
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil

District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

Three Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/119

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Bob Freeman, Mike Howarth, Kate Lynn and Jax Williams.  

Public Open Forum

Mr John Speed made the statement at Annex A.

08/120
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
120.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for September 2008.  A total of

30 crimes had been committed compared to 36 crimes in June 2007.  The breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 5, criminal damage to motor vehicle 2, burglary (other) 3, theft/fraud 8, criminal damage 1, assault/violence 8, and others 3.  The Community College had been entered on 3 occasions and IT equipment had been stolen; 3 persons had been arrested that day for an offence committed there overnight and property had been recovered.  The assaults included incidents of Actual Bodily Harm.  A male had been arrested and charged following an incident in Kingsway Park; 2 offenders had been identified and remained to be arrested following an incident outside the Regal Club; and a female remained to be arrested following an offence outside Fusions Night Club.  A male had been arrested and charged following a wounding incident in Hurrell Road.  Finally, a suspect remained to be interviewed after an offence of Grievous Bodily Harm.  The latter was only the second incident of GBH during Insp Chivers term of office.  
Insp Chivers also reported on the Neighourhood Police Team’s activities.  He welcomed Police Community Support Officer Hawkes to the town as the new PCSO.  He was very familiar with Kingsbridge having worked in the town previously as a Special Constable and also lived in the area.  His appointment  had returned the team to full strength.  PCSO Hawkes and PC Chesworth were working late shifts every Friday and targeted anti-social behaviour.  Section 27 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act was ongoing.  Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) could now be issued to 16 and 17 year olds; fining them for drinking in the non-alcohol zone.  The town and surrounding area had been hit with marine crime throughout the summer months.  He wished to thank Boatwatch for their commitment, dedication and assistance to local Police.  In order to combat crime a number of operations had taken place including force-wide initiatives involving the Road Crime Unit and Automatic Number Plate Recognition team.  Local operations had also been run by the Neighbourhood Team.  The operations had seen a number of arrests leading to extensive enquiries both locally and further afield.  PC Chesworth and the Clerk had set up a joint bi-monthly surgery in order to give townspeople the opportunity to discuss matters in a non-confrontational manner.  This was another great example of partnership work between the Police and KTC.  Finally, visits and patrols of the Community College had commenced in order to engage more with pupils and teachers.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber

120.2   County Cllr Brazil reported that the town had an excellent Police force and Insp Chivers and his team should be commended for their work.  He detailed DCC’s position regarding local authorities’ current banking problems.  DCC had no monies in Icelandic banks having withdrawn all its monies from banks 6 weeks previously and placed it in government bonds.  It was recognised that the interest accrued may not be as high as in banks however, the monies were secure.  DCC had also taken the viewpoint that Icelandic banks were unstable but it was interesting that some authorities were still investing in them very recently.  He considered the latter action to be verging on negligence.  Furthermore, he reported that DCC did not use consultants for advice and made all decisions in-house.
The Children’s Centre at the Primary School was moving forward and he anticipated that the next meeting in December would be held in the new building.  The rationale behind the new centre was to fill gaps in provision of services e.g. pre-school.  He appealed that should councillors hear that young children were not getting the right service that they should contact the new centre.  The Invest in Devon meeting had been held recently and County Cllr Greenslade was to visit Kingsbridge to further discuss the Centre for Kingsbridge Community (CKC) project.  The consultation period for the Local Government Review of Devon had finished and the Boundary Committee had to report to the Secretary of State with their findings by 31 December 2008.  Subsequently, the Secretary of State had to make a decision by the end of February 2009.  Finally, he reported that he had attended a meeting of the Executive Committee that day.  Youth nights in South Hams’ Leisure Centres were to be funded for the remainder of the current financial year and had been secured for financial year 2009/10.  The events had been particularly successful in Dartmouth which had witnessed a dramatic drop in anti-social behaviour; the events in Kingsbridge did not achieve high attendance figures.

120.3   District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that she had attended the council meeting of 25th September where she had asked 2 questions.  Firstly, regarding partial fares within the new over-60s’ bus pass scheme.  Cllr Bastone had answered that the start time of 9.30 a.m. was due to be reviewed once usage figures had been obtained from the bus companies.  However, it was feasible to commence a trip before 9.30 a.m., get off the bus subsequently, and re-board to complete the journey using the free concessionary pass.   Secondly, she had queried delivery of the latest South Hams magazine in a plastic wrapping which appeared to be at odds with an article detailing the amount of rubbish going to landfill.  Cllr Bastone had replied that the method of delivery was a one-off as it had been necessary for information to be provided to residents on the Local Government Review in Devon as early as possible.  It had been agreed to adopt the Affordable Housing Development Plan Document.  A concessionary car parking scheme for residents was to be trialled for a 12 month period at a cost of £10 per permit.  Pre-planning advice for town and parish councils, charities and non-profit making organisations would be free of charge.  A recent Community Policy Development Group had addressed the BT Payphone Removal Programme.  BT had now offered the opportunity for local councils to adopt and sponsor red telephone boxes.  Devon Home Choice had been proposed as the agency to let all social housing across the county and had been agreed within all local authority districts.  New arrangements were due to go live by late 2009 and it was anticipated that the system would be easier for tenants to bid for properties.  Locally, it was envisaged that 10% of homes available would be available to people from outside the South Hams.  Ian Hosking (SHDC Street Scene Officer) had approved 10 mph signs for Quay Car Park and had agreed to research further traffic calming measures in the locale.  It was agreed, to convene a meeting to determine a way forward.  Finally, she queried the lack of detailed plans for refurbishment of the Quay public toilets; Cllr Gilbert commented that a planning application was currently in the system and had been seen by KTC.

Cllr Balkwill asked when the residents parking scheme would commence.  Cllr O’Callaghan replied that some working-up was required regarding ownership of the permits, i.e. individuals or vehicles, thereafter a start date would be publicised. 

Cllr McGing asked how accessible the Devon Home Choice would be noting that it was likely that not all customers would have access to IT.  Cllr O’Callaghan replied that newsletters would be distributed, an automated phone line would be available and all avenues for communication were to be covered.    

Cllr Washington entered the Chamber

120.4   District Cllr Gilbert reported that SHDC had actioned a successful prosecution of fly-tipping which sent out a strong message that such behaviour would not be tolerated.  He had promoted the Local Sporting Heroes awards to local sports clubs to ensure that Kingsbridge people were considered.  Finally, he noted that SHDC had £1.25m in Icelandic Banks, which were now in administration, within a total banking investment of £20m.  The most recent investment had been made in early September for a 3 month period to mature in early December 2008.  Advice had been taken from a ratings list which had detailed the bank involved as “A-rated”; it was acknowledged that work was required on the methodology for ratings.  

08/121

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

08/122

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

08/123

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 23 September 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
08/124

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 7 October 2008.
08/125

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 30 September 2008. 

08/126
CLERK’S REPORT

126.1
Annual Audit – Financial Year 2007/08.  The annual return for year ended 31 March 2008 had been signed off by the external auditor with nil pick up points.

126.2
Fore Street – Pedestrian Safety Works.  John Halliday and Rob Richards (DCC Highways) had presented the plans to Cllrs Gilbert, Yates & Washington and Paul Dorey (Chamber of Commerce) on 24th September.  The programme was:

1. Commence 5 January 2009 for 10 weeks.

2. Details of works held by Town Clerk and placed on Quay House Notice Board.

3. Local residents and traders to receive notification.

4. Fore Street to be closed from Sunday 11 January 2009 to Friday 6 February 2009 (3 weeks) and again from Monday 2 March 2009 to Friday 13 March 2009 (2 weeks).

5. Deliveries to be directed to the top of Fore Street and would be required to reverse down under escort.

6. Utilities companies informed that no digging would be allowed for the following 18 months unless in case of emergency.

126.3
Duncombe Street Road Closure – Revised Date.  The original schedule for re-surfacing for late January 2009 had been amended to Monday 5 to Friday 9 January 2009 in order to dovetail into the Fore Street works (detailed at agenda item 126.2).
126.4
A-Frames – Town Centre.  A number of A-frames had appeared on footpaths recently advertising various shops which may be in breach of DCC regulations.  John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer) was to forward details of current legislation.  KTC would send letters to relevant traders advising them of their responsibilities.

126.5
Sorley Cross – Road Safety Matters.  The Clerk had hosted a meeting of DCC, Police and local parishes on 25th September.  Various suggestions had been made by Churchstow & Loddiswell Parish Councils to alleviate perceived road safety issues e.g. gantry warning lights, roundabout and traffic lights.  However, the current number of reported incidents did not justify further DCC expenditure.  A way forward was agreed for Churchstow PC to call a further meeting of local councils to formulate a list of options to be considered by DCC.

126.6
Footpath No.15 – Update.  It was likely that KTC’s request for a new modification order, after investigation by Helen Buckingham (DCC Public Rights of Way Officer), would be received by DCC’s Public Rights of Way Committee at its meeting in March 2009.

126.7
Christmas Lights Appeal 2008.  It had been hoped to raise over £6,000 for Fore Street and Embankment Road/Quay area; with Mill Street and Bridge Street traders collecting locally for their own sector lights.  The appeal for donations from local traders was not doing particularly well with less than £1,500 collected to date; there were probably many reasons for this.  Therefore the Quay area lights had been shelved which would cut the overall cost by approximately £1,500.  Funding of lights for 2009 was to be discussed by the Finance Committee shortly.

126.8
Letter of thanks from Cllr Basil Cane.  A kind thank you letter had been received (dated 6 October 2008) detailing Cllr & Mrs Cane’s appreciation of the welcome they had received during recent visits to Kingsbridge:  Glove Hanging Ceremony, Kingsbridge Show and Civic Service.

126.7
Kingsbridge Open Spaces – Phase 2 Exhibition.  Plans were to be  displayed at Quayside Leisure Centre from Friday 17th October for one week.  The public would have the opportunity to make comments.

126.8
South Devon AONB.  Annual Forum to take place at 1830 on Friday 17 October 2008 at Yealmpton Community College, Yealmpton.
126.9
Saltstone Group.  Next meeting to take place at 1900 on Monday 20 October 2008 at Quay House.  Phil Norrey (Chief Executive, DCC) was to present DCC’s submission for “A Unitary Authority for Devon”; to be followed by a Question & Answer session.
126.10 SHDC Parish Cluster Meeting – Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area.  Next meeting to take place at 1900 on Tuesday 21 October 2008 at Cliff House, Salcombe.

126.11 Waste Management Proposal for South West Devon.  A series of public consultation events were to take place around the area.  The closest to Kingsbridge was at 1600-2000 on Thursday 23 October 2008 at The Watermark, Ivybridge.

126.12 Remembrance Sunday.  Members were requested to assemble in the Town Square at 1030 to be marched off at 1045 by the British Legion.

126.13 SHDC Budget Consultation Meeting with Town & Parish Councils.  An invitation had been received for 2 members to attend at 1830 for 1900 on Wednesday 12 November 2008 in the Council Chamber, Follaton House, Totnes.

08/127
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
127.1   Cllr Binns had attended the South Hams Local Strategic Partnership meeting held on 27th September; members from Dartmouth, Ivybridge and Totnes town councils had also attended and a series of reports were received.  The aim of the partnership was to improve strategic co-ordination and communication between key agencies and organisations within the South Hams and to promote social, economic and environmental well-being.  A Sustainable Community Action Plan Workshop was to be held shortly.  The Local Area Agreement listed a number of actions some of which had been identified as closely linked with the South Hams Sustainable Community Strategy.  

127.2   Cllr Binns had also attended a meeting of the local Agenda 21 Group.  The group had been dormant for a while however, an overview was provided of local events with a focus on sustainability and members were alerted to the Grassroots project website.

127.3
Cllr Griffin had entered a KTC team for the South Hams Quiz evening on 6th November.

127.4
Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees, alongside Cllr Balkwill.  The development of Derby Road had been discussed.

127.5
Cllr Washington had also attended a meeting of the Twinning Society.

08/128
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 14 October 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £11,658.93 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/129
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN –


FINANCE COMMITTEE

There was no business to be brought forward.
08/130
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.

The meeting closed at 2010.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.
Annex A to

KTC Minutes dated

14 October 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
Mr John Speed
Mr Speed stated that a Youth Market was to take place on Saturday 18th October at the Town Hall to include many new stalls.  

Cllr Gilbert

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Speed for his statement and welcomed the enthusiasm and initiative of the town’s young people.
