MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




County Cllr Sir Simon Day




District Cllr Jeff Beer




Police Inspector Roger Williams




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Angela Johnson, 02(UK)Ltd




Rob Sinclair, Turner & Partners




12 parishioners

06/153
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from District Cllr Roadknight and Cllrs Eric Heavisides, Alex Marwood, Ken Prowse & Keith Wingate

Public Open Forum

Mrs Denise O’Callaghan, Chairperson of Kingsbridge Against Masts (KAM) made the statement at Annex A.

06/154
MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS PLANNING PROPOSAL

Angela Johnson introduced herself as the Community Relations Manager of O2(UK)Ltd and her colleague Rob Sinclair was the Acquisition Manager for the company’s agents Turner & Partners.  She was very content to make a presentation on a planning proposal for a mobile phone radio base station at the junction of Cookworthy Road and Lower Union Road, Kingsbridge.  Angela Johnson read out a statement from O2(UK) Ltd and made her own comments which included:

· Investment in mobile phone technology in Kingsbridge was vital.
· A back-up of masts was required to support more mobile phones. 

· A notice had been placed at the proposed site and a letter drop within 100m of the location.
· The site was the most carefully chosen location within the optimum coverage area.
· The mast would be disguised as a telegraph pole.
· Other potential sites had been surveyed and discounted.
· The site would complete O2’s mobile phone requirement for the town.
· The base station would be International Commission on Non-ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) compliant.
· Exposure levels from living near to mobile phone base stations were extremely low and there was no evidence that it posed a risk to health.
· A roll-out programme of all proposed sites had been sent to all district councils.
· Initial consultations had taken place with local councils and MPs.
· The local planning authority had been informed; it was SHDC that advised of signage and 100m letter drops.
· The proposed site was within an industrial area.
· The very nature of mobile phone technology necessitated the need for more masts which were required to be positioned where people used their phones.
· There was no planning guidance which detailed recommendations of distances to nearby housing.
· The 5 mobile phone operators have different networks and currently operators cannot amalgamate their tasks.
· A local farmer’s land had been investigated as a location, and rejected as being too far away.
· Her experience of public meetings was that they did not tend to achieve very much however, she was content to hold a drop-in session at the council offices where O2 could field individual enquiries from townspeople.
Rob Sinclair reported on the other site locations which had been researched:

· BT Exchange in Fore Street – this had been refused for mobile phone usage by SHDC previously and had not been well received by townspeople.
· A pylon off Cookworthy Road – this was at the end of a run of high voltage overhead lines and could not be used for technical reasons.
· A farm to the north of the town – this was too far way to enable coverage.
· Existing NTL tower to the south west of the town at Auton Cross – again this would not give the required 3G coverage to the town as it was too far away.
Cllr Child thanked the O2 representatives for their presentation.  He asked if any complaints had been received regarding current mobile phone reception in the town.  Angela Johnson replied that while reception was currently adequate it was nearing capacity.  The requirement was to invest in 3G technology now for future usage.  Cllr Child enquired whether users would need new phones; she replied that current phones will work for some time.  Cllr Child commented that it was difficult for a layman to understand the scenario given the current good coverage.  She responded that a new base station was required as an in-fill as existing masts would not allow for coverage in 3 to 5 years time.  Cllr Child queried whether the whole county would see masts placed at regular intervals.  She responded that mobile operators had to build new masts and there was no option.  All 5 operators may be able to share facilities eventually.  Currently there were 45,000 masts nationwide which would probably rise to over 50,000 next year. 

Cllr Holwill questioned how the consultation process had been managed.  Angela Johnson replied that local councils and MPs had received their proposal by letter.  

Cllr Johnson enquired why 3G technology was required and what was so different than the current system.  Angela Johnson responded that the new system would allow access to more services e.g. internet and banking via mobile phones.

Cllr Freeman commented that public meetings can be non-productive but the suggestion of a surgery in Quay House was a good idea.  Angela Johnson re-stated that she was very happy to hold a surgery.

Cllr Hill stated that the real issue appeared to be a perceived fear of possible physical effects from mobile phone mast radiation from sites in close proximity to housing.  Angela Johnson responded that exposure to electromagnetic radiation from the TV mast at Crystal Palace was greater than the sum of all the mobile phone masts in the country.

District Cllr Beer considered that public meetings were worthwhile and he had written on 20 September 2006 requesting for one but he had not received a reply to date.  He repeated his invitation for O2 to hold a public meeting.  Angela Johnson replied that she was content to hold a public meeting, if it was wanted, and for Cllr Beer to chair.  Cllr Beer responded that he would formally write again.

Cllr Child thanked everyone for their participation in the debate.  He confirmed that O2(UK)Ltd had agreed to address enquires regarding its proposal for a mobile phone base station in the town by holding a surgery in Quay House and a public meeting.

O2(UK)Ltd representatives & members of the public left the Chamber 

06/155
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

155.1
County Cllr Sir Simon Day reported that he had been a member of the Devon & Cornwall Policy Authority for many years and was very happy to see Kingsbridge’s new Police Inspector, Roger Williams, in the Chamber that evening.  He had recently been involved in reviewing the current road works programme in Churchstow and he anticipated that the situation would be better managed from now on.  At County Hall he was no longer the leader of the opposition or the council however, he continued to represent DCC at the South West Regional Assembly but noted that the Conservatives would abolish it.

155.2
County Cllr Brazil congratulated the council on organising the meeting with O2(UK)Ltd that evening and considered the input from Denise O’Callaghan (KAM) & Angela Johnson (O2) had been very worthwhile.  It was good news that a public meeting was to be held.  He remained unconvinced that 3G technology was the way forward but acknowledged that business may require it.  He was very pleased that DCC had given the go ahead for bollards to replace the wooden planters in the Promenade, Embankment Road.  He confirmed the transfer of traffic warden responsibilities from the Police to DCC in 2008; this would not be perceived as a revenue raising exercise and he would request for consultation with the town council before any new measures were put in place.

Cllr Holwill commented that he hoped the appointment of a new Chief Constable for Devon & Cornwall Police would not see the mistakes that occurred during the previous incumbent’s tenure.  County Cllr Day replied that he was not a member of the selection board last time.

Cllr Johnson commented that there may be a mistrust of DCC taking over traffic warden responsibilities and cautioned that the project would have to be well sold.

155.3
District Cllr Beer stated that he had made a report only 2 weeks previously.  He was delighted that a public meeting was to be held regarding O2(UK)Ltd’s mobile phone radio mast proposal for the town.  SHDC’s Public Space Strategy consultation paper had just been sent out and he looked forward to receiving the council’s comments on it.

155.4
District Cllr Thorning had nothing to report.

155.5
Insp Williams introduced himself as the town’s new police inspector and said that he was delighted with his appointment.  He reported that he had completed 29 years service; 50% in the Metropolitan Police and 50% with Devon & Cornwall stationed in Plymouth, Torquay, Exeter and currently over 5 at Ivybridge.  Devon & Cornwall Constabulary was one of 43 Home Office Police forces; and all had to take measures to combat the threat of terrorism while maintaining the policing of their regional issues.  Devon & Cornwall was currently undergoing a review of its operations and an outcome was the change in sector management locally within the South & West Devon Basic Command Unit.  A key aspect was the development of Neighbourhood Policing Teams which would include Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs), Specials and Community Wardens to be led by Police Sergeants; he believed this initiative would provide good continuity for local people.  He saw his new role as very much Ivybridge and Kingsbridge; rather than his new duties merely being an addition to his current task.  The area could not be viewed as a community as a whole as both towns had distinct cultures.  However, from a Police perspective both towns were at risk from criminal activity in Plymouth.  Therefore while the sector represented a low crime area there was a high fear of crime.  Both towns had anti-social behaviour concerns.  In summary, there were some exciting challenges ahead. 

Cllr Child stated that he had written to the Commander of S&W Devon BCU regarding the sector management changes.  He noted that the inspector’s responsibility for Ivybridge’s population of 12,000 would now double in size and thanked Insp Williams for his reassurance of the value of Neighbourhood Police Teams.  However, some prior consultation of the recent changes would have allayed some fears.

Cllr Johnson commented that a recent Police Liaison meeting in Modbury had highlighted the public’s concerns with PCSOs.  Moreover, Salcombe had a PCSO but low level crime added up and the town needed PCSOs too.  Insp Williams replied that there would be 535 PCSOs by 2008 with 116 in the BCU.   Recruitment was underway and Kingsbridge would have 2 PCSOs in the New Year as training was to commence in January.  They would provide much assistance to the NBM, PC Chesworth.  

Cllr Holwill noted that the council had good working relationships with all local officers and he hoped it would continue.  He also thanked the Police for their positive response to an incident the previous Sunday morning which had required armed units to be deployed.  

Cllr Hill noted that the council had held a successful joint consultation day with the Kingsbridge Police force early in the year and enquired if it was possible to maintain the positive profile within an extended area.  Insp Williams replied that only time would tell but he was confident that the job could be done; in particular, he always valued his accountability to elected members of the community.

District Cllr Beer stated that PCSOs finished work at 2200 and enquired if it was possible to challenge this as they needed to be employed beyond such time.  Insp Williams replied that 2200 was a national time limit.  PCSOs were not supposed to be involved in confrontational activity and would need to be trained in, for example, CS gas and baton use to conduct such a role.  The PCSO concept was to provide a high Police visibility within local communities and the reassurance of a Police presence; too much training may counter this role.

County Cllrs Brazil & Day, District Cllr Beer & Insp Williams left the Chamber
06/156
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no Urgent Business.

06/157
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Freeman declared a personal interest in agenda item 06/160 ‘Planning Committee’; sub-item 06/68.2 ‘Works to trees at 148 Church St, Kingsbridge’.

Cllrs Hill & Holwill declared personal interests in agenda item 06/160 ‘Planning Committee’; sub-items 06/69.4 & 06/69.5 ‘Listed Building Consent & Amendments to approved plan 28/0918/06/F at 33 Fore St, Kingsbridge’.

06/158
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24 October 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to 2 minor amendments.

06/159
TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  He commented that the Friday Youth Nights at the leisure centre were jogging along however, the project was still in its infancy.  Cllr Freeman congratulated the mayor on a busy week.  
06/160
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 7 November    2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Of 3 planning decisions received, 2 were in accordance with the council’s recommendations however, the objection for 2 semi-detached dwellings at 40 Embankment Road had been approved by SHDC.  Three items of tree works/correspondence had been received.  It was Recommended for SHDC to replace the 2 trees which had been vandalised in the town square; for tree surgery to one tree in a Conservation Area; and to fell 4 trees with Tree Preservation Orders.

It was Recommended to approve all 7 planning applications received.  Business brought up under Any Further Current Planning Matters was noted.

It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

06/161
TOWN COUNCILLOR CASUAL VACANCY

Cllr Child reported that the vacancy had occurred within 6 months of the forthcoming local elections in May 2007, therefore there was no requirement to advertise to parishioners for a by-election.  However, the council could co-opt a new member if required.  It was RESOLVED to not co-opt a new town councillor to fill the casual vacancy.  
06/162
CLERK’S REPORT

162.1
Feedback from council meeting of 24 October 2006.  All actions taken.

162.2
Neighbourhood Policing – Ch Supt Marsden’s SWD/bm/7207f/SP of        

24 October 2006 & the Chairman’s response of 6 November 2006.  Members were in receipt of the letters that examined the recent changes in local sector management and neighbourhood policing.  Insp Williams was to conduct a ‘town walkabout’ with Cllr Child & the Clerk on Friday 17 November 2006, and to hold discussions on current issues on completion in Quay House to which all members were invited.  
162.3
Responses from members of the Town Consultation Panel to council’s letter of 2 October 2006 (re: town planning & local quality of life issues).  The Clerk had received 7 responses to date from:  Kingsbridge Community College, KM United FC, SH Theatregoers Club, Rotary Club, KSAP, KATS & SH Hospital League of Friends.  They were available for members to sight in the Clerk’s Office.  
162.4
South Hams Town Mayors’ meeting with SHDC’s Leader of the Council & Chief Executive at 1130 on Friday 24 November 2006 at Totnes Guildhall.  The Clerk detailed the same, which would be an opportunity for the Chairmen of the 5 town councils to discuss current matters. 

162.5
Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21’s thank you letter of 24 October 2006 (Local Food 
Fair).  The Clerk detailed the same.

162.6
SHDC’s thank you letter of 26 October 2006 (Visit by District Cllr Carson).  The Clerk detailed the same.

162.7
Devon Towns Forum invitation to a Gala Evening on Tuesday 12 December 2006 to celebrate the work of the communities of Devon that are ‘Making A Difference’.  The Clerk made members aware of the invitation.

162.8
DCC’s Highway Structural Maintenance Notice – A379 Bantham Roundabout to Palegates (road closure to be changed from daytime to night time from Tuesday 7 November 2006).  The Clerk detailed that the council had received prior notification.

162.9
DCC’s Temporary Road Closure – Embankment Road, Kingsbridge: 1045-1145 Sunday 12 November 2006. The Clerk detailed that the council had received prior notification.

162.10 SHDC’s Executive Forward Plan of 26 October 2006 (to include situation report on item PS.9/06: ‘Development Proposals at Kingsbridge’).  Members received a ‘cut-up’ of SHDC’s Meeting of the Executive minutes of 9 November 2006 that detailed the topic.

162.11 Response from DCC re: taxi bays in Bridge Street, Kingsbridge.  Following the council’s request for re-designation of the taxi bays DCC had responded stating it would wish to see the taxi bays utilised for disabled parking rather than short-term general parking.  Any change would need to be administered via a Traffic Order with a subsequent public consultation period.  Cllr Freeman, who had sponsored the topic, was content with the way forward.

162.12 SHDC free car parking days over Christmas period.  The Clerk detailed the following:

· Saturday 2nd December (Farmers Market) all day free parking.
· Sunday 17th December (Farmers Market & Nicks Fair) all day free parking.
· Friday 22nd December free parking from 1700 onwards.

162.13 Tor Homes invitation to affordable housing project at the Old Council Depot, Kingsbridge.  Tor Homes have given preliminary notification that it intended to invite district & town councillors, and others, to look around the new housing project at 1100 on Tuesday 28 November 2006 with lunch to follow at the Kings Arms

162.14 Flower Planters - The Promenade, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge.  Further to County Cllr Brazil’s report, the Clerk detailed that DCC had requested the council to consult with local residents regarding the new proposal for bollards in the locale.  The Clerk would action accordingly. 

162.15 SHDC Public Space Strategy.  Further to District Cllr Beer’s report, the Clerk detailed that the consultation document had been received, to be placed before the next Policy Committee for consideration.  This would still allow time to meet the deadline for replies of early January 2007.
06/163
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

163.1 Members were in receipt of Cllr Heavisides’ report of his attendance at 

the South Hams Freight Quality Partnership meeting of 30 October 2006.

163.2 Cllr Johnson had attended a meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice 

Bureau on 26 October 2006 where, amongst others, debt counselling had been discussed.

163.3 Cllr Cowling had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21

Group on 6 November 2006.  Members were very enthusiastic and would be making a response to the council’s recent letter regarding quality of life issues.

06/164
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 14 November 2006.  Cllr Hill queried the budget figure for the recent staircase works; the Clerk replied that the works had come within the budget of £5,000.00.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £13,122.34 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/165
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.

06/166
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

166.1 Cllr Holwill asked members if it was correct for a councillor to criticise a 

member of staff in a letter to the Gazette; referring to Cllr Marwood’s comments regarding the Clerk’s place of residence being located some distance from his place of work.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that he had paid little attention to the remark and members agreed that it was not a matter for concern.

166.2 Cllr Johnson commented that the Chairman of the council should chair

the public meeting, regarding the mobile phone mast proposal, rather than a district councillor.  Cllr Child replied that he had not been personally affronted by the proposal but could see that as a matter of protocol it may be wise for himself to take a key role when the meeting is held.

166.3
Cllr Hill asked for a report on the CCTV project for the town square area.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, gave a briefing on the current situation.  The local Police had proposed that any system should be monitored, but currently there was no scope to join the Teignbridge scheme.  Insp Morgan had attended a recent meeting and a way forward report was awaited which may suggest making approaches to other monitored systems in the region.  It was agreed that CCTV needed to be kept alive by frequent reports at council meetings.

The meeting closed at 2030.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Kingsbridge


Town Council’s Minutes


Dated 14 Nov ember 2006

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

Mrs Denise O’Callaghan’s Statement

Mrs O’Callaghan stated that she was the Chairperson of Kingsbridge Against Masts (KAM).  The aim of the group was to keep 3G mobile phone masts out of the town centre of Kingsbridge.  While District Cllr Beer had called for a public meeting she was aware that this was not a public meeting however, she wished to raise some points regarding the proposal for a mobile phone radio mast at the junction of Cookworthy Road and Lower Union Road:

· She felt that very few people were aware of the proposal but noted that comments were required by 1 December 2006.
· A notice had been placed at the site however, people were more likely to drive past the site rather than walking past it and greater publicity was required.
· Nothing had appeared to date in the local newspaper.
· She saw no evidence of consultation notwithstanding that keen consultation is suggested in such cases.
· A large housing site was within 200m of the site.
· Quay Autos was opposite the site.
· The Warden for a nearby sheltered housing development had no knowledge of the proposal.
· The notification letter had announced the site as being the best option in the town however, Three’s proposed location for a previous planning application, for a similar project, had been rubbished by O2(UK)Ltd
      therefore it was difficult to know who to believe.
· Turner & Partners had explored other sites which had been deemed unsuitable however, she was aware of a local farmer who may be willing for the build on his land and this should be explored in the first instance.
Chairman’s Reply

Cllr Child responded that no planning application had been received and the council had only received a letter of intent regarding the proposal.  At the council’s request representatives from O2(UK)Ltd and Turner & Partners were to present the proposal that evening, this was a big improvement from the previous mobile phone company which had been reluctant to address the council.

