
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 

10th MARCH 2009

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil

District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Sgt Jane Corkhill

PC Paul Chesworth

Three Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/210
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs John Binns, Jim Romanos, David Thorning and Philip Yates.
Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Gilbert reported that agenda item 08/219:  “Fore Street Bunting” would be required to be considered under confidential matters as quotations had been received from contractors and financial matters were to be discussed.  Questions to the Chairman would be taken before the confidential session. 
08/211
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

211.1   Sgt Corkhill reported on crime statistics for February 2009.  A total of 30 crimes had been committed compared to 33 crimes in February 2008.  The breakdown for February 2009 crimes was:  theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 4, burglary (other) 2, theft/fraud 4, criminal damage 6, assault/violence 5, and others 8.  One of the theft offences involved a laptop being taken from a public house; it had subsequently been recovered and a person had been arrested.  Enquiries were ongoing regarding a burglary at a local jewellers.  A vulnerable adult had been the victim of an offence of actual bodily harm; enquiries were ongoing.  A spate of thefts had been reported from public spaces e.g. the leisure centre and the public were being warned to be vigilant.  A drugs warrant had been issued on Saturday 7 March 2009 and 5 persons had been taken into custody for a range of drug related offences.  PCSO Hawkes continued to make his patrols on a bicycle which had been well received by the public.  High visibility patrols on Friday and Saturday evenings also continued.  Further Police funding had been made available to the Friday night coffee shop project to fund youth activities and the Estuary Boat Club’s Boatwatch scheme to allow more patrolling as the weather improved.  The Clerk and Neighbourhood Beat Manager’s bi-monthly surgeries had witnessed improved attendance figures.  There had been a lot of engagement with the Community College regarding the security of students’ belongings.  Moreover, the Neighbourhood team had conducted Law Days at the school which addressed anti-social behaviour.  Special Constable Dunne Barker was working alongside PC Chesworth on Friday evenings; alcohol had been seized during the previous weekend.  On Saturday 28 March 2009 an emergency services recruitment day was to take place at Modbury Fire Station.  It was aimed at recruiting Special Constables, Fire Officers, First Responders and Coastguard Officers.  Finally, Sgt Phil Marsh had been appointed as the Police and Communities Together (PACT) contact across the South Hams; and amongst others, he would be helping out with Fair Week.
Cllr Gilbert thanked Sgt Corkhill for her report and congratulated the Police on their recent drugs’ arrests.  Cllr Griffin added that the Friday night coffee shop really appreciated the recent Police funding. 
Sgt Corkhill & PC Chesworth left the Chamber

211.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that DCC had confirmed its budget for financial year 2009/10 at a rise of 2.89% which was the lowest increase in the council’s history.  An extra £0.5m had been funded for Youth and £1m for drainage works.  Investment had also been made to address domestic violence in partnership with the Police.  He had attended the official opening of the Children’s Centre that day; it was a beautiful building and a huge asset for Kingsbridge and its hinterland.  The centre was trying to make contact with vulnerable people and its staff were willing to visit people at their homes.  He had attended South Devon College’s annual meeting; the college had received a superb Ofsted and had been awarded “outstanding” assessments throughout.  A bus now ran direct from Kingsbridge to the college which was working particularly well.  Finally, the decision on the formal recognition of Footpath No.15 had been delayed; he would attempt to find the date that it would be received by the Public Rights of Way Committee.  

Cllr Freeman accepted that DCC officers were under pressure and thanked Cllr Brazil for his efforts regarding Footpath No.15; KTC had been left in limbo and a firm hearing date was required.  Cllr Griffin commented that 38 students from the Community College caught the bus to South Devon College; it was a very effective service.  Cllr Williams queried how the £0.5m Youth budget was to be spent.  Cllr Brazil replied that the funding was for the whole of Devon.  The onus during the previous year was for groups to apply and County Cllr John Smith was the Executive member in charge.
211.3
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that the Children’s Centre was trying to recruit volunteers to help out.  District Cllr Baverstock was lobbying central government for 14 to 19 year olds in full-time education to receive a bus pass giving entitlement to free travel on public transport.  Such a scheme would extend the current concessionary facilities for over 60s, and under 16s in London.  She had received concerns regarding the current alterations to the Quay public toilets and had been assured by SHDC officers that the refurbishment was to be completed shortly.  The Executive Committee of 5 March 2009 endorsed, very enthusiastically, the giving up of 17 spaces in Quay car park for a managed skate park facility.  It was considered that the loss of spaces would be offset by Tone Leisure permit holders transfer to the Cattle Market car park.  KTC would be making a planning application shortly.  The investment in the community initiative had £1m to award over the following 2 financial years which would be available via match funding, the Community Grant Fund funded projects to a maximum of £25k, and each district councillor was to be given a locality budget of £1k.  A Direct Lets Scheme had been proposed to assist SHDC in achieving a 50% reduction in the number of people housed in temporary accommodation.  The scheme would offer incentives to encourage private landlords to accept referrals from the council.  

Cllr McGing entered the Chamber     
211.4
District Cllr Howarth reported that, alongside Cllrs Gilbert and O’Callaghan, he had met with SHDC officers that day to discuss the Kingsbridge Development Planning Document (DPD).  The DPD was on target for delivery and assessment of housing and employment sites was progressing.  The Princes Foundation would undertake the phase one consultation from 1 May to 30 June 2009 which would allow KTC and the public the opportunity to comment.  Phase 2, the outcomes, would be undertaken during autumn 2009.  The Boundary Committee was to issue further news regarding the Local Government Review in Devon on 19 March 2009.  

211.5
District Cllr Gilbert reported that he nothing further to add to the reports made by his fellow district councillors.
  

08/212
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

08/213
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

08/214
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
08/215
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 17 February 2009 and 3 March 2009.

08/216
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 27 February 2009.

08/217
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 3 March 2009.
08/218
RAILWAY BRIDGE PROJECT

Members were in receipt of a proposal from Kingsbridge Information Centre (KIC) to undertake landscaping of the former railway bridge and tunnels at the A379 gateway into town opposite South Hams Hospital.  It was RESOLVED for KIC’s A379 gateway project to receive the town council’s unreserved support.
08/220
KINGSBRIDGE & DISTRICT CHURCHES TOGETHER – COMMUNITY AWARENESS EVENT

Members were in receipt of a request from Kingsbridge & District Churches Together (KDCT) for KTC to take part in an event at the Town Hall to promote key community projects and organisations which provided voluntary services.  It was RESOLVED to support KDCT’s community awareness event by promoting the town council on an agreed day 20 to 22 April 2009.
08/221
CLERK’S REPORT

221.1
Footpath No.15.  It had been anticipated that KTC’s application for a Modification Order to add Footpath No.15 to the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way for Kingsbridge would be received by DCC’s Public Rights of Way Committee on 2 March 2009.  Unfortunately due to a major inquiry and backlog of other work it had been delayed.

221.2
Road Closure.  Ebrington Street would be closed from outside no.43 to outside Dodbrooke Lodge from Wednesday 29 April to Tuesday 5 May 2009 due to utilities works.

221.3
Concerts on the Quay.  Rod Birtles would make a presentation on the summer’s events prior to the next council meeting at 1830 on 14 April 2009.

221.4
Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 – “Youth Vision” Event.  To be held at 7.30 p.m. on Friday 20 March 2009.  A DJ, BBQ, Ideas Wall and Vox Pop (video booth) had been arranged.  The event was for young people (aged between 11 and 18) to contribute their ideas about the future of Kingsbridge and the South Hams.  Once the information had been analysed (alongside a recent survey at the Community College) the organisers would look to submit a proposal for SDCLAG funding for a suitable project.

221.5
Co-Opted Members – Chairmanship/Vice-Chairmanship of Parish & Town Councils.  Local Government & Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 contained a clause which forbade co-opted councillors from holding the office of chairman or vice-chairman of a parish or town council.  The clause had not been fully enacted and there was no timetable to bring it onto the statute book.  Therefore for the foreseeable future, co-opted members may take on the chairmanship or vice-chairmanship of parish and town councils.

221.6
Thank you letter.  A kind letter had been received from South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau.  The bureau was very grateful for KTC’s grant of £1,000 towards its work in Totnes and the weekly outreach in Kingsbridge.

221.7
Devon Primary Care Trust – Patient Information.  DPCT had replied to KTC’s request for information from 2008 for patients admitted to Dartmouth, Kingsbridge and Totnes hospitals with home addresses in post codes TQ7, TQ8 and TQ9.  
221.8
Visit to Exmouth CCTV Control Centre.  A visit had been arranged for 1430 on Thursday 19 March 2009.  
221.9
South Hams District Council Magazine.  The latest issue had just been published.  Articles had been highlighted for town and parish councils:  Local Government Review, affordable homes, performance so far during 2008/09, and public spaces.

08/222
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

222.1  Cllr Gilbert had attended the South Hams Strategic Partnership Meeting on 9 March 2009.  A presentation was received on terrorism and the current threat level for the UK was Severe.  
221.2
Cllr Balkwill was to attend a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees the following day which would receive tenders for the Derby Road development site.  

221.3
Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge In Bloom.  The open spaces throughout the town had improved and plans were ongoing for the 2009 competition.

221.4
Cllr Balkwill had attended Cookworthy Museum’s annual general meeting.  The museum was the custodian of local heritage and was reliant on trading.  It currently had a budget deficit having made a loss for 2008.  Moreover, due to the recent fall in interest rates it had lost anticipated income and had statutory electrical safety works earmarked for 2009.  KTC funded £300 per annum towards running costs.  She considered that KTC needed to address its overall commitment to the museum vis-à-vis the long term future of the museum.

221.5
Cllr Howarth, alongside Cllr Romanos, had attended a meeting of DCC’s Corporate Assets Group on 20 February 2009 which was chaired by Cllr Brazil.  The Investment In Devon fund could not afford the total monies requested by KTC and part of any funding would have to be provided from other DCC sources.  Their presentation had been well received by county councillors but no feedback had been received to date.

221.6
Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau.  Emma Hand, the new bureau manager, had plans to expand the bureau into new areas of work.  A significant increase in workload had been caused by the current recession.  However, £28k had been funded from central government in order to respond to high demand for the bureau’s services and the Totnes office was now open Monday to Friday.  

221.7
Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce.  Fore Street traders were to form their own group to deal with their own locality matters.  The official re-opening of Fore Street was to take place on Saturday 4 April 2009.  An entertainments committee had been introduced which was to consider holding 4 events per annum  
08/223
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 March 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £9,369.87 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/224
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.

The following agenda item was taken early out-of-turn.

08/227
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.

08/225
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest, that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

08/226
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2009

It was RESOLVED to select Mr Graham Price as Kingsbridge Citizen of the Year 2009.

08/219
FORE STREET BUNTING

It was RESOLVED to further investigate, alongside the Chamber of Commerce, the provision of bunting in Fore Street during the summer months in order to jollify the street scene for townspeople and visitors.    
The meeting closed at 2045.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

