MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 11 JULY 2006

Present:

Cllr Eric Heavisides (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Alex Marwood




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Jeff Beer




Two parishioners     

06/68

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Town Cllrs Tony Child, Derek Hill & Dennis Holwill, and District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight.

Public Open Forum

Mrs Taft made the statement at Annex A.
06/69

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

69.1
County Cllr Brazil reported on the forthcoming modernisation of Social Services and remained hopeful that service provision would not be diluted.  He had received a reply to his enquiry regarding the flower planters on The Promenade, Embankment Road which stated that the situation was being looked into.  Finally, Kingsbridge Primary School was to have its temporary classrooms replaced with permanent new build structures.
Cllr Heavisides commented that he was aware of the Social Services issue and queried the rationale behind the review; Cllr Brazil replied that it was probably budget driven.

69.2
District Cllr Beer reported that he felt the recent Anti-Social Behaviour meeting hosted by the council had been very positive.  In particular, he considered Colin Low ‘s (Devon Youth Service) proposal for a Friday night event at the leisure centre to be an excellent idea.  This would reward all young people and he was to approach local businesses to pay £20.00 each towards funding the project.  He had discussed a proposal for a ‘Young Citizen of the Year Award’ with Cllr Freeman which could have a prize of £200.00.  Young people should have the opportunity to name the award and he would discuss the same with Colin Low.  The new Harbour Master, Ian Gibson, was due to start in post on 24 July and he wished to introduce him to members at the next council meeting on 25 July 2006.  The new waste collection scheme for the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Estuary had just been launched and the project had started very well.  Cllr Heavisides agreed that the ASB meeting had been well received but he was unhappy with the manner in which the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette had opened their report.  He had attended a Youth Issues meeting, alongside the Clerk, the previous day where the provision of a Friday night event for young people had also been discussed. 

Cllr Marwood asked if he had any information on Bayview Estates owned land in the Cookworthy Car Park and commented that the area was a disgrace.  District Cllr Beer replied that he had held discussions with Bayview Estates but was not able to detail any specifics and he would request the relevant SHDC officer to consider cleanliness issues in the car park.
69.3
Cllr Thorning reported that he had attended several recent meetings at SHDC and of particular note was one on homelessness.  There was a range of issues around the district but a concerted effort was being made to address the conflicts between landlords and tenants which sometimes led to homelessness.  Moreover, many support organisations were available to help people.  He had visited Noss Harbour on 7 July 2006 which was home to several ramshackle buildings.  Future debate would be required to establish a way forward for the harbour and subsequent land use.
06/70

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

06/71

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declaration of interests.
06/72

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 27 June 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber.
06/73

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT
Members were in receipt of a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  Cllr Heavisides had attended a concert by the Kingsmen on the previous weekend on behalf of Cllr Child.
06/74

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 4 July 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Of 11 planning decisions received; 9 were in accordance with the council’s recommendations, one application had been refused which the council had supported, and conversely one had been granted which had been objected against.
Regarding the latter, Cllr Johnson queried how the planning application (28/0680/06/F Redevelopment of Bond Store & Hillside, Embankment Road to provide 10 apartments) had been approved.  Cllr Thorning confirmed that it had been approved by delegated authority, declared a prejudicial interest in the subject at this stage and left the Chamber for the remainder of the agenda item.  After debate, it was agreed to enquire why a project of such magnitude had been approved via delegated authority to the area planning officer rather than the decision of the Development Control Committee; given that the council had objected.
Four items of planning correspondence were noted.  There had been no tree works and/or correspondence to consider.  The Committee had Recommended that all 4 planning applications received be approved.  Members noted receipt of the SH Local Development Framework: Sherford Action Plan Submission Stage and Plymouth Urban Fringe Site Specific Allocations Preferred Options Stage plus ancillary information.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC, and to query the approval of planning application 28/0680/06/F. 

06/75

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (ASB) FORUM
Members received Notes from the ASB meeting held on 4 July 2006.  Cllr Heavisides commented that one of the key priorities was the provision of a Friday night event at the leisure centre.  He did not anticipate an overnight change in ASB in the Quay House grounds area but felt it was an excellent proposal which the council should support and members agreed.  Further debate revealed that positive press stories were required on young people; the formation of a youth council may be worthwhile although it was noted that a previous council had proved difficult to administer; and optimism that the ASB situation would improve.  It was RESOLVED to support and give financial aid to Devon Youth Service’s proposal for a Friday evening young people’s project at the Quayside Leisure Centre, and to request a Grant Aid application from the same.  
District Cllr Beer left the Chamber.
06/77

CLERK’S REPORT

77.1
Feedback from council meeting of 27 June 2006.  The Clerk reported that a range of actions from the Property Committee resolutions were ongoing.
77.2
District Cllr Carson (Chairman SHDC) – request to attend council meeting.  Cllr Bryan Carson wished to visit a town council meeting during his year as Chairman and was attending the Glove Hanging Ceremony the following week.
77.3
Feedback on Duncombe Park (SHDC’s L&LJP dated 30 Jun 06).  Members received a reply to the council’s enquiry regarding the wooden goal structures in Duncombe Park and the Recreation Ground.  The situation was to be investigated.
77.4
SHDC Leisure Centres – Future Management Update No.4.  Members received that latest situation report.
77.5
Intended improvement of selected town bus stops.  Ivybridge Local Services Group intended to:

· add a new bus flag to bus stop 22 in Fore Street to the existing pole

· install a new pole, bus stop flag, timetable case & litter bin to bus stop 24 in Fore Street

· install glazed bus shelters to the bus stops (east & west bound) adjacent to Kingsbridge Hospital on the A379.

77.6
Council sponsored Fair Week events.  
· Glovehanging Ceremony Wednesday 19th July – members received a timetable of events.  This would be the first event by the new town crier Roger Pinder.
· Town Criers Competition Thursday 20th July - 12 town criers were to take part.  The day would include introductions at the Kings Arms, procession down Fore Street to the Recreation Ground, taking part in  the Teddy Bears Picnic, buffet lunch at Quay House at 1245, and competition at Overbecks National Trust Garden, Salcombe commencing at 1400.   Cllr Child & Cllr Thorning would be amongst the judges.

77.7
Lighting adjacent to Age Concern.  Members had commented whether the lights on the old CCTV pole were still in working order and the situation would be checked out.

77.8
Dept for Communities & Local Government ‘Empowerment & the Deal for Devolution’.  The department’s consultation paper received 68 responses nationwide from regional local authority associations, county, unitary and parish councils, non-governmental bodies (such as National Council for Voluntary Organisations & the Joeseph Rowntree Foundation) and private citizens.  One of the responses was from Kingsbridge Town Council.  The Clerk reported that although such consultations were usually weighty reads, demanding much time and effort, it ensured that the council’s name would continue to be noticed amongst the upper echelons of local government.
77.9
Vandalism to recently planted tree in the Town Square.  Vandals had attacked and broken off a recently planted tree.  Unfortunately it was not the correct time of year to replace so would have to wait until the autumn to be replaced.

77.10
Kingsbridge Open Gardens Weekend.  A kind thank you letter had been received from Kingsbridge Community Garden for the council’s recent Grant Aid support.

77.11
Chairman’s Sunday at Greenway (home of Agatha Christie).  National Trust (NT) have offered Cllr Carson (Chairman, SHDC) the opportunity to visit Greenway on Sunday 6th August; it will be closed to the public.  He wished to share the experience with town council members to raise funds for the NT and his nominated charities.  Boat to leave Totnes at 1230, tour of house & gardens until 1700, for only £15.00.  Limited tickets available on a first come first served basis.  The Clerk requested expressions of interest.
77.12
Teignbridge Council for Voluntary Service – mobile shopmobility unit.  TCVS were currently working on a project to set up a unit to serve the South Hams towns and have carried out some successful ‘taster days’ in Totnes & Ivybridge.  Zoe Harris (Transport Development Officer), and a colleague, wished to give a short presentation on the scheme to the council prior to the next meeting on Tuesday 25th July at 1830.
06/78

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

78.1
Cllr Johnson reported that he had met the new Harbour Master at a Salcombe Harbour Board meeting.

78.2
Cllr Heavisides had attended a Youth Issues Meeting, alongside the Clerk, on 10 July 2006 which had been most informative.  In particular, there was a whole range of agencies involved in youth work in the town which was encouraging.  He reported that Colin Low was due to take early retirement from his post in October 2006; there was a query regarding referrals to the Probation Services; and some issues regarding an after-school homework group at the Community College.
06/79

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 July 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £5,956.90 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/80

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.

06/81

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

81.1
Cllr Thorning asked, via the Chairman, that any councillor who had not received information from their nominated Outside Bodies should contact him.  Cllr Cowling reported that he had now received a letter from the Local Agenda 21 group but had been unavailable for the last meeting.  Cllr Heavisides commented that it was a two-way street and members should make themselves known to the groups.

81.2
Cllr Hurrell informed the Chairman that the Twinning Games Committee had folded.  Cllr Cowling reported that it had indeed been suspended for the moment but it was hoped to resurrect the games in due course.

81.3
Cllr Thorning informed the Chairman that Tone Leisure, the new managers of the district leisure centres, were recruiting trustees.
81.4
Cllr Washington asked whether the decorative lighting alongside the Quay was due to be repaired as it was out of order.  The Chairman replied that the Clerk would look into it.

81.5
Cllr Marwood queried whether he would be appointed to Committees and Outside Bodies.  Cllr Heavisides replied that there was a vacancy on the Policy Committee and he should liaise with the Town Clerk regarding Outside Bodies.

81.6
Cllr Johnson felt that the council was being dismissed by SHDC’s Planning Department and recent development at Southwater Court, Embankment Road, was not in accordance with the approved planning application.  Regarding the latter, the plans for the cliff at the rear of the site detailed tapering into the development however, greater excavation had taken place and a sheer cliff face had been formed.  Cllr Freeman commented that the council was a consultee only and the Chairman replied that SHDC was the planning authority.  It was agreed however, to query the change between the proposed plans and the works actually conducted with SHDC Planning & Development Control.  

81.7
Cllrs Wingate & Johnson queried whether the Chairman was aware of overgrowing vegetation in Eastern Backway and Oxford Passage respectively.  The Chairman replied that the Clerk would look into it.  
06/82

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted; it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

The 2 members of the public left the Chamber.

CONFIDENTIAL 

06/83

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 4 July 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Johnson.  The Committee had considered the 1st quarterly receipts and payments report for FY 2006/07; information on the time deposit; and recommended Grand Aid awards of £100.00 to the Duke of Edinburgh’s South Hams Committee and nil award to Victim Support Devon.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report.

06/76

BANDSTAND SUNDAY CONCERTS

Members were in receipt of a paper from the Clerk detailing the logistics required to set up and stow away resources for the Bandstand concerts.  It was RESOLVED to accept the findings of the paper and to advertise for a general duties person to assist in Bandstand Sunday Concerts.

Cllrs Freeman & Heavisides appealed for help from their fellow councillors to support the Sunday Concerts.  
The meeting closed at 2022.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date


Annex A to Council


Minutes 11 July 2006

Public Open Forum – 11 July 2006

Statement by Mrs Taft:
Mrs Taft stated that there was a very large tree in Duncombe Park which was close to telephone wires.  She was concerned that high winds may bring down the branches onto the wires themselves and enquired what could be done.
Chairman’s response:
Cllr Heavisides asked the Tree Wardens for their opinion and Cllr Freeman stated that he would inspect the area.
