MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides



Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Jeff Beer




Police Insp Paul Morgan




Alex Marwood, Kingsbridge Advertiser




Four parishioners     

06/38

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight and Cllr John Cowling.

Public Open Forum

Mr Coleman made the statement at Annex A.
06/39

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

39.1
County Cllr Brazil reported that he was pleased that the primary school was to develop new classrooms to replace the temporary ones currently in situ.  He was taking a keen interest in the tendering and expressions of interest to manage the county’s care homes which was part of a holistic review of DCC’s Social Services.  The closest home to Kingsbridge was in Totnes but if anyone had concerns with the proposed private provision he would wish to know.  Finally, he informed members that the Rights of Way Committee had met that day and approved a modification order for a public footpath from Derby Road to Highfield Drive via High House Lane.

39.2
District Cllr Beer reported that the Anti-Social Behaviour meeting with town councils was to take place at Follaton House on 28 June 2006; he was hopeful that this would be the start of something.  He was pleased to witness 2 police officers patrolling the town centre that evening and believed that Police Inspector Morgan should take credit for taking positive action.  The new draft regulations for the Salcombe Harbour Board were due to be considered by the full council.  He was pleased that a package had been introduced to allow for recycling rubbish from boats; it contained instructions, bags and was labelled ‘Salcombe Harbour & Kingsbridge Estuary’.  Finally, the full council was to meet on 15 June 2006.

39.3
Police Insp Morgan reported that his bid for further manpower resources on specific days of the week had been supported; this highlighted that recent unsavoury incidents in the town centre were not taken lightly.  In particular, enquires were ongoing with regard to a recent incident outside Quay House.  He detailed that the recent Joint Consultation Event with the town council had been successful.  It was interesting that when questioned ‘how safe do you feel’, of 46 respondents, 40 felt very or fairly safe and only 3 felt very unsafe.  More facilities for young people came out on top of a poll to address crime.  Violent crime was considered to be a threat notwithstanding that statistics showed the area to be one of the safest in the country and that conversely townspeople also felt safe; this only highlighted that the issue was one of perception.  He believed that people should not lose sight of the fact that the town was a good place to live.  Moreover, the provision of ‘hot spot’ resources allowed for a dilution of only 0.9 crimes per thousand and a multi-agency approach was required to combat crime.  The proposal for a Friday night event at the Quayside leisure centre was a good example of this.  Regarding CCTV, he was aware of a proposal for the district Community Safety Partnerships to amalgamate and that there may still be provision for Kingsbridge to join-up with the monitored system in Teignbridge.  This would require liaison between SHDC and Teignbridge District Council but he felt it should be considered.  An increase in burglaries was a concern at present and he was trying hard to address the issue.  District Cllr Beer stated that he would take action to follow-up the CCTV proposal.
Cllr Holwill asked when the new Police Community Support Officers were due to start.  Insp Morgan replied that recruitment had been completed and 2 good quality PCSOs would be allocated to Kingsbridge & Salcombe from early October 2006.  He was hopeful that 5 in total would be allocated to the sector.  Cllr Heavisides queried his statistical sources; Insp Morgan replied that it was widely known that the greatest benefits were achieved by adopting a multi-agency approach to crime issues and that punitive measures only did not work.  Cllr Johnson asked whether he was aware that the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club’s Boatwatch personnel had been threatened.  Insp Morgan responded that this was unfortunate but it showed that the initiative was having an affect; he would ensure that statements were taken and would follow-up.
Cllr Child thanked Insp Morgan for his comprehensive report and that the council had also enjoyed the Joint Consultation Event.
06/40

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

District Cllr Beer, Police Insp Morgan & 3 parishioners left the Chamber.
06/41

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 06/54 ‘Town Councillor Vacancy’.

Cllr Holwill declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/44 ‘Planning Committee’: sub-agenda item 06/12.8 ‘planning applications 28/0917/06/F & 28/0918/06/F’.
Cllr Hill declared personal interests in the following agenda item 06/44 ‘Planning Committee’: sub agenda items 06/10.5 ‘planning permission granted 28/0600/06/LB’; 06/12.7 ‘planning application 28/0879/06/F’ and 06/12.8 ‘planning applications 28/0917/06/F & 28/0918/06/F’.

Cllr Freeman declared personal interests in the following agenda items:  06/53 ‘Grant Aid’ and 06/44 ‘Planning Committee’: sub agenda item 06/12.5 ‘planning application 28/0980/06/LB’.
06/42

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 23 May 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
06/43

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  In particular, he reported that the South Hams Area Police Authority Liaison meeting in Totnes on 24 May 2006 did not have a senior police officer present.  Members also received notice that:

· he had chosen St Luke’s Hospice as the mayor’s charity for 2006/07
· the annual town inspection would take place on 1 August 2006
· his intention to organise a charity cruise which received much support from members

· the civic dinner was to held at the Cottage Hotel, Hope Cove on 29 March 2007.
Cllr Holwill left the Chamber for the following agenda item. 
06/44

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 6 June 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  All of the 9 planning decisions received were in accordance with the council’s recommendations and a certificate of lawful use or development had been granted.  There was no planning correspondence to consider.  There had been no tree works and/or correspondence to consider.    The Committee had Recommended that all 13 planning applications received be approved.  The Clerk made members aware of an objection received to planning application 28/0996/06/F however, members considered the site large, garages had been provided and the development would suit the locale.  Members were pleased that ‘any further current planning matters’ contained a situation report from SHDC’s Enforcement Officer and noted his findings.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC & DCC respectively. 
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber. 

06/45

POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 6 June 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Child in lieu of Cllr Cowling.  Debate took place on: provision of a town centre council noticeboard; feedback from the council/police joint consultation event; provision of public relations’ display boards; and consultation on a range of papers from central government, the Audit Commission, Devon Rural Network, DCC, SHDC, SH Strategic Partnership and the SW Regional Assembly.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.
06/46

MARKET & COASTAL TOWNS INITIATIVE (MCTi)

Members were in receipt of a request from Mark Goodman (MCTA Community Facilitator) to meet with representative members of the town council, Salcombe town council and Stokenham parish council.  Members were very supportive of the proposal.  It was RESOLVED that the council supported a joint meeting between the MCTA and 2 other local councils and for Quay House to be offered as the venue.  
06/47

CLERK’S REPORT

47.1
Feedback from council meeting of 23 May 2006.  Cllr Child & the Clerk had been invited to attend a meeting, alongside other local town councils, at SHDC on 28 June 2006 to discuss anti-social behaviour (ASB) issues.  This would act as a precursor to the council’s ASB forum at 1900 on 4 July 2006.  Invitations for the latter had been sent to local community groups, Kingsbridge Police, Youth Services and County/District Cllrs and the uptake was good to date.
47.2
Notification of ITV documentary on Kingsbridge Skatepark – 18 July 2006.  The Clerk announced the same.  The council had not been requested to contribute, which members found puzzling, and he would attempt to find out why. 
47.3
Summer Concert season 2006 – programme & request for support.  The Clerk reported that this summer’s concert programme was exciting, the brochure had been produced in-house by the Reception team, a monthly advertisement would appear in the Gazette’s ‘What’s On’ section and he requested support from members to place chairs and put up the rear Bandstand awnings.
47.4
Kingsbridge Farmers Market – winner of Devon Life’s Best Food Award 2006 in farmers’ market category.  The Clerk promoted the same.
47.5
Devon Rural Network – ‘Organising & Facilitating Effective Team Communication’ one day workshop – Wednesday 12 July 2006 at Exeter College.  The Clerk promoted the same.
47.6
South Devon AONB – Annual Forum – 1830 for 1900 on Thursday 22 June 2006 at Thurlestone Village Hall.  The Clerk promoted the same.
47.7
Town Council’s Annual Report for 2005-2006.  The Clerk had produced the same and copies were available in Reception.
47.8
South Hams Action for Renewable Energy – workshops for 2006.  The Clerk promoted a range of workshops taking place in Totnes from September to December 2006.
47.9
DCC’s Notification of Road Closures – Bridge Street 4 September 2006 (2 days BT works) and A379 between Bantham Cross & Palegate Cross, Churchstow 28 September 2006 for 8 weeks (drainage, reconstruction & resurfacing carriageway).  The Clerk announced the same.
47.10
Thank you letters – Environment Agency, Cookworthy Museum & Twinning Association.  The Clerk detailed a range of supportive feedback from outside organisations for council input into their projects and disbursement of Grant Aid monies.
47.11
Devon Playing Fields Assocation – AGM - 1030 Friday 7 July 2006 Upton Pyne Village Hall, East Devon.  The Clerk promoted the same.
06/48

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

48.1
Cllr Child reported that, alongside the Clerk, he had attended a liaison meeting with Police Insp Morgan on 1 June 2006 which took the form of a town walkabout encompassing Fore Street, Western Backway, Bridge Street, the Town Square, Quay House grounds, both sides of the Quay and the Recreation Ground.  Many parishioners stopped to talk to the council/police along the route and it had proved very worthwhile.
48.2
Cllr Holwill had attended a recent meeting of the Fair Week Committee and reported that there were some events’ licensing issues to sort which may include the council sponsored Glove Hanging Ceremony.  The Clerk would investigate.

48.3
Cllr Johnson had attended the Salcombe Harbour Board that day which had reviewed the Board’s constitution.

48.4
Cllr Washington reported that, alongside Cllrs Thorning & Wingate, she had attended a Road Safety Committee meeting; District Cllr Beer was also present.  Seemingly, it had been mooted to end the committee but members felt it was a good opportunity to meet John Halliday (DCC Local Highways Officer) and others face-to-face.  In particular, Cllr Wingate attended in a dual-hatted role as a Fire Service Officer also.  Mr Halliday had proposed pay & display charging in Fore Street in order to pay for traffic wardens as it was seemingly a low-priority for the Police.  

48.5
Cllr Thorning also gave a situation report on the above Road Safety Committee meeting and informed members that he was due to attend 3 meetings that week at SHDC and would report back at the next meeting.
06/49

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 13 June 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £12,353.55 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/50

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.
06/51

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Hill referred to the statement made by Mr Coleman during the Public Open Forum regarding the nuisance caused by footballers in Duncombe Park and queried what could be done to alleviate the situation to everyone’s satisfaction.  Debate revealed it was a recognised play area for young people; the wooden wall was noisy; it may require netting placed behind it, re-positioning or complete removal; and there may be similar issues at the Recreation Ground.  Cllr Child replied that the Clerk would investigate and liaise with SHDC Parks Officer to determine a way forward.
06/52

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted; it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

The public and press left the Chamber.

CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

06/53

GRANT AID

It was RESOLVED to make a disbursement of £109.20 to Kingsbridge Community Garden.

06/54

TOWN COUNCILLOR VACANCY

It was RESOLVED to invite Mr Alex Marwood to be a town councillor for Kingsbridge Ward East.
The meeting closed at 2048.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council


Minutes 13 June 2006

Public Open Forum – 13 June 2006

Statement by Mr Coleman:
Mr Coleman stated that he, and his wife, lived in Eastern Backway and the rear of their property was next to Duncombe Park.  They had been plagued by footballers causing noise, damage and nuisance for a considerable period and had reported the same to the district authority on several occasions; recently they had been advised to make the town council aware of the situation.  He requested that ‘the goal’, a wooden structure, be moved elsewhere in the park away from private property and for the town council to support his case.  

Members made comments that they were aware of the current situation too.

Chairman’s response:

Cllr Child replied that Duncombe Park, as Mr Coleman was aware, came under the auspices of South Hams District Council.  However, the town council would write a strong letter to the district authority supporting his case.  
