MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2006

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

06/177
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies. 

Public Open Forum

There were no questions/statements from parishioners.

06/178
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

178.1
Cllr Roadknight had attended the annual general meeting of Silver Lining Kingsbridge.  The group provided a much needed service to families which had family members or friends who misused drugs and/or alcohol.  SHDC had been successful in selling kitchen caddy liners and was to provide liners for larger bins.  Tone Leisure was now managing the district leisure centres and work had started at Quayside to improve facilities.  The ‘South Hams 9 Days of Art’ had realised sales of £56,000 and commissions of £34,000 and had been most successful.  SHDC’s original estimation of a requirement for 330 new homes each year had risen to 600 due to deadlines and a housing list backlog.  A new committee had been formed purely to consider new housing issues.  She had attended the silent vigil that afternoon at the Telephone Exchange when the Planning Inspectorate had visited the site; following a planning application appeal against refusal for a mobile phone radio mast.  Members of the public had commented that it was a pity there was no Christmas tree in the town centre.  Finally, she announced that the Liberal Democrats PPC was County Cllr Brazil. 

178.2
Cllr Brazil reported that DCC was reviewing children’s centre provision following a government sponsored initiative.  Two new classrooms were to be built at the primary school which would provide services for families and children from pre-natal to 5 year olds.  He was the Executive Support member for Property and on 19 December a report was to be received regarding the transfer of property services to an external body.  DCC and Norfolk CC would be the sole shareholders in Norfolk Property Services South West; the proposed re-organisation was anticipated to cut costs and red tape.  Finally, he requested help, and a show of solidarity, to halt the relocation of Dartington College of Art from its current base in the South Hams.  Totnes Town Council was very concerned and a meeting was scheduled for 18 December 2006 to highlight the issue.  Cllr Child commented that the council was likely to show support for retention of the college in the district.
06/179
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed 3 items of urgent business: 

· SHDC Off-Street Car Parking Charges (to be taken early out-of-turn)
· South Hams Hospital Cutbacks
· Grounds Maintenance Contract (to be taken under Confidential Matters)

06/191.1
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD – SHDC OFF-STREET CAR

PARKING CHARGES

Cllr Heavisides reported that council had recently received notice of an amendment to SHDC car parking charges effective from 25 March 2007; any response was required by 28 December 2006.  While the 30 minute charge was to decrease from 45 to 25 pence all other charges were to rise.  In particular, a new charge of £1.00 was to be introduced from 1800 until 0800 in the high season.  Members made several comments:

· Overnight parking charges had been muted previously but a campaign was successful in stopping it
· Ivybridge would not have overnight charges

· It would be interesting to glean the opinions of Dartmouth & Totnes councils regarding the new charges

· It was hoped that district councillors would challenge the new charges

· It would be detrimental to tourism and drive shoppers to out-of-town supermarkets
· Many local people did not have the opportunity for on-street car parking and had to use the district car parks for overnight parking; the new charge would really affect them

· New developments in the town did not have sufficient car parking and would also be affected
· Charging for SHDC staff at Follaton House was not deemed appropriate however, charging for Kingsbridge workers was satisfactory
· The local press should support the stance of the town council

County Cllr Brazil replied, stating that he probably spoke for District Cllrs Roadknight & Thorning also, that members had continually voted against increased charges at budget meetings and had enquired about charges at Follaton House.  He believed the current amendment was totally unsatisfactory

and congratulated the town council, and the Saltstone Group, on opposing it and supported their stance 100%.  A district council meeting was to take place on 21 December 2006 however, the deadline for questions had already gone but hopefully there would be an opportunity to raise concerns.  It was RESOLVED that a firm letter be sent to SHDC, highlighting all issues raised, detailing council was totally against any rise in off-street car parking charges; to be copied to Dartmouth & Totnes town councils.


06/180
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
06/181
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
06/182
TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  Cllr Heavisides thanked the mayor for his recent Social Evening and members agreed it had been a most successful event.   

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
06/183
PLANNING DECISIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Members were in receipt of 2 decisions.  Both were in accordance with the council’s Recommendations and noted:

28/1925/06/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Provision of Garage and conversion of existing garage to bedroom.  16 Hillside Drive, Kingsbridge TQ7 1JT.
Mr E G Jarvis

KTC  Recommended approval

28/1864/06/F – Planning Permission Granted.  To reinstate 2 flats to one dwelling house, Windrush, 16 Warren Road, Kingsbridge TQ71LB.
Mr J Pengelly

KTC  Recommended approval
One item of correspondence (SHDC’s ME/JC/28/1707/06 dated 5 December 2006) had been received detailing an appeal following refusal of planning permission for alterations, extension and change of use to form a hot food takeaway (sea food & fish bar) at 61 Fore Street, Kingsbridge.  Responses were required by 3 January 2007.  The council had objected to the original application and it was RESOLVED to re-state its objection to the Planning Inspectorate.
06/184
TREE WORKS

Members were in receipt of one item of tree works:
TPO 1990 - Register Number of Notice 2514.  Kahala Court, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge.  To fell one beech tree.

D J Cotton
Cllrs Freeman & Wingate, Tree Wardens, reported that the tree had rot and was in poor condition.  It was RESOLVED to Recommend felling; and subsequent re-planting at the site. 
06/185
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members were in receipt of 4 planning applications:
28/2217/06/F – Alteration and extension to create annexe for elderly relative.

14 Warren Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LB.

Mr & Mrs D Gilchrist
No Objection
28/2244/06/CU – Change of use to dental surgery.  Unit 3, Duke Street Court, Bridge Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1HX.

Mr & Mrs R John

No Objection
28/2249/06/F – Erection of mini wind turbine to outbuilding.  Sunnypatch, Western Backway, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QB.
Mr G Smith

No Objection
28/2266/06/F – Provision of new door at first floor level and access bridge to rear garden.  5 Wallingford Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1NA.
Mr A J Lammie

No Objection

It was RESOLVED to forward the planning consultation to SHDC.
06/186
POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 1 December 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Cowling.  Topics had included an update on current projects, deliberation of the Local Government White Paper ‘Strong & Prosperous Communities’, analysis of the Town Consultation Panel’s feedback following consultation on town planning and local quality of life issues, and a response to SHDC’s Public Space Strategy ‘Special Places & Active Spaces’.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.  
06/187
KINGSBRIDGE VISITORS CENTRE/COMMUNITY HALL

Following Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership’s (KSAP) presentation to council on 28 November 2006 on the ‘Centre for Inspiration’ project; members were in receipt of a briefing on the same and current intentions for a Community Hall.  Members were mindful of recent feedback from the Town Consultation Panel regarding support for a community hub and the matter was discussed at length.  

It was RESOLVED for the council to note KSAP’s ‘Centre for Inspiration’ project but it could not support the same as it was not deemed a priority.  However, it was enthusiastic about, and recognised the requirement for, a community hall for the town. 

It was further RESOLVED for Cllr Freeman, alongside the incumbent mayor, to be appointed to KSAP’s steering group for the ‘Community Hall’ project; to report back to council as the project developed.  
District Cllr Roadknight left the Chamber
06/188
CLERK’S REPORT

188.1
Feedback from council meeting of 28 November 2006.  All actions taken.
188.2
District Leisure Centres – Future Management Update.  Members were in receipt of SHDC’s latest update (No.6) regarding Tone Leisure’s management of district leisure centres which began on 1 December 2006.
188.3
SHDC Budget Meeting with Town & Parish Councils (with 

representatives from DCC, Police & Fire Service) – 1830 for 1900

Thursday 18 January 2007 at Follaton House, Totnes.  The Clerk promoted the meeting which required a response by 12 January 2007; Cllr Child wished to attend.
188.4
Public Meeting (& afternoon drop-in session) with 02(UK) Ltd – proposed mobile 
phone radio station – 1930 Tuesday 16 January 2007 at Quay House.  Angela Johnson, 02(UK)Ltd, had confirmed her attendance.
188.5
CCTV Project for the Town Square.  Police Inspector Morgan’s report had been received and a meeting was to be held with Insp Williams & PC Flatman (Crime Reduction Officer) at 1030 on 14 December 2006 to which all members were invited.
188.6
Promenade Flower Planters – Replacement with Bollards.  The Clerk had consulted with frontagers on the proposal, on behalf  of DCC, and one reply had been received by the deadline of 8 December 2006.
188.7
Invitation to Town Square Ice Skating – 1800 Friday 15 December 2006.  Members had been invited to the opening of the Ice Skating Rink. 
188.8
Recreation Ground – Public Toilets Closure.  The disabled toilet had been fire damaged during the week.  Subsequently, SHDC had closed the toilets until Easter 2007 to avoid further expenditure on persistent vandalism.
188.9
Bus Shelters, Town Square – Graffiti Damage.  SHDC had paid the council’s invoice for Caretaker labour/materials.
188.10  Neighbourhood Policing Seminar – 0930-1600 Thursday 11 January 2007 at Seale Hayne, Newton Abbot.  The Clerk had booked a place for the council at the seminar which was a Devon wide initiative.
188.11  Town Centre Maintenance & Public Realm Issues.  Members received a copy of SHDC’s Chief Executive response (CE/REB/NR dated 11 December 2006) to the recent town mayors’ meeting which discussed SHDC’s town centre maintenance and public realm issues.
06/189
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

189.1
Cllr Heavisides had attended a meeting of the Cookworthy Museum Management Committee.  Unfortunately, the pharmacy artefacts would have to be moved next year as the collection had incurred rental charges.  The museum struggled financially and was set to make a loss this financial year.  SHDC was the only district council in Devon which did not support museums.  He was aware of other town councils which supported their local museums and felt that the council may wish to look favourably towards future funding.
06/190
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 14 November 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £4,967.39 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/191.2
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD – SOUTH HAMS HOSPITAL 

CUTBACKS
Cllr Freeman reported that Devon Primary Care Trust planned to close the hospital’s Minor Injury Unit at 1730 rather than retaining the current overnight service.  Members were unanimous in their objection to the proposal on several grounds.  It was agreed to contact the Hospital League of Friends and gain solidarity in opposing the plans.  It was RESOLVED to write to Devon Primary Care Trust, in conjunction with the Hospital League of Friends, to oppose the plan for a dilution of service at the Minor Injury Unit.   
06/191.3
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 

AND PRESS 
It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the Press left the Chamber
CONFIDENTIAL

06/191.4
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD - GROUNDS 



MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
Cllr Johnson reported that the Finance Committee that morning (minutes to be received on 9 January 2007) had highlighted a requirement to alter the current methodology for grounds upkeep.  It was RESOLVED for a holistic contract to be realised for grounds maintenance to encompass Quay House grounds, St Edmunds Churchyard and Embankment Road Cemetery; rather than the current split between salaried and contracted-out work.   
06/192
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

192.1
Cllr Washington stated that the Christmas Lights may have extended more onto the Quay area.  Cllr Child replied that this could be mentioned to the organisers for next year.

Cllr Child announced the dates/times of council visits over the Christmas period and invited other members to join him:

· Post Office Sorting Office – 23 December 2006 at 0700

· Ambulance Station – 25 December 2006 at 0930

· Police Station – on completion of Ambulance Station visit.
The meeting closed at 2043.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date 

