MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 11 MARCH 2008
Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




PC Paul Cheswell




Steve Peacock, Herald Express




Two Parishoners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

07/248
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Lynn, Romanos and Thorning.
Public Open Forum
There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge parishioners.
07/249
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

249.1
Cllr Chivers reported on crime statistics for February 2008.  A total of 33 crimes had been committed, compared to 39 crimes in February 2007.  The breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 3, criminal damage to motor vehicle 7, burglary (dwelling) 1, burglary (non-dwelling) 3, theft/fraud 7, criminal damage 7, assault/violence 4, and other offences 1.  Theft and fraud offences involved
E Bay and Paypal type payments which were complicated to investigate due to the geography of offenders.  The burglary from dwelling offence involved an incident at a social housing development and the suspect was a previous occupant.  CCTV footage was assisting Police following a recent theft from the Age Concern building.  On 15 February 2008 a high visibility operation, involving the Neighbourhood team, had proved successful and 2 in number Section 29 Orders had been issued which debarred persons from a specific area for 48 hours.  Over 60 parking tickets had been issued in Fore Street during February; parking enforcement was to be transferred from the Police to DCC at a later date than 1st April but would continue to be policed in the interim period.  Patrol staff would continue to be proactive in issuing fixed penalty notices for all motoring offences.  Operation Quickstrike was underway; a month long traffic initiative regarding road safety enforcement.  The aim was to impact on killed/seriously injured figures which had seen an actual reduction in the South Hams compared to the rest of Devon, which had witnessed an increase.  Finally, in response to local complaints, the Neighbourhood team was using ‘speedace’ radar guns in specific areas.
Cllr Yates reported on the continuing problem of anti-social behaviour at the Memorial Shelter noting that it was illegal to drink alcohol in the locale and queried the solution to the problem.  Insp Chivers replied that the area was part of the patrol route but matters can occur which required the Police to divert to other places.  Cllr Gilbert handed Insp Chivers documentation from Cllr Romanos on anti-vandal proof lighting which could be positioned in the Shelter.

Insp Chivers & PC Cheswell left the Chamber
249.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that he considered the local Police to be a good team which was evidenced by Insp Chivers’ crime statistics.  DCC’s proposed budget for financial year 2008/09, which he had highlighted at KTC’s February meeting, had been ratified.  This reflected a 3.9% rise in DCC’s proportion of council tax.  Youth activities had been funded a further £0.5m and he believed that if you gave young people something to do it would help to prevent youth crime.  An additional £0.5m had been allocated to gully cleaning as a precaution against floods caused by climate change.  Devon rated very poorly against other education authorities and the education grant received from central government was £350 less per child than the average authority.  Due to Exeter City Council’s failed bid for unitary status the Boundary Commission had been tasked with evidencing the best unitary solution for Devon.  He felt this was a waste of time and money.  However, he would engage with the project in order to try to get the best for the South Hams and to ensure that it was not swallowed up by Plymouth or Torbay.  Finally, Kingsbridge Community College had received a fantastic Ofsted report which placed it in the top 1% in the county; the school was a credit to Kingsbridge and he thanked all teachers, students and governors.  

Cllr Balkwill stated that Kingsbridge In Bloom Committee (KIB) had come across obstacles in seeking approval to place hanging baskets on street lights in Fore Street.  Contact with John Halliday had revealed that the street lights had a 25 year life span but were now 35 years old.  Therefore any residual use would constitute a risk and hanging baskets could not be allowed.  However, it raised the issue as to whether the street lights themselves were now unsafe if they could not sustain the weight of a hanging basket.  Her comments were supported by Cllrs Freeman & Rees.  Cllr Brazil replied that the scenario appeared strange and he would take up the matter.
Cllr Balkwill further stated that KIB wished to cultivate some of the gateway verges on entry to the town.  DCC managed a sponsor-a-roundabout scheme which could be tailored to verges however, the fee was £150.  KIB was made up of volunteers who were merely trying to make the town more attractive and she asked whether the fee could be reduced or waived.  Cllr Brazil replied that he would be interested to see the relevant information and he would take up the matter.
Cllr Washington stated that the end of Ropewalk, towards the junction with Ilbert Road, was often flooded during bad weather.  DCC often cleared the water but the problem still arose.  Cllr Brazil replied that this was actually within County Cllr Day’s sector; the Clerk would take up the matter.
Cllr Yates stated that he had raised the Memorial Shelter issue with Insp Chivers however, extra lighting had been queried with DCC in January 2008 but nil response had been received to date.  Cllr Brazil was concerned that such action may only disperse the anti-social behaviour elsewhere in the town; the Clerk would take up the matter.

249.3
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that car parking enforcement had been discussed at the Executive meeting the previous week and was likely to transfer from a criminal to civil matter on 3 May 2008.  DCC would contract out enforcement to SHDC who in turn would employ 5 traffic wardens; there was likely to be re-employment of current Traffic Wardens.  The penalty charge was to be lowered from £75 to £50.  The introduction of car parking meters in Fore Street was not likely in the immediate future.  Pre-planning application charges were to be introduced for a trial 6 month period; the income generated would pay for an extra planning officer.  This would recognise the lengthy advice afforded during the application stage.  The charge applied to commercial developments only and would not affect stock domestic applications.  The charge was £1,000 (plus VAT) for new developments between 1-9 houses and rise to £2,000 for over 9 houses.  Finally, it was possible that the Tesco supermarket planning application in Cookworthy Road would be heard at the Development Control meeting in April.

249.4
District Cllr Gilbert reported that he had little to add to Cllr O’Callaghan’s report save DCC would retain all revenue from parking fines and it would not mean a bonanza for SHDC.

Cllr Rees asked Cllr O’Callaghan for confirmation that there were only 5 traffic wardens for the whole of the South Hams.  She replied that this was the case however, one person would probably be based in the town to patrol Kingsbridge and its outlying area.  The on-street wardens would also work alongside the current off-street car parking attendants to make one team.  

Cllr Yates queried why the Tesco planning application had been delayed.  Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth replied that there was much to be done between Tesco and the planning officers and some further information was awaited from the company.  

249.5
Cllr Howarth reported that the Boundary Commission’s report on unitary status for Devon was underway and there may be some advantages for town councils.  Indeed, he considered it may be wise for town and parish councils to get together and talk over common ground.  Moreover, it may be prudent to consider what had happened elsewhere around the country.  District councils had been given 4 weeks to produce concepts for unitary status and there was much work to be done in a short space of time.  

Cllr Yates asked which department at SHDC had been tasked with the project; Cllr Howarth replied that Alan Robinson, Strategic Director (Community), was the lead officer.    
07/250
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  

07/251
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
07/252
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 26 February 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

07/253
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 4 March 2008.  Cllr Freeman reported that an appeal had been made to the Secretary of State in respect of SHDC’s refusal of planning application 28/1031/07/F (to create a parking bay, land adjacent 93 Church Street, Kingsbridge) which KTC had objected to.  The notice had not indicated any urgency however, subsequent to the meeting it was discovered that representations were required immediately.  Therefore a letter had been sent
re-affirming KTC’s objection.   
07/254
CLERK’S REPORT

254.1
University of Plymouth Questionnaire.  Members received a questionnaire “Creating a Quality Parish” and the Clerk requested they be completed and returned by 18 March 2008.
254.2
Thank You Letters.  Two letters had been received from:

· South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau – thanking KTC for the recent £1,000 Grant Aid donation to manage the weekly outreach service in Quay House

· Mrs Anji Chant – thanking KTC for the award of Kingsbridge Citizen of the Year 2008; she received the award on behalf of the many volunteers who worked tirelessly alongside her and without whom nothing could be done.

254.3
Kingsbridge CCTV System.  Torbay Council had responded to KTC’s recent enquiry regarding CCTV monitoring services.  The council is looking to develop a 24/7 Community Control Centre with a view to offering services to external organisations.  The matter will be progressed between the lead officer and relevant Cabinet Member.

254.4
After Action File.  The Clerk reported that any letters despatched, which resulted from a council meeting resolution, are placed in a ready reference file held in the Clerk’s Office should members wish to consult.
07/255
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

255.1   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice

Bureau and reported that Emma Handley was the new manager; Emma had 

moved from the CAB’s Teignbridge office where she had been deputy 

manager.

255.2   Cllr Yates had attended a Sustainable Funding Workshop however,

while interesting, the event had not been relevant for KTC business.

255.3   Cllr Yates had attended a presentation by Sam Hartley of the Boundary
Commission on 6 March 2008; and distributed notes.  A unitary solution for Devon was definite which was to be achieved by one of the following options:

· combining existing District Councils to create effective Unitary Councils
· creating new Unitary authorities
· making DCC into a Unitary authority

· splitting existing Districts to create new Unitary Councils

· enlarging the existing Unitary Councils of Plymouth and Torbay and creating more

The Boundary Commission will have no involvement in the management of assets nor in the creation of new electoral Wards; the latter will be carried out by the Electoral Commission following acceptance of the proposals.  The Boundary Commission is to report to the Secretary of State by 31 December 2008.
255.4
Cllr Griffin, alongside Cllr Romanos, had met with representatives of Job Centre Plus recently.  The Job Centre was looking for office space to house a half day per week outreach service in the town.  The Clerk reported that unfortunately Quay House was excluded because it did not have access to the first floor for disabled persons.  

255.5
Cllr Griffin had completed a Health & Safety audit of the Home Start offices within the Age Concern building.  Some fire procedures required review and he requested Cllrs Balkwill & Freeman, as KTC’s representatives on Age Concern, to assist.

255.6
Cllr Balkwill had attended Cookworthy Museum’s annual general meeting.  The museum had been awarded £40,000 from the Lottery Fund to refurbish the Duncombe Room, provide an interactive kiosk and greater access to the photographic collection.  Links would also be set up with Community College students and South Devon AONB.
07/256
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 March 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £12,170.88 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/257
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/258
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

258.1
Cllr Howarth asked if a situation report could be provided on the Centre for Kingsbridge Community project at the next meeting.  Cllr Gilbert replied that it would feature as an agenda item.

258.2
Cllr Rees enquired whether KTC had received a response from SHDC regarding the legality of parking charges in the town.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, reported that he had hastened the matter but nil response had been received to date.  Cllr Gilbert replied that it was probably being dealt with by the Legal Services department but he, and his fellow district councillors, would take up the matter.
258.3
Cllr Freeman reported that Derriford Hospital was discharging townspeople to Totnes and Dartmouth rather than admitting them to Kingsbridge Hospital citing a lack of bed space.  Other members agreed that this was an unsatisfactory situation.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the Clerk would send a letter to Devon PCT requesting an explanation.
258.4
Cllr Williams asked if members were aware that Devon Youth Service intended to deploy youth workers around the town, to include the Memorial Shelter, on weekend evenings.  Cllr Rees commented that she believed it was wrong to engage with young persons at the Shelter rather than to seek to disperse them from that area as there were very vulnerable people living in close proximity.    

07/259
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of the public and press left the Chamber

07/260
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 4 March 2008.
The meeting closed at 2017.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
