MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




Sgt Jane Corkhill




3 Parishioners

06/219
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Ken Prowse & Keith Wingate, District Cllrs Jeff Beer & Marilyn Roadknight and Ruth Nickson (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette).  

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge electors.
06/220
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

220.1
Cllr Thorning gave his apologies for his dress that evening.  He reported 

that SHDC’s Monitoring Officer had made him aware of an amendment to the Members’ Code of Conduct and a consultation paper on the same.  Cllr Child commented that the Policy Committee was due to review the paper at its forthcoming meeting and would report back to council on 23 February 2007.

220.2
Sgt Corkhill reported that the number of crimes had reduced from December 2006 (40 crimes) to January 2007 (31 crimes).  Reductions had occurred in the areas of motor vehicle crime, public order incidents, burglaries, thefts and assaults and there had been no cases of arson in January; only criminal damage crimes had increased however, 3 people had been caught whilst actually committing the offences.  The Age Concern building remained an area of concern.  The town’s traffic warden was off work due to sickness however, a relief had been provided on an ad hoc basis from Ivybridge.  However, the Neighbourhood Beat Manager was also issuing parking tickets and the town’s Police Community Support Officer will have similar powers from April 2007.  Traffic Police had been targeting ‘boy racers’ over the previous weekend and are to repeat the process.  High visibility policing, particularly on Friday evenings, with drugs dogs, had proved successful and she hoped that councillors had witnessed the heightened Police presence in the town. 

Cllrs Hurrell & Cowling highlighted vandalism to trees in, and around, the Memorial Shelter, Embankment Road.  Sgt Corkhill noted the same.

Cllr Johnson queried Police support for SHDC’s closure of the Recreation Ground toilets.  Sgt Corkhill confirmed such support following a meeting with Peter Dale (Community Safety Officer).  Cllr Child commented that SHDC’s decision was part of the Clerk’s report that evening.

Cllr Freeman congratulated the Police on their recent efforts to combat crime and Cllr Child thanked Sgt Corkhill for her comprehensive report.

Sgt Corkhill left the Chamber.

220.3
County Cllr Brazil reported that the Childrens Centre, based at Kingsbridge Primary School, would commence business in April 2007.  It would fill the current gaps in local childcare provision and be managed by Barnardos.  Both DCC & SHDC were currently ratifying their respective budgets for the next financial year.  The proposed £1.00 overnight charge was supported by SHDC at the recent council meeting however, he was pleased to report that no Kingsbridge councillors supported the proposal.  DCC was to cut its road maintenance budget however, an extra £0.5m had been funded to offset the shortfall.  Hopefully, following much recent road maintenance in the town, the local impact would be minimal.  
Cllr Heavisides enquired whether the new car parking charges, for overnight parking, would be policed.  Moreover, he noted that future planning applications, with nil designated parking, would have to be carefully considered as drivers would presumably not wish to park in the district car parks, and pay charges, and this would lead to further on-street parking.  Cllr Hurrell agreed that the new overnight charge would mean more cars being parked in the estates.  Cllr Brazil replied that the car parks would probably be policed in the evening and early morning but nil further officers were due to be employed.  He agreed that more on-street car parking was inevitable and displacement would occur.  Currently drivers often left their car in a car park following an evening out and caught a taxi home; he did not wish to see people being encouraged to drive home.  He further explained that DCC was due to discuss traffic wardens at its meeting on 20 February 2007.

Cllr Child noted the extra £0.5m budget to offset road maintenance cuts following John Halliday’s (DCC Area South) announcement of a £1.5m cut.  Cllr Brazil acknowledged the same and noted that this reflected the cutting of a budget which needed to be increased by 7%.
Cllr Hill commented that it may be a worthwhile exercise to analyse the cost effectiveness of the new charge and possibly explore other methods of raising SHDC’s revenue.

Finally, Cllr Brazil reported that although the local Police had been criticised in the past for a lack of visibility, there was a lot more officers around now and they should be congratulated.
06/221
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business: ‘Take Away Food Stalls – Town Square’; to be taken at agenda item 06/231.


06/222
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
06/223
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  

06/224
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 23 January 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  

06/225
TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  In particular, Cllr Child reported on a successful meeting of South Hams Mayors & Clerks with the Chief Executive, Director of Operations and Leader of SHDC.  Furthermore, the Civic Service had been memorable and well received. 

06/226
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee of 6 February 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  The Committee had received a most professional and comprehensive presentation from Bayview Estates & Burgess Architects on the proposed supermarket (application 28/2431/06/O) at Cookworthy Road, Kingsbridge, and he reported on the salient points of detail.  One decision received was in accordance with council’s Recommendation.  One item of correspondence detailed that a planning appeal against SHDC’s refusal to develop a dwelling at land off Springfield Drive, Kingsbridge (application 28/0071/06/F) had been allowed and planning approval granted.  It was noted that council had Recommended approval.  A new Tree Preservation Order had been confirmed without modification at 12 & 14 Montagu Close, Kingsbridge in accordance with council’s Recommendation.  Of 8 planning applications received, 7 were supported and Recommended for approval, and one (formation of garage/store at 16 Scholars Walk, Kingsbridge) was Recommended for refusal.  Any further current planning matters were noted, in particular the Clerk would contact SHDC regarding a proposed wind farm at Goveton to ascertain whether council would be informed of a planning application, notwithstanding that it was in another parish.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.

06/227
TOWN CENTRE MAINTENANCE

Members were in receipt of SHDC’s draft document: ‘Protocol for Town Centre Maintenance’.  Cllr Child introduced the Protocol which was a successful outcome from recent meetings between South Hams town mayors & clerks and senior officers & leader of SHDC.  The towns had expressed dissatisfaction with some aspects of maintenance in the town centres, and communication with responsible officers at Follaton House, and SHDC had taken onboard their comments.  It was RESOLVED to support the initiative for 6 months and ratify SHDC’s ‘Protocol for Town Centre Maintenance’. 

Cllr Holwill entered the Chamber and gave his apologies. 
06/228
CLERK’S REPORT

228.1
Feedback from council meeting of 23 January 2007.  All actions had been taken.
228.2
Recreation Ground toilets – SHDC decision following council’s objection to closure.  Members had already been communicated SHDC’s decision.  The Property Services team, mindful of council’s recommendation, would keep the toilets closed until Easter.  Forty one incidents of vandalism had occurred this financial year to date and repairs had cost over £4,000.  However, it was intended to re-open at Easter and review the situation, with regard to permanent closure, during the summer.
228.3
Devon Primary Care Trust’s holding reply to council’s objection to reduced opening hours at the Minor Injury Unit, South Hams Hospital.  Council would receive a full response from the appropriate director in due course.
228.4
DCC’s reply to council’s enquiry regarding reduced highway maintenance.  The subject matter had already been raised earlier in the meeting.  The Clerk highlighted that Area Engineer (South) had yet to be advised formally of the budget cut in highway maintenance and would detail what impact this will make locally when the information was available.
228.5
DCC Highway Management – Area South – appointment of Highway Superintendent for Kingsbridge.  Following re-organisation the Highway Superintendent for Kingsbridge was Mike Watts.
228.6
DCC’s Temporary Road Closure Notice – o/s 59 Church St, Kingsbridge from 13 to 16 March 2007 (for utility work).  The Clerk detailed the same.
228.7
Coach Drivers’ Information Pack – input from Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce (KCC).  KCC was to organise/fund for the promotion of Kingsbridge in the ‘Coach Drivers Information Pack’ in an attempt to attract tourist coaches to the town this summer.  Council had previously supported this initiative.  Currently Brixham, Exeter, Honiton, Newton Abbot, Tavistock & Tiverton advertise in the publication.

228.8
South Hams Strategic Partnership – Community Partnership Forum – 1000 to 1230 on Monday 5 March 2007 at Totnes Civic Hall.  The Clerk promoted an invitation to the same.
228.9
South Hams Strategic Partnership – ‘The Who, Why, What, Where and How’ of the Compact for Devon – 1100 to 1300 on Monday 12 March 2007 at Follaton House, Totnes.  The Clerk promoted an invitation to the same.
228.10 South Hams Shopmobility Steering Group meeting – 1400 on Wednesday 21 February 2007 at Follaton House, Totnes.  The Clerk promoted an invitation to the same.
228.11   SHDC’s consideration of council’s representation re: car parking charges – SHDC Council meeting of 8 February 2007.  The subject matter had already been raised earlier in the meeting.  The Clerk highlighted that council’s representation to a rise in car parking charges, and introduction of an ‘overnight’ charge, had been minuted in the meeting’s supporting papers and considered.
228.12  ‘Trees Walkabout’ with Ken Carter (SHDC Head of Landscape & Leisure) 0830 on Tuesday 20 February 2007.  Due to current human resource pressures in SHDC’s trees department, Ken Carter was to accompany the Clerk on a walkabout to survey any ongoing issues. 
228.13 Salcombe Harbour Board’s Consultation – Management of Whitestrand Pontoon.  It was agreed for the consultation document to be considered by the next meeting of the Planning Committee to report to council on 27 February 2007.  
228.14   Presentation by District Cllrs Mike Saltern & Isabel Steer and Paula Brooks (Director of Operations) at council meeting on 27 February 2007.  The Clerk detailed that SHDC members with responsibility for Kingsbridge would report on current matters at the next council meeting.
228.15   DCC’s holding reply to Council’s enquiry regarding bus stops in the Embankment Road.  The matter was being investigated and council would receive a full response in due course. 

228.16   Western Backway – collapsed wall situation report.  SHDC Building Control Surveyor was to inspect the wall and council would be informed of the way forward in due course. 
06/229
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

229.1
Cllr Johnson had attended a meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau.  The weekly Outreach Centre at Quay house was well used; with many enquires involving debt counselling.  CAB was to approach Salcombe Town Council for funding because many of the users came from the Salcombe area.  
229.2
Cllr Cowling had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Agenda 21 Group and reported that the Grassroots Project was to be launched in March 2007 which would promote sustainable lifestyles.  Points of contact were Cllr Cowling or John Willars.
229.3
Cllr Cowling had also attended a meeting of the Estuary Boat Club.  Crime had dropped considerably following commencement of the Boatwatch initiative.  Interest had been expressed by members in volunteering to monitor CCTV cameras.  The group’s annual general meeting was to take place the following week.

229.4
Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Heavisides, had attended a meeting of the Rest Centre Committee.  The group may request a dedicated car parking space at Quay House.
229.5
Cllr Washington had also attended a meeting of the Kingsbridge Feoffees.  She stated that it was pleasing that community groups were utilising the cinema for their events.  
06/230
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 23 January 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £5,627.28 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/231
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD:  TAKE AWAY FOOD STALLS - TOWN SQUARE
Members received an enquiry from Ian Hosking (SHDC Street Scene Manager)

requesting council’s opinion on the operation of more take away stalls in the
town square.  Members were unanimous that one fast food take away stall was

sufficient, the current operator provided a good service, and there were many
other take away outlets in the town which provided take away foodstuffs.  It was
RESOLVED that no further take away stalls should operate in the town square.   
06/232
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

232.1
Cllr Freeman reported that a Kingsbridge Conservatives’ newsletter was being widely distributed around the town which contained wrong information.  Namely, that the town council’s proportion of council tax was 10% whilst the Police received 2%; the opposite figures were the correct ones.  He stated that this showed the council in a bad light, and asked whether a public apology should be made by the producers of the newsletter.  Cllr Child replied that this was one of many misleading statements of late being levelled against the council.  He was aware of the newsletter which also included discrepancies regarding the Local Development Framework plans and physical geography of electoral wards.  The Clerk had pointed the errors out to the producer however, the newsletter continued to be distributed.  It was agreed to discuss the issue later in the meeting under Confidential matters.
232.2
Cllr Heavisides commented that he would ask District Cllrs Saltern & Steer, at the next council meeting, as to what value SHDC places on public consultation.  He cited, for example, that despite many organisations objecting to new car parking charges, including the council, the new scheme had been approved.  Cllr Johnson added that under the Local Government Act 2000 it was SHDC’s duty to listen to local councils and it would be polite to make the district councillors aware of the question.  Cllr Child acknowledged Cllrs Heavisides & Johnson’s comments and replied that the Clerk would make SHDC aware of the question to be posed.

232.3
Cllr Cowling asked when the planters in Embankment Road were to be replaced by bollards.  Cllr Child replied that the Clerk would hasten the matter with DCC.
06/233
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public left the Chamber

CONFIDENTIAL

Cllr Child reported that on completion of the recent South Hams town mayors/SHDC meeting,SHDC’s Chief Executive had requested an update on the towns’ various community plans for their next meeting in April 2007.   He proposed that Brian Lowe (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership) be asked to meet with Cllr Freeman, the Clerk and himself to review the various projects contained within the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area MCTi plan.  Members agreed that this was of interest and the council should comply with SHDC’s request.
06/234
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2007

Members were in receipt of 2 nominations.  Standing Orders were suspended during the course of the selection process.  It was RESOLVED that Mr Terry Moore be awarded Kingsbridge Citizen of the Year for 2007.
06/235
LOCAL ELECTIONS 2007

It was RESOLVED that council should promote the forthcoming local elections as best possible by newsletter, press releases, radio/TV interviews and a promotion event in March to coincide with the Farmers Market.  It was further RESOLVED (following the question at agenda item 232.1) that a press release be forwarded to the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette to announce the errors of fact contained in a recent newsletter distributed around the town.
The meeting closed at 2045.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date 

