 4-way strategy to secure Footpath No.15 as a

public right of way and take the following actions:

· Request County Cllr Julian Brazil to pursue a Judicial Review.
· Make representations to SHDC, when the plans were received to redevelop Moules Boatyard, for a Section 106 Agreement to safeguard a waterside footpath.
· Approach landowners and seek to negotiate an agreement for formal dedication of a footpath which would meet the approval of all parties.

· Cite all new evidence provided by local residents and make application for a further Modification Order.

07/300
CLERK’S REPORT

300.1
Devon Youth Service – Street Based Youth Project.  Karen Price & Vicky Smith were to conduct a 3 month-long street based youth project on Friday nights to identify and work with young people in and around the town centre.  The project was aimed at 13 to 19 year olds and an article promoting the project would feature in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette.
300.2
Rental of Room 9, Quay House.  Saltstone Caring Limited had confirmed its wishes to rent Room 9 in Quay House following Sue Adams (Floor Prints) departure.  The occupancy was to commence on 1 May 2008 subject to KTC’s standard fees and terms.

300.3
KTC meeting with SHDC/Police – 15 April 2008.  A number of members conducted a ‘walkabout’ of Quay Car Park and the Town Square Market.  A wash-up was held attended by Ian Hosking (SHDC Street Scene Officer), Carol Trant (SHDC Farmers’ Market Co-Ordinator), Insp Phil Chivers, Sgt Jane Corkhill and PC Jane Flatman.  The walkabout/meeting had been beneficial and had discussed a range of current matters:
· Car Park Meter Notices – KTC had already addressed the issue with SHDC and underlined its wishes for clearly worded notices/instructions to purchase tickets.  SHDC was to review.
· Speeding – KTC highlighted speeding was an issue and this was confirmed by the Police.  SHDC was to study what traffic calming measures could be put in place and whether speed limit signage is required.
· Town Square Weekday Market – KTC alerted SHDC to a range of issues.  SHDC was to action accordingly alongside the local market representative Paul Chapman.

300.4
Extra Town Square Market.  Paul Chapman, town square market representative, had requested an additional market on Wednesday 28 May 2008; the rents to be donated to Kingsbridge In Bloom and SHDC was content.

Members supported the proposal.
300.5
Moorcar Car Club.  Members received an explanatory letter from Moorcar Car Club (a members’ co-operative and not-for-profit business) detailing its operations in South Devon.  The intention was to commence fund raising for a vehicle to be based in Kingsbridge.  Members supported the proposal.  
300.6
Community Listening Events – Local Government Review in Devon.  DCC proposed to hold further Listening Events across Devon to promote the Review to local organisations, for example local Chamber of Commerce/Trade and schools.  The Kingsbridge event was to take place at 1900 on Monday 19 May 2008 in Quay House.
07/301
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

301.1   Cllrs Howarth & Rees had held a meeting with CABE (Commission for

Architecture and the Built Environment) consultants regarding an open space
strategy for the town.  It was intended to concentrate on Duncombe Park and 
the Recreation Ground.  A further meeting was planned during the following 
week. 

301.2   Cllr Howarth had also attended the recent South Devon Coastal Local 
Action Group (SDCLAG) presentation at the Community College.  Several
projects had been earmarked for funding applications:  local service delivery,
regeneration of Lower Union Road, CABE work, visitor centre, Coombe Royal
and new/improved footpaths. 

301.3   Cllr Williams had met with PC Paul Chesworth & PCSO Jordan Mitchell 

and John Speed to discuss a proposed ‘show and shine’ car competition for 

younger drivers.  John would also invite classic cars to attend.

301.4   Cllrs Griffin & Thorning had attended a meeting of South Hams

Homestart earlier that day.

301.5   Cllr Balkwill had attended a recent meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees.
07/302
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


There was no payment of accounts schedule to be approved.

07/303
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.





07/304
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

304.1
Cllr Romanos asked whether any feedback had been received from SHDC regarding KTC’s request to re-open the Recreation Ground’s public toilets.  The Clerk replied that nil news had been received to date.  Cllr Howarth would hasten a response.
304.2
Cllr Howarth asked whether any feedback had been received regarding the proposal for Torbay Council to monitor KTC’s CCTV system.  The Clerk replied that he had spoken to the Town Centre Manager recently and would hasten if no further news had been received shortly.
07/305
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public and press left the Chamber

07/306
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Clerk reported that it would not be necessary to suspend Standing Orders in order to hold a secret ballot for the election of deputy town mayor as only one nomination had been received.  The nomination was for Cllr Yates.

07/307
ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR MAYORAL YEAR 2008/2009

Cllr Yates thanked members for their support and he was looking forward to
taking up his new position. 

07/308
DERBY ROAD DEVELOPMENT LAND

Luscombe Maye had received tenders for the Derby Road Development Land

by the deadline of noon 18 April 2008 which were sighted by members.  It was

RESOLVED to accept a tender, subject to contract, and instruct Luscombe
Maye and Bartons Solicitors to conduct the sale. 
The meeting closed at 2007.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.
Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes of

22 April 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Lawrence Townsend made a statement as the Christian Aid representative for Kingsbridge & District Churches Together.
Further to his statement at the last council meeting, Mr Townsend stated that preparations for Christian Aid Week 11 to 17 May 2008 were progressing well.  He had hired the Bandstand for 10th May to hold a music event and had requested local TV to report on the matter.  All support was welcome.
Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Townsend for his statement.
2.   Wendy Bolt, Amanda Bloomer, Ian Goodwin and Jinx Martin made statements regarding the decision by the Planning Inspectorate not to confirm the Modification Order 2006 (Definitive Map Review) for Footpath No.15 Kingsbridge.

The salient points follow:

· A number of residents, who had written to DCC requesting recognition as a public footpath, had been informed that “User Evidence Forms” were required rather than individual letters.

· DCC did not support a challenge to the decision via a judicial review.

· Townspeople were aware that a number of options were open to KTC to prevent landowners preventing public usage however, a new modification order was the favoured option. 

Cllr Gilbert responded that members would be discussing the matter shortly at a formal agenda item at the meeting.  The Town Clerk would investigate whether letters of support were sufficient or user evidence forms were required.
