MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight




Ruth Nickson (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette)




8 Parishioners

At the outset Cllr Child welcomed Mr Terry & Mrs Pat Moore and presented the Kingsbridge Citizen of the Year Award 2007 to Terry Moore, and his prize of a framed picture of hot air balloons floating over the estuary during Fair Week.  Cllr Child commented on Mr Moore’s outstanding contribution to the town and in particular his fundraising efforts on behalf of Devon Air Ambulance Trust. 

06/248
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from District Cllr Jeff Beer, Sgt Jane Corkhill and Cllrs John Cowling, Ken Prowse & Keith Wingate. 

Public Open Forum

Mrs Denise O’Callaghan & Mr Graham Price made the statements at Annex A.
Five parishioners left the Chamber.
06/249
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

249.1
Cllr Brazil reported that he was aware that many residents were concerned at the seemingly constant road repairs taking place around the town and in particular, Church Street and Bridge Street.  He was to attend a South Hams Highways & Traffic Orders meeting on 23 March 2007 where he would voice these concerns.  He was responsible for Devon property which was to be transferred to Norfolk Property Southwest on 1 April 2007.  The property portfolio had been running over budget for some time.
Cllr Holwill agreed that patchwork road repairs had been taking place for years without an apparent long-term strategy.  Cllr Brazil responded that the operatives were known as the ‘scratch and patch’ team; Church Street had been dug up on 2 occasions recently and Bridge Street on 4 or 5 occasions.  To complicate matters, central government’s grant had been frozen whilst conversely inflation was at 7% for road building materials.  DCC simply did not have enough monies at present to conduct full repairs.  
249.2
Cllr Roadknight reported that the Executive Committee of 8 March 2007 had supported a second supermarket in the town subject to planning consent being granted.  The Planning Officer’s recommendation to the Development Control Committee of 14 March 2007 would be refusal however, any current concerns may be sorted prior to the meeting.  The riding school at Sorley Tunnel had moved and was trying to set up elsewhere.  Tone Leisure had delivered some impressive new fitness equipment and usage of the leisure centre had increased.  The compost giveaway event was to take place at the Cattlemarket on Saturday 17 March 2007.  An improved walkway from Ropewalk to the Cattlemarket was in the pipeline.  Badger activity had been reported again in the Kingsway Park area.  Finally, it cost £1.5m in Devon alone to get rid of disposable nappies; SHDC were promoting the Real Nappy scheme to address the issue.  

County Cllr Brazil & District Cllr Roadknight left the Chamber.
249.3
The Clerk made a short report on behalf of Cllr Beer.  The Planning Officer had recommended refusal of the second supermarket (see item 249.2) as he had concerns with the retail impact assessment and highway matters.

249.4
The Clerk made a report on behalf of Sgt Corkhill.  Crime statistics for February were (previous month’s figures in brackets): vehicle theft/crime 3 (6), theft 6 (8), drugs 1 (0), assault 5 (1) and public order offences 3 (1).  Sgt Corkhill had liaised with the Crime & Reduction Partnership regarding crime at the Age Concern building.  Monies would be made available for ‘target hardening’ via the provision of hostile topping on a section of the roof and over the side entrance door where youths are climbing over.  All down pipes to be painted with anti-climb paint and prickly plants or stonework would be provided for the front of the building.  High visibility operations had taken place over the previous 3 Friday evenings via foot and vehicle patrols.  The operation had been linked with CID.  This had proved successful, a number of arrests had been made and positive feedback received from the public.  Following previous remarks by Cllr Hurrell, patrols had been increased in the Memorial Shelter area.  Finally, it was hoped that a drugs dog could be made available for the Quay area at weekends. 

Cllr Thorning reported that a person had been charged at court for damage to the Age Concern building.  The person had received a fine and 2 years probation.    He had nothing further to add to the reports by Cllr Roadknight and Beer on the planning application for a second supermarket. 
06/250
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business: a further application for Grant Aid to be taken later in the meeting.   

06/251
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Hill & Holwill declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/263: ‘Finance Committee’; sub-agenda item 06/34.11: ‘Grant Aid 2007 – Basement Youth Club’.
06/252
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

06/253
TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  
06/254
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee of 6 March 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Of 5 decisions received, 4 were in accordance with council’s Recommendations and one which the council had supported had been refused.  There were no tree works or correspondence.

Of 4 planning applications received, 3 were Recommended for approval.  

An application (28/0335/07/BT) by 02(UK)Ltd for installation of a 15m replica telegraph pole containing 3 antennas, and adjacent equipment cabinet, at the junction of Cookworthy Road & Lower Union Road was Recommended for Refusal.  The application had been the subject of a public meeting on 19 January 2007 and a statement during the meeting’s Public Open Forum (see Annex A).  The grounds for refusal were:  “This council, having regard to the genuine and deeply felt concern of many residents of Kingsbridge, particularly parents with young children, considers that the siting of a proposed mobile phone mast in the town is not acceptable and therefore opposes these proposals.”  Cllr Freeman commented that this was consistent with the council’s recommendation on a previous application for a mobile phone base station.  

There were no further planning matters.
It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

One parishioner left the Chamber.

06/255
FLOWER PLANTERS, EMBANKMENT ROAD
Members were in receipt of a consultation letter sent to nearby residents detailing council’s suggestion to retain the wooden flower planters, rather than DCC incurring further expenditure to replace with iron bollards.  The Clerk reported that 16 letters had been sent and he had received 3 responses.  One supported the council, and 2 requested the positioning of bollards.  Debate revealed that the letter had clearly stated a deadline for replies and further contact, in-person, was not required.  Indeed, a lack of response could be taken as showing little interest in the project.  It was RESOLVED to request DCC to retain, on economic grounds, the 8 wooden flower planters in the Promenade, Embankment Road.
06/256
GRANT AID SPONSORSHIP OF WILLIAM COOKWORTHY 



MUSEUM
Cllr Heavisides reported that Cookworthy Museum was an independent community facility which had recently received accredited status and was a credit to the town.  Alongside Cllr Freeman, he proposed that council should financially support the museum annually rather than it having to request Grant Aid monies.  Moreover, he had ascertained that regular public funding would not hinder funding bids to other sources indeed, it may enhance any application.  DCC & SHDC had the powers to support local museums; SHDC did not currently offer support although it had provided support in the past and DCC funded approximately £500 per annum.  A formal link between the council and museum would be highlighted in the museum’s literature and some council artefacts could be transferred.  Debate revealed much support for the museum as custodian of the town’s heritage.  Furthermore, the proposal was to establish a principle only; an annual donation to be recommended by the Finance Committee when the budget was set.  It was RESOLVED to support William Cookworthy Museum by provision of an annual donation.  
06/257
CLERK’S REPORT

257.1
Feedback from council meeting of 27 February 2007.  All actions taken.
257.2
Town Crier’s Calendar of Events.  Roger Pinder, town crier, alongside his participation in Fair Week’s Glove Hanging Ceremony would be hosting town criers’ competitions at Overbecks, Salcombe, on Thursday 26th July and Kingsbridge on Friday 27th July.  He would then be competing at Honiton on Saturday 28th July.

257.3
Appeal by Mr H Warburton against SHDC refusal to grant planning

permission (application 28/1707/06/F) for a Sea Food & Fish Bar at 61 Fore

Street, Kingsbridge.  Planning Inspectorate’s APP/K1128/A/06/2030876/NWF

dated 8 March 2007 detailed that the appeal was allowed, and planning
permission granted subject to the following conditions:

· Development to begin within 3 years from 8 March 2007.

· No development to commence until full details of the means of extraction and ventilation of cooking odours had been submitted and approved by SHDC.

· Opening hours 0800 to 2300 on any day.

· Refuse facilities, as provided on submitted plans, to be supplied before commencement of business.

Members were disheartened that the appeal had been allowed

257.4
DCC Temporary Road Closure Notice.  Mill Street – 15 April 2007 (one day only) due to utility work (new gas supply).

257.5
Annual Town Meeting (ATM) – 1900 on Tuesday 3 April 2007.  The ATM would include a traditional agenda of mayor’s report; donation to mayor’s charity; reports from Chairmen of committees; County, District & Police reports and opportunity for members of the public to raise matters.  Promotion would take place via the website, press release, radio interview, flyers & public notice advert to encourage attendance.

257.6
Master Councillor Course.  DAPC was considering the running of a Master Councillor Class (similar to recent Master Planning Classes) and had requested expressions of interest.  Members were requested to contact the Clerk by Friday 16th March with suggestions of topics to be included.
257.7
Section 137 – Financial Year 2007/08.  The cash limit for 2007/08 had been set at £5.64 per elector.
257.8
DCC Budget 2007/08 & Local Government White Paper.  Members received DCC’s PN/RP dated 20 February 2007 which detailed observations on budgetary matters, recent Local Government White Paper and Exeter City Council’s bid for unitary status.
257.9  Salcombe Harbour Board – meeting at Quay House – 1430 on

Tuesday 20 March 2007.  The Clerk detailed the same; members were invited to attend.
257.10  South Hams Public Space Strategy – Workshop – 1930 on 

Thursday 15 March 2007 at Ivybridge Town Hall.  The Clerk had been sent

papers for the workshop which contained feedback from SHDC’s recent 

consultation questionnaire.  The input from town & parish councils across the
South Hams had been excellent and the Clerk would report back to council at
the next meeting.
257.11  District & Council Parish Elections 3 May 2007 – Nomination 
Papers.  The Clerk had received the nomination papers which were available for prospective candidates to complete and return.

06/258
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

258.1
Cllr Heavisides had attended Cookworthy Museum’s annual general meeting.  The forthcoming project was ‘Quite An Occasion’ which would feature, amongst others, old dresses and uniforms.  The museum hoped to provide a super display.
258.2
Cllr Heavisides had also attended a meeting of DAPC’s Larger Councils.  Topics discussed included: the power of well being which may be extended to councils who satisfy criteria based upon Quality Council status; amendments to Members’ Code of Conduct; and the transfer of county and district services to local councils.  He also detailed that Lesley Smith (DAPC Secretary) had been awarded an MBE in the Queen’s New Years Honours List and it was agreed to send a letter of congratulations.  

06/259
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 13 March 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £7,386.91 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/260
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD: FURTHER APPLICATION FOR GRANT AID
Cllr Child reported that the application would be considered under Confidential 

Matters alongside other Grant Aid applications received.
06/261
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

261.1
Cllr Johnson enquired whether members were aware that Ruth Bagley (SHDC Chief Executive) was to leave her post to become Chief Executive of Slough Borough Council.  It was agreed to send a thank you letter to Ruth for her services to the town during her tenure of office.

261.2
Cllr Child asked a question, from the chair, if members of the public could hear councillors well following the installation of an induction loop system and ancillary speakers.  The 2 members of the public present replied that the acoustics were excellent.
06/262
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND  PRESS

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Two remaining Members of the public and the Press left the Chamber.
CONFIDENTIAL

Cllrs Hill & Holwill left the Chamber for the following agenda sub-item 06/34.11.
06/263
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Finance Committee of 6 March 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Johnson.  It was RESOLVED to:

· Approve a revision of Financial Regulations.

· Approve a revision of committee Terms of Reference.

· Approve a listing of variable direct debit payments for financial year 2007/08.

· Note the appointment of external auditor for financial year 2006/07.

· Make Grant Aid disbursements to the following:

1. Kingsbridge RFC Under 15s
Nil (withdrawn)
2. Home Start South Hams
£400

3. Kingsbridge Belly Dance Circle
Nil

4. Harbour House
£200

5. Kingsbridge Gymnastics Club
£300

6. William Cookworthy Museum
£300

7. Kingsbridge Information Centre
£500

8. Quayside Judo Club
£100

9. 6th Kingbridge Scout Group
£225

10. Kingsbridge Music Festival
Nil (deferred awaiting 

   further information)
                  11.Basement Youth Club
£200

                  12.No Limits Twirling Team
£100

                  13.Devon County Council 
£300 (reply to address lack of
                       (Youth Nights)
participants)
· Appoint ‘Helping Hands’ as the grounds maintenance contractor for 
financial year 2007/08.
The meeting closed at 2037.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A to Council Minutes


dated 13 March 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1. Statement by Mrs Denise O’Callaghan

Mrs O’Callaghan stated she had attended the council’s Planning Committee meeting on 6 March 2007 to listen to the debate on the application (28/0335/07/BT) for a mobile phone mast at the junction of Cookworthy and Lower Union Road.  With recent approval, via appeal, of another mast; this would mean the town would have 2 masts.  The current application had prior approval as it was under 15m tall and had no landscape implications; she believed SHDC would support it.  She queried the use of consultation if SHDC took no notice of the responses and was concerned that it may set a precedent for further installations.  Moreover, she had spoken to Stephen Munday (SHDC Development Control) enquiring whether SHDC held, as advised, yearly meetings with mobile phone companies.  Seemingly, the companies had offered the opportunity for talks however, SHDC was too busy to accept.  Therefore, SHDC could not know of mobile phone companies future plans for mast provision in the district.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Child replied that the council shared her concerns and the Planning Committee’s recommendation, to be received that evening, was to object to the application.  He had been informed by Angela Johnson (02(UK)Ltd) that a mast’s range was 1.5km and he too was concerned that this would see an influx of masts in the area to ensure adequate coverage. 

2.   Statement by Mr Graham Price

Mr Price stated that he was the Chairman of Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.  Since the group’s annual general meeting, some weeks previously, several issues had been progressed with SHDC.  On 16 May 2007, Ian Gibson (Salcombe Harbour Master) would be talking to the group regarding long term plans for the harbour and estuary.  Council members were invited to attend.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Child thanked Mr Price for his informative statement.
