
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 
11 NOVEMBER 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns



Cllr Bob Freeman



Cllr Robin Griffin



Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn



Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers

Two Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk
At the outset Cllr Gilbert gave a warm welcome to Cllr Freeman who had been convalescing from surgery.  In response, Cllr Freeman thanked his fellow members for their support and friendship. 
08/144

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mick McGing and Jax Williams.  

Public Open Forum

Mr Lawrence Townsend and Prebendary Tony Kyriakides-Yeldham made the statements at Annex A.

08/145
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
145.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for October 2008.  A total of 31 crimes had been committed compared to 36 crimes in October 2007.  The breakdown was:  criminal damage to motor vehicle 5, burglary (dwelling) 3, burglary (other) 4, theft/fraud 7, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 6, and others 3.  The 3 burglaries (dwelling) consisted of:  a walk-in theft in Church Street (small items stolen), attempted entry into the private dwelling area of a pub (damage to door but nothing stolen), and theft of cash from a pub in Fore Street.  He detailed that the force was promoting a “Lights On Campaign” in the build up to Christmas which advised people to leave lights/radios on when leaving their homes unoccupied.  The 4 burglaries (other) consisted of:  an attempted break-in at the Community Garden and 3 break-ins at the Community College.  Regarding the latter, an 18 year old local person had been arrested with an accomplice, and a laptop had been recovered.  The person subsequently admitted to 11 other offences in the town including the previous burglaries at the College over the last year.  He had been sentenced to a fine and community service; the latter to include diversionary measures and supervision in order to prevent further offences.  Six assaults had taken place; there was a link between 4 of them regarding domestic and relationship matters however, no charges had been brought.  The Neighbourhood Team had maintained their high visibility patrols over the weekend evenings by PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes which linked in with the young people’s Coffee Shop in the Rest Centre.

Operation Quickstrike, a road safety initiative, had taken place on 25 October 2008.  The Neighbourhood Team and Traffic Department, in a plain vehicle, had targeted motorists in the area.  Numerous tickets and warnings regarding speed offences, use of mobile phones and non-wearing of seatbelts had been issued.  Operation Everest, a high visibility operation, had taken place on 31 October 2008.  The whole Neighbourhood Team had been out on their patches engaging with young people regarding Halloween pranks.  It had been a successful night with no calls associated with anti-social behaviour.  

The KTC/Police Surgery on alternate Wednesday mornings, provided by the Neighbourhood Beat Manager and the Clerk, had a more positive response the previous week and more members of public had attended.

An ASB Co-ordinator was now involved in the anti-social behaviour escalation process.  Local officers sent him details of youths found with alcohol or causing a disturbance in the area.  He, in turn, sent letters to parents/guardians which are followed up by a visit by one of the Neighbourhood Team.  If the behaviour continued it could be used as evidence towards an ASBO.  Finally, Insp Chivers detailed 2 forthcoming Police Authority Liaison Meetings:  in Yealmpton on 1 December 2008 and in Kingsbridge on 26 January 2009.   

Cllr Gilbert asked if the spike seen in marine crime over the summer months had now subsided.  Insp Chivers replied that the criminals involved were not locals.  Two arrests had been made and the local Police were working with partners across the West Country to halt such crime.

Insp Chivers & a member of public left the Chamber

145.2   County Cllr Brazil reported that Kingsbridge Library had been refurbished and was due to re-open on 27 November 2008.  The pre-school part of the new Children’s Centre had opened.  Finally, County Cllr Brian Greenslade, Leader of DCC, was to visit Quay House on 9 December 2008 to discuss the proposed community centre project (CKC).   
145.3   District Cllr Gilbert reported that the South Hams had the second highest rate for recycling in the country at 57%.  It was proposed for car parking charges to be increased but he was vociferously opposed to any such change.  He congratulated Cllr Howarth’s successful bid for funding for Saltstone Caring.  The development of Batson pontoons was ongoing.  Finally, he considered SHDC to be working well and awaited the outcome of the Local Government Review in Devon.

Cllrs Howarth & Romanos proposed that KTC should make a representation to SHDC to oppose the proposed 12% increase in car parking charges.  Such action was supported by other members and it was agreed for the Clerk to write to SHDC detailing the rationale behind KTC’s opposition.    
145.4   District Cllr Howarth reported that £1.92m was to be invested in the district’s parks, open spaces and play areas.  £300k had been allocated to Kingsbridge:  £210 for the Recreation Ground, £70k for Duncombe Park and £20k elsewhere.  SHDC and KTC could make funding bids to add to the allocated funds.  However, he highlighted that 2 walls in the Recreation Ground were in a poor state and required repair.  He was attempting to secure the repairs’ funding to be additional to the funds already allocated.  
145.5   District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that the planning application to refurbish the Quay public toilets had been withdrawn; it was anticipated that a revised application would be received by the Development Control Committee on 10 December 2008.  Signage, detailing a maximum speed of 10 mph, was to be positioned in Quay Car Park.  The Prosperity Policy Development Group had recommended no rise in car park charges which had been overturned by the Executive Committee and the latter’s recommendation would be received by full council on 13 November 2008.  The Re-Useable Bag Committee had detailed that all the free bags had now been distributed and the bags were now selling at £2.95 each from a number of outlets in the town centre.  The project was successful and a further order for bags may be required.  

Subsequent discussion revealed that in due course representatives from SHDC should be invited to discuss further safety measures for Quay Car Park.
08/146

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

08/147

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

08/148

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
08/149

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 4 November 2008.
08/150
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Cllr Gilbert gave his thanks and gratitude to County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day who had donated £1,000 each from their locality budgets towards the Kingsbridge Christmas Lights Appeal.  Donations had also been collected from independent fundraising campaigns by Bridge Street and Mill Street traders.  Traders had been encouraged to make donations via a further fundraising mail drop.  The Clerk reported on the donations received to date and likely costs; due to the donations from county councillors the fundraising was now back on track and it was likely that the Christmas Lights could be expanded to enable some street lamp displays to be positioned in the Quay area. 
08/151
COUNCILLORS’ BRIEFING MEETINGS

Cllrs Gilbert and Romanos, and the Clerk, reported on a proposal to introduce Councillors’ briefings to inform and keep members up to date on topical matters.  The briefings would be relaxed and informal to be held on Saturday mornings.  It was anticipated that this would allow members currently unable to attend weekday committee meetings, because of other commitments, the opportunity to take part in discussions.  Any suggestions would be fed into committees or full council for formal recommendations/decisions.  The proposal received much support from members.  It was agreed for the first session to be held at 0930 on Saturday 22 November 2008 to include a briefing from Cllr Romanos on the community centre project (CKC).     
08/152
CLERK’S REPORT
152.1
CCTV Meeting – 10 November 2008.  The current CCTV system had been reviewed alongside the requirement for expansion and monitoring.  The findings to be received at the Policy Committee of 5 December 2008, to formulate a formal recommendation to full council.  In the meantime, Insp Chivers and Sgt Corkhill had been requested to report their priorities for location of further cameras and to feedback on their visit to the Exmouth monitoring centre.  Further costings for cameras and monitoring from CCTV contractors were required and another visit to Exmouth Town Council was to be arranged for members.
152.2
Capital Projects.  The Finance Committee of 9 December 2008 was to consider the budget for financial year 2009/2010.  In the first instance, however, it was necessary to establish whether any projects were to be funded from capital reserves.  To date suggestions had been received to fund CKC, CCTV and Open Spaces.  The Clerk requested any further suggestions from members.   
152.3
SHDC Standards Committee – Appointment of Parish
Representatives.  Nominations had been requested for 2 representatives from South Hams’ town/parish councils to serve on the committee.  Deadline for nominations (with CV) were required by Friday 14 November 2008.

152.4
Senior Council for Devon – Public Meeting.  To be held at 1430-1630 on Tuesday 18 November 2008 in the Rest Centre, Kingsbridge.  Maggie Hogarth (DPCT Health & Social Care Cluster Manager) would present the DCC & DPCT document “Ageing Well in Devon”.

152.5
South Devon & Dartmoor Crime and Disorder Reduction

Partnership Forum.  To be held at 1300 on Wednesday 19 November 2008 in the Watermark Centre, Ivybridge.  Cllrs Binns and Griffin would represent KTC.
152.6
Budget Meeting with Town & Parish Councils.  To be held at 1900 on Thursday 15 January 2009 in the Council Chamber, Follaton House, Totnes.  

Presentations to be given by DCC, D&C Police Authority and Devon Fire & Rescue Service.

152.7
Play Area Management.  SHDC’s “Public Space Strategy 2008-2012” had been received. 
08/153
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
153.1   Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of Cookworthy Museum’s Management Committee.  Excellent work was being conducted by volunteers.

153.2   Cllr Balkwill had attended Kingsbridge In Bloom’s annual general meeting.  County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day had donated £1,000 each from their locality budgets.  Winter pruning had commenced.

153.3   Cllr Balkwill had attended, alongside other members, the Open Spaces meeting the previous day to receive the final report from Mor Design Ltd.  KTC and SHDC were very content with the plans.  More work had to be done regarding costings of the overall project and SHDC had allocated £300k.  Further funding streams were available and it was hoped to realise a sequential plan to develop the project.
Cllr Yates thanked Cllrs Balkwill and Haworth, on behalf of KTC, for their terrific work on the Open Spaces project. 
153.4   Cllr Binns had attended the Salcombe & Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum which had discussed wildlife and harbour matters.  He was to propose to the Finance Committee possible funding of secretarial support to the group.  Nigel Mortimer, Conservation Officer, was responsible for 5 estuaries.   

153.5   Cllr Binns had part-attended workshop sessions “Harnessing the Power of the Public” which had been facilitated by Transition Town Totnes.  He was to attend a full workshop shortly and would produce a paper for a forthcoming Policy Committee on the transition town project.  
153.6   Cllr Binns, alongside Cllr Griffin, had attended the Jazz Club in their capacity as members of the Sunday Events Committee in order to research acts for the 2009 season.

153.7   Cllr Howarth had attended DAPC’s Larger Councils Sub Committee.  Unfortunately, both key speakers were ill and did not attend.

153.8   Cllr Howarth had attended South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau Trustees Board and received their annual report.  Clients had been helped to re-claim £1m in benefits and advisors also assisted with matters such as employment tribunals and housing issues.  The Clerk added that the CAB had made a request for Grant Aid to be received by the Finance Committee.
153.9   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce.  Members were very unhappy with SHDC’s proposal to increase car parking charges and anticipated a tough trading year ahead.

153.10  Cllr Yates had attended the Re-useable Bag Committee the previous evening.  He applauded District Cllr O’Callaghan’s good work on the project.  

08/154
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 November 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £9,144.12 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/155
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN –


FINANCE COMMITTEE

There was no business to be brought forward.
08/156
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

156.1   Cllr Balkwill asked the Chairman for a meeting to discuss the disbursement of monies received from the sale of Derby Road land.  The Chairman replied that a working party should meet on the return of Cllr Yates from vacation.  It was agreed to discuss the funding of projects from capital reserves at 1745 on Tuesday 2 December 2008.

156.2   Cllr Howarth reported that district councillors had been consulted by SHDC on a request by market traders to hold further markets on Monday 22 and Wednesday 24 December 2008.  He had subsequently contacted the Chamber of Commerce, and now asked the Chairman for comments from KTC.  Cllr Gilbert subsequently asked for comments from all members.  The request for an additional 2 markets was not supported.
The meeting closed at 2045.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
Annex:
Public Open Forum.
Annex A to

KTC Minutes dated

11 November 2008

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
Mr Lawrence Townsend
Mr Townsend stated that Kingsbridge Churches Together had organised an “Africa” exhibition at the Market Hall, Fore Street on 17 and18 November.  He requested councillors to spread the word for local people to share in the celebration of how Kingsbridge is helping others.

Cllr Gilbert

The Chairman thanked Lawrence for his good work.
Prebendary Tony Kyriakides-Yeldham

Prebendary Yeldham advised members that the Bishop of Exeter was visiting the Woodleigh area 22 to 26 April 2009 as part of the Diocese of Exeter 1100th anniversary.  The Bishop, who sat in the House of Lords, planned to spend a half day in Kingsbridge on Friday 24th April.  He asked members if the council was content to host a light buffet lunch in Quay House in order for key groups to meet the Bishop to include head teachers, Police and other faith leaders.  
Cllr Gilbert

Cllr Gilbert requested members to consider the request who were unanimous in their support for the event.  The Chairman replied that KTC would be delighted to host the event in partnership with the church. 
