MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill 




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




4 Parishoners

07/172
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr Gilbert confirmed that Cllr Jim Romanos had been co-opted as a councillor and had made a Declaration of Acceptance of Office; he welcomed him to the council.


07/173
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Graham James.

Public Open Forum

Mrs Rose Stainton (Kingsbridge Information Centre), Mr Paul Dorey (Chamber of Commerce) and Carol Horton (Kingsbridge Fair Week Committee) asked questions and made statements.  The Public Open Forum is at Annex A.
07/174
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

174.1
Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for November 2007.  A total of 31 crimes had been committed, compared to 29 crimes in October 2007.  The breakdown was:  criminal damage 4, vehicle damage 4, burglary 3 (all non-dwelling), assault 8 (majority linked with night time economy), miscellaneous 5 (including 3 drink driving convictions), shoplifting one, theft ‘other’ one, and arson one.  A Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) had issued 20 fixed penalty tickets within one hour in Fore Street during the previous week and the Police would be enforcing parking restrictions as best possible given manpower resources.  He had noticed a drop off in anti-social behaviour following commencement of the Coffee Shop, at the Rest Centre, on Friday evenings and the introduction of CCTV, to the town square area, which was proving to be a useful tool.  Finally, officers would be proactively targeting drivers in a Christmas Drink Drive Campaign and advising residents of the security risks of having presents on show in their homes and/or vehicles.

Cllr Howarth highlighted that preliminary discussions had been held with the Chamber of Commerce regarding a roll-out of CCTV to other areas of the town centre.  Cllr Rees reported that parishioners had mentioned further problems at the shelter in Embankment Road and requested the area to be patrolled; Insp Chivers was aware of the issue and noted the same.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber 

174.2   Cllr Brazil noted the comments made by parishioners during the Public Open Forum, regarding the proposed highway enhancement works in Fore Street, and felt the robust exchange had been worthwhile.  He believed that many fears were unfounded but would attempt to delay commencement of the works.  An issue raised was the ability for floats to negotiate extended corners at events such as the Extravaganza but he considered that this could be overcome by positioning of temporary ramps for the events.  He further reported that income from the sale of Exeter airport would be placed with different projects and hopefully the proposal for a Kingsbridge community centre would be part of it.  

Cllr Gilbert agreed that it had been a worthwhile discussion.  Cllr Rees enquired, regarding sale of airport monies, if other applications from the town could be made in addition to the community centre.  Cllr Brazil replied that approximately £50m would be available throughout the county and numerous other projects would by vying for the monies.  
Cllr Brazil left the Chamber    
 

174.3
Cllr Gilbert reported that a major review of local government was to take place following Exeter City Council’s failed bid for unitary status.  In particular, central government has asked the Boundary Committee to conduct a review of local government throughout Devon and make recommendations to Ministers.  In particular, it will be researching alternative unitary solutions involving boundary changes which will also explore the existing unitary councils in Plymouth and Torbay.  Any new council structures were unlikely to be implemented before 2011.

174.3
Cllr Howarth reported that the local government review in Devon could lead to major changes which could mean SHDC’s dissolution in 2011.  Kingsbridge’s Development Plan would not commence until March 2009 indeed, central government were re-thinking local development frameworks as only 17 core LDFs had been approved nationwide; SHDC was one of them.  He considered that this may have implications on council’s own business and its future ambitions.  At the Open Spaces meeting on 10th December it had been reported that KM United Football Club had moved their base to Malborough and Loddiswell.  
174.5
Cllr O’Callaghan reported that she remembered Cllr Tucker (Leader of SHDC) mentioning parking meters during his address to council on 25th September, within the context of the transfer of traffic warden responsibilities from the Police to DCC.  SHDC’s budget proposals would be discussed during the next few weeks.  A recent survey of 118 people had highlighted the lack of youth facilities to be a concern.  Survey of the district’s community colleges and Steiner school announced that lack of youth facilities and youth transport to be of concern.  Council tax was likely to rise but was capped at a maximum 5% increase.  Savings were being explored via closer working with West Devon Borough Council and Teignbridge District Council.  Savings of £0.5m had to be found in the next financial year.  In order to reach this target it was proposed to close 24 public toilets during the period September to March, to include Kingsbridge Recreation Ground, and for grounds maintenance programmes to substitute bedding plants for shrubs.  It was possible that funding for South Devon AONB and Enterprise South Devon may cease.  She had asked questions at a recent full council meeting:  the former Western Power Distribution site was to be developed into a car park and could not accommodate a skate park because parking was perceived as a boost to the town’s economic activity.  She also enquired whether any monies remained from the funds raised by Kids With Commitment for the former permanent skate park.  Seemingly, it had all been spent but she highlighted Bob Howson’s recent letter to the Kingsbridge Gazette stating that some monies should be left over.  

Cllr Rees suggested that toilets may be better used if the facilities themselves were better.  Cllr O’Callaghan replied that SHDC would be earmarking seasonal toilets first and then vandalised ones; which included the Recreation Ground.  
Cllr Romanos remarked that DCC was considering charging officers for car parking if they lived within 3 miles of county hall.  Cllr Yates asked a series of questions: Cllr O’Callaghan responded that SHDC’s budget had not been set to date however, a final decision would be made by the end of January 2008; free car parking during evenings and on Sundays was still under review and had not been ruled out; and SHDC’s proposed management of on-street car parking enforcement may commence later than 1 April 2008. 
Finally, Cllr Washington asked if any action had been taken regarding the newly aligned public footpath by the Quayside; Cllr O’Callaghan was unsure and would research.
Cllr O’Callaghan left the Chamber
07/175
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.  

07/176
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/177
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 27 November 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/178
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 4 December 2007.


07/179
CLERK’S REPORT

179.1
Feedback from previous meeting.  All actions taken.

179.2
Quay House Re-decoration.  Works were due to commence on 17th December with time estimate of 10 working days.  Meetings in Council Chamber et al would be able to go ahead but there may be disruptions.
179.3
Christmas Extravaganza – thank you.  A kind thank you letter had been received from Kingsbridge Information Centre for council’s support for the recent Extravaganza.

179.4
Council offices – Christmas closed period.  Council Offices would be closed for staff leave/bank holidays on 24th, 25th, 26th & 31st December 2007 and 1st January 2008.

179.5   Forthcoming meetings.  The Clerk reminded members that there was no Planning Committee on 18th December and a meeting had been programmed with bus company operators on 10th January to discuss routing in the town.
07/180
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

180.1   Cllr Howarth had attended a recent meeting of South Hams CAB

Trustees Board.  The CAB would be making a bid for funding shortly for their

Outreach service at Quay House.
180.2   Cllr Howarth had also attended a recent meeting of the Chamber of

Commerce.  A letter was to be sent to all members promoting removal of plastic
bags in the town and to request someone to take the project forward.  The letter

would also announce the idea for roll-out of CCTV to Fore Street and invite

expressions of interest.  The meeting showed support for the closure of the exit

from Fore Street Car Park to Fore Street and re-routing of double-decker buses

from Fore Street to Cookworthy Road.
180.3   Cllr Williams had attended, alongside other members, an excellent

meeting to discuss South Hams Public Space Strategy and specifically matters

relating to the town.  The meeting had been chaired by Cllr Anne Balkwill.

180.4   Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of the Kingsbridge Feoffees.  Over

40 applicants had applied for 2 houses available to rent which highlighted the

desperate need for affordable housing in the town.

180.5   Cllr Balkwill had also attended a meeting of Cookworthy Museum’s
Management Committee.  SHDC had sent out over 800 questionnaires, in a
combined mailing with West Devon Borough Council and Teignbridge District
Council, one of the questions sought opinions of their support to local
museums.  SHDC however, did not support museums in the district and it was
questionable whether it was factually accurate.  Cllr Howarth proffered that

some questions may be mandatory.

180.6   Cllr Gilbert had attended the inaugural meeting of Devon Local Action

Group and Alan Stapleton was due to make a presentation to council in the
New Year. 
07/181
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 December 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £4,904.56 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/182
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

07/183
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions for the Chairman.
The meeting closed at 2020.

Cllr Gilbert promoted his Christmas drinks between 1700 and 1900 on Thursday 13th December.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A. Public Open Forum.
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meeting minutes of

11 December 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

Mrs Rose Stainton (Kingsbridge Information Centre)
Mrs Stainton had reviewed the plans for the enhancement of Fore Street at the DCC exhibition on 29th November, believed it was a fait accompli and felt more consultation should be conducted with townspeople.  Furthermore, she had been informed by a DCC officer that pay and display car parking meters would be introduced into Fore Street.
Mr Paul Dorey (Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce)
Mr Dorey stated that he understood the works were proposed to commence late February 2008 for a period of up to 10 weeks to involve a mixture of partial and full closure of the highway.  He considered that any works between mid-March and late-October would have a detrimental effect on trade in Fore Street.  Moreover, he was not convinced of the requirement for the works and would rather the works did not take place than commencement early in the New Year.  
Mrs Carol Horton (Kingsbridge Fair Week Committee)
Mrs Horton stated that the plans for Fore Street had been discussed at a recent Fair Week Committee meeting.  It was considered that the plans had been rushed through and townspeople had not had enough time to consider the proposals; a wider open forum to debate the matter should be provided.  In particular, it was felt that the proposals towards the bottom of Fore Street had the potential to ruin one or 2 key events in the town, for example the Extravaganza, as long and wide vehicles may not be able to negotiate the widened footpath.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that council had been consulted on the Fore Street plan by DCC, had given its opinions, members felt that they had had enough time to consider, and the matter now rested with DCC to augment.  The Clerk confirmed the dates of the consultation and that parking meters were not part of the proposed enhancement scheme.  Members advised that should parking meters be proposed in the future then council would inform the public immediately and that the rationale behind the current scheme was to provide an engineering solution to solve public safety issues.  Cllr Gilbert requested Cllr Brazil to give a DCC overview.  Cllr Brazil reported that £110,000 was available to develop the enhancement scheme but of course DCC need not go through with it.  However, KTC had given the impression that it was broadly in favour of the scheme.  The record of accidents in Fore Street showed that the works were required.  It would stop the high street being used as a rat run for onward journeys to Loddiswell or Totnes as it was anticipated drivers would use Cookworthy Road instead.  Pedestrian crossing would be much easier and safer.  He too would not support pay and display meters.  He was to attend a Highways and Traffic Order Committee on 14th December, would make committee members aware of the concern over timing and request a start date of October/November 2008.  Ultimately, a scheme of this sort would never achieve 100% support and the council chamber was not full of people making complaint.  
Cllr Gilbert summarised that this had been a most constructive debate and he was pleased that several issues had been aired.  He reiterated that council was content with the plans.  

Four members of the public left the Chamber
