MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 10 JULY 2007

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Graham James




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Sgt Jane Corkhill




PC Paul Chesworth




Jane Fitzgerald, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




3 Parishoners

07/63

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill, Wendy Rees & David Thorning.
Public Open Forum
Mrs Sue Holcombe made the statement at Annex A.
Two members of public left the Chamber
07/64
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
64.1
Sgt Corkhill reported that crime figures had increased from 26 in May to 31 in June: 5 criminal damage, 1 arson, 7 thefts from vehicles, 2 assults, 0 burglaries, 2 shoplifting, 6 others, and 8 miscellaneous (domestic & public order offences).  Since her last report 4 fines of £50 had been levied to people breaching the South Hams Alcohol Designation Order.  Currently fines could not be issued to juveniles however, a pilot study was to take place elsewhere to consider the issue.  A number of speeding tickets had also been issued.  The mosquito alarm at the Age Concern building had been reinstated and she understood that it was a proposal for Age Concern to purchase such an alarm.  

Cllr Yates stated that speeding often took place along the Embankment Road to Bowcombe and could something be done about it.  Sgt Corkhill replied that she was aware of the issue and had been in discussion with Mike Jones (DCC Highways) who was to review the area.  Cllr Yates further stated that residents had complained of people drinking alcohol in the Boons Lane/Library area and again what could be done.  PC Chesworth replied that he was aware of the problem and action was being taken.  Members thanked the Police in their drive to combat alcohol consumption particularly by juveniles.  Cllr Gilbert informed the Police of council’s new Youth Working Group and suggested that members gave a briefing to the Police on the group’s ambitions.
Cllr Gilbert thanked Sgt Corkhill & PC Chesworth for their comprehensive reports.   
Police representatives & one parishioner left the Chamber
64.2
Cllr Brazil reported that DCC’s Executive meeting had been cancelled.  He had attended a meeting of South Devon AONB in Dartmouth which had discussed land ownership by hobby farmers and the effect it had on the landscape.  He had also attended a meeting, alongside town councillors, with DCC Highways officers to discuss proposed bus stops in the Embankment Road and Fore Street traffic management issues.  DCC would issue plans for Fore Street and he hoped that headway could be made to improve the locale.  Finally, the new car ambulance service had been earmarked by DCC’s Overview & Scrutiny committee as a problem and he was hopeful that the current situation would be improved, for example the capping of fees at £13.50.
64.3
Cllr O’Callaghan reported that 3 Local Development Framework development planning documents were to be issued the following day; local councils and the public were to be consulted.  She gave a situation report on the documents and detailed a series of open days and exhibitions.  A feasibility study was to take place to investigate the reinstatement of a weekly collection of brown bins (organic waste) during the summer months.  Scrutiny Committee had determined the waste collection service was 17% overspent due to old vehicles, manpower issues and accidents.  A report on remedial action was due in September and any measures to be implemented in November 2007.  
64.4
Cllr Gilbert reported, further to Cllr Brazil’s statement, that SHDC’s Scrutiny committee had also noted the hospital transport issue.  The collapsed wall in Western Backway would be made safe and no more; there were many such walls in the district that required repair and no funding was available.  Footpath 14, Manor Park to St Johns, was to be upgraded and repaired soon by DCC.  The previous week he had been on a tour to Totnes industrial units, Tor Quarry, Langage Power Station and Ivybridge Community Resource Centre.  He had been appointed as SHDC’s Healthy Lifestyles champion.  The mobile skatepark events were to go ahead on 8th, 10th, 17th and 24th September and he requested that members supported the events.  Finally, he offered his thanks to his fellow district councillors for Kingsbridge, Cllrs Howarth & O’Callaghan, as they were working well together.   
64.5
Cllr Howarth reported that the district leisure centres had been considered by the Audit Committee and since Tone Leisure had been awarded the management contract membership had picked up, investment had occurred, new programmes had been instigated, staff training conducted and catering provision was to be reviewed.  The committee considered the centres were being well maintained.  Policy & Environment Group had discussed the Public Space Strategy and a 1st draft plan was to be produced.  He considered that there may be opportunities for the town council to become more involved in such matters.  He was disappointed that the number of affordable houses built had reduced from 130 in 2005 to 20 in 2006, particularly as the requirement was 600 to 700 new houses per year.  SHDC had considered departure sites ahead of the Local Development Framework, for example at Bonfire Hill in Salcombe, and he was keen to consider similar sites in Kingsbridge.  
Cllr Yates commented that Cllrs Balkwill & Rees had met with SHDC officers to discuss play area equipment and Cllr Washington stated that the condition of Quay flower beds was much improved from the previous year.  Cllr Lynn asked what provision was made for affordable housing to be provided to local people.  Cllrs Gilbert, Brazil & Howarth noted that there were rules regarding the occupancy of affordable housing and a local person was deemed to be someone within the South Hams.  Priority was given to people on the housing register and their individual preferences were considered.   

Cllrs Brazil & O’Callaghan left the Chamber
07/65

URGENT BUSINESS
The Chairman proposed 2 items of urgent business to be taken under agenda item 07/74:  ‘Outside Bodies - Dodbrook Feoffees’ & ‘Feasibility Study for Regeneration of Lower Union Road, Kingsbridge’.  
07/66

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 07/69 ‘Property Committee’; sub-agenda item 07/09 ‘Damage to Rear Courtyard’.
07/67

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 26 June 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

07/68

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 3 July 2007.



 

07/69

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations made in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 26 June 2007.
07/70

DERBY ROAD DEVELOPMENT LAND  

Cllr Gilbert reported that, alongside the Clerk, he had held a recent meeting with SHDC officers and the architect to discuss council’s previous resolution to prepare a planning application for 10 affordable homes.  During the forthcoming months decisions would have to be made regarding the employment of consultants to produce reports on Health & Safety and ground survey matters.  The information gleaned would then be applied to the necessary drawings in order for the planning application to be lodged.  It was RESOLVED to delegate authority to Cllr Gilbert & the Clerk to make the necessary decisions relevant to compilation of a planning application for 10 affordable homes on the Derby Road development site. 

07/71

CLERK’S REPORT
71.1
Feedback from council meeting of 26 June 2007.  All actions taken, and an acknowledgement letter had been received from Jobcentre Plus noting  council’s objections to a proposal to close the Kingsbridge office. 

71.2
Update on Property matters.

· Ajanta Interiors had now decided to retain its lease of the Rear Hall and would no longer be vacating Quay House.
· Helping Hands, grounds maintenance contractor, was content to fulfil council’s outside caretaker role as demand necessitated.  It was likely that one day’s work per month was required.
· Ministry of Justice had revealed plans to allow local authorities to re-use graves where they were over 100 years old and the permission of the family had been sought.  New measures were to be introduced using powers available under the Deregulation Act 1994.  The Clerk reported that the new practice may have an impact on Embankment Road Cemetery where approximately 125 graves were over 100 years old.
Members considered that the latter item should be considered with caution and that it should not divert council from its ambition to extend the current cemetery.
71.3
Thank you letters.  Received from Cookworthy Museum for use of Quay House during the Family History Day on 20th June, and John Speed for councillors support of the last Youth Market.

71.4
South Hams District Council Standards Committee – Appointment of Parish Representatives.  The Standards Committee comprised of 2 independent representatives, 2 district councillors and 2 town/parish council representatives.  Nominations were being sought for the 2 representatives from town & parish councils.  The Clerk reported that he held all relevant information if any members were interested in making an application.
07/72
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
72.1   Cllrs Holwill & Williams had attended a recent Age Concern Committee

meeting.  The organisation was doing well with lots of activities scheduled.
72.2   Cllr Griffin had been the Health & Safety Officer at the Kingsbridge Music 

Festival.  He thanked various members who had supported the event and, in 

particular, Cllr Holwill for his efforts.

72.3   Cllr Howarth had attended a recent board meeting of the Kingsbridge &
Salcombe Area Partnership.  He promoted the group’s annual general meeting 

which was to take place on 13 September 2007 at 1900 in Quay House.  All 

members were invited to attend and the future of KSAP was to be discussed.
07/73

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 July 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £5,224.63 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

07/74

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

74.1

OUTSIDE BODIES – DODBROOK FEOFFEES

It was RESOLVED to nominate Cllr Holwill to be one of council’s representatives on Dodbrook Feoffees.
74.2
FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR REGENERATION OF LOWER UNION ROAD, KINGSBRIDGE

Cllr Howarth gave a comprehensive briefing on a proposal to undertake a feasibility study for the regeneration of the Lower Union Road area.  It was envisaged that the study would take 6 months to complete and that consultants be appointed to undertake the work.  Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership (KSAP) had obtained funding of £17,500 to carry out the project.  KSAP had taken the project to the stage where it was ready to hand over to the most appropriate body to deliver it and had invited council to manage the project.  Devon Renaissance, the major funders, had confirmed that the town council would be most acceptable.  Council would be required to establish a Steering Group to manage the project which must include representatives of the Chamber of Commerce, as well as council, and the project manager.  The Steering Group would be responsible for the selection and appointment of the consultant and subsequent monitoring of progress.  Resource implications on council would be limited to administrative support for the project manager and Steering Group.  It was RESOLVED to accept the invitation to manage the Lower Union Road Feasibility Study.  
07/75

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions.
The meeting closed at 2020.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.
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meeting minutes
of 10 July 2007

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

 Mrs Sue Holcombe
Mrs Holcombe stated that Devon County Council intended to demolish the old sports pavilion at Kingsbridge Community College and replace it with a new pavilion.  The current pavilion was a memorial to local people who served in the 1st World War and was refurbished in the 1970s.  Lots of people in Westville held great affection for the building.  She agreed that it probably needed demolition but requested that the new building copied the existing façade while containing a modern interior.  To date 40 people had signed a petition to this effect.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that as a college governor he was required to declare a prejudicial interest in the matter and left the Chamber for the duration of the Public Open Forum.
The Clerk requested comments from members, several of whom supported Mrs Holcombe’s statement and recalled their own affection with the building.  The Clerk then replied that formal plans had not been received to date however, when received he would ensure that Mrs Holcombe was informed.  The Planning Committee would note her concerns and carefully consider the planning application before making its recommendation.  
