
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 14 APRIL 2009

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Sgt Jane Corkhill

Three Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/228
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from County Cllr Julian Brazil, Cllr Anne Balkwill, Cllr David Thorning and Inspector Phil Chivers.
Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

08/229
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

229.1   Sgt Corkhill reported on crime statistics for March 2009.  A total of 26 crimes had been committed compared to 22 crimes in March 2008.  The breakdown for March 2009 crimes was:  theft from motor vehicle 2, criminal damage to motor vehicle 4, burglary (other) 1, theft/fraud 2, criminal damage 4, assault/violence 8, drugs 2 and others 3.  The total crimes for 2008/09 was 358 compared to 352 in 2007/08.  Crime detection was 22.2% which was the highest in Devon.    

A suspect had been identified following a theft from a public house, a person was on Police bail regarding an offence of ABH in Rack Park, enquires were ongoing following 3 assaults at the Regal Club, a suspect had been identified from an assault at the Hermitage public house and there had been an assault at the Seven Stars public house.  All of the latter offences had involved the night time economy.  A new team headed by Sgt Marsh had been allocated to the Kingsbridge area; the team gave much support to current operations.  A drugs warrant had been issued during the previous weekend and a person was on bail.  Alcohol had been seized from 6 individuals in the Quay area.  Boy racers had been causing disturbances early on Friday evenings and then returned after midnight and at times up to 4.00 a.m. the following morning.  Traffic Police had been tasked to try to resolve the situation. 

Cllr Freeman stated that he was very pleased with the local Police team and their commendable crime detection statistics; his comments gained much support from his fellow councillors.  Cllr Gilbert reported that he had been made aware of a Police award scheme for young persons.  Sgt Corkhill would research and report back to the Clerk.
Sgt Corkhill left the Chamber

229.2   District Cllr Howarth reported that the latest consultation from the Boundary Committee had the same recommendations as their original proposals in July 2008.  The financial assessments had altered which suggested that an Exeter & Exmouth unitary authority alongside a Devon unitary was the most sustainable.  However, it appeared that 2 unitary authorities paid back transition costs in 4.5 years while a single whole-Devon unitary repaid such costs in 3.5 years.  The latest consultation would be received by a forthcoming KTC Policy Committee.  Moreover, 2 unitary authorities would involve a complex exchange of funds in order to introduce and require a keen co-operation which he considered may be an optimistic assumption.  In summary, he believed the proposal for 2 unitary authorities was a political fudge in order to achieve the result which central government wanted.  He suggested that previous consultation comments by KTC in September 2008 still applied.  Cllr Romanos commented that anticipated transitional costs in Cornwall had been estimated at £17m however, at the end of the last financial year, had reached over £60m.  It was agreed to devolve the latest consultation response to the Policy Committee.    


229.3   District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that SHDC did not have confidence in the Boundary Committee regarding the Local Government Review in Devon; the latest consultation had a deadline of 14th May.  Quay public toilets had re-opened for 24 hours per day, had been vandalised and closure times were being investigated.  CCTV was due to be installed to oversee the location.  The Audit Commission had cleared SHDC of negligence regarding its investments in an Icelandic bank 5 days before the recent financial crisis.  District Cllrs had been awarded £1,000 each to spend in their communities.  Finally, the Gerston Point development had been approved although the AONB and South Hams Society had objected.  
229.4   District Cllr Gilbert had nothing further to add to the reports made by his fellow district councillors.  
08/230
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert reported that there was no longer a requirement for agenda item 08/243:  “Suspension of Standing Orders”.  Moreover, there would be no requirement for an election to be held for the posts of chairman and deputy chairman as only one nomination had been received for each post.  Therefore he would bring forward agenda item 08/244:  “Election of Town Mayor for Mayoral Year 2009/10” to be received under agenda item 08/238.
08/231
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Howarth declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 08/241:  “Finance Committee”; sub-agenda item 08/44.4:  “Grant Aid – Saltstone Caring Ltd”.

Cllr Romanos declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/241:  “Finance Committee”; sub-agenda item 08/44.4:  “Grant Aid – Saltstone Caring Ltd”.

Cllr Freeman declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/241:  “Finance Committee”; sub-agenda item 08/44.8:  “Grant Aid – St Edmunds Church”.

Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 08/233:  “Planning Committee”; minutes dated 7 April 2009 sub-agenda item 08/145.3:  “Tree works – Bank Cottage, Rear of 45 Fore Street, Kingsbridge”.

Cllr McGing declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 08/233:  “Planning Committee”; minutes dated 17 March 2009 sub-agenda item 08/139.8:  “Planning application – 74 Wallingford Road, Kingsbridge”.

Cllr Binns declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 08/233:  “Planning Committee”; minutes dated 7 April 2009 sub-agenda item 08/146.2:  “Planning application – 49 Embankment Road, Kingsbridge”.

Cllr Lynn declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/233:  “Planning Committee”; minutes dated 7 April 2009 sub-agenda item 08/146.5:  “Planning application – 3 Garden Cottages, Fore Street, Kingsbridge”.
08/232
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to 2 minor amendments.
08/233
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 17 March 2009 and 7 April 2009.

08/234
WALKERS ARE WELCOME

Members were in receipt of a request from Kingsbridge Information Centre (KIC) to support their quest for “Walkers Are Welcome” accreditation for Kingsbridge, for a councillor to join their Steering Group, and for a small grant towards costs.  It was RECOMMENDED to send a letter of support to KIC in their bid for “Walkers Are Welcome” accreditation for Kingsbridge; to nominate Cllr Griffin to the Steering Group; and to invite KIC to make an application for the next round of Grant Aid.

08/235
CLERK’S REPORT

235.1
Kingsbridge and Salcombe Area – Parish Cluster Meeting.  To be held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 23rd April in Loddiswell Parish Hall.
235.2
South Hams Hospital League of Friends – Annual General Meeting.  
Members were invited to the League of Friends AGM at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 29th April at the Day Hospital.  On completion of stock AGM business, reports would be received from:  Devon Primary Care Trust, Triangle Centre, Hospital staff and the Hospital chaplain.

235.3
Community Awareness Event .  To be held 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. on Wednesday 21st April at the Market Hall.  KTC would be alongside St Luke’s Hospice, Senior Council for Devon (Kingsbridge Branch), Job Centre Plus and Kingsbridge 50+ Friendship Club.  
235.4
Meetings’ Diary for Mayoral Year 2009/2010.  The diary had been distributed to pigeon holes in Reception for insertion in Members’ Handbooks.

235.5
Town Criers’ Competition.  Roger Pinder had made an early request for judges for the Fair Week Town Criers’ Competitions to be held a.m. and p.m. (2 events) on Saturday 25th July.  Two judges were required for each cry and need not be the same for both events.

235.6
Partners and Communities Together (PACT).  PC Paul Chesworth (Neighbourhood Beat Manager) had invited members to complete a PACT survey to give their views on traffic issues, anti-social behaviour etc.  Forms were in members’ bundles to be returned to the Clerk on completion.  

08/236
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

236.1  Cllr  Freeman had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.  The 
group had donated £300 to Kingsbridge In Bloom.

236.2  Cllrs Binns and Griffin had attended meetings of Concerts on the Quay Committee.

236.3  Cllr Howarth had attended the inaugural meeting of a new project group “Destination Kingsbridge” which was researching ways to promote the town in its best light during the current recession.  Some good ideas had been received and the next meeting was to be held at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 28th April in the Council Chamber.  (Note:  subsequently moved to 6.00 p.m. on  Tuesday 5th May) 
236.4  Cllr Griffin had attended a recent meeting of Home Start South Hams.  The organisation was in a good state of health and provided an excellent service to the local communitiy.  It was agreed for the Clerk to write a thank you letter for the support, friendship and practical help they offered to parents with young children.

236.5  Cllr Washington had attended a recent meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees.  The organisation was pressing ahead with the development of affordable housing at the Derby Road site.  There were however, some legal matters to be sorted with SHDC regarding a Section 106 agreement.
08/237
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 14 April 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £12,663.07 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/238
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

As detailed at agenda item 08/230:  “Urgent Business”:

08/243
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Not required.  
08/244
ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR MAYORAL YEAR 2009/2010

It was RESOLVED for Cllr Yates to be town mayor, and Cllr Balkwill to be Deputy Town Mayor, for mayoral year 2009/2010 and for them to take up their respective posts at the Annual General Meeting on 12 May 2009.
08/239
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

239.1
Cllr Howarth asked if the information received from Devon Primary Care Trust regarding admissions to Kingsbridge Hospital could be broken down from their aggregate figures in order that members were better informed where patients lived.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the Clerk would request the information.  
239.2
Cllr Lynn stated that Somerfield supermarket was due to close for between 2 and 12 weeks from late April for the transition to a Morrisons store.  This would be a difficult period for the low waged and unwaged and she enquired if transport could be provided to another supermarket.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he was aware of a proposal for a free shuttle bus service to be provided to the Totnes store during the period.  The Clerk would glean further information.
08/240
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest, that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Cllr Howarth left the Chamber for the following agenda item.
08/241
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 7 April 2009; save total awards for Grant Aid be made at £1,370, and not the Recommended £1,670, to the following:
· Community First Aid Responders £150

· KM United FC £250

· 6th Kingsbridge Scouts £100

· Saltstone Caring Ltd £150

· William Cookworthy Museum £250

· St Edmunds Church £270

· Harbour House £200

The Clerk to conduct all relevant administration.

It was further RESOLVED not to make an award to Kingsbridge Music Festival towards the purchase of gazebos; and a Working Group (Cllrs Binns, Griffin and Yates) to research the number of gazebos held by other local groups, alongside the purchase of gazebos by KTC, in order to realise a stock for council’s own and further community use.  The group to feedback with recommendations to the council meeting on 12th May.    
08/242
FUNDING REQUEST

It was RESOLVED to make a Grant Aid award of £400 to St John’s Ambulance.
Cllr Freeman commented that this being Cllr Gilbert’s last meeting as Chairman he wished to thank him for the dynamism and fine job he had done throughout his term of office.  Fellow councillors supported Cllr Freeman’s comments.  Cllr Gilbert thanked all members for their support; he had enjoyed being Chairman and serving the community and would continue to do so.
The meeting closed at 2025.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
