MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Alex Marwood




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




District Cllr Jeff Beer




District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight




Police Inspector Paul Morgan




Jane Fitzgerald, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

At the outset Cllr Child welcomed everyone back on completion of the council’s summer recess.   

06/94

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Beryl Washington & County Cllr Julian Brazil.

Public Open Forum

There were no statements from parishioners.

06/95

REPORTS FORM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

95.1
District Cllr Thorning reported some facts and figures relating to affordable housing which was the district council’s number one priority.  In particular, the average cost of a home in the district was £275K while the average yearly income was £17K.  The district authority was very keen to address the issue.  He also detailed that the Salcombe Harbour Authority had recovered lifebelts which had been thrown into the estuary and proposed that people needed to be reminded just how important they were in helping to save lives.  He noted that inland waterways and quarries could be dangerous places too.  Every year 270 people drown within inland water sites in England and 6 people drowned in Devon in 2003.  What started sometimes as a prank, in throwing a lifebelt away, could subsequently lead to a very serious issue.  He appealed for the message to get out that lifebelts were vital and should not be tampered with in any circumstance.

95.2
District Cllr Roadknight reported that badgers had caused some damage in Kingsway Park.  There was a concrete passageway which allowed them to cross under the road and it was prohibited to interfere with badgers within 30m of a set.  DEFRA, English Nature and the Police had been involved to try to solve the issue and it was hoped that the situation would be resolved.  She had been investigating the recycling of disposable nappies which had been championed in the Netherlands, USA and Australia.  It was estimated that 85% of nappies could be recycled with minimal impact and she had contacted a company which could manage this.  They would provide the resources to recycle but the district authority would need to provide the nappies.  Finally, she mentioned that townspeople had been notified of new waste collection dates which would come into effect soon. 
Members commented that the modern world’s ‘throwaway’ culture had created the problem of nappies and hopefully ‘green’ lobbying would change the situation.  Cllr Roadknight agreed that it was a fact of life and it would be difficult to go backwards to laundering cotton nappies; cylinders were available to store used nappies prior to recycling and DCC promoted the use of nappy inners.  

95.3
District Cllr Beer reported that badgers travelled to their food source and this summer had seen a proliferation of leather-jackets which was a badger favourite.  A lorry-loading crab had fallen into the estuary and the Salcombe Harbour Board team had carried out a sterling job to contain the incident ensuring that diesel/oil did not spread.  The old Board had finished and interviews for the new Board were to take place next week.  The Chamber of Commerce had been approached regarding the return of coach trips to the town which could be beneficial to local businesses.  The idea was to drop off at the top of Fore Street, wait at the Cattle Market car park, and pick up at the bus station.  He was aware that only 4 coach spaces were available at the Cattle Market and requested the council’s thoughts on the proposal.  The Community Policy Group was due to meet this week and 3 new members of staff were in place to deal with affordable housing.  The Licensing Committee were due to commence work to incorporate the new Gambling Act regulations, and concessions’ policy was due to be discussed by the district council on 21 September.  Finally, he was mindful of the continual damage to the Age Concern building and felt that the recent informal discussion on anti-social behaviour with the district’s town councils, at Follaton House, had been very worthwhile.

Cllr Johnson felt that coach companies were not informed about Kingsbridge and maybe the Kingsbridge Information Office should be made aware.  At the previous night’s Saltstone Group meeting it was considered that, whilst the Cattle Market car park was well marked at the junction to the location, some earlier notification may be required on the 3 main roads leading into it.  Cllr Beer felt that coaches were not stopping in the town because there was a perception of not being welcomed.  Some towns like coaches and some did not however, Kingsbridge did lend itself to a drop off point at the top of Fore Street with the gradual walk down hill to the Quay.  Cllr Child stated that this should be an agenda item for the next meeting and the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce would be requested to make comment.
95.4
Insp Morgan reported on crime figures to date and drew comparisons between this year and last; which had seen an overall increase of 3 offences from 192 to 195.  There had been reductions in certain areas however, there had been an increase in harassment, other offences (e.g. shed break-ins), and other theft.  Burglary offences had remained stable and Kingsbridge was the only town in the district which had seen a decrease in criminal damage.    Waterborne theft was well down and he felt this was due to the vigilance of the Boat Watch initiative.  Overall, the figures were good news.  His team were actively targeting 3 individuals and he had held discussions with the local Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Co-ordinator regarding the placement of ASB Orders on conviction.  Within, his sector an ASBO had been placed on a person in Dartmouth following a pattern of unruly behaviour.  A Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) was to be placed in Salcombe for the time being to replace a Beat Manager who had to be posted elsewhere.  It was planned for 2 PCSOs to be stationed in Kingsbridge from January 2007.  This was not to deny that there was not a need in the town but reflected priorities across his sector of control.  Personnel were undergoing training and 3 PCSOs had stated Kingsbridge as their preference.

Cllr Prowse asked how many offences were required before an ASBO could be applied.  Insp Morgan replied it was all about the nature of offences not the actual number.  An ASBO states that there are certain things a person cannot do.  It was necessary to consider ASBOs carefully and consult with the ASB Co-ordinator, and professionals in the field, before making decisions.  

Cllr Heavisides felt that the placement of a PCSO in Salcombe seemed fine now but the town was very quiet from October onwards.  He also enquired if PCSOs had to patrol in pairs.  Insp Morgan replied that PCSOs did not have to work in pairs.  He reiterated that it was essential to place a PCSO in Salcombe as an officer had been lost, due to circumstances outside his control, and he could not leave only one officer to patrol the town and its rural area.  Hard choices had to be made and he believed the correct decision had been made.  

Cllr Johnson had been made aware that people were leaving Fusions nightclub at 0300 carrying drinks and bottles had been thrown through windows.  Insp Morgan replied that he was aware of the incident in question and considered that Fusions was generally well run.  He would make sure that the situation was addressed and was attempting to take action regarding the serving of alcohol to people who are drunk.  

Cllr Child enquired if he was content with the number of knives which had been handed-in during the recent amnesty.  Insp Morgan replied that knives had been placed in a sealed bin but felt that a fair amount had been received.

Cllr Holwill commented that in Totnes last week he had seen 3 PCSOs patrolling the main street.  Insp Morgan replied that he was aware that one of them was undergoing training.

District Cllr Beer stated that the district council was now responsible for licensing and any landlord serving alcohol to persons considered drunk should be brought before the licensing officer.  He also asked whether PCSOs had to finish their duties at 2200 and whether they could work overtime.  Insp Morgan replied that PCSOs could work overtime however, the 2200 deadline was a national restriction regarding Health & Safety issues which had major implications.  Cllr Holwill commented that in London PCSOs worked after 2200.  Insp Morgan replied that the Metropolitan Police worked different routines than the remainder of the Police force.

Cllr Child thanked Insp Morgan for his comprehensive report. 
District Cllr Beer & Police Insp Morgan left the Chamber 
06/96

URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Child proposed one item of urgent business, a further request for funding, to be taken under confidential matters.
06/97

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Hurrell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/105.2: ‘Clerk’s Report: Feedback from Town Inspection of 1 August 2006’ if the land at Derby Road was to be discussed.
Cllr Cowling declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/111: ‘Requests for Grant Aid/Funding’.
06/98

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

06/99

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT
Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  


06/100
SUMMER RECESS PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 August 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  He reported that the Committee had made Resolutions under delegated authority from the council during the summer recess.  All 4 planning decisions received were in accordance with the council’s recommendations.  One item of planning correspondence had been noted.  A Tree Preservation Order had been served and an application for works to a tree was supported.  The Committee had Resolved that 8 of 9 planning applications received be approved.  An application (28/1571/06/F) for a development of 6 dwellings at 1-2 Tumbly Hill was not supported.  Subsequent to the committee meeting objections were received to an application (28/1520/06/F) to construct a new dwelling on land adjacent to 4 Leigham Terrace.  A site visit had taken place, and members of the committee discussed the same and felt that the objections did not constitute justifiable planning reasons.  Cllrs Holwill & Wingate stated that they had received calls regarding the application and Cllr Freeman commented that infill housing should be encouraged.  Any further current planning matters were noted.  It was RESOLVED to note the Resolutions made by the Planning Committee.
06/101
POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 1 September 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Cowling.  Debate had taken place on: public realm matters; summer concert season; this year’s local democracy campaign; Market & Coastal Towns Initiative; community centre for the town; burial law & policy in the 21st century; 3 policy papers from central government, SHDC & SWRA respectively; staff development and policy documentation for the council.  Regarding the latter, Cllr Heavisides cautioned that the council ought to be wary of how much work it could take on given its staff resources.   Cllr Cowling agreed but felt that, whilst the production of policy documents was initially labour intensive, once in place it should ensure more effective running of the council.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.     
06/102
SOUTH HAMS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK (LDF)

Members were in receipt of an analysis of the LDF’s Statement of Community Involvement from Cllr Johnson.  He reported that he had taken the text from the actual document and advised that whilst it made sense he had some concerns regarding the consultation process.  It stated that SHDC are required to consult with major authorities from the SWRA to local councils however, it only suggested consultation with major interest groups and other stakeholders where appropriate.  He believed it was the town council’s duty to consult and suggested a questionnaire to glean local opinion as SHDC were working on a community plan accepted 3 years ago.  Cllr Wingate questioned whether the council had the resources for such an undertaking.  Cllr Child commented that members were due to host a meeting with the MCTi local regeneration group on the following Tuesday and thanked Cllr Johnson for his analysis.  
06/103
KINGSBRIDGE & DISTRICT ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of a proposal from District Cllr Beer & John Halliday (DCC Local Service Officer) for members to consider making the Kingsbridge & District Road Safety Committee a sub committee of the town council.  Debate revealed that the committee’s attendance levels had fallen recently; it was the remit of the council to look at road safety matters within its boundary only; members could not make decisions which affected other parishes; the committee was formed in the 1980s; is funded by DCC and the Local Service Officer could be invited to report to council to discuss particular issues on an ‘as and when’ basis.  It was RESOLVED not to adopt the Road Safety Committee under the auspices of the town council; to address any road safety matters within the parish boundary at the Policy Committee; that the Policy Committee’s terms of reference be altered to reflect this change; and to respond to District Cllr Beer & John Halliday detailing the way forward.
District Cllr Roadknight left the Chamber
06/104
FLOWER PLANTERS

Members were in receipt of DCC’s letter (IBH of 7 August 2006) which reviewed the temporary flower planters on The Promenade, Embankment Road.  A list of 3 options were suggested which addressed the council’s concerns and to move the situation forward.  It was RESOLVED to accept an option which would revert to the original expectation of the council i.e. to replace the temporary wooden planters with Manchester style bollards and to inform DCC of the same.
06/105
CLERK’S REPORT

105/1
Feedback from council meeting of 25 July 2006.  All actions taken.
105/2
Feedback from Town Inspection of 1 August 2006.  The Clerk reported that a forthcoming Property Committee would be reviewing all council property so his report would only detail areas outside the council’s control.  Letters to SHDC regarding Cookworthy car park maintenance, and Quayside flower beds/litter bins, concerns had not received replies to date.  Members were in receipt of an e.mail from SHDC replying to concerns at Duncombe Park and the Recreation Ground.  
105/3 Twyford former pupils visit of 1 September 2006.  A successful tour of Quay House had taken place with a talk by Cllr Child.  A photograph had been placed in the foyer
105/4 Shopmobility Taster Days of 4 & 11 September 2006.  The 2 pilot days had been successful and Zoe Harris (Co-ordinator) had asked that her thanks be passed on to all members who supported the events.  Photographs had been placed in the foyer
105/5 SLCC Devon Branch AGM of 8 September 2006.  The Clerk reported on a meeting of traditional AGM business, good networking and an excellent talk by Richard Walden (SLCC President) on bullying at work.
105/6
Notification of Temporary Road Closures.  The Clerk detailed the following:
· Upton Cross to Heddeswell Cross, Kingsbridge – with effect from 29 Aug 06 for 32 days (water mains work).

· Bridge Street, Kingsbridge – 18 Sep 06 8 days (gas diversion) & retrospective notice for 10 Sep 06.

· Coombe Lane, Kingsbridge – 9 Oct 06 5 days (drainage work).
Members commented that closure of Bridge Street on 10 September had resulted in much disruption.  The Clerk would contact DCC to make them aware of the situation.
105/7 SHDC’s CS/RM of 26 Jul 06 – Dispensations.  Members were in receipt of the letter which explained the dispensation policy where 50% or over of the council would be prevented from taking part in a matter due to the declaration of prejudicial interests.  
105/8 SHDC Development Control & Conservation User Group of 18 September 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same and Cllr Freeman would attend.
105/9 South Hams & West Devon Primary Care Trust AGM of 27 September 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same.
105/10 DAPC AGM & Networking Event of 30 September 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same.
105/11 Funding Event – Liverton Village Hall of 3 October 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same and Cllr Johnson would attend.
105/12 Grassroots Project Food Fair of 7 October 2006.  A local food fair was to take place with street entertainment, extending into Quay House car park, alongside a special Farmers Market linked to Devon Celebration of Food month. 
105/13  SHDC Budget Consultation Meeting with Town & Parish Councils of 25 September 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same.
105/14   Kingsbridge & District Business Club – Networking event & presentation by Anne Rossiter of 20 September 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same.
105/15  South Hams Community Partnership Forum of 27 September 2006.  The Clerk detailed the same.

105/16  Newton Abbot Town Criers’ Competition of 9 September 2006.  Roger Pinder, the town crier, came 3rd in his first competition from over 20 town criers from around the South West.
06/106
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

106.1
Cllr Heavisides had attended DAPC’s Larger Councils Sub-Committee (LGSC) on 27 July and members received a report of the event.  Moreover, he had suggested to Lesley Smith (DAPC) that the NALC debate a motion to question the benefits of Quality Council Status but had amended his motion to ‘Quality Council Status – The Benefits’ after being accused of negativity.  
106.2
Cllr Heavisides had also attended a Cookworthy Museum Management Committee on 5 September.  The museum was due to undertake major electrical works which would impact on their finances; application for funding was to be made for a new gallery; and an interesting programme of talks had been arranged.  He further reported that the council may wish to consider some form of financial sponsorship for the museum as it was essential to safeguard the town’s heritage.  Cllr Child commented that the council used to offer financial support some years ago.

106.3
Cllr Johnson had attended a Skatepark Working Group on 2 August.  The proposal for a site off West Alvington Hill was in abeyance at the moment due to legal issues.  Cllr Freeman commented that a planned subsequent meeting in Quay House had been postponed.  Members felt that it was depressing that the project was not moving forward.  

106.4
Cllr Child alongside County Cllr Brazil, John Halliday (Local Services Officer), Cllr Marwood & the Clerk had driven around the town highlighting car parking black-spots on 15 August.  The Clerk held a copy of a survey conducted by Mr Cummins of Saffron Park detailing his perception of the balance between commuters and residents parking and Cllr Child & the Clerk intended to conduct their own study in due course.  

106.5
Cllr Cowling had attended a meeting of the Twinning Association and reported that a party from Germany would arrive p.m. Sunday 8 October.  The council would host a Reception.

106.6
Cllr Johnson had attended the Salcombe Harbour Board on 5 September.  He reported that some concerns had been raised regarding replacement of house boats including ownership and storage issues.
106.7
Cllr Johnson had also attended the Saltstone Group on 11 September.  District Cllr May & Chris Lucas (SHDC Head of Business Development) spoke on car parking issues and it was mooted that car boot sales may be moved from near the Quay slipway to another location.  The use of parking meters in Fore Street was also suggested.   
06/107
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 September 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £11,857.30 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  Members commented that the rise in postage charges would affect the budget. 

06/108
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Child proposed that one item of urgent business be taken under Confidential matters as previously detailed at agenda item 06/96.
06/109
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

109.1
Cllr Holwill had received an enquiry regarding car parking issues during the school run to Kingsbridge Primary School which saw Fosse Road very congested and hindered residents of Scholars Walk.  It was agreed to write to the Primary School requesting they advice parents to be responsible; copies to John Halliday (DCC Local Service Officer) & Insp Morgan.
109.2
Cllr Cowling had been made aware of ASB incidents at Westville Flats and was taking up the issue with the housing agency, SHDC & DCC.
06/110
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.
Members of the press left the Chamber
CONFIDENTIAL

06/111
REQUEST FOR GRANT AID/FUNDING

It was RESOLVED to make the following disbursements:
· £1,000.00 to Devon Youth Service - South Hams (from Grant Aid budget).  To support the development of youth nights at Quayside Leisure Centre

· £550.00 to Kingsbridge Christmas Lights Appeal (from Decorative Lighting budget).  To fund the seasonal display.

Cllr Cowling left the Chamber for the following agenda item
· £200.00 to Twinning Association (from Grand Aid budget).  To fund their annual outgoings.
The meeting closed at 2100.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
