
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 

13th JANUARY 2009

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers

Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

Twenty Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/180
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Kate Lynn, Mick McGing and Beryl Washington.   

Public Open Forum

Members of public asked questions and made statements at Annex A.

08/181
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

181.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for December 2008.  A total of 38 crimes had been committed compared to 25 crimes in December 2007.  This was a significant increase however, 10 offences had been committed by one person within a 30 minute period (8 incidents of damage to motor vehicles and 2 shop windows vandalised).  A male person was in custody on Police bail.  Furthermore, 50% of thefts had been committed at the Community College and the Youth Offending Team had interviewed 2 female students.  The breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 2, criminal damage to motor vehicle 9, burglary (dwelling) 3, theft/fraud 13, criminal damage 5, arson 1, assault/violence 3, drugs 1 and others 1.  The burglaries (dwelling) involved entry into a nursing home and 2 houses which were all caused by a lack of security measures.  A portable television, purse and Christmas presents respectively had been stolen.  He advised that all doors and windows should always be locked to deter thieves.  The assaults regarded 2 separate domestic related matters and the offenders had been dealt with; the assaults were not pre-meditated.  The arson attack was located at a builders merchants.  Overall, the crime rate remained very low.  The Neighbourhood Team had operated a number of high visibility operations over the Christmas and New Year period and there had been no real incidents.  Finally, he detailed that the next Police Authority Liaison meeting was to be held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 26 January 2009 in the Age Concern building.  

Cllr Gilbert thanked Insp Chivers for his comprehensive report and hoped that the increased incidents’ rate was merely a spike.  Insp Chivers replied that he was confident that was the case.  There were no questions from members.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
181.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that the Local Government Review in Devon had been delayed due to a judicial review in Norfolk, which had also been requested by East Devon District Council.  Inevitably it would mean the overall cost of the consultation would increase and a decision was required which was anticipated mid-February.  Subsequently, the Secretary of State would have a period in which to ratify or not.  Finally, DCC’s Executive had recommended a budget rise of 2.9% which would be received by full council on 19 February 2009.
Cllr Brazil & 17 members of public left the Chamber
181.3
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that SHDC had agreed for its proportion of the council tax to be frozen for the forthcoming financial year.  Car parking charges had also been frozen.  Parking permits for local people, allowing free parking from 4.00 p.m. overnight to 10.00 a.m. would commence in February 2009.  There was also a proposed increase in street cleaning within the parishes so overall SHDC was attempting to help residents as far as possible.  It was also encouraging people to contact the benefits unit and had funding £1m for more affordable housing and a discounted rent scheme.  The Quay public toilets were closed during their refurbishment however, the lead officer was not keen to provide portaloos.  Finally, she had been unavailable to attend a presentation by Ken Carter (Head of Landscape & Leisure) on expenditure plans for open spaces however, Cllr Gibert had attended. 

Cllr Williams asked if the Recreation Ground public toilets could be re-commissioned; Cllr O’Callaghan replied that this was not possible as the former toilets were now used for storage only.    
181.4
District Cllr Howarth reported that Saltstone Caring had been awarded £6,000 from SHDC’s Community Fund.  The project was starting up well and aimed to provide home visits, shopping and associated services to elderly and vulnerable people.  It was anticipated that 2 officers would be appointed shortly.  He would be content to make a presentation to members at a future council meeting.  
181.5
District Cllr Gilbert had nothing to add to the reports made by his fellow district councillors.

08/182
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Gilbert proposed 2 items of urgent business to be taken at agenda item 08/193:  “Kingsbridge Development Planning Document – Vision Statement”, and “Policy Committee – 9 January 2009”.
08/183
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Gilbert declared a personal interest in agenda items 08/187:  “Public Access Pontoon – Frogmore” & 08/188:  “Batson Pontoons”.
Cllr Howarth declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 08/196:  “Finance Committee”, sub-agenda item 08/26:  “Fees and Charges”.
08/184
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/185
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 16 December 2008 and 6 January 2009.

08/186
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 5 December 2008.
08/187
PUBLIC ACCESS PONTOON – FROGMORE

Members were in receipt of a proposal from Frogmore & Sherford Parish Council for a public access pontoon to be moored in Frogmore with access to the shore; to provide better access for local boats and to attract visiting boats.  An open meeting to discuss the project would be held at 7.00 p.m. on Friday 30 January 2009 and Cllr Freeman would attend on behalf of KTC.  It was RESOLVED to send a letter to Frogmore & Sherford PC to support a public access pontoon in Frogmore.
08/188
BATSON PONTOONS

Members were in receipt of a consultation from SHDC’s Harbour Master on Batson Pontoons Replacement Project.  A public meeting would be held at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 29 January 2009 in Quay House.  It was RESOLVED to defer a decision until the outcome of the forthcoming public meeting was known. 
08/189
SKATE PARK

Cllr Gilbert reported that he was delighted that the Skate Park Committee was now ready to make a planning application for a permanent skate park.  The site being at a similar location to the present mobile one but tucked well in under the embankment abutting Quayside Leisure Centre.  An environmental assessment had been conducted by Atkins Limited and the results were favourable.  In addition, the management reports and finance to complete the project was in place.  Subject to approval, it was hoped to build the skate park in Spring 2009.  All plans and supporting documentation would be received by the Planning Committee for inspection.  It was RESOLVED for KTC to make a planning application for a permanent skate park.
08/190
CLERK’S REPORT

190.1
Parish Cluster Meeting – Cancellation.  It was confirmed that the Parish Cluster meeting scheduled for Wednesday 14 January 2009 in Quay House had been cancelled due to postponement of the Boundary Committee’s decision on the Local Government Review in Devon.

190.2
Job Centre Plus.  An outreach service for Kingsbridge was to be researched by Job Centre Plus.  Tracy Langford (Totnes & Brixham Office Manager) was to visit Quay House at 1400 on Thursday 15 January 2009 to discuss matters.

190.3
Quay Public Toilets.  Closed for 10/12 weeks from 12 January 2009 during refurbishment.

190.4
Disabled Parking Bay.  DCC had received an application for an advisory ‘disabled’ parking bay from the occupier of 40 Henacre Road.  The Police had confirmed that there was a parking problem in the area and the applicant’s GP had confirmed that they had a serious mobility problem, and that a disabled parking bay outside their property would be to the applicant’s advantage. Members supported the proposal.  However, the Clerk would ascertain if there was a management system in place to ensure that such bays were returned for public use when an occupant vacated their home.  
190.5
Christmas Illuminations.  Due to sickness the contractor had been unable to recover the lights as planned and they would be dismantled later in the week.
08/191
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

Cllr Balkwill, alongside Cllr Gilbert, had attended a meeting with SHDC officers on 7 January 2009 in Quay House to discuss improvements to public spaces in the town in accordance with the South Hams Public Space Strategy.  Funding was in place for financial year 2009/10 for Play & Young People (Recreation Ground, Duncombe Park, Skate Park and other play areas) at £180k, Public Space (Recreation Ground infrastructure, Duncombe Park, Head of Estuary and other green spaces) at £146k and Sport (Recreation Ground tennis courts) at £50k.  For example, public benches would be replaced as they came up for renewal with DDA compliant benches and she proposed it be a future agenda item to earmark a house-style.  She was in close liaison with SHDC regarding the works programme.  Cllr Gilbert and members thanked Cllr Balkwill for all her hard work on the project.
08/192
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 13 January 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £22,375.16 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/193
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

193.1
KINGSBRIDGE DEVELOPMENT PLANNING DOCUMENT – VISION STATEMENT
Members received a draft reply to SHDC’s calling letter of 15 December 2008 for input to the Kingsbridge DPD which had been realised from meetings of the Town Plan Working Group.  The draft included proposals for:  locations for housing, employment and playing fields; suggestions for development of the Quayside; and a Vision Statement regarding the future outlook of the town.  It was RESOLVED for members to make any further suggestions to the Town Clerk by Friday 16 January 2009, and subsequently for the proposals to be sent to SHDC.
193.2
POLICY COMMITTEE – 9 JANUARY 2009
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 9 January 2009.
08/194
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Romanos asked the Chairman if any progress had been made with Devon Primary Care Trust regarding a request for statistics of townspeople released from Derriford Hospital, Plymouth, to Dartmouth and Totnes Hospitals.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that the matter had been hastened without response and he would hasten again.
08/195
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Cllr Thorning, members of the public and press left the Chamber

Cllr Howarth left the Chamber for the duration of the following sub-agenda item 08/26:
08/196
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 9 December 2008.
The meeting closed at 2110.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes

dated 13 January 2009

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Mr Michael Fallon

Mr Fallon, Tip Top, Fore Street, stated that the survival of Kingsbridge’s traditional retail outlets was an issue of critical importance.  The network of high quality local small suppliers, and their contribution to local employment, was threatened by a Tesco supermarket in the town with their low cost, lower quality, centralised suppliers.  Since the decision was taken to allow Tesco to build a large supermarket there had been massive change with many negative factors now combining to adversely affect the town’s existing retail businesses and their local suppliers.  The adverse new factors included:

· Dramatic downturn in the economy including a sharp fall in consumer spending power.
· Dismal summer in 2008.

· Closure of Kings Arms Hotel.

· Closure of Woolworths.

· Closure and restriction of Fore Street during engineering works which had seen heritage kerbstones replaced with modern blocks.
Existing negative factors already affecting footfall in Fore Street included:

· Lack of free car parking and shortage of convenient parking space.

· Restrictive parking charges coupled with aggressive enforcement aimed at replenishing mis-managed public coffers.

Many retail businesses had already experienced a significant drop in earnings related to the factors mentioned and there were few businesses that could stand another drop.  The loss of local retail businesses would create an increase in local unemployment throughout the infrastructure of local suppliers, service providers and tradesmen and this would not be met by any local employment created by Tesco.  It would mean the eventual demise of Kingsbridge as a traditional shopping centre and another country town of great character would become a dormitory town. 
He did not feel it was too late to reverse this trend for Kingsbridge.  The decision to allow Tesco to operate in the town should be changed to reflect the current situation.  The existing Somerfield store, or its successor on the same site, could be improved and developed to become an adequate supermarket supplying lower cost products for the town and surrounding area.  Kingsbridge did not need another supermarket.  For its future prosperity, it was essential that Kingsbridge remained and improved on its range of attractive high quality independent retailers.  None could afford to be lost.  He considered that no immediate increase in car parking charges was of small value and a substantial free parking scheme was required to stimulate business.  Any loss of pubic revenue should be met by public sector cutbacks to match the private sector’s.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the economic downturn was a matter for central government and detailed the current situation regarding the proposed Tesco supermarket.  He had taken a number of emails and phone calls recently and there was a misconception regarding the supermarket.  Tesco had almost 2 years to run on their current planning approval.  The company was considering a more environmental design and a tower lift from the store to Fore Street car park; the latter had been driven by the local business community.  Therefore a new planning application may be forthcoming.  Currently there were some legal matters to be concluded regarding the relocation of Western Power Distribution to Tor Quarry and this was holding up the development.
Fore Street road works had just commenced and he had received confirmation that day that all the old limestone kerbstones were to be re-used.  In lower Fore Street the kerbstones on a stretch of pavement on the east side would be new granite; this was due to an inevitably of some old kerbstones being broken on lifting and a requirement to have a stock to re-use in the remainder of the street.

The works had started the previous day which had seen appalling weather; speaking to townspeople that day matters had improved.  Car park charges however, could not be altered unless supported by SHDC’s Executive Committee.  He was very content for signage to be placed on the outskirts of the town to highlight that despite the road closure it was “business as usual”.  He proposed traders consulted and subsequently contacted the Town Clerk with their request.  He had fought very hard, alongside fellow district councillors Howarth & O’Callaghan, for residents’ free car parking from 4.00 p.m. to 10.00 a.m. the following morning and for no increase in car parking charges in the next financial year.  It was probably impossible to hope to achieve more.      
2.   Mr David Shepherd

Mr Shepherd, Chairman of Federation of Small Businesses in Devon, considered that while supermarkets came and went it was local businesses that ensured the economic viability of local towns.  Sainsburys, Waitrose and Morrisons had recently pledged to use a percentage of local produce within their stores; Tesco had not agreed to this to date.  The closure of the Kings Arms and Woolworths had been brought about due to the current recession and urgent attention was required to help businesses via reduced business rates and low car parking charges.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that the current Fore Street works had been commissioned for the period January to March 2009 in liaison with the Chamber of Commerce.  DCC’s original proposal was for the works to be conducted during summer 2008 however, the town council had lobbied hard, alongside the Chamber, for no works to take place from Easter to September.  It was considered that the current dates were the best and lots of consultation had taken place with local businesses.  Indeed, a public exhibition had been held in the town hall.  He really cared about current concerns and was trying to give a rationale explanation. 
3.   Mr Martin Butt
Mr Butt, Fore Street trader, asked if free parking could be provided during the Fore Street works as people were staying away from shops.  An extraordinary situation required extraordinary measures.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that any decision regarding free car parking would have to be considered by SHDC’s Executive committee.  He had spoken to John Halliday, DCC Highways Officer, that day and DCC had carried out much consultation regarding the works.  John had been invited to attend the council meeting that evening but unfortunately was unavailable.
4.   Mr Peter Betteridge

Mr Betteridge, Fore Street trader, queried whether the Fore Street works had been commissioned due to address a perceived Health & Safety issue.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that Fore Street, Kingsbridge, had been highlighted as one of the most dangerous high streets in Devon due to the number of accidents which had occurred which, in turn, had attracted £100,000 of funding from DCC to introduce safety features.  Inspector Chivers added that accident data was reported to the Police.  Accidents were weighted and a cost-based solution resulted as had been the case in Kingsbridge.  
5.   Mr Michael Astill
Mr Astill, Modbury Bakery, noted that Ivybridge had free parking from 1000 to 1400 and queried whether Kingsbridge could have a similar operation.

Chairman’s Response

Inspector Chivers, on behalf of Cllr Gilbert, replied that a different routine operated at Ivybridge in their town hall car park.
6.   Mr Graham Newman

Mr Newman, Quay Greengrocery, asked if the Tesco supermarket would be built.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that Tesco had been given planning permission for a supermarket so the answer was yes.
Responses from County and District Councillors
Cllr Gilbert requested comments from county and district councillors:
7.   County Cllr Brazil stated that everyone echoed Mike Fallon’s comments and any loss of trade would be detrimental to the town.  It was unfortunate that the Fore Street works had commenced during the current recession.  However, the works had been commissioned in consultation with the Chamber of Commerce.  The upshot was that any short term loss would be met by long term gain and Fore Street would be a much nicer place for pedestrians.  He appealed to all those present not to talk Kingsbridge ‘down’ fearing that this could have a greater negative impact.  He assured traders that he would research the availability of emergency funding to allow free car parking, that a press release would be issued stating that Kingsbridge was open for business as usual, and that more and better road signage would be positioned in and around the town.
8.   District Cllr Howarth endorsed what had been said.  He had a long association with the Chamber of Commerce and a local retailer.  It was most important that the pavement was widened at the bottom of Fore Street.  He would research whether the build of pedestrian courtesy crossings further up the street could be completed while keeping the road open to traffic.  The town’s district councillors had pushed very hard to ensure that car parking charges were frozen for the following financial year and there was probably little mileage to pursue further parking benefits.  
9.   District Cllr O’Callaghan stated that 3 free parking days had been approved in December so there may be a case for requesting further free parking during the Fore Street works.  She would contact the member of the Executive responsible for such matters.
