MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Louise Taylor, Senior Administrator



County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




Justin Martyn-Smith, Bayview Estates Limited



John Mottram, Burgess Architects




7 Parishioners

07/144

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
Public Open Forum

Justin Martyn-Smith of Bayview Estates Ltd made the statement at Annex A.
07/145
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

145.1
Insp Chivers reported on the crime statistics for October 2007.  A 

total of 29 crimes had been committed.  The breakdown was:  vehicle damage 3, theft from vehicle 1, shoplifting 1, theft 7, assaults 7, burglary 3 and miscellaneous 7.  On 3rd November a Partners and Communities Together (PACT) survey conducted with local residents who were asked their views and concerns for the town.  The main issues were car parking and speeding.  A special constable recruitment day was linked into the survey.  Work was ongoing regarding youths and public order on the Quay.  There were no reports of public order last month.  The local Police were delighted with the new Friday evening coffee shop provided in at the Rest Centre.  It was anticipated that this will assist in resolving issues as youngsters now had somewhere to sit and talk.  Traffic police had been positioned on Embankment Road twice during the early morning rush hour to target speeding traffic.  Many tickets and warnings had been issued.  The majority of people had been most receptive.  On 9th November the Automatic Number Plate Recognition team had worked in the town; 2 cars and 2 motorbikes were seized during the operation due to having no car tax and road insurance.  Finally, 2 grants had been authorised by Superintendent Singer:  £450.00 for the aforementioned coffee shop project and £500.00 to provide mobile skate park events.  

Members thanked the Police for their grants towards town youth projects and asked questions.  Insp Chivers replied that Devon County Council (DCC) were taking over traffic warden duties however, Police Community Support Officers were also undertaking traffic enforcement courses. 

145.2
Cllr Brazil confirmed that traffic warden duties were to be taken over by DCC.  The sale of Exeter Airport would realise £50m for capital projects.  DCC was investigating the positioning of double yellow lines in the vicinity of the Medical Centre at Trebblepark.  The planning application for a children’s centre at Kingsbridge Primary School had been withdrawn to be followed by a new scheme shortly.  Finally, a new bus service was to be introduced between South Devon College and the town which would allow students to make the journey in under an hour.  Cllr Yates enquired if there was any news on Exeter’s bid for unitary status; Cllr Brazil replied that the result would be known shortly.  
145.3
Cllr O’Callaghan had attended a meeting of the Environment Policy Development Group where household waste collection had been discussed.  South Hams District Council (SHDC) was one of the top ten best performing recycling districts in the country with a 56% recycling and composting rate in the first half of the financial year.  A problem was that 20% of homes in the district had a different type of collection service because of limited vehicle access or lack of storage space for wheeled bins.  Work had begun on rescheduling refuse collection rounds to make them more efficient.  Teignbridge District Council had just completed a trial of weekly organic waste collection however, a proposal for a weekly organic collection in the summer months within the South Hams was not supported.  Collection of clear recycling bags for plastics and cans, while costly to collect, was to be maintained.  Collection of domestic and commercial waste could no longer be collected at the same time and the situation was being investigated.  SHDC anticipated a shortfall of £150,000 income from car parking due to a drop in tourism occasioned by poor weather. Several options were being looked at regarding car parking charges, including a concessionary scheme for local residents, and a consultation was to take place.  At the Salcombe & Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum it had been announced that funding for the Dart and Salcombe estuaries was to be combined.  Estuary projects throughout the country were experiencing financial problems.  Nigel Mortimer, Conservation Officer, was to be given a wider remit.
145.4
Cllr Howarth reported further on the proposed residents’ concessionary parking scheme.  Residents would park free before 10.30 a.m. and after 4.00 p.m. and all day on Sunday.  The idea was to help local people and shops by encouraging trade at off-peak times and to take cars off the street overnight.  It was estimated that it would cost £300,000 per annum in loss of income.  In order to recoup monies it was proposed for the hourly rate (Premium 1) to be increased by 10 pence per hour.  For example, the charge for one hour would be 90p (currently 80p) and the charges for 2 hours would be £1.80 (currently £1.50).
145.5   Cllr Gilbert noted the reports of this fellow district councillors and had nothing further to report.
07/146
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  
07/147
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/148
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 23 October 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/149
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was agreed to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 6 November 2007.  Further to the meeting a site visit had been conducted for planning application 28/2126/07/F and the committee had recommended approval.
07/150
SKATEPARK


It was RESOLVED to receive and note the actions made in the minutes of the Skatepark Working Group held on 26 October 2007.  Cllr Gilbert reported that the first of a series of 10 mobile skate park events in Quay car park had taken place the previous evening. 
07/151
LOWER UNION ROAD FEASIBILITY STUDY

It was RESOLVED to receive and note the actions made in the minutes of the Lower Union Road Feasibility Study Steering Group held on 30 October 2007.  Cllr Howarth reported that the consultants were to present their findings to local landowners on 14th November.
07/152
FORE STREET REVIEW
Members were in receipt of DCC’s plans for the Fore Street Enhancement and Road Safety Improvement Scheme alongside proposals from the Safety and Security Working Group meeting of 9th November.  Subsequently, members had met with John Halliday (DCC Highways Officer) the previous evening and council’s recommendations on the scheme had been made.  An exhibition was to take place at the town hall on Thursday 29th November.

07/153
VAT ON INTERNET PURCHASES 

It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to use his personal credit card, to purchase caddy liners (for onward sale at Quay House) via the internet, in order that VAT may be reclaimed.
07/154
CLERK’S REPORT

154.1
Feedback from previous meeting.  All actions taken.
154.2
Responses from First and Stagecoach – bus station environmental issues.  Members were in receipt of replies to council’s enquires and both companies detailed notices would be distributed to drivers reminding them that engines should be turned off while waiting in the bus station.  Moreover, the Clerk was to set-up a meeeting with the local bus companies to discuss routing via Fore Street following the Safety & Security Working Group meeting of 9th
November.
154.3
Diary dates: Civic Service Sunday 3 February 2008 at 1015, and Civic Dinner 14 March 2008.  Members were informed of forthcoming council events.
154.4
South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau – Annual Report 2006-07.  The annual report had been received and it was reported that the outreach in Quay House continued to be very well used and is an essential service for local people.
154.5
Invitation to Devon Creative Coasts Seminar – 20 November 2007 at Exmouth.  Members were informed of the event.
154.6
Twinning Association – Grant Aid expenditure.  A letter had been received detailing the Twinning Association’s expenditure of council’s grant aid monies.  
154.7
Accounts for Financial Year 2006/07.  The end of year finance accounts had been signed off as correct by the external auditor.  The accounts would be made available for inspection by local parishioners.
07/155
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

155.1  Cllr Howarth had attended a recent meeting of the South Hams CAB 
Trustees Board; the bureau manager Christopher Hole had left the bureau.  
155.2  Cllr Howarth had also attended, alongside Cllrs Gilbert, Balkwill & Yates, 

a meeting with members of the Chamber of Commerce on 8th November.

Topics had included parking in Fore Street, Kingsbridge in Bloom, plastic bags

and proposed roll-out of CCTV.

155.3  Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of the Rest Centre Committee. 

She received a good report on the Friday evening’s Youth Coffee shop.

155.4  Cllr Rees had attended an interesting meeting of the Salcombe & Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum.

155.5  Cllr Balkwill, alongside Cllrs Freeman & Rees, had hosted a meeting to discuss Kingsbridge In Bloom.
155.6  Cllr Yates had attended SHDC’s Budget Consultation meeting.  It was reported that SHDC was looking for savings of 2% in the next financial year.
07/156
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 13 November 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,747.51 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/157
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/158
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

158.1
Cllr Howarth invited members to the launch of the pilot scheme for Saltstone Caring at 1800 on Thursday 15th November at The Ship.  
158.2  Cllr Yates reported that Kingsbridge Rugby Club Under 12s had won the Saracens Mini Festival.  The Clerk would send a letter of congratulations.
The meeting closed at 2040.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A. Public Open Forum.
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meeting minutes of

13 November 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Justin Martyn-Smith

Mr Martyn-Smith of Bayview Estates Limited gave an overview of a proposal for the build of a Tesco supermarket on the site of the Cookworthy Road car park which was owned by his company.  The development was to be a new concept ‘finest’ store to be developed as one of Tesco’s first sustainable store build outs concentrating on environmental issues as well as quality.  A ‘finest’ store delivered products at the quality end of the Tesco range.  Tesco would be supporting Bayview Estate’s reserved matters planning application which was to be submitted shortly and had committed to the development in early 2008.  Tesco’s Development Team were very keen to liaise with the town council during the next few weeks in order to discuss their fresh approach to the project and take in the benefit of local views and opinion.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Martyn-Shaw for his statement and was pleased that the town was to get a second supermarket.  The council looked forward to meeting with Tesco representatives.
Members of the public asked questions on the finer detail of the planning application and Cllr Gilbert requested that they re-convene outside the Chamber to discuss such matters.

Representatives of Bayview Estates Ltd & Burgess Architects and members of the public left the Chamber.  

