MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




Ruth Nickson, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




2 Parishoners

07/87

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Dennis Holwill & Graham James.

Public Open Forum

Mr John Speed made the statement at Annex A.

07/88
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

88.1 Insp Chivers reported on the crime statistics for July and August 2007 

which related to Kingsbridge town only.  In July, 24 crimes had been committed compared to 50 in July 2006.  In particular, the number of assaults was down and personnel had been interviewed concerning a shop burglary.  In August, 27 crimes had been committed compared to 43 in August 2006.  Eight assaults had all involved the night time economy including one crime of grievous bodily harm however, a person involved was to attend court shortly.  The Alcohol Designation Order was being enforced via the award of fixed penalty fines (FPN).  Only one FPN could be issued per 28 day period, and a total of 3 in one year, to the same person.  Therefore repeat offenders would be dealt with at magistrates court.  Speeding along the Embankment Road was being enforced via Section 59 notices and offenders could lose their vehicles.  High visibility foot patrols had taken place throughout Fair Week which had been successful.  Finally, there had been no reports of damage at either the Community College or Primary School during the school holidays. 

Cllr Rees thanked the Police for dealing with the drinking of alcohol in public places and car speeding.  Cllr Griffin stated that he believed some older persons were supplying under age drinkers with alcohol.  Insp Chivers replied that a licensee had recently been fined £80 and served with a notice for selling alcohol to under age persons.  However, he was aware that some parents were supplying their own children with alcohol and an adult education scheme was ongoing to encourage this practice to stop.

Cllr Gilbert thanked Insp Chivers for his comprehensive report.

Insp Chivers left the Chamber 

88.2 Cllr Brazil also offered his support to the local Police and reported that

Sgt Corkhill and her team were a real asset to the town.  He had attended a recent DCC Executive meeting; 20 mph speed limits are not enforced and members had asked to see the Chief Constable.  Funding for schools in Devon was poor compared to the rest of the country which resulted in £377 less per child than in other authorities indeed, Devon came 144th out of 150 for monies per pupil.  This was very unfair and means 10 to 12 teachers less at the college. He was organising a meeting with Ben Bradshaw MP (Minister for the South West) to push for fair funding.  It had been a marvellous summer with the pinnacle being East Prawle’s defeat of Kingsbridge at cricket!

88.3 Cllr O’Callaghan reported that SHDC had placed a questionnaire on its 

website to gain the public’s thoughts on its finance budget.  Tetra packs could now be recycled in a bright orange bay at Cookworthy car park’s recycling unit.  Five of these had been funded and positioned around the district by Tetra.  A trial was to take place at Totnes later in the month for businesses to recycle their used card and paper.  She was aware of an item in the Clerk’s Report to champion ‘Recycle Devon’ shopping bags and commented that it would be good news for the town to attempt to emulate Modbury by banishing plastic bags.  She recognised this may be something council was already considering and Kingsbridge was larger however, Fore Street may be appropriate to be a plastic bag free zone.  The consultation deadline for T-Mobile UK Ltd’s proposal for a phone mast at the Telephone Exchange had been extended by 2 weeks to 21st September.  Finally, a full district council meeting was to take place on 13th September. 

88.4 Cllr Gilbert reported that a working group was to consider South Hams 

Public Open Space Strategy on 20th September which he would attend.  The Sport South Hams Awards 2007 were to take place in Totnes on 7th November and nominations were required.  It was likely that a press release would be released shortly detailing the relocation of Western Power and the go ahead for a new car park on the site; as part of the development of a new supermarket in Cookworthy Road.  Salcombe Harbour Board’s business strategy had been adopted by SHDC.  Five new vehicles had been supplied to the waste collection service.  Some shared working and services with West Devon and the Plymouth eastern corridor was working well.  Finally, South West Water had provided a report to Scrutiny detailing their rationale for high costs in the district.   

88.5
Cllr Howarth reported that he too was to attend the Public Space Strategy working group but had nothing to add to the previous statements made by his fellow district councillors.
07/89

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  
07/90

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/91

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 24 July 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/92

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members were in receipt of a synopsis of Cllr Gilbert’s recent civic duties; which he intended to produce quarterly.


07/93

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 22 August 2007 and 4 September 2007.


 

07/94

ENVIRONMENT WORKING GROUP MATTERS

Members received a report from the Environment Working Group requesting the consideration of 2 matters to glean a greater sense of civic pride in the town:

· To hold an Open Forum one evening in October to commence
community involvement in the South Hams Public Space Strategy; the meeting to be arranged alongside SHDC officers.
· To hold a meeting with interested parties to discuss the town entering the 

RHS Britain in Bloom competition.

It was RESOLVED for council to facilitate meetings to discuss the South Hams Public Space Strategy and Britain in Bloom competition.
07/95

CCTV

The Clerk gave a situation report on CCTV:

· Confirmation had been received from the Information Commissioner that 

council’s Data Protection Act register had been amended to include a provision for CCTV monitoring.
· Grounds works were due to commence week beginning 8th October and
the installation of equipment itself week beginning 15th October.

· A company had been sourced to produce and fix the required 

signage.

· Some screening within the Clerk’s office would be required.

· A CCTV Code of Practice and Operations Manual were underway.

· A press release would feature in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette of 

14th September.

07/96

MOBILE SKATEPARK

Cllr Gilbert reported that 2 of the scheduled 4 mobile skatepark events had taken place.  To date there had been a good turnout and there had been predominantly good feedback.  The Skatepark Working Group was to meet on 5 October 2007 when the opinions of young people and local residents would be considered in order to determine a way forward.  Cllr Howarth commented that he had been to the previous evening’s event and had been impressed with the great atmosphere.  He noted that supervision was essential and reported that the equipment was not as good for bikes as it was for skateboards.  Cllr Griffin reported that Steve Bland (North Cornwall District Council) and his team were supervising the events extremely well and Steve had commented that it was the best attended events he had witnessed.  Finally, Cllr Freeman added that SHDC environmental monitoring revealed that noise levels were acceptable and overall considered the event to be really enjoyable however, he questioned the requirement for music.  Members agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Phil and Anji Chant for organising the Youth Fest on 8th September.

07/97

KINGSBRIDGE FEOFFEES 

Members were in receipt of a request from Kingsbridge Feoffees to nominate a suitable person to become a trustee.  It was RESOLVED for Cllr Anne Balkwill to be nominated as a Kingsbridge Feoffees trustee.

07/98

CLERK’S REPORT

98.1
Feedback from council meeting of 24 July 2007.  The Clerk detailed that all actions had been completed.  In particular, SHDC had confirmed the alcohol licence granted for the town square bar during Fair Week as Wednesday  25th & Thursday 26th July 12.00 to 00.00 and Friday 27th & Saturday 28th  July 12.00 to 00.30.  Cllr Freeman remarked that he had held discussions with the landlord of Creeks End who considered the bar as essential as it acted as a safety valve so that other licensed premises did not become overcrowded.  
98.2
Situation report on Transport Access for Patients scheme.  Members were in receipt of Plymouth Hospitals NHS Trust reply dated 6 September 2007 to council’s request for the mileage charge to be reduced for Kingsbridge.  The request would be placed before the Local Implementation Group for a final decision however, it was highlighted that the Group may be wary of making exceptional cases.  The zone rates were intended to be temporary until more drivers were recruited when it was likely to revert back to a rate per mile.
98.3
Situation report on Crabshell Moorings’ rights.  Members were in receipt of Gresham Investment (Estate) Ltd’s reply dated 2 August 2007 to council’s request for reduced fees for local residents who used moorings at the Crabshell Quay development.  Facilities along the Quay Wall could be provided at a reduced rate to present users and a copy of the letter had been sent to Mr Roger Symcox who had raised the issue.       

98.4
Civic Dinner – to be held at the Kings Arms, Kingsbridge on Friday 14 March 2008.  Cllr Gilbert stated that having made enquires to the other South Hams town councils, they were content to retain their own independent civic dinners rather than holding a joint event.
98.5
Recycle Devon shopping bags.  Cllr Yates had been provided with a supply of ‘Don’t let Devon go to waste’ shopping bags which were handed out to members.
98.6
Devon Association of Parish Councils (DAPC) – Annual Report 2006/07.  Received and available for members.
98.7
Parish Cluster Meeting for Kingsbridge & Salcombe area – date to be confirmed in November 2007.  SHDC had requested discussion items for the next parish cluster meeting.
98.8
Kingsbridge Fair Week Committee – thank you letter of 17 August 2007.  Thanks received for council’s support and input to Fair Week.
98.9
South Hams Local Development Framework: Development Control Policies, Affordable Housing & Rural Areas DPDs.  SHDC had acknowledged council’s input to the latest round of LDF documents.
98.10
DCC Temporary Road Closure Notice – Mill Street, Kingsbridge – 24 to 27 September 2007 due to DCC highway works.  The Clerk announced the same.
98.11
DCC notification of works to A381 Firs Cross to Stumpy Post Cross – duration 4 weeks with effect from 17 September 2007.   The Clerk announced the same.
98.12
Kingsbridge Twinning Association – thank you letter of 4 September 2007.  Thanks received for council’s recent Grant Aid funding of £300. 
98.13
Members’ Code of Conduct Training by Kevin Williams, SHDC Monitoring Officer – Tuesday 2 October 2007 at 1800.  The training had been promulgated to the Saltstone Group of parish councils.  
98.14
Closure of Recreation Ground toilets.  SHDC had closed the toilets due to continued vandalism and the facilities would not be re-opened until Easter 2008 when the situation would be reviewed.
98.15
Committee Meetings – 18 September 2007.  Planning Committee would take place at 1700, and Property Committee at 1730. 
98.16
Christmas Lights Appeal.  To date £1,801.04 had been collected towards the target of £6,000.
The Clerk announced the following invitations to meetings:
98.17
DAPC – Annual General Meeting – Saturday 29 September 2007 (all day) at County Hall, Exeter.

98.18
Community Council of Devon (CCD) – 2007 Rural Communities Conference ‘The 21st Century Village’ – Wednesday 17 October 2007 (all day) at Halberton (mid Devon).

98.19
CCD Workshop – ‘An Introduction to Sustainable Funding’ – Wednesday 3 October 2007 (all day) at the Boniface Centre, Crediton.

98.20
SHDC Budget Consultation Meeting with Town & Parish Councils – 1830 for 1900 Monday 29 October 2007 in the Council Chamber at Follaton House, Totnes.

98.21
South Hams Strategic Partnership Forum – 1000 to 1230 Tuesday 2 October 2007 at The Flavel, Dartmouth.

98.22
South Hams Second Homes Survey 2007 – Stakeholder Focus Group – Wednesday 19 September 2007 (a.m. only) at Follaton House, Totnes.

98.23
South Devon & Dartmoor Pilot Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership Event – 1400 to 1600 Thursday 27 September 2007 at Follaton House, Totnes.

98.24
DCC conference ‘Everyone’s Tomorrow’ – Monday 1 October 2007 (all day) at Newton Abbot Racecourse.

98.25
Public Meeting – Growing Older In Devon – 1430 to 1600 Tuesday 18 September 2007 at Methodist Church Hall, Kingsbridge.

98.26
Devon & Cornwall Police Authority – Liaison Meeting – 1930 Monday 24 September 2007 at the Rest Centre, Kingsbridge.

Cllr Brazil & a member of public left the Chamber

07/99
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

99.1 Cllr Howarth had attended the consultant interview panel and a 

meeting of the Steering Group for the Union Road Feasibility Study.  Roger Tym & Partners had been selected to conduct the study although it was a close contest between some strong candidates.  The Steering Group had agreed a set of deadlines for the study which had to be completed by 30th November.  A final report would be presented to council at its meeting of 27th November.  A press release had been sent to the Kingsbrige & Salcombe Gazette and minutes of the Steering Group of 4th September would be presented to council at its next council meeting. 

99.2 Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of DAPC’s Larger Councils Sub 

Committee on 7th September.  Unfortunately, the meeting overran and he was only able to take part in the first 2 agenda items.  However, a presentation by the University of Plymouth regarding the public sector and an item, which discussed a potential memorandum of understanding between parish councils and other authorities, was interesting.

99.3 Cllr Howarth had also attended a meeting of the Saltstone Group the

previous evening, which unfortunately had not been well attended.  Rachel Bland (SHDC Forward Planning Team) had given an excellent presentation and Loddiswell was pushing hard for affordable housing.  The next meeting on 17th December would feature a presentation from Stephen Munday (SHDC Head of Development Control).

99.4 Cllr Griffin, alongside Cllr Thorning, had attended a very worthwhile

meeting of Homestart South Hams on 6th September.  The group had recently been awarded a Lottery grant which would enable an expanded service and the employment of 2 new personnel.

99.5 Cllr Griffin had also attended a excellent Twinning Association meeting

recently, the organisation was in particularly good order and French movie evenings had recently commenced at the Crabshell Inn.

99.6 Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of the Cookworthy Museum that 

afternoon.  The museum was to apply for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant.  The organisation was particularly well organised, was working alongside the South Devon AONB on a project, and was hoping to attract community college students as part of their GCSE studies and primary school children for visits.

99.7 Cllr Yates had attended a recent meeting of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat 

Club.  A second security marking event was to take place on Saturday 22nd September from 1245 to coincide with high water.  A nominal fee would be charged to boat owners.

99.8
Cllr Gilbert had attended a meeting of SHDC Leader & Chief Executive and South Hams’ Town Mayors & Clerks on 5th September; which had been very worthwhile.  Members were in receipt of notes from the meeting.  Cllr Balkwill enquired about traffic wardens.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the Police were to handover management of traffic wardens with effect from 1 April 2008 to DCC.  However, in turn, DCC had requested district councils to take on the task.  A final decision was awaited.  Cllr Washington acknowledged that the standard of cleanliness in the town centre, and cultivation of flower beds, was much improved but she felt the latter still required more resources.  Cllr Yates asked what improvements were being made to marine visitor facilities.  Cllr Gilbert responded that it was hoped they would improve in accordance with the proposals made in the recently adopted South Hams Harbour Board strategic business plan.

07/100
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 September 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £11,559.04 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/101
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/102
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Howarth enquired when the virginia creeper cutting was to be completed at Quay House.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, responded that the contractor had to hire a cherry picker but he was aware that the job required completion.

Cllr Gilbert announced that for those taking part in Beating the Bounds on Friday 14th September the boat would leave the slipway at 0900.

The meeting closed at 2010.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A. Public Open Forum.









Annex A to KTC







meeting minutes of

11 September 2007
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

 Mr John Speed

Mr Speed stated that he had thoroughly enjoyed the South Hams Youth Fest of 8th September.  Although there were a couple of last minute cancellations the event had been very successful.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert agreed and thanked Mr Speed for his statement.

