
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 10 JUNE 2008

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Insp Phil Chivers




Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Steve Peacock, Herald Express


Four Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Gilbert extended a warm welcome to District Cllr Basil Kane; the newly elected Chairman of South Hams District Council (SHDC).
08/34

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Beryl Washington. 

Public Open Forum

Lawrence Townsend and Christine Slade made the statements at Annex A.

08/35

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 


AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

35.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for May 2008.  A total of 44
crimes had been committed compared to 29 crimes in May 2007.  The 
breakdown was:  criminal damage to motor vehicle 3, burglary (other) 4,
theft/fraud 10, criminal damage 17, assault/violence 6, and others 4.  Two of the

assaults had been made on Police officers during separate incidents and court 

dates were awaited for the offenders; the other 4 offences had either been dealt

with or the offender was known and had to be located.  There was no specific 

pattern for the increased number of criminal damage offences which had been

spread around town and mainly included damage to glass i.e. windows, doors

and ATM cover.  The offences appeared to be fuelled by alcohol and were the

outcome of more pro-active operations.  Burglaries included 2 separate crimes

at the Community College (lap tops and petty cash stolen), cash stolen from a

coffee shop and theft of an expensive pedal cycle from a shed.  Latterly, the

cycle had been recovered however, the offender was to be located.
Patrols had been increased over the weekend, the Neighbourhood Team

Leader and Beat Manager always worked late on Fridays and 2 out of 3 

Saturdays.  Foot patrols were increased and the speed ace camera was being deployed on the Embankment Road.  The team had made a number of arrests during their patrols, including a male for criminal damage to Quay House who had subsequently been fined £200, and their patrolling had led to a noticeable drop in telephone calls regarding anti-social behaviour on Friday and 

Saturday nights.

Liaison continued with young drivers and the Neighbourhood team was working closely with Cllr Williams to stage the “Kingsbridge Show & Shine 08” on 6th July.  The Police has secured a first prize for the competition of an “Expert Driver Day” at Westpoint, Exeter.  The Fire Brigade were also booked and Autoglass would be present.  
Finally, KTC’s CCTV system had produced footage to enable a person to be

charged with 3 offences of actual bodily harm and one of affray.
Cllrs Gilbert and Griffin thanked Insp Chivers for the Neighbourhood team’s

excellent work on weekend evenings.  Cllr Gilbert was particularly pleased that

the CCTV system was playing its part and reported that members were to visit

the Torbay CCTV shortly to discuss monitoring, and a funding bid was to be

made for further cameras.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
35.2   County Cllr Brazil had attended the latest full DCC meeting; the make up of the Executive Committee was similar to previous years and he himself retained the portfolio for property matters.  Kingsbridge was due to switch from analogue to digital television next year.  DCC was facilitating the transfer locally alongside Digital UK however, he had some concerns that elderly persons may have difficulties with the additional equipment required.  Only one proposal would be made by the Boundary Commission for a unitary structure for Devon, following its review of local government in the county.  The decision would be announced on 7th July with consultation to follow.  Finally, he was a little disappointed that he had not been invited to the presentation by Devon Primary Care Trust which had preceded the meeting; Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk apologised for the oversight.  
Cllrs Lynn and McGing announced their own fears regarding the switchover to digital television and that much more information was required to be made public in order to allay concerns; for example, Tor Homes had not given an assurance to date that a new signal could be received in some of their properties.  

35.3   Cllr Gilbert had nothing to report, having just returned from holiday.

35.4   Cllr O’Callaghan reported that she had attended, alongside Cllr Howarth, a meeting of the Community Policy Development Group; £2.5 million had been provided for open space work to include local parks’ projects.  However, a subsequent meeting of the Executive had only approved the release of £600,000 for such works.  She had concerns with the matter but had received an assurance from Ken Carter (Head of Landscape & Leisure, SHDC) that funding for essential works was protected.  Finally, the mural project in Duncombe Park was progressing well and she thanked John Speed, who was present, for his assistance.

35.5
Cllr Howarth reported that the Kingsbridge Open Spaces project was progressing well.  The cost had appeared to increase from £10,000 to £15-20,000 however, a plan was required in order to apply for capital funding.  SHDC had agreed to contribute £5-10,000 alongside KTC’s £5,000 therefore the consultants would be tied to a final spend figure, similar to the recent Lower Union Road Feasibility Study.  While the Recreation Ground public toilets had been closed due to continued vandalism, the Cottage café was to open for 10 weeks from the end of June onwards and a toilet would be available for public use.  The Venus Company was to manage the facility and a good standard could be expected.  Five parking enforcement officers had commenced operations throughout the district.  Finally, he thanked the Kingsbridge In Bloom committee for their activities throughout the town and his sentiments were echoed by Cllr Gilbert.
08/36

URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Gilbert proposed one item of urgent business:  “Centre for Kingsbridge Community (CKC) – Situation Report” to be taken at agenda item 08/43.
08/37

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

08/38

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 27 May 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
08/39

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 3 June 2008.  The committee had made a recommendation only for planning application 28/0889/08/O (construction of 5 new dwellings and ferry passenger waiting area at the Rivermead Premises, Embankment Road) as it was considered to be a major development.  It was further RESOLVED to recommend Refusal of planning application 28/0889/08/O.

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
08/40

CLERK’S REPORT
40.1
Street lighting in Derby Road.  Kingsbridge Rugby Club had written to DCC (copied to KTC) to request more street lighting in Derby Road.

40.2
Long Life Learning Network (LLLN) Conference – Throwing Light on
the Role of Town & Parish Councils.  The Clerk promoted a DAPC sponsored event 1000 to 1600 on Thursday 15 July 2008 at Exeter Court Hotel, Kennford, Exeter.  
40.3
Breaches of Code of Conduct – New Procedures.  Members received a copy of SHDC’s L/DJE/MGC dated 23 May 08 in their bundle.
40.4
Parking Enforcement.  SHDC was operating a team of 5 parking enforcement officers throughout the district with effect from 9 June 2008.
40.5
Compensation Order.  Following a conviction at South Devon Magistrates Court, KTC had been awarded £100 in compensation for a  broken window in the Reception Office.

40.6
Kingsbridge Ring & Ride Service.  DCC’s Community Transport Team was researching transport provision in those areas of the South Hams not covered by a Ring & Ride service.  In due course a survey would be conducted with interested groups i.e. over 60s & young people.

40.7
“Kingsbridge Matters”.  Delivery of the latest KTC newsletter, the annual report, would commence week beginning 16th June. 
40.8
Stroke Association.  A letter had been received recording the Association’s thanks for its nomination as the Mayor’s charity for 2007/08 and for the magnificent donation of £1,348.28.  
40.9
CCTV Funding Bid.  A funding application had been made to the South Devon & Dartmoor Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership for monies to install a further 5 CCTV cameras in the town centre.
40.10
Concerts on the Quay.  Rod Birtles, concert organiser, had requested assistance for this year’s events; the Clerk would contact members by email.  
08/41
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
41.1   Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of the Cookworthy Museum Management Committee.  The interactive room had been refurbished at a cost of £15,000.  The museum requested support of any kind towards its operations.
41.2
Cllr Balkwill had also attended meetings of the Kingsbridge Open Spaces project and gave a situation report on its progress.  CABE (Commission for Architecture & the Built Environment) assisted local authorities to design open space schemes.  It had agreed to support KTC and SHDC and would pay for a design brief to enhance the town’s open spaces and in particular, Duncombe Park and the Recreation Ground.  It would then act as design consultants and assist in short listing actual architects to realise the project.  In effect, it would be a similar process to the recent Lower Union Road Feasibility Study.  A design brief was required in order to apply for Lottery Funds for a build project itself.  A Parks’ User Group had been formed and a meeting held on 4th June had gleaned some quite radical ideas from interested parties e.g. the Play Spaces Under 11 Group and the Eden Project, which had provided the recent Den Building Day in Duncombe Park.  It was anticipated for the design brief to be ready for the Policy Committee meeting of 27th June.  Cllr Gilbert thanked Cllrs Balkwill and McGing for their efforts. 
41.3
Cllr Griffin had attended meetings of the Kingsbridge Music Festival Committee.  The committee required stewards to assist in the running of the event.

41.4
Cllr Williams had attended meetings to organise the Kingsbridge Show & Shine 08 and gave a situation report on its progress.  The event, to take place in Quay Car Park on Sunday 6th July, was aimed primarily at young drivers.  Eight categories would be competed for and the first prize was an Advanced Drivers Course and an opportunity to try out a ‘skid pan’.  John Speed and Lorraine Bulloch (Street Scene & Parks, SHDC) had been very helpful in organising the event and the Emergency Services would be in attendance.  Cllr Gilbert thanked Cllr Williams and John Speed for their efforts.
08/42

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 June 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £13,860.88 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

08/43
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN – CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY (CKC) - SITUATION REPORT

Cllr Romanos made the following report:

· The community centre project had been simmering for decades.

· KTC had conducted a feasibility study in 2003 which had been a most valuable starting point.

· A community centre was in SHDC’s Local Development Framework and was consistent with DCC’s strategies.

· It would be designed to complement, rather than compete, with existing centres in the area.

· It was a green technology project to incorporate multi-use facilities to include a dedicated youth space, 350 seat flexible auditorium and a community services hub e.g. learning disability and SHDC outreach customer services.

· Greater occupancy would spread costs etc.

· Nil revenue support was anticipated.

· DCC and SHDC members and officers had provided great support to the project.

· Build costs were anticipated at £3.6 million.

· A costed design and business plan was anticipated by end June 2008.

· Early stage funding of £60,000 had been gleaned (DDC £30K, county councillors’ locality budgets £5K, SHDC £10K and KTC £15K).
· Management and physical links were being explored with SHDC and Tone Leisure.

· A major funding application was to be made to DCC.

· It was anticipated that £0.5 million would be raised locally and via sponsorships.

· A consultation day had been held with all interested groups on 2nd May.

· It was hoped to open CKC by 31 December 2010.

Cllr Gilbert thanked Cllr Romanos for his excellent report.  District Cllr Kane considered the project to be very impressive.
08/44

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
44.1
Cllrs Lynn and Romanos stated that the Quay public toilets were being closed at 1830 which, further to closure of the Recreation Ground toilets, necessitated both townspeople and visitors to visit pubs which was considered to be unnecessary and embarrassing.  Cllr Gilbert replied that it was not a deliberate policy of SHDC to close public toilets however, the Clerk would contact SHDC to request greater flexibility in opening hours. 

44.2
Cllr Yates enquired whether members were aware of the Twinning Association’s annual BBQ at Washabrook Farm on Saturday 28th June.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he was indeed aware.

44.3
Cllr Howarth reported that the Tesco reserved matters’ planning application was due to be received by SHDC on 25th June and asked whether the company had replied to KTC’s recent letter requesting, amongst other matters, a lift from the Cookworthy Road site to Quay car park.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he had spoken to Tesco’s architects recently and while the matter was not part of the reserved matters’ application a tower lift had not been ruled out but would of course require a further planning application.
44.4
Further to Cllr Howarth’s enquiry at 44.3, Cllr McGing asked if DCC highways had been consulted regarding access arrangements to the site.   Cllr Gilbert replied that it was not a reserved matter, no further modifications were earmarked and Tesco was not obliged to make any.
The meeting closed at 2025.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A to


KTC Minutes dated


10 June 2008

Public Open Forum

1.   Lawrence Townsend

Mr Townsend stated that Christian Aid Week had raised the magnificent total of £13,385.  He was grateful for all the support he had received from townspeople and the town council had played its part.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert, in turn, thanked Mr Townsend for his huge efforts towards Christian Aid Week.

2.   Christine Slade

Mrs Slade announced that St Edmunds Church, with the help of Dodbrooke Church, was to offer the building and grounds to townspeople for everyone to use and enjoy on weekdays between 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m.   Anyone who works in the town would be invited to make use of the facilities during their lunch break; they were just required to bring their own lunch and the churches will provide seating indoors and out; tea, coffee and soft drinks free of charge; magazines; and relaxing background music.  The project would open on Monday 23rd June and town councillors were invited to attend.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mrs Slade for her statement and replied that he had been very happy to accept an invitation to open the new venture.
